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" Tit singular I but when I am thus alone at this still hour, I ever 
fancy I gaze upon the land of Promise. And often, in my dreams, som* 
sunny spot, the bright memorial of a roving hour, wilt rise upon my sight, 
and, when I wake, I feel as if I had been in Canaan. Why am I notT 
, . . . But I rest here, my miserable life running to seed in the dull 
misery of this wretched city, and do nothing! Whyl the old captivity was 
efnpire to our in^orious bondage. We have no Esther now to share our 
thrones, no politic Mordecai, no purple-vested Daniel. O Jerusalem! Jeru- 
salem! I do believe one sight of thee would nerve me to the sticking point. 

. . . . And yet to gaze upon thy fallen state 'Tis horrible. 

Is there no hopef" (Beaconsfield, David Alroy.) 
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FOREWORD 

The contents of this volume originally formed a series of arttctei. 
Home of which appeared in print*, while others were read before literaiy 
societies soon after my return from Palestine. In compliance with the 
suggestion of friends, I present these here in book form. 

In preparing the following chapters I intended at first to draw a 
picture of Egypt and Palestine as they appeared to me, without going 
into discussions of matters relating to the history or geography of the 
places visited. However, as I proceeded to compile my notes, certain 
questions arose demanding elucidation which led me to consult the 
views of standard works on Egypt and Palestine. Such views as are 
in harmony with my observations I deemed it advisable to embody in 
this volume. 

My aim, however, was to describe the new Jewish life in Palestine 
as exemplified in the Jewish agricultural colonies and in the educational 
institutions. I have, therefore, chosen the name for this volume, "New 
Judea," because I saw before me wherever I turned a real New Judea 
transformed from an old land by the will of young pioneers. 

I made no effort to dwell upon the colonies of New Galilee. As 
it IB, the \olume turned out larger than anticipated. 

Of course, this book does not pretend to be a literary production- 
It professes to be only impressions of travels as seen through the spec- 
tacles of a layman deeply interested in the subject. 

A visit to Palestine is not an unmixed pleasure. We are, indeed, 
overjoyed when we see the new life sprouting in the agricultural colon- 
ies, but wc are also grieved when we behold the ruins left as a monu- 
ment of Israel's civilization of the times gone by. Let those who sneer 
at such emotions, close this volume right here, for they will find little 
to their taste. 

This work was arranged several years ago, before there were anv 
signs of the present disturbance in Europe, and the obser\'ations made, 
therefore, are uncolored by any considerations of the existing state of 
affairs in Turkey and Palestine. 



* "Tbs UaccatMan," N*w Tork, IMl-U-U, aad tlie "Jevlih Exponent," PbUtdelphla, 
lMS-191S-iai«. 
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8 THE NEW JUDEA 

In describing geographical positions or in giving historical data 
of places, I have consulted standard works of English, German and 
Hebrew authors, to whom I am much indebted. 

I also take this occasion to express my gratitude to my wife, Debo- 
rah. Her faithful devotion and good advice made the publication of this 
volume possible. I am indebted to my publisher and friend. Dr. 
Julius H. Greenstone, for his kindness in readii^; the proof and for other 
valuable suggestions connected with this publication. 

I wish also to express my thanks to Mr. M. Sheinkin, of Jaffa, 
Palestine, who aided in arranging my tour in Palestine and who 
carefully read the manuscript. 

Many of the illustrations are taken from original photographs 
which were made at the time of my tour through Palestine, Some of 
the others are reproductions of the works of the young artist, Ben Dob, 
of the Bezalel School of Jerusalem and some were kindly loaned to me 
by the Zionist Organization of America, to whom my thanks are here- 
with tendered. The map, forming the frontispiece, is reproduced from 
Trietsch's handbook "Palastina," to which additions were made of locali- 
ties that came into existence subsequent to the publication of that 
volume, thus bringing the map up to date. 

The literary form of the work has been improved in many respects 
by the suggestions of my friend, Mr. Arthur A. Dembitz, to whom I 
express my indebtedness. 

BENJAMIN L. GORDON, 
Philadelphia, November 10, 1918. 
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INTRODUCTION 
THE RENAISSANCE OF THE JEWISH NATIONAL IDEA 

Before prasenting an account of the Jewish colonies of Palestine, an 
intelligfent appreciation of the renaissance of the Jewish National Idea 
and a knowledge of recent conditions in Palestine are imperative; as 
it is difficult to appreciate the achievements of the pioneer colonists 
without taking into account those factors in the transformation of a 
mass of city dwellers into tillers and planters. 

The history of the revival of the Jewish National sentiment may 
be divided into three periods. The "pre-Hobebei Zion" or Hess- 
Kalischer period ; the "Hobebei Zion" or Smolenskin-Pinsker period and 
the Political Zionist, or Herzl-Nordau, period. 

The first begins with the Damascus affair (1840), the second fol- 
lowed upon the anti-Jewish outbreaks in Russia in the early eighties, 
and the third is indirectly if not directly connected with the anti- 
semitic agitation during the Dreyfus affair (1894-99). The pre-Hobebei 
Zion movement, though it owes its growth to the ritual murder accusa- 
tion of Damascus, must be traced back to the early part of the nine- 
teenth century,' when the master minds, Blumenbach, Prichard, Cuvier 
and Pickering, were active in the creation of the science of anthropology. 
The political atmosphere of Europe became impregnated with the doc- 
trine of racial independence, and the family trees were dissected into 
branches and sub-branches'. Cosmopolitanism, .which was heretofore 
preached from most of the tribunals of Europe, and was considered the 
favorite topic of the progressive element, had given way to Chauvinism. 
Many of the Balkan States declared themselves independent for racial 
reasons. Greece wrested her independence from Turkey. Rtmiania, 

> "SprlDBtlme of Kationa," aar* Moses Heis, "beian wltb ttie French revalntlon. Reiur- 
nctlon of NRtloDi be<^Dmei a natural pbeaomeiian at a time when Qreece and Roma are belnf 
regenerftted . . ■ Tbere la a teitleasnesa among the unliberated natlane that mast nltl- 
mateir end Id an nprlalng at all peoplea oppreaaed, either by Asiatic barbarism or Buropean 

ctTlllutlon, agalnal their msaters Among Bo-«illed dead nationfl, whlcii. whan 

ther regain conadonaneia of (heir historic mlsalon. vlll HhM for their national rights. U 
larael — the nation wbicb for two thonHand rears hai withstood the storm of Clmea, and 
despite haTlng been thrown aboQt br the corrent at blstor; to every comer of the earth hai 
coDUnnously rcAmad tor Jernaalam . . ." (See Preface to Bonu and J«raaalem, Berlin. 
IMS.) 

•8m "EUmologr of tlM Jew," JewUh Bsponent, Dec. S4-tl, 1012. by the antbor. 
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Montenegro and Bulgaria gained their political freedom from Ottoman 
nile, after the Russian Turkish War (1878) ; Italy, after throwing off 
the yoke of Austria and the Pope (1878), became united on ethnologic 
grounds, and the unification of Germany was accomplished on ancient 
Germanic lines. 

The result of such doctrine placed the Jew in a most pathetic and 
singular position. As a good citizen, he participated in the fights for 
independence, and as a progressive, he was an adherent of the new 
science of anthropology. But when the struggle was over and his 
native country succeeded in its fight for independence, he was declared 
to be of a different race and nationality. Germany is for the Germanic 
race ! was the universal cry of the Fatherland. The Jew being of Semitic 
origin, naturally can have no claim on German soil. Anti-Semitism, 
therefore, was the logical outcome of the new teaching. The Reforma- 
tion in Germany and elsewhere had illuminated the minds of the people, 
but had not softened their hearts. Luther, the creator of the Reforma- 
tion, was not in sympathy with the followers of an alien faith. 

The cultured Jew of Germany found himself between the anvil and 
the hammer. He could not consistently deny his Semitic origin, and 
would not accept the conclusion of the anti-Semites, to relinquish his 
claim on his native country, having helped proportionately more than 
any other class of people to weld the new empire. The idea that Juda- 
ism is merely a religious confession, as taught by the Mendelssohnian 
School, has indeed brought the adaptation of the Western European 
Jews as far as possible to the manners and aspirations of the dominant 
nationality among which they lived, but as a remedy against anti- 
Semitism it turned out to be an illusion. A blind hatred of Jews 
which baffled all attempts of enlightenment was in progress in spite of 
the earnest desire to sacrifice their inner conviction to merge as com- 
pletely as posible with the masses of their fellow-citizens; their honest 
efforts were spurned in contempt The prevailing thought was. "That 
the mere birth in a certain land does not change the racial pedigree." 

When the Western European Jew found himself shut out of society, 
two ways were open to him; assimilation — which at its best, is not 
more than a gradual national suicide — or nationalism of a strictly He- 
brew character, with Palestine as the objective centre. 

As must be expected under such conditions, a large number of the 
cultured element of the Western European Jewry sacrificed their nation- 
ality and incidentally their religion for social equahty. Heine, Boerne, 
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Marx and other Jewish intellectuals endeavored through baptism to be 
counted as a part of Christian culture of Europe. Lassalle expressed 
himself in the following words, "Cowardly people, thou dost not deserve 
a better lot. The trodden worm will turn, but thou only bowest deeper. 
Thou knowest not how to die, how to annihilate thyself. Thou knowest 
not what righteous vengeance is. Thou knowest not what it is to bury 
thyself with thy enemy, and in the very death struggle tear his flesh 
from him. Thou art born to be a slave !"* 

Many a Jewish youth fascinated by the idea of forming close rela- 
tionship with his neighbors of Christian faith, repudiated every trace 
that might compromise such intimate union, and was finally carried 
away by the tide of assimilation towards Christianity. 

This happy reconciliation would have served as an excellent means 
of bringing peace even though the peace of death, if their coreligionists 
in other countries had been willing to join in thus throwing off their 
historic religion, but as this was impossible, its effect bore only a local 
character. 

The more thoughtful ones followed the leadership of Rabbis Samuel 
Holdheim (180G-1860), and Abraham Geiger (1810-1874), who sought to 
atop the drift of apostasy by introducing reform into the religrious 
services, such as omitting all references to Zion and Jerusalem from the 
ritual and the substitution of the German vernacular for the Hebrew 
text. Such changes quickly transformed the traditional Syiiagogue 
into a Temple, which in all external appearances differed but Uttle from 
the Christian Protestant church. But while the reform idea was not 
without its advantages in so far as it kept within the Jewish fold many 
who would have deserted it, it brought about a dislike for the Hebrew 
language and gave rise to indifference to Jewish learning and tradition 
among the masses. 

Upon the anti-Semites it made little impression and that fact was 
brought home to the Jews of Western Europe in the form of abuse, 
ridicule, social ostracism, boycott, etc. The remedy of partial assimila- 
tion proved to be a quack cure. It takes a good neighbor to be able to 
keep peace, just as it requires a bad one to pick a quarrel. It demon- 
strated that Jewish freedom does not depend upon the Jew alone, for if 
the environment be hostile to the Jew even the gods fight in vain. 

Nothing short of a catastrophe was needed to bring matters to a 
head. The crude awakening of the Western European Jew came from 

>5m BcbloMtntw, Itac., Vol X. p. lOT. 
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Damascus, when in the year 1840 a Capuchin friar — Father Thomas — 
disappeared. At the instigation of the French Consul Ratti Menton, the 
blame for his disappearance was laid upon the Jews, and a case of "rit- 
ual murder" was made out. Many Jews were imprisoned and tortured, 
and the tale of woe reached Europe. The attention of the world in this 
manner was turned to Syria and Palestine. The Western European 
Jew began to see that he had an important duty towards his brethren 
in the near east. Jewish history again repeated itself. The 
assimilation epoch gave birth to a new era. Great leaders of Jewish 
thought arose to combat the drift of assimilation, and to oppose the idea 
of "Judaism for convenience only." They proclaimed that the Jewish 
people are a national entity, and as a nationality they had a right to 
live their own life, and that Judaism, if it is to be perpetuated, must 
assume a national character with Palestine as its prospective center. 

One of these leaders in Germany who came out strongly in spite 
of opposition,^ for the Jewish National Idea, was Zacharias Frankel 
(1801-1875.) In disapproving of the second edition of the Hamburg prayer 
book that left out all mention of the Messiah and the hope for a return of 
Zion, he remarks, "The experience of many centuries had proved that a 
people without a land and without a political independence is held in 
derision by the rest of the world. Recent events (evidently referring 
to the Greek revolution of 1828) have demonstrated that a people after 
many years of subjection, can throw off the yoke of a tyrant and become 
free. It is necessary that Israel becomes conscious of its own powers 
and in the promises held out to it, for if this hope is lost it will entirely 
disappear.* 

In the row of the modern Jewish National Movement the name of 
Rabbi Kalischer, of Thorn, Prussia (1795-1875), stands out very promi- 
nently. As early as 1836 he writes to Asher Mayer Rothschild: "Let 
no one imagine that the redemption of Israel and the Messiah will 
appear suddenly from heaven, and amidst miracles and wonders will 
he gather the Israelites of the diaspora to their ancient inheritance. 
The beginning of the redemption will take place in a natural way by 
the desire of the Jews to settle in Palestine, and the willingness of 
the nations to help them in their work.* 

' It !■ Mid tbit Frederick Wllhelm IV of Pruaala once uked tbe binkcr Mtttdeliiabii «bat 
be tbaQKbt of bli idea to bare thg Jews retani to Pal«tln«. "It la ■ bMHUfDl project," uld 
tbe banker, "and In Hie It becoiBM reallMd I Would aek that I be appolntM bj tb* new 



■Orient, 1842, I 

•aee ablbith Zlan, I't. 11, p, 46. by Slotikj, Waraaw, 1801; Emuneb Teaborok, "Tto 
BlCbt Faltb." 1880. 
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Kalischer advocated the colonization of Palestine from a religio- 
national point of view; that the Jews were a nation was to Kalischer 
and to the people he was addressing: a fact that needed no proof. His 
main difficulties were in convincing Orthodox Judaism that the time 
was ripe for the Jews to return to the soil of their fathers, that such 
a. return is in conformity with the letter and spirit of the Scripture and 
the Rabbinic writingfs. 

His book, Drishath Zion,"" contains three fundamental principles 
upon which his discussion is based. First, the salvation of the Jews 
can only come about in a natural way, by self help. Second, coloniza- 
tion must begin at once in Palestine. Third, the reintroduction of sac- 
rifices. His views in the main were so modern in those days that it took 
much rabbinic learning and the use of dialectic methods to convince the 
rabbis of his time that his position was strictly orthodox. 

Kalischer carried on a great agitation for the idea of colonizing 
Palestine and cultivating its soil. He was in correspondence with men 
like Rothschild, Moses Montefiore, Rabbi Nathan Adler, Albert Cohen 
and A. Cremieux. He urged the establishment of a school to teach 
Jewish youths the art and science of farming, and he advocated the 
placing of a Jewish military guard in Palestine for the protection of 
Jewish settlers. In his book he makes it plain that the redemption of 
the Jews as promised by the prophets could only be accomplished in a 
gradual and natural way and only through endeavor and self help on 
the part of the Jews. He particularly desired that the receivers of the 
Halukah be the first to take up the colonization of Palestine. He 
traveled extensively to propagate his doctrine, and he won over many 
prominent Jews and eminent rabbis to his ideas. 

When Kalischer heard that permission was obtained trom the 
Turlrish Government for Jews to buy land in Palestine, he was over- 
joyed. He saw in it the "Steps of the Messiah." In a letter to Albert 
Cohen, of Paris, he states that Jewish settlement in Palestine will be 
the first step towards the Messianic Era. "Now is the time!" he ex- 
claims. "So many Jews have been elevated to high positions and are 
able to exert their influence on the rulers of Europe."* 

Among the pfominent rabbis who supported him were Elijah Gut- 
macher, of Greiditz, and the Sephardic rabbi, Judah Alkali, rabbi of 
•i««t, un. 

• gUlMlb ZI«B, Ft. 2, p. 48. 
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Semlin, Croatia. The latter published many pamphlets and 
boc^s wherein he strongly advocated the restoration of Jews to Pales- 
tine. In his "Goral LadonM"' he advocates the founding of a Jewish 
national fund, if for no other purpose than that of inducing the Sultan 
to cede Palestine to the Jews under the suzerainty of Turkey, also to 
issue a call for a General Jewish Congress and to choose representa- 
tives for taking up Palestinian work. 

All the strong opposition against Kalischer from the reformers, 
the ultra-orthodox and the recipients of the Halukah, did not discour- 
age him from energetically pursuing his work in behalf of his coloniza- 
tion ideas in Palestine. His is the merit of having organized the first 
Zion Society, "Hebrath Yishub Erez Israel," of Frankfort on the Main 
(1861), with the view to purchasing large tracts of land and parceling 
them off in small holdings. The title "Rishon I'Zion" (the first to 
Zion) was justly added to his name.^* 

The same year that Kalischer published his "Drishath Zion" there 
appeared from the press of Leipzig "Rome and Jerusalem." Its author, 
Moses Hess (1812-1875), probably influenced by Kalischer*, was the 
first to recognize the Jewish question as one of national politics. He 
based his arguments on ethnic psychology, historic facts and social 
economic principles, and urged a national political solution. 

Hess had formerly been a follower of Carl Marx and Friedrich 
Engels in their Socialistic propaganda, and had exerted a great influence 
in Germany in the development of the theory of Pierre Joseph Proud- 
hon, the French socialist and political writer. 

Awakened by the terror of Damascus (1840), this socialist who 
hitherto had championed the emancipation of mankind returned to his 
people to apply his great idea of emancipation for the liberation of his 
own people in the land of his ancestors. His book, "Rome and Jerusa- 
lem," created a sensation. Even his friends regarded his scheme as a 
chimera of an unbalanced mind. But the more Hess was laughed at, 
and forsaken by his socialistic comrades, the stronger grew his faith in 
the mission of Israel to regenerate itself. 

With all the strength of his conviction he gave himself up to his 
dream of a new Jewish Messianism, and he succeeded in putting the idea 
of Jewish Nationality on a plane of scientific truth. The enduring 

' AmMerdam, ISDS. 

< ■ Sea OrceutoDfl Mac, 1911. p. 19. 

■Sw ZloiliU'B intTodnctian to Hna' Jndlscba BchrUtm, Builn, 1905; lUo lietlBr ZII, 
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PUBLIC SCHOOL AND KINDERGARTEN, RECHOBOTH 

(See Page 75) 



THE GRAIN HARVEST 
They that sew in taars shall reap in Joy. (Paalm CXVII:5) 

(See Page 77) 
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ideas about Judaism which are set down in his book have come to be 
recognized and appreciated best since the reawakening of the Jewish 
national spirit. Hess' fundamental views have become the basis of 
modem Zionism. His "Rome and Jerusalem"* will always remain the 
basic work of Zionist literature. 

The leading ideas in "Rome and Jerasalem" are: The Jews will 
always remain foreigners among the European peoples. These eman* 
cipate them for humanitarian reasons, but will never respect them so 
long as the Jews place their own historical memories in the back- 
grouadi and hold to the principle of "Ubi bene ibi patria." He dis- 
agreed with the Marxian theory of "International Interest of the Pro- 
letarian Class as far as it concerns the Jews." It is not the old type 
pious Jew, who would rather suffer than deny his nationality, that is 
most despised, but the modern Jew, who, like th«; German outcast in 
foreign countries, denies his nationality.** He believed that the Jewish, 
type is indestructible, and the national feeling of the Jew cannot be 
uprooted, in spite o£ the German Jew, who, for the sake of more liberty 
and the hope of perfect equality, have persuaded themselves of the con- 
trary. "If Jewish emancipation in other lands is incompatible with 
Jewish nationalism, emancipation must give way to nationality." 

"In vain does the enlightened Jew hide behind his geographical 
and philosophical alibi. It is of no use ; put a mask on yourself as often 
as you desire, change your name, your religion and character, . . 
yet every insult to the Hebrew name will haunt you."" 

"The German hates the Jewish religion less than the race. He 
objects less to Jewish beliefs than their noses. Neither reform nor con- 
version nor emancipation throws open to the Jew the gate of social life."* 

Hess hoped until the last day of his life that France would aid the 
Jew in founding colonies, "extending from Egypt . ... to Jeru- 
salem, and from the Jordan to the Mediterranean Sea.'** Hess dreamed 
of a Jewish Congress demanding support of the Powers for the purchase 
of Palestine. 

Hess was not the only one whom the Damascus affair awakened' 
to the idea of founding a Jewish state. An anonymous German Jew 

PnbUiliMF In ths fDrni at » >ett«r addrawcd to ■ ladr wb« ma p«Bdwliis oTer tb* 
leiD of reBltiTectlon. 
• (■) lb. Letter V. 

•<b) lb. Letter IT 
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who signed himself "D. V. H."" makes a stirring appeal to the Jews 
of Germany to help the restoration of Jews to Palestine. The plea 
reads as though coming from the pen of a later day "Herzl-Zionist." 
He impresses upon his co-religionists the necessity of procuring: Syria 
for the Jews under Turkish sovereignty while the "blood persecution 
in Damascus is still fresh in the memory." 

"Now or never." he cries out. "The Turkish Empire is falling to 
ruin ; the Sclavonian provinces of the north have created their own 
government; Greece has severed itself; the Wallachians number the 
days till their perfect independence. . . . Will Israel alone hide 
his hand in his bosom? The events of the East are the finger of the 
Lord; a sphere is there opening for us; there will our fate be decided. 
Have we then for so many centuries, and even to this day, undauntedly 
preserved our ancestral manners and customs, our language and religion, 
amid so many storms, among the Northern strangers for nothing else 
but annihilation, allured by a pitiful political emancipation, after endless 
petitioning? Some few privileges curtailed on every side are thrown 
to us out of compassion. ... As strangers we are tolerated, but 
nowhere sought after, nowhere loved. . . We are neither Ger- 

mans nor Sclavonians, nor yet Italians or Greeks I We are the children 
of Israel, kindred of the Arabs who carried their glorious arms from • 
the Caucasus to the Pillars of Hercules. Unspeakable misfortune com- 
pelled us to claim the right of hospitality of foreign nations, but not 
forever shall we be trampled under their feet, deprived of the sacred 
name of fatherland." 

"We have a country," he continues, "the inheiritance of our 
fathers, finer, more fruitful, better situated for commerce than many 
of the most celebrated portions of the globe." He goes on describing 
the beautiful situation and the rich physical geography of Palestine, 
and remarks that no nation has been able to establish itself there 
and maintain its nationality. In Palestine there is a chaotic mixture 
of all tribes and tongues who disturb one another, and these can have 
no claim on Palestine. 

"If the Servians and Greeks found protection, why should not we? 
France lavishes blood and treasure to civilize Africa; India flourishes 
under the British sceptre; the hordes of Mongols learn agriculture 
under the strong hands of Russia. Shall no government be found to 

" See Fnerat'B Orient (Lelpilg), ^one ZT, ISIO, pp. 900-201. 
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rescue Palestine from desolating anarchy, to erect there a school of 
humanity and civilization for the East?" 

He concludes by exclaiming: "People of Jehovah, raise yourself 
£rom your thousands years' slumber; rally round leaders; have really 
the will — a Moses will not be wanting. The rights of nations will 
never grow old ; take possession of the land of your fathers. . 
Trust in the Lord, who has led you safely through the vale of misery 
thousands of years. He also will not forsake you in your last con- 
flict."" 

Influenced by the scientific exposition of the national idea of Hess, 
the historian Heinrich Graetz came out in an essay" entitled "Die 
Verjuengung des Juedischen Stammes," wherein he demonstrates by his- 
toric facts that the Jewish nation is its own Messiah and must be its 
own rejuvenator. "The history of the Post-Talmudic Period," says 
Graetz, "still possesses a national character ; it is by no means merely a 
creed or church history. . . . Our history is far from being a mere 
chronicle of literary events or church history. Why, therefore, char- 
acterize it as such? The literature and religious development just as 
the tragic maityrdom are only incidents in the life history of the people, 
not its substance."*** 

Graetz became affiliated with "The Hovevei Zion" movement that 
existed then in Germany &nd served as member of the Executive Board," 

In the year 1812 Graetz visited Palestine. The condition of the 
country imptessed him favorably. In Jerusalem, however he met with a 
disappointment. While attending services in the chief Ashkenazic 
synagogue a certain fanatic offended him. He accused him of heresy in 
the presence of a large gathering.'' 

Graetz was not the only one impressed by the work of Hess. In 
France, J. Frankel, a prominent banker of Nancy, was also influenced 
by "Rome and Jerusalem," Frankel, impressed on one hand by the 
National movement of his time and on the other by the insecure condi- 
tion in which the Jews of Eastern Europe lived, pleaded boldly and 
openly for the reconstruction of a Jewish State in Palestine by the pur- 
chase of the country from Turkey. The idea of a Jewish State in his 
opinion was so indispensable to the welfare of the Jews that he even 

^ See IIHlitorr^f tbt Jews" (witb^a^pntace) bj WUUam Flnka, Second Amerlean adttlon. 



■■ See "Hlitory of tbt Jews" (with a pratace) by WU 
Boiton, 184T, pp. 3S1-SM. Qmrgt A. Eohnt, Uac, vol. S 
» In tbe "Jahrbnch der laraellCeu" {18SS). p. 64. 



- ,-W). p. 6._. 

■ Oraeti blatory of tbe Jew*. a«rmaii M., Vol. 0, Introdactloii, p. S. 
Bet "Shibath ZIod" br SlaUkf. 
" Am Iiii«eh IDrei larael, 0672. 



-c by Google 



EC INTRODUCTION 

made provision in case Turkey were not willing to sell out to the Jews. 
"Should Palestine be impossible," he writes, "we must seek in any 
part of the globe some lixed home for the Jews, for the essential point 
is that they be at home and independent of other nations." 

Lazar Levy Bing in a brochure, in 1871, champions the idea of a 
Jewish Nationalism and expresses hope that Jerusalem might become 
the ideal centre of the world. "The nations," he declared, "are in duty 
bound to restore to the Jews their ascestral home.** 

The great Swiss humanitarian, the founder of the Red Cross Society 
and the Geneva Conference, Henry Dunant, a year after the appear- 
ance of "Rome and Jerusalem" (1863), made strong efforts to influence 
the leading Jewish organizations of Europe to work for the coloniza- 
tion of Jews in Palestine. He organized an international Palestine 
Society and a Syrian Palestine Colonization Society (1876). He 
pleaded before the Alliance Israelite Universelle to take up the coloniza- 
tion of Palestine, and failing after years of continuous efforts with the 
French organization, endeavored in i866 to interest some wealthy Jews 
of Berlin and, again meeting with a deaf ear to his appeals, he solicited 
the assistance of the Anglo Jewish Association of London, where he 
was again turned down by the very people in whose behalf he was 
working.'^ 

Dunant was not the only Christian to argue in favor of Palestine 
with Jews and be refused. The Italian patriot, Benedetto Musolino, 
addressed himself to the Rothschilds with a worked-out plan to esttib- 
lish a Jewish state in Palestine, declaring that such a state would not 
only be a blessing to the Jewish people, but would also be of great benefit 
to the Ottoman Empire, to England and other countries. 

His countryman, Samuel D. Luzzatto, the critic and poet of Padua, 
appeared also desirous to reach the ears of the Rothschilds when io 
1857 he wrote to Albert Cohen, the secretary of the Paris member of 
the family, "Palestine must be peopled by Jews, and iu land tilled by 
the sons of Israel in order that the land of our fathers take on again 
as in days of yore — beauty and glory." His Zion song, "Libbi, Libbi, 
Rab Machobi" (My Heart, My Heart, Is Full of Pain), is still the 
favorite Zion melody and continues to be sung at Zionist gatherings. 
Among other pro-Zionite propagandists should be mentioned the 
great authority on the Second Jewish Commonwealth and Biblical Leg- 
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islation, Joseph SaWadore of France (1796-1873), who as early as 1830 
advocated the call of a Congress by European powers for the purpose 
of urging the restoration of Palestine to the Jews." 

The historian, Isaac Da Costa (1778-1860), giving a survey of the 
Jewish history of the Nineteenth Century, remarks: "In the heart of 
the Turkish Empire is found the land that for the past fifty years has 
attracted the attention of many hearts in Europe and America. This 

land is Palestine, the land promised to Israel's ancestors 

"Concerning the people whose fatherland it was and the land it- 
self," he continued, "changes in the political world such as were never 
heard of in centuries past make the project of securing Palestine for 
Jews, either through payment or through diplomacy, feasible. These 
changes make possible the solution of the great problem of the seven 
million descendants of Abraham who are scattered over the entire sur- 
face of the earth, of rebuilding their temple as in the days of Cyrus, King 
of Persia."" 

Independent of any European propaganda appear to be the efforts 
of the journalist and diplomat, Mordecai Manuel Noah (1786-1851). 
While traveling through Europe he was struck with the contrast be- 
tween the oppressed condition of the Jews of Europe and the freedom 
of his brethren in his own country — America. Pondering over a solu- 
tion of the vexing Jewish problem, he came to the same conclusion as 
many Zionist leaders of a later date. Upon his return to America (1818) 
in the course of an address^ he remarked : "When the signal for break- 
ing the Turkish Sceptre in Europe is given, the Jews who hold the 
purse strings and can wield the sword and can bring one hundred thou- 
sand men into the field will possess themselves once more of Syria and 
take rank among the nations of the world. Never were the prospects 
for" the restoration of the Jewish Nation to their ancient rights and dc*- 
minion more brilliant than at present. . . . They will assist to estab- 
ish civilization in Europe . . . and take rank among the governments 
of the earth." 

» Orient 2S, p. 21. J. B. Vdl. IS, p. (MB. 
» Sm lar&el en de Volkan Haarlem, 184S-4t. 

" Delirered at tli« dMlleatloii aieKlMl of the Bbearitk Iirael Srnatosne of New Tork, 
April IT. ISU. 
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The appeals of Noah*^ found no response even among his own co-re- 
li^onists, notwithstanding the earnestness and logical manner in which 
he spoke. 

The Rev. Isaac Leeser, foremost Jewish scholar of the day, who 
several years later aided Warner Cresson in his colonization scheme in 
Palestine, gave no encouragement to Noah in his project of forming a 
Jewish State. Leeser evidently was not convinced that the powers 
would agree to permit the formation of an independent state in Pal- 
estine. 

Noah's attempt to establish a temporary Jewish State on Grand 
Island, near Buffalo, was also marked for failure. "Ararat," as the 
new state was called, was only to serve as a portico for the future 
home-Zion ; similar to the Uganda plan which was at a later day intro- 
duced at the Zionist Congress.** 

A few years after Noah had failed in his attempt to found a Jewish 
State on Grand Island, New York, Moses Montefiore, another Sephar- 
dic Jew, dedicated his life for the ideal of restoring Palestine to his 
brethren. Montefiore's activities in Palestine were not, as is generally 
believed, merely from religio-philanthropic emotions, but were also 
national in character. He loved his people intensely and regarded the 
honor and welfare of his race above everything else and because of his 
ardent love for his race it awoke in him a devotion to the land of his 
ancestors, where Israel's history was enacted. To him Israel was one, 
and there was no difference between one class of Jews and another. 

"In sDOtlier addresi before an SDdlence of Jew* end OentUes. Dec. 2. iiU. he cilM oat: 
"Where ciin we plead the cause of Independen™ of larael with greater confldence than 
la the cradle of Ameriran liberty! Where oak for toleration and klndneas for the seed of 
Abraham If we find It not amoUE the deacendants of the PilKrlniHT . . . "We have 
•dranced the lndepedence at South American repabllo. We hare Kl^en a home to oun red 
brethren hj the Mlsslialppt; we have combated for the ladependence of Qreeca and ws hay* 
Matored the African In his native land. ... If theae nations are entitled to our aympa- 
thles, how much mors powerful are the clalma of laraelT" He soes on descrlbInK the gntt 
changea taking place in the East and contlnuea: "F'or the uret; of the anrroundlng natlona 
m powerful, wealth;, Independent and enlerprialng people Is placed there and bf conaent of 
Christian powera and with their aid and agency the loat of lirael will pbbb< once more Into 
the poaeeaalon of the deacendaala of Abraham, The porta of the Mediterranean will be again 
opened for the bna; hum of commerce. The flelda wHl again bear the fruitful harveat." . . . 
"Tbla la onr destlnr," he contlnuea In hla addreas, "everr attempt to colonlae Jewa In other 
eonntrle* haa failed; their eyea hare ateadll; rested on their own beloTed Jeruaalem and tbtj 
blire said the time win come, the promise will be tulflUed. Agricultnre waa once their 
national emplojment. The land la now deaolated but la fall of hope and promise, according 
to the prediction of the Prophet." 

" See "DiBcourseB on the Restoration of the Jews," by Hordecal Matiuel Noah, 
Alao Max Ralaln In Haibllosh, Vol. XIII. alao pub. of American Jewish His. e«c 
Tol. 8, p. 106. 
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He cast off the prejudice of Sephardic Jews, who refused to ally them- 
selves with the Jews of the Ashkenazic type. His wife, Judith Cohen, 
was of German parentage. 

In 1837, accompanied by his wife, he made the first trip to his an- 
cestral land. Eleven years later he visited Palestine again, when he ob- 
tained concessions from Mohammed Ali to establish several hundred 
families in Palestine. But the outbreak of war hindered his plans from 
being realized. The blood accusation in Damascus brought him to the 
East again, and while there he became more convinced than ever that 
the solution of the Jewish question in the East can be accomplished only 
by establishing Jewish agricultural colonies in Palestine, He was the 
first Jew in modem times to stimulate a liking for agriculture among 
his people. 

The first Zionist associ.ition was called the Monteiiore Society. He 
was indeed happy when on his hundredth birthday he was notified that 
the Kattowitz conference had decided to found an institution under the 
name "Mazkereth Moshe," for the purpose of promoting agriculture 
among Jews and of assisting Jewish colonists in Palestine. 

Seven times he visited the ancient land, and before he passed away 
he saw the fruit of his labor being ripened. He saw in the systematic 
labor of the people of Israel and in the maintenance and development 
of Hebrew Culture the surest foundation for the regeneration of the 
people and for the growth of liberty and independence. His personal 
knowledge of Palestine extended over a period of nearly half a cen- 
tury, and during all that time he had been associated with nearly every 
important event connected with the history of his people." 

Was it a mere coincidence that the three great Jews in the early 
part of the nineteenth century who were impressed with national con- 
sciousness were of Spanish Jewish origin ? Or was it destiny that 
stirred the proud Spanish Jews imbued with the spirit of independence 
and relentless tenacity to advocate the Jewish National idea? Among 
the names that loom up very brightly in the history of the Jewish national 
renaissance is that of Benjamin Disraeli, another Sephardic Jew. 

After visiting Palestine in the year 1831, Disraeli became not only 
an ardent lover of Zion, but also a strong believer in Jewish National* 
ism, in the purity of the Jewish race, and in the theory of the superi- 
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ority of the oriental races. In his romance, "Alroy,"** he saw the 
Jewish vision of the Return, though he veiled it in mysteries. In this 
book he manifests his "Ideal Ambition" when he introduces his hero, 
David Alroy, who was rousing the dormant powers of his people to 
wonderful heroism and victory. He emphasises that the longing for 
a home in Zion must proceed from a deep feeling for Judaism in all its 
aspects and not from any need for a refuge. He makes clear that the 
idea of Zionism was not to create a Jewish Nationality elsewhere, but 
to dwell once more in Zion. He shuns the assimilation of the Jews with 
other people and attributes the failure of David Alroy to his promiscu- 
ous marriage with an Arabian princess. When Jabaster, the high priest, 
learns that Alroy intends to commit the sin of Solomon and marry a 
foreign princess> he comes in dismay to Alroy. The latter asked him 
what he would have him do. Jabaster replied: "You ask me what I 
wish? My answer is, the land of promise; you ask me what I wish? 
My answer is — Jerusalem; you ask me what I wish? My answer is 
—the temple, all for which we have fought — our beauteous country, 
our holy creed, our simple manners and our customs."^ 

Disraeli's deep yearning for Zion can best be gathered from 
the following utterance of his hero, David Alroy : "and Alroy gazed upon 
the silent loneliness of the earth and a tear stole down his haughty 
cheeks. 'Tis singular, but when I am thus alone at this still hour. 
I ever fancy I gaze upon the land of Promise. And often, in my 
dreams, some sunny spot, the bright memorial of a roving hour, will 
rise upon my sight, and, when I wake, I feel as if I had been in Canaan. 
Why am I not? . , . But I rest here, my miserable Hfe running to seed in 
the dull misery of this wretched city, and do nothing. Why ! the old cap- 
tivity was an empire to our inglorious bondage. We have no Esther now 
to share our thrones; no politic Mordecai, no purple-vested Daniel. O, 
Jerusalem ! Jerusalem ! I do believe one sight of thee would nerve me to 

the sticking point And yet to gaze upon thy fallen state 

'Tis horrible. Is there no hope?"^ 

His absolute conviction of the ultimate restoration of his people 
to the promised land as an independent nation is best illustrated by the 
following passage. Tancred remarks, "The vineyards of Israel have 
ceased to exist, but the Eternal enjoined the children of Israel still to 

••Pnbllihcd In tbe jw 1SB>. 
■Alroy, Pt. 8, Ch. VI, p. 14*. 
-lb., Pt 1, Ch. II, p. 18. 
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celebrate the vintage. A race that persists in celebrating their vintage, 
although they have no fruits to gather, will regain' their vineyards,"*^ 

In hii "Coningsby," he gives support to the theory of racial en- 
durance and purity ot race. "Do you think," said Sidonia to Coningsby, 
"that the great humdrum persecution of a decorous representative of 
an English University can crush those who have successfully baffled 
the Pharaohs, Nebuchadnezzar, Rome and the Feudal ages? The fact 
is you cannot destroy a pure race of Caucasian origin. It is a physi- 
ological fact, a simple law of nature which has baffled Egypt and As- 
syrian Kings, Roman Emperors and Christian Inquisitors. No penal 
law, no physical torture can effect that a superior race should be ab- 
sorbed in an inferior or destroyed by it, and at this moment, in spite 
of centuries of degradation, the Jewish mind exercises a vast influence 
on the aflfairs of Europe. I speak not of their laws which you still obey, 
of their literature with which your minds are saturated, but of the liv- 
ing Hebrew intellect You never observe a great intellectual 

movement in Europe in which the Jews do not greatly participate."** 

The publication of Daniel Deronda (1876) made a stirring impres- 
sion in certain quarters of European Jewry. It came as a precursor 
to the political Zionism proposed by Theodor Herzl — in his pamphlet, 
"The Jewish State," twenty years later, (1896). Its author, George 
Eliot, puts into the mouth of Mordecai Cohen the ideas and aspirations 
of political Zionism, In his arguments before the philosophical club 
he gives support to a national Jewish policy, so powerful in its claim 
that all differences of opinion must be set aside in order to make the 
restoration of Israel to Zion a reality. 

"There is," said Mordecai, "a store of wisdom among us to found 
a new Jewish polity, grand, simple, just like the old — a republic where 
there is equality of protection Then our race shall have an or- 
ganic centre, a heart and brain to watch and guide and execute ; the out- 
raged Jew shall have a defense in the court of nations as the outraged 
Englishman or American. And the world will gain as Israel gains." 

In Mordecai's opinion the new birth of Judaism as a carrier of cul- 
ture and a teacher of ethics is indissolubly connected with the new birth 
of the Jewish race as a Nation. "For there will be a community," he 
said, "in the van of the east which carries the culture and the sym- 
pathies of every great nation in its bossom."*'" 



itb Daniel Dtronda, Cb. ZLII, p. 401. 
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Eliot dreamt of a neutralized Palestine by internationat guarantee 
of powers as it was later adopted at the first Basle Congress. 

"Then vrlU t»," wld Uord«cal, "■ land act far baltlns-ijUce for emnltlH, ■ nentnl 
Sioand for the M(t ■> Belgluiii li far the ireat. DlfflcDltlMt I knoir there aie dlfflenltle*. 
IiM the spirit of tubUme achlevemeuti move In tbe (reat ■mont our people and the work 
will beslD. Let the central Sre be hladled axaln and the light will reach afar, the deKradcd 
■Dd aeorned of our race irlll learn to think of thetr aacred land aaU ■> a place for talntlr 
baKCarr to await death In loathsome tdleneaa but aa a republic where the Jewlah aplrlt 
maalteata ICaelf In a new order foaoded on the old parllled, uirldied bj th«f axperlMtce oar 
(realeat aona have gathered from the life of the acea. . . . 

The resumption of the soil of the Holy Land by the holy people is 
in Mordecai's view the only logical position of a Jew who wishes that 
the long travail of ages may not end in total disappearance of the race. 
George Eliot portrayed in her book the various types of Jews. In 
Mordecai she saw the Ghetto dreamer, yearning and hoping for a na- 
tional glory. In the characters of Pash, Gideon,, Buchan, Miller, Ezra 
Cohen and Alcharizi she pictured the assimilator, the reformer, the in- 
different and the ultra-orthodox. 

Mordecai's teaching became the text book of the new national party 
in Judaism, and the rallying cry of the movement are the following 
phrases: "Revive the organic centre; let the unity of Israel which has 
made the growth and form of its religion be an outward reality. Look- 
ing toward a land and a polity, our dispersed people in alt the ends of 
the earth may share the dignity of a national life which has a voice 
among the peoples of the East and the West — which will plant the wis- 
dom and skill of our race so that it may be, as of old, a medium of trans- 
mission and understanding. Let that come to pass, and the living 
warmth will spread to the weak extremities of Israel, and superstition 
will vanish, not in the lawlessness of the renegade, but in the illumina- 
tion of great facts which widen feelings, and make all knowledge alive as 
the young offspring of beloved memories."** 

Uoat atrlklng are the remirki of her htio. Daniel Deronda : *'I am going to the Beat," 
aatd he, "to become better acquainted witb the condition of my race Id Tarlooa eonDtrle* 
there . . . The Idea that I am posaesaed wuh, la that of reatoliDf a political' elUtenca 
to m; Deople, making them a natloD again, glring them a national centre each «• the BncUall 
have, though they, too, are scattered ever tbe face of tbe globe. That la a taak which 
presents Itself to me aa a, duty. I am reaolved to begin It, howeTer feebly; I am reaalTMI 
to derote my life to It. At the leaat t may awaken a moTement In other mind* aoch aa haa 
been awakened In my own." " 

In another plac* he aaya, "If we look back to the history of tforts which bare made 
tttmt changea, It la aatonfahing bow many of them seemed hapeleaa to thoa* who lookad en 
In the beginning. Take what we have att heard aod seen something of— tbe effort after tb* 
unity o( lUly which we are SUBS SOON TO SEE accompllahcd to the nry laat boundatr. 
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Look Into MuilnrB iccBnnt of bit lint TeimliiK wben he was a boT. ■tt«r a wstoTed 
sraatsflia, and a new freedom for ttaljr aod of bla efforts aa a 70ung idbd to Mronw the aams 
lirtlnit In other janBg men. Almoat everjthlnE aeemed- BKatnst blm; bta conDtrymen mn 
Ignoiuit or ladllTenint, BOTeininent hoaUle. Bniope Increduloni. Of codtm the acornen often 
■lamad wlae, ret Ton lee tbe propheir 1st with blm. . . ." ■< 

Another Jewish hero by the name of Daniel, in the play, "La 
Fcmtne de Claude," by Alexander Dumas Fils, said : "We have come 
to an epoch when each race has resolved to claim and to have- 
as its own its soil, its home, its language, its temple. It is long enough 
since we Jews have been dispossessed of all that ; — we have been forced 
to insinuate ourselves into the interstices of the nations and there we 
have taken up the interests of governmentSy of societies, of individuals- 
This is a great deal, yet it is not enough. People still believe that per- 
secution has dispersed us ; it has merely spread us over the world. . . . 
We do not want to be a group any more. We want to be more than a 
people — a nation. The ideal name does not suffice us; the fixed terri- 
torial fatherland is again necessary for us and I go to seek it and to- 
obtain there our legalized birth certificate."** 

Another Englisli novelist — Sir Walter Scott — speaks through his 
heroine, "Rebecca," words of sympathy and hope for an independent 
future of Israel. "I am indeed," said Rebecca to Ivanhoe, "sprung from 
a race whose courage was distinguished in defense of the land, but who 
warred not even while yet a nation save in defending the country from 
oppression. The sound of the trumpet wakes Judah no longer and her 
despoiled children are now but the unresisting victims of hostile and 
military oppression. . . . Until the God of Jacob shall raise up for his 
chosen people a second Gideon or a new Maccabeus, it ill beseemeth the 
Jewish damsel to speak of battle or of war. . , . Would to heaven that 
the shedding of mine own blood drop by drop could redeem the cap- 
tivity of Judah. . . .•" 

Byron, the popular English poet, has evoked in his Hebrew Melo- 
dies respect and sympathy for the exiled Jew and stirred his readers to 
highest pitch of hope and admiration for the promised land. 

In "The Wild Gazelle," Israel bemoans his lot and is envious of the 
palms of the "Sharon" that still shade its plains. 

" lb., Cb. XLIl. p. 490. 
•• See Mac. Vol. II, p. 2SS. 
•• iTanbo*. Ch. X. p. SOT. 
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"More blessed each palm that shades these plains 

Than Israel's scattered race; 
In solitary grace. 
It cannot quit its place of birth, 

It will not live in other earth. 

But we must wander witheringly 

In other lands to die. 
And where our fathers' ashes be 

Our own may never lie; 
Our temple hath not left a stone. 

And mockery sits on Salem's throne." 

In the same strain the poet ponrs out his heart in the next poem ■ 

"Oh! weep for those that wept by Babel's streams 
Whose shrines are desolated, whose land a dream. 

Weep for the harp of Judah's broken shell ; 

Mourn — where their God hath dwelt, the godless dwell. 

And where shall Israel lave her bleeding feet? 

And when shall Zion's songs again seem sweet? 
And Judah's melody once more rejoice 

The hearts that leaped its heavenly voice? 

Tribes of the wandering foot and weary breast. 

How shall ye flee and be at rest? 
The wild dove hath her nest, the fox his cave, 
Mankind their Country — Israel but the grave."'* 
One is indeed surprised that the theories developed in "Daniel De- 
Tonda" and the sentiments expressed by the other English writers 
should not have called out more enthusiasm among the English Jews 
for the Zionist ideal. The English Jews appear to have been perfectly 
contented with themselves. They were resting securely under the 
warm cloak of equality with which "Legal Emancipation" had covered 
them. Of their duties towards their unfortunate co-religionists of East- 
ern Europe they felt absolved by "Shtadlonuth" and philanthropy. 

Upon the Christian Englishmen, however, the works of Disraeli 
and Eliot made a great impression. Holman Hunt, the painter, working 

•4 Hebrew HelodiM. 
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under the influence of the great novelists, favored the restoration of 
Palestine to the Jews in the interest of European civilization, be- 
cause Palestine may become the bone of contention between the powers 
and may provoke war of the most brutal kind. "The Greek Church will 
fight in her interest," he said. "The Latin nations for theirs, the Teu- 
tons for pan-Germanic political benefit, and England, owing to its prox- 
imity to Egypt, cannot afford the land to go over to any great power, 
will fight for herself." 

Cazalet, another Englishmin, advocated {1W9) the establishment 
of a British protectorate over Palestine, and to attract large numbers of 
Jews who would promote industry and agriculture, he suggested that 
the government should provide employment for the Jewish settlers. He 
also favored the founding of a great university which shall be the rec- 
ognized Jewish centre of learning in philosophy and Jewish Science. 
He assures the English of the Jewish loyalty to the English Nation. 

The eminent diplomat and friend of the Jews, Laurence Oliphant 
(1889-1888), was not satisfied with theorizing alone. He proceeded to 
Palestine and established himself on the Carmel near Haifa, where he 
studied the conditions of the land. He .proposed to form a stock com- 
pany with a capital of ten million rubles to buy a targe tract of land 
beyond the Jordan in the land of Gilead, where the Jews of Russia, 
Roumania and Asiatic Turkey were to be established. He failed, how- 
ever, to obtain the concessions for his scheme from the Porte. 

The plan of Col. Gawler, an English officer (1845), met with the 
same fate. He has the credit of having organized the first Jewish colo- 
nization association. The war then raging in the East shattered his 
plans. 

A reference to a guaranteed Jewish state in Palestine may be found 
in a pamphlet by the Palestinian explorer, Sir Charles Warren (18T5). 
He was probably the first to propose that Palestine be exploited by a 
company similar to that of the old East India Company, He made a 
part of his plan the re-establishment of the Jewish people, "Let this 
be done," he said, "with the avowed intention of gradually introducing 
the Jew, pure and simple, who is eventually to occupy and govern this 
country." "Let the Jew find his way into its army, its law, its diplo- 
matic service. Let him superintend the farming and work himself oi» 
the farms. I do not say let him find his way into the mercantile com- 
munity, into the trade, for he is there already. Let this continue until 
the end of twenty years, the Jewish principality may stand by itself 
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«itber under the suzerainty of Stamboul, if Turkey still exists as a 
whole, or else as a separate kingdom, guaranteed by great powers," 

Another Palestinian explorer — Col. C. R. Conder— addressing a 
meeting of English Zionists, remarks: 

"It l> one of tbe moat extraordfaarj tbtnga In tbe hlatory of tbe world that ■ naUon 
llk« ;oan, one In rellgioD. ooe by blood, one tn jonS aaered tkOfiUKe. decidedly a nation, 
•boald 7«t be a people; wblcb TetUj baa a national coantrr known and recorulied bj all 
tbe world. It la Imowa that Paleatlne 1* the borne o£ the Jew ... It U good to cbertab 
tbe Idea oC going bome. There are ■ great man; Bngllabinen who do not] remain; In Bng- 
land . . . but alDioHt ereir other nation baa a oiUonal centre and the spirit of natloniliam 
tiaa gradoall; apiead all over Burope." 

"It aeemi to me." he contlnuea, "that the aolution of the rlTalrtea and ambltlona of manr 
natloDi towards Palestine wonld conalat in ita neDtrallsatlon of Paleatlne. which ahoald be 
made Into a West Asian Swltierland. and wbo have more right than the aodeDt race te whtcb 
It beloQgcdl" 

"The Palealloe question must be railed soma day and then Bttropean atateamen will In- 
quire what flBlm you hare. Will yon t»e able to aay that yon are the Icbabltanta ot tbe 
coantryT If foa do not aeD np ai claim, some one else will trA and obtain the laud for 
tbemaelTes. . . 

"I remember tbat not ao long ago tbe whole of Britlab Barope waa goTemed by a Jew. 
It a man of tbat ability conld be found wbo could govern a people not bis own, and govern 
a pBTtlcuIarly stubborn people aucb aa the Bngllab, I do not see why It abould be Impoaalblo 
for Jews to govern a country not larger than tbe Wales." He concludes by aaylng — "I moat 
•Incerely believe that In the time of the present generation you will became al people, seat- 
tered no doubt all over the world, but with a home you can turn to aa the boms of the race. 
or yon will be swallowed ap la the nations among whom you dwell and there will be no 
Israel at all." 

Among the leading English statesmen who favored the retura of 
Palestine to the Jews was the Prime Ministerj Lord Salisbury. Mr. 
Arthur Balfour, brother-in-law of Lord Salisbury, while in a tour through 
Canada narrated the following story to a prominent Canadian Zionist : 

"On one occasion Lord Salisbury was reproached by a friend of his 
for taking such a radical view. 'How can you, as a Christian, permit 
the Jews to be master over the tomb of Jesus ?' Lord Salisbury coolly 
replied: 'I think there is nothing more appropriate than that the tomb 
of Jesus (the Holy Sepulchre) should be guarded by his own brethren.'" 

While many Christians looked upon the restoration of Jews to Pal- 
estine in a sympathetic manner, English Jewry can boast of only one 
at that period who was deeply interested in Palestine : — the late Sir 
Moses Montefiore, who as early as 1840 laid his plans before Mohammed 
Ali to colonize Palestine with Jews. 

The chord of passionate sentiment, however, was not struck in vain. 
It gradually worked its way through and found champions among think- 
ing Jews, foremost among whom was Prof, David Kaufman, of Buda - 
pest (1865-1899), who, referring to Daniel Deronda, asks, "Who will 
" See Mac, Vol. VII, 190^ P. IS*. 
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dare to say what may not result from the rising flood of feelings in the 
heart of Jews? Who will dare to insist that the imponderable mass of 
the indefinite feelings and vagrue impulses which the march of centuries 
has rather increased than decreased in the souls of the Jewish people, 
will pass without leaving any trace?"** 

In mn vttay pnbllBhcH ISTT he qneetloai "Are Jews stlU ■ people, a ilckly bodj lDd«ad. 
bat Dtte to wblcfa roath end bad; mir retam, or ■ bleBcbed >nd gcattcred beap of boDMT" 
He camd to the mncliiBlaii that Judaiwo baa at all timea been more than a mere Tellgloo 
(Or Iti adfaerenta and that Judatim todar la awakening to and atrengthenlag in national 
•eU-conaclooaneaa. "The blatory of tbe Germaa Pulpit Eloaneaee among tbe Jewe," aaid 
Prof. Kaufman, "will have to take note of tbia. It mnat be made plain that the Jewf hare 
begun to lecognlie a natlonalltr In Judalam and a nationality that cannot be laid aalde 
aa a garnwnt. 

■■Wbat will follow tbe awakening wblcb In recent tlmea has ao wonderfully tranatOrmed 
the mapa of SaropeT Will tbat Inapire tbe Jewa alio to be In earnest wltb the hope ot 
tbauaanda of Tears and turn their patient longing tnio rapid action? . . . The erenta ot 
nnlTorail hlatorr cannot be reckoned upou either b; tbe ahort-aightedneea ot the PhUlattne 
or b7 the narrow- alghtedneea of tbe atudent. When the hour waa ripe an Augaatlne monk 
became tbe father ot reformation . . . Thei nine-time wlae of tbe Babjiontana captlritr 
smiled conteteptuonalr at tbe flie of tbe propheta and looked down wltb pit; on tbe mlaer- 
able creaturei wboae crai; Infatuation It waa to rebuild the Temple. Bnt from tbe mldlt 
of theee Terr aufferers arose mlnda to herald a new epocb for Jndah and to bring ImmoT' 
talltr to Judalam, and here again when the race lay broken on the ground under Roman 
yoke, Bar Kocbbab and a boat of warriors compelled Rome to send their ablest commander 
to coerce them, and tbe Tlctocy of tbe Romans was not an eaay one . . . The defenders uf 
Jeruaalem and tbe beroea ot Bethar aorely did not bleed In t*1u. 

"Sbould Dot the leaaon be drawn that tbe deep-rooted love and longing for Paleatloe la 
sometbing more than a barren dream of fooUab entbualaat feellnga." 

He conclndea by saying the History of Judaism presents a number of anch Sgarea. 

"Bm and Nehemlah succeeded to be prophets of the captivity; John of Qiachala stands 
beside Jndaa Ifaccabeua; Aklba ben Joaeph defends the atar-aon of Betbar and eTsn 
throDgh tbe darkness of tbe middle ages gleams the Are pillar of Jndab HaleTl. Shall we 
■ome daj be able to say and so on."" 

Among the most remarkable personalities who could see far in the 
future and become of the "so on" type in this history of the Jewish Na- 
tional revival, is Emma Lazarus. In "An Epistle to the Hebrews" she 
gives us her hopes and aims and her ideals: 

"Uy plea (or tbe establlatiment of a free JewUb State," ahe wiltea, "haa not the aniallest 
bearing upon the position of tbe American Jew. My sole deaire la to arouse In my Mlaw 
ettlxen a deeper and fuller sppreclstlon of the fact tbat mllUona of human beings belonglDV 
to tbe Jewlah race and taltb, are deapolled of their rights o( Justice and freedom, and It 
beboovea na In our proaperlty to aaalat In allerlatlng their lot ... A borne for tbe home- 
leaa, a goal for the wanderer, an aaylnm tor the persecuted, a nation, for tba denationalised. 
BOcb Is the need of our generation, and whelher It be voiced In the biasing denttncllHon of 
•ntl-Semltlsm, In tbe eutbualaam of helpful Christian adToeatea, or Iq tbe plteooa aptwal 
from Hungary and Gallda, from Beasarablai snd Warsaw, from Berlin and Dresden, tbo 
esll la too dlatlnct for mlaconatmctlon and too loud to remain Ignored and unanswered. "The 
Tlslon Is there. It will be fulfllled," aald George Bllot. "Tbe Jewa of America do not coualdar 
that whether their offer or refused co-operatlon In the glorloua scheme of repatrlaUoD grsd- 
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nallT BasumlDK daOnlte Droportlon belore tbe erea of a Bkeptlcal world, tlwt acbMne will 
ncTerthelesg be promoted and realli«d. Id th« wardt of the Tnlmud 'It 1> not ineanilKilt 
npon tbee to complete the work; thoa muit tberefore not ceate frois pDranlns It.' "■ 

Of all the Jews of English birth, the late Col. A. E. W. Goldsmid 
was the first to recognize and feel that only a national destiny made 
/ewish life worth all the struggle. His love for the Hebrew language 
knew no bounds. It is said that he declared to one of his friends that if 
the Messiah came and could not speak Hebrew with the Sephardic ac- 
cent, he would not believe he was Messiah. When the congregation 
where he belonged, desired to omit all reference to Zion from the prayer 
book, he immediately withdrew. Goldsmid stumped throughout the 
length and breadth of England seeking the creation of a Jewish State, 
When he took upon himself the management of the Hirsch Colonies in 
Argentine, he exclaimed : "We begin at A — and end with Z !" He helped 
to organize the Paris Centra! Committee of the "Hovevei Zion." 

It is said that George Eliot had in mind Goldsmid when she por- 
trayed the picture of Daniel Deronda. "Give me any place," he declared 
in the course of a lecture, "where I can organize the Jews on the basis 
of their individual Jewish existence and nothing in the world will pre- 
vent our getting to Palestine.** 

The first step in modern times to give the Jewish National move- 
ment a political status was undertaken by the Rev. Wm. £. Blackstone, 
of ChtcagOi who as chairman of a conference held in Chicago, in tKe 
summer of 1891, proposed that a memorandum be presented to Presi- 
dent Benjamin Harrison and Secretary of State James G. Blaine, to call 
at an early date an internationaf conference to consider the Jewish ques- 
tion and their claim to Palestine as their ancient home. This memo- 
randum was signed by five hundred of the most prominent and influ- 
ential Americans, — Christians and Jews, and was presented personally 
by the Rev. Blackstone, but nothing became of that agitation, as the 
American Jews did not follow up the work of Mr. Blackstone, and the 
document, as a result, remained in the archives of the State Department 
in Washington," 

HOBEBET ZION PERIOD 
While Western Europe was thus theorizing over the question of 
colonization of Palestine, the Jew of Eastern Europe, who was denied 
all privileges of secular education, and whose mental activities, with a 
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few exceptions, were confined to Talmudic and Rabbinic studies, could 
not withstand the spirit of the times. Western thought penetrated the 
walls of the Russian and Galician pales and made its way even through 
the walls of the Beth Hamidrash, where it assumed the name "Haska- 
lah" (the Hebrew word for enlightenment). The Hebrew langfuage, 
hitherto used for ritual purposes only, was adopted as the medium for 
conveying the ne wwestern ideas. It was the language best under- 
stood and most revered by the student of the "Yeshiba."* 

Abraham Mappu (1808-186?) was probably the first* in Eastern 
Europe to attract the attention of the new Haslcalah generation to their 
ancient land. His romance, "Ahabath Zion" (The Love of Zion), and 
his "Ashmath Shomron" (The Transgression of Samana), both master- 
pieces of literature, have made multitudes of readers enthusiastic for 
the land of their ancestors-. "The Love of Zion,"' is an histori- 
cal romance, the first novel written in classic Hebrew, and with 
the exception of Wessely's "Songs of Glory" and Luzzatto's dramas, 
it was the first contribution to Hebrew belles-lettres. It deals with 
the epoch of Jewish history in the days of Hezekiah, King of Judah, 
and Isaiah, the son of Amoz, the golden age of Judea. Here the pro- 
phet appeals to the various factions of Israel and admonishes the boast- 
ing King of Babylon to forsake his evil waysk The reader is carried 
back to the Judea of the prophets and kings, who are brought to life 
by the author. All the splendor of the once great Judea, her priests, 
Levites, etc., pass before the mind's eye. One can almost hear the mur- 
murs of the Jordan, the growling of the tions and leopards of the Her- 
mon, the rustling of the cedars of the Lebanon. Indeed, the very air is 
saturated with the balmy breeze of the Sharon. Mappu's remarkable 
command of the language of the Bible, his vigorous style, and his. 

> Tbe BnnUn laiiKDifa mm not bald In high eit««m br tha llaikUlm. 

' In th« InterMtlng Hebreir Snefdopcdta Bepbcr Hs-brttb (Book of tbe CoT«ll«nt) bj" 
R. Pblne*« Elijah ben Uelr. of Wllna (Braenn, 1795) la foimd ■ pbimko about Zlonlan 
wblcb soands rery modem. Tbe EntrclopedUt bbtb: "Since the aafea aar that the rerr all 
of the Hoir Land la ittmoIatlaK. It la Indeed gnrprlilcK that tbe Jewa wbo hare been benntt- 
fnllr bleaaed br ProTldenre prefer IWliig elaewbere tban In tbeir rlBbttnl home, the Inher- 
itance of tbelr fortfathera. The; abould be eager to retam, even aa a child rant to Itl 
mother'a arma witb Joy. We are called "One Nation," becanw at eat eonnectlon with th* 
land ot our ancestors." 

It abDiTB that even In the time of tbe antbor tbeie wen aome who were inteieated In 
Ibe return of the Jews to Paleatlne and otbera who were aatlalled ta remain In eiDe.,Bee 
"Ma'amar Sfaebl." Waraaw ed., 18W, p. 9CM. Alao aea Oeorge Kobat Hac. II, p. 4. 

* Wflna, MOt ^ 
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splendid description of nature were enchanting to his readers who had 
no access to other literatures. It awakened 3 lon^ng in the hearts of 
the young generation for their historic land, a longing dormant in the 
nation for eighteen centuries*. 

What Mappu has accomplished in his poetic novels, Lebenson 
(1852-1888) has done with his poetic verse. This young poet was prob- 
ably the first genuine Hebrew poet of modem times. 

Micha Joseph, as he was known to Hebrew readers, brought back 
to youth King Solomon and Shulamith, and in the most eloquent man- 
ner his poetic pen has painted ancient Judea." In one of his Zion songs 
he exclaims, "Land of the Muses, perfection of Beauty! Wherein every 
stone is a book, every rock a graven tablet." 

Kalman Schulman, in his romance, "Harisuth Bether" (The De- 
struction of Bethar), dealing with the epoch of Bar Kochba, also had a. 
great influence on readers in kindling and maintaining enthusiasm for 
their historic land*. The impression left by those men was strength- 
ened by a host of others through the columns of the Hebrew weeklies, 
Hamag^d, Hameliz, Haz'phirah, and in the monthly, Hashahar. 

The weekly agitations carried on by David Gordon (1886-1886) in 
Hamaggid, for the colonization of Palestine, and the Messianic idea 
expounded so clearly by Perez Smolenskin (1842-1886)'', brought the 
Jewish national idea close to the hearts of the people. Smolenskin 
started out as an iconoclast, uprooting with a spade of reform the super- 
stitious practices of his people, and emerged from the chaos of his gen- 
eration as a prophet. He offered his entire life for his people and 
its literature. His love for his people knew no bounds. "I will 
confess unblushingly," said he, writing to Prof. David Kauffman, "that 
I love my people far more than I love my God. It moves me less to 
hear ill spoken of the God of Israel than it would to hear anything 
unfavorable of the people of Israel." This intense love for his people 
awakened in him a desire to rescue his suffering and outraged brethren 
from the Russian pogroms of 1886. 

Next to his love for his people was his love for the Hebrew lan- 
guage. To one of his friends who, admiring his style in the German 
vernacular, insisted that he write in that language "that promises a 

•Sm RenaliMnca ot Hflbrew Llteratun, br N. Sloiuchi, Tawlih Pnb. Boc. of Anerictt, 
p. U4. 

' BblNl Batb Zlan. WUna, ISK, See the BeDituaDce ot Hebrew UtentnN bj Nabnm 
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better future for him," he replied, "If I am an Othello, do you want me 
to be an la^ also?" Nothing could distract him from his beloved 
Hebrew muse*. 

Smolenskin pointed out ^at true nationalism is thoroughly in 
accord with the realization of the tdeial of universal brotherhood of 
men. For the first time, he entirely divested the Messianic idea of its 
religious element. Among other things, he said, "National devotion is 
but a higher grade of devotion to family. , . . The Messianic idea 
is nothing but a hope of national rebirth. The Messianic era will be 
that in which the Jew will have achieved political and moral emancipa- 
tion. . . . Why should the Greeks' and Roumanians desire a 
national emancipation and the people of the Bible not?"* He refutes 
the theory of Mendelssohn, who declared that "Judaism is nothing more 
than a religious confession."" 

His antagonism to Mendelssohn's philosophy regarding Judaism 
was most uncompromising. He ascribes whatever is corrupt and un- 
jewish in the reform teachings to the influence of the sage of Dessau 
and his followers. He accuses Mendelssohn of inconsistency for being 
an Orthodox in practice and a Radical at heart." "The son of Mena- 
heni" (as Mendelssohn was styled by Hebrew writers), he said "was a 
trader, not a Rabbi nor a scholar in Jewish science. As a trader he 
traded with his people, his religion, and beliefs,"" He even accused 
Mendelssohn of plagiarizing the poetic works of Ephraim Kuh. 

The active propaganda emanating from the columns of the Hasha- 
har — among whose contributors may be mentioned Ben Yehudah," 

■ 8m lb. 128-Z*. 

• Id Hebrew be waa a purUt la ttjle. Be ebdeaTond to mo^Sa hla Hebrew ■■ DMilr •• 
l>oi*lble after ttiat at the Propheti. He did not, howerM, beap op pnrelr Biblical ezpceaalona 
aa did otber writer*. 

* See Am Olam. 
x Btb Lata'atb. 

" Eth lata'atb, Cbapter 1. 

"Ba To'eb be-Daike ha Hayjlm, Pt. IV, 12. 

■> Bnoleiukla waa not tbe oalj one to oppoae tbe doctrine of Mendelisobn ; Indeed hlN can- 
tamporaFr. Proteeaor David Saaftman, said: "Mendeliaobn, parti; on aceonnt of bla alBgnlar 
waot of hlRtorlcal knowledge, and partlr on account of bli dread of aroaalng watchful hatred, 
aaw blmielf forced to denj that hla race were tbe lDh^^ltoT■ of ■ aeparate natloaalltf." 

Hendeliaobn was alao mncb oppoaed bj manr contempoiary Babble, partlcnlarir by 
Bnbbl Uoaea Sofer, tbe noted Rabbi of Preeabnrg, who warned faU «ona not to read tbe 
work! of Mo«ei of Deeian. "B'llfrel Btt'ina'D, al tlBhl'cbn 7«d." The book! of Hoaee Dea- 
sau do not aproacb with jonr hand.) 

■• fie* Oaar Itnel, Pt TI, 3SI. 

» HaBhafaar iSU-OSO. 
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who in a series of articles, proposed the colonization of Palestine as the 
only means to save Jews and Judaism — made a great impression upon 
the intellectual elements of European Jewry. 

When he saw that the "Alliance," opposed to the movement of 
colonization of Palestine, was encouraging instead immigration to 
America, he published in his "Monthly" a violent criticism of that 
oi^nization. Smolenskin made efforts to form a company for the 
purchase of land in Palestine, but failing in his enterprise, he jour- 
neyed to the English diplomat, Laurence Oliphant, through whom he 
hoped to succeed in getting European powers to intervene on behalf of 
colonization of Jews in Palestine. His early death prevented him from 
carrying out his plans for the people he loved. His biographer, Reuben 
Brainin, rightly sums up the character of Perez Smolenskin : "He had the 
faculty of dying for his people, not of living for it."i* 

This new ideal soon made rapid strides among the rank and file of 
the Jews of Eastern Europe, most of whom were being fearfully ground 
down, deprived of citizenship and oppressed with taxation and ex- 
actions of all sorts. In Russia, the Jew lost confidence in the idle 
promises of emancipation and equality made to him by Jthe preachers of 
assimilation, during the reign of Alexander H. The young Russian Jew, 
being excluded from schools and all walks of life, treated in his native 
land as an alien, exposed to scorn and ignominy wherever he turned by 
his Russian neighbors, turned his back on Russia and looked upon the 
country of his birth as an enemy country. He yearned for things Jew- 
ish, for a polity of his own. 

The Hobebei Zionists became the progressive party of the Russian 
Jews, the party of the young militant Jew whose restless soul found 
in the new Jewish movement an ideal worth fighting for. , 

The accession of the tyrant Alexander HI to the Russian throne in 
1881, and the anti-Jewish outburst following that event, drove the Jews 
into a state of confusion. The outrage inflicted upon the Jews of Eliza- 
bethgrad, Nicolaiev, Yalta, and many other cities, where bloodthirsty 
mobs were turned loose upon Jewish communities and engaged in the 
devilish work of annihilation, plunder and incendiarism, resulted in thou- 
sands of families being left without food and shelter, without a gleam 

■• 8m Fem amotenakiii. by BMbtti Bralnln, VarMW, 19001 (Sc« Uu, IMS, p. 29S.) 
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of hope and without any prospects of starting' life anew in their native 
towns. 

To emigrate was the only chance left for these unfortunate victims. 
But "where ?" was the question that agitated the minds of public men 
in Jewry. Germany shut its doors in front of the poor Russian exiles, 
other European countries were not economically inviting for poor im- 
migrants; America and Palestine were the two most available lands. 
The able-bodied, the mechanic and the trader, followed the advice of 
Western philanthropists," and emigrated to America. Among the ad- 
vocates of immt|fTation to the United States was the poet Yehudah Lob 
Gordon. The riots of 1881 called forth two poems from his pen, where- 
in he consoles his people and concludes by saying; "Since we have 
neither a house nor a mother, let us go where freedom reigns supreme, 
where no man is ashamed of his nation or of his God." 

The nationalists, on the other hand, urged the Russian refugees 
to go to Palestine. The leader of the Jewish Na.tional Party who fav- 
ored the return of Jews to the ancestoral home was Dr. Led Pinsker 
(1821-1891), the author of "Auto-Emancipation."" 

Pinsker, like the author of the "Jewish State," was by environment 
and education far away from Jewish National influences- He was in- 
terested in his medical profession ; he was regarded as a physician of 
prominence, and was esteemed in the Odessa Community for his skill 
and devotion to his patients. Yet like the Jewish physicians of the Mid- 
dle Ages he was ready to serve his people in any capacity he was called 
upon. While his leading countrymen were dazed and perplexed by 
the sudden Anti-Jewish outbreaks, Pinsker worked out a plan of how 
to avoid future occurence of massacres. He chose as the motto for his 
brochure, "If I do not help myself who will help me, and if not now — 
when ?"^**' "Let 'now or never !' be our watchword," he ex- 
claimed. "Woe to our descendants, woe to the memory of our Jewish 
contemporaries, if we let this moment pass by." He warns his people. 

In searching for the cause of Jewish suffering he remarks, "The Jew- 
ish people have no fatherland of their own though they have many mo- 
therlands. They have no rallying point, no centre of gravity, no govern- 
ment of their own, no accredited representative ; they are everywhere in 
evidence and nowhere at home. The nations have never to deal with a 
Jewish nation but always with mere Jews." 

" Some orxanlied themselTc 
■* A pamphlet written In G 
Uabed Id ISSl, ]alt bsTare the rl 
1» HIUM Ptrk* Abotb I. '" 
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Pinsker recognized in Anti-Semitism a hereditary form of demon- 
opathy. He regards "Judeophobia" as a nervous disorder based upon 
aberration of the human mind, useless to contend against it, just as it 
would be against any inherited predisposition. 

Pinsker looked upon Jewish emancipation as only a palliative meas- 
ure, but not as a cure. . . . "Legal emancipation," he states, "is the 
crowning achievement of our century, but legal emancipation is not 
social emancipation. It is a postulate of logic and law. It cannot 
be regarded as a spontaneous expression of human feeling. . . ." He 
deplored the fact that the Jew had lost his self-respect. "We have sunk 
so low that we become almost jubilant, when as in the Occident a small 
fraction of our people is put on equal footing with non-Jews. But," 
said Pinsker, "He who must be put on footing assuredly stands inse- 
curely. . . . For the sake of a comfortable position," he continues, 
"we persuade ourselves and others that we are not Jews any longer, but 
full-blooded sons of the Fatherland. Idle delusion I You may prove 
yourself patriot ever so true, you will be reminded at every opportunity 
of your Semitic descent. , . . What a pitiful figure we do cut I" ex- 
claimed the author. "We do not count as a nation among other nations 
and we have no voice in the councils of other people, even in the affairs 
which concern us. Our Fatherland is the other man's country; our 
unity — dispersion ; our solidarity — the general hostility to us ; our 
weapon — humility; our defense — flight; our individuality — adaptability; 
our future — tomorrow, Whatj a contemptible role for the people which 
once had the Maccabees? .... 

The tragedy of the Jew, according to Pinsker, is that he lives a 
life of indecision. He cannot die, nor can he live a national life. "There 
are some Jews, who think that they must give up all claims of indepen- 
dence in order to prove their loyalty as citizens in the countries where 
they reside. It is true," said Pinsker, "that those happy ones who at- 
tained their national independence lived upon their own soil and spoke 
one language and had the advantage over us. But what if our position 
is more difficult? That is the more reason why we should strain every 
energy for this task ending our national misery in an honorable fashion. 
We must go resolved and ready for sacrifice and God will help us. We 
were always ready for sacrifice and we didn't lack resolutioit to hold our 
banner fast even if not to hold it high, but we sailed the surging ocean 
of universal history without a compass and such a compass must be 
invented. . . . We waged the most glorious of all partisan struggles 



-c by Google 



INTRODUCTION ixtix 

with all the people of the earth who with one accord desired to exter- 
minate us. . . . But the war we have waged has not been for a 
fatherland, but for the wretched maintenance of millions of Jewish peo- 
ple." Pinsker realizes the difficulties of obtaining a leader for such a 
heroic task, but with him the most necessary thing is a homeland ; as to 
leadership, he is of the opinion that if we lack such a genius as Moses, ne- 
cessity would ''ring forth a number of energetic and distinguished Wends 
of the people who would take the leadership. Pinsker gives also as one 
of the causes of the long exile the belief in the miraculous Messiah who 
will intervene for Israel to regain his political freedom until whose 
coming Israel must bear patiently the punishment of exile inflicted upon 
him by God. 

To Pinsker the prospect of doing away with anti-semitism as long 
as the Jew is in exile is not bright. "If the prejudice of the human 
race against the Jew rests upon ethnological and social grounds innate 
and ineradicable, we must look no more to the slow progress of human- 
ity, we must learn tq recognize that as long as we lack a home of our 
own such as other nations have we must resign forever the noble hope 
of becoming equals of our fellow men. We must recognize that before 
the great idea of human brotherhood will unite all the peoples of the earth 
milleniums must elapse, and meanwhile a people that is at home every- 
where and nowhere must everywhere be regarded as aliens. "'' 

Pinsker, like Theodore Herzl, did not point out the territory where 
the Jewish nationality should be established. He left the selection of 
the place to the congress of Jewish notables. The chief idea with him 
was a land of *Our Own." If perchance the Holy Land will again 
become ours, "all the better," said Pinsker. 

His pamphlet evoked much comment and discussion in intellectual 
circles of Russian Jewry. West-European Jewry, however, particularly 
Germany, for whom the pamphlet was intended, paid no attention to 
the call of the Jewish physician. Pinsker was forced to take the leader- 
ship upon himself. 

In the year 1883 he organized a society that had for its aim the 
colonization of Jews in Palestine. With the founding of this society 
began his activities as leader of the Hobebei Zion movement in Russia. 
He immediately surrounded himself with a number of energetic 
workers who accepted his leadership and were ready to assist in work- 
ing out his problems. 

" Sc« "Anto-EmanclMtlon," Pnb. F«d«TaUon of American ZlooUta, 1900, traDsUled bj 
D. S. Blondbedn. 



-c by Google 



^ INTRODUCTION 

Among the members of Pinsker's circle (of intellectuals) was the 
Talmudic scholar and "Maskil," Moses Loeb LJlienblum, whose Jewish 
consciousness had been awakened by the anti-Jewish riots of 1881-1882." 

In an article, "The Essence of the Jewish Question," published in 
the Russo-Jewish paper Razsvyet,^* Lilienblum pointed out that 
"the salvation of Israel will not come through emigration to other lands 
nor (as some believe) through refraining from doing anything which 
may displease his neighbors, nor even by securing equal rights." He 
warns his people that the great suffering of the Jew in the Middle Ages 
is not a thing of the past nor is modern anti-semitism, for political pur- 
poses as developed by Bismark of momentary significance, the pogroms 
and massacres in the Slavic lands will not disappear upon obtaining of 
equal rights with the rest of the population. (Note i). 

To Lilienblum anti-semitism is a natural phenomenon, having as 
its foundation the well-known principle, "Near is my shirt, but nearer 
is my skin." He dismisses the idea that Jew hatred is only temporary, 
accidental in its character and originated by ill-disposed persons. Anti- 
semitism today, according to the writer, is due to national fanaticism 
in contradistinction to that of the Middle; Ages, which was due to relig- 
ious fanaticism. The Jewish sufferings of today may be considered as 
the blossoms of the new national movement in Europe. The fruit of it 
is yet to come. 

To him there is only one way to overcome it, and that is to cease 
to be strangers; not by means of absolute fusion with their neighbors, 
as from such fusion their descendants will lose the many excellent quali- 
ties wherewith the Jewish nation has been so generously endowed. 

Furthermore, granting that the inimical ocean will consent to swal- 
low Israel up, it is questionable whether a people can commit suicide 
voluntarily. 

"Fusion," he said, "is the work of history, and history is not yet 
ready to put the final touches to our national existence. Single desert- 
ers are not counted; such as trade with their conscience and convictions 
never were ; but the fate of the Jews from such people never eased, on 
the contrary, as Achad Haam has said, they diminished the numbers of 
the stricken and increased "The numbers of the striking!" 

Th«t la whT tbe anthor coutlnan: "We moit atrlTe to colonlM Paleatlne, to i>«piil«t« It 
with oni own, ao that Id the conrae o[ ■ centar; we can leave Inhoapttable Sarope and tnlMbU 
«DT own coantrj, th« coantrr or oat acceMots. to wblcb we bare • hl«torlc»l rlslit, a right 
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wUeb WM not deatrored or iMt b; ni wltb tbe low of liidet>«ndanea. Tbla principle la tob- 
•tantUted bj tbe fi.t« of tbe natlonalltlea of tbe Balkan penlnanla. ... Of conraa we mnat 
iDMt ridicule cheertnllj and not fllncb from dlMcnltlea whlcb will ariM In tbo conrae ot 
ear labor* to attain onr aim. Perbapi like onto Sanbalat tbe Boronlte, out own bretbien 
will lauKb na to tcocn, daiplw na, and say wltb blm: 'Wbat la tbli thing that y« dot 
Will re nbcl aKalnat tbe KingT What do thew feeble JewiT Will tbey fortlf; tbem- 
mItmT Will tber aacrlflcol Wtll tbe; rerire tbe etonee out of the beape of tbe rnbblah 
whlcb aM bnrnedT' An we to loie couraKe becann of ridknlel The conrae of onr two 
thooeand rears of bletorr !■ a record of ecorn and martrtdom." 

He concluded by saying "but the genius of Israel endured it all. 
Our ancestors were less developed in the time of Nehemiah and they 
were few in numbers, yet with what an energy they built up the walls 
of Jerusalem I Nehemiah records, "And it came to pass from that time 
forth that half of my young men wrought in the work and the other 
half of them held boUi the spear, the shields and the bows and the 
habergeons. They which builded on the wall, and they that bore bur- 
dens .... every one with one of his hands wrought in the work, 
and with the other hand held a weapon. For the builders, every one 
had his sword girded by his side and so builded, etc. So we labored in 
the work, and half of them held the spears from the rising of the morn- 
ing till the stars appeared, etc."^ 

One of the "intellectuals" to join Pinsker's circles and to accept his 
leadership was Asher Ginsburg, now known as "Achad Haam." With 
the enthusiasm of youth Ginsburg gave the author of Auto-Emancipa- 
tion the most loyal support in his agitation for the colonization, of Pales- 
tine. But, soon after his arrival in Odessa (1885), having carefully scru- 
tinized the program of the Hobebei Zion, he discovered defects in the 
underlying principle of the movement, and in an article," "Lo leh 
Haderek" (not this is the way), over the signature "Achad Haam" (in 
the Hebrew paper, Hameliz), he analyzed the aims and purposes of 
the "Lovers of Zion." With the mind of a keen critic he pointed out 
the half-hearted aims and hesitating methods of the "Lover of Zion" 
and in a subsequent article" he exhibited the broader, the cultural and 
^iritual side of the Jewish question. 

He laid the foundation for a new school in Jewish nationalism, now 
known as "Spiritual" or "Moral Zionism" or "Achad Haamism." He 
presented in his argument the philosophy of Jewish history and develop- 
ment of Jewish thought. The practical steps he advocated were deduc- 
tions of his philosophical arguments. 

"Nebemtah 1t:10. t 

" 8eo alio A) Parathath DtrechltD, Vol. 1, Cbap. 1. 
' "Derek Hacharylin" (the War of Ufe>, lb. 
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To Achad Haam a new "moral centre" for Judaism in Palestine, 
to which the Jews from all over the world may look for inspiration and 
guidance, is of paramount importance if the long historic chain whose 
links were strengthened by the "Torah" shall not come apart through 
the dispersed condition of the Jewish race throughout the world. 

Achad Haam did not agree with the program of the first Basle con- 
gress, because it laid too much stress on the political aspect of Zionism 
and neglected the spiritual side of the movement. (Note 2). 

Ginsburg fails to find the true Hebraic spirit in the emanci- 
pated Jew, who being anxious to be like his neighbors, he is careful 
to keep his differences in the background- His manners, customs and 
views of life are moulded by non-Jewish influences. His privilege to 
inhale the air of European culture, whence modem nations derive their 
spiritual sustenance, he can only win by becoming part and parcel of 
the particular nation in which he happens to live, and, as his racial 
instincts are too strong to allow him to merge completely with his sur- 
roundings, he has to search for other means to preserve his 
own identity while the process of assimilation is going on. In such a 
perplexity were the founders of the Reform movement, and they could 
only solve it by accepting "Judaism" instead' of holding to "Hebraism," 
by limiting their innate national life which was their own to the 
sphere of religion only. 

"But the truth is," said Ginsburg, "that if Western Jews were not 
slaves to their emancipation it would never have entered their heads to 
consecrate their people to spiritual missions or aims before it had ful- 
filled that physical, natural "mission," which belongs to every organism, 
before it had created for itself conditions suitable to its character, in 
which it could develop its latent powers and aptitudes, its own particular 
form of life, in a normal manner, and in obedience to the demands of its 
nature. Then, and only then, we may well believe, its development 
might lead it in course of time to some field of work in which it would 
be specially fitted to act as teacher, and thus contribute once again to 
the general good of humanity, in a way suited to the spirit of the modem 
world. And if then philosophers tell us that in this field of work lies 
the 'mission' of our people, for which it was created, I shall not, indeed, 
be able to subscribe to their view ; but I shall not quarrel with them on 
a mere question of names." 
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"Bat alasl" he exclaims, "I shall doubtless be dead and buried 
before then. Today, while I am still alive, I try, mayhap, to give my 
weary eyes a rest from the scene of ignorance, of degradation, of unut- 
terable poverty that confronts me here in Russia, and find comfort by 
looking yonder across the border, where there are Jewish professors, 
Jewish members of academies, Jewish officers in the army, Jewish civil 
servants ; and when I see there, behind the glory and the grandeur of it 
all, a two-fold spiritual slavery, moral slavery, and intellectual slavery, 
and ask myself : Do I envy these fellows- Jews of mine their emancipa- 
tion? I answer, in all truth and sincerity: Nol a thousand times NOt 
The privileges are not worth the price! I may not be emancipated, but 
at least I have not sold my soul for emancipation. I at least can pro- 
claim from the housetops that my kith and kin are dear to me wherever 
they are, without being constrained to find forced and unsatisfactory 
excuses. I at least can remember Jerusalem at other times than those 
of 'divine service.' I can mourn for its loss, in public or in private, 
without being asked what Zion is to me, or I to Zion. I at least have 
no need to exalt my people to heaven, to trumpet its superiority above 
all other nations, in order to find a justification for its existence. I at 
least know 'why I remain a Jew' — or, rather, I can find no meaning in 
such a question, any more than if I were asked why I remain my 
father's son. I at least can speak my mind concerning the beliefs and 
the opinions which T have inherited from my ancestors, without fearing 
to snap the bond that unites me to my people. I can even adopt that 
'scientific heresy which bears the name of Darwin' without any danger 
to my Judaism. In a word, I am my own, and my opinions and feelings 
are my own. I have no reason for concealing or denying them, for 
deceiving others or myself. And this spiritual freedom — scoflf who will t 
^I would not exchange or barter for all the emancipation in the 
world. "» 

Ginsburg holds that the Ghetto Jew saved Hebraism from extinc- 
tion because he was his own master, and he followed the practices of 
his forefathers, but the trouble with the Ghetto Jew was that the Hebra- 
ism had a one-sided development. Its walls shut out general culture 
and modern ideas, "and a spirit that can only live by keeping out the 
light of modern thought and progress might as well be dead." Further- 
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more, the walls of the Ghetto cannot hold out much longer. It is crum- 
bling before our eyes. It cannot resist much longer the forces which 
have been working to overthrow it "Is it possible that the survival 
of the Jews for so long a period," asks Achad Haam, "is a meaningless 
freak of history? Are we ready to give up hope against overwhelming 
odds or find the solution in a voluntary national suicide? TTiis is unbe- 
lievable. There is only one solution to this perplexity. The revival of 
the "Hebraic spirit in the natural land of Hebraism." 

Id another place bs remark! : "The Tlclailtndea of Israel throngboat th« centnrlM of 
the DIiperaloD, bnt particularly durUiB tbea» latter dara of aura, make It plain that we 
JewB cannot hope to lead the life of a aeparate nation anions atranxa people*, and ret IM aa 
one of them, taking part In all the actiTlUea about na aa thongh ne were fnll-blooded 
natirea of tbe landa of onr aojoam, and at the aame time remain a nation pacnllar In Tlewa 
and dlatlnct In character. Woe onto na In etU dar>> and woe anto- oi In daya of annahlnet 
Ulafortonea malm oar manhood, farorable cticumatancea onr national spirit. The former 
make of na men deapleable in tbe algbt of our feUowa, tbe latter a nation deaplcable In 
Ita own alght. In vain for ui to waate our atrength and aisalpnte onr meana In the effort 
to conquer an nnaaaailable poaltlon In the mldat of another nation. We are boand to taU. 
Two patha He stretched out before oa— tbe path of life and the path of death. If our eyea 
Are fixed upon the death goal, then let aa disregard tbe connaet of temporlclng bealera, 
let ua await death wltb a calm spirit. It may tarry and delay, but came It Inerltably muat. 
If, however, we cbooae life, then It behooTes ua to bblld as a house for ourselrea alone, 
snil In a aecare apot, and can there be any spot secnmr than tbe land Inberltad from oar 
XatheraT Then It beboovea ns to consecrate aur noblest powers, material and aplritual, to 
tbe one purpoM, tbe regeneration of onr people In tbe iand of onr forafathera."" 

To him the love of Zion is not a part of Judaism, but is Judaism. 
The revival of the Hebraic spirit does not depend upon the establishment 
of a certain number of colonies, but upon the establishment of a Jewish 
spiritual life in Palestine. Even a small settlement of Jews, not neces- 
sarily independent in the political sense but tree from the cramping con- 
dition of the Ghetto and made to draw its spiritual inspirations from 
Hebrew sources of the native soil, would breathe into the dead bones of 
scattered Israel of the diaspora a Hebraic spirit without which regenera- 
tion in diaspora can have no hope to resist the overwhelming forces of 
assimilation.'* 

The establishment of a spiritual centre for Hebraism would reslilt 
in further expanding and strengthening the Palestine settlements. 
Hence the idea of a Hebrew culture must precede the restoration, in 
order to make Palestine Hebraic, and must succeed in order to act as 
tbe magnet for the remnant of the Jews in whom national consciousness 

" See Al Paraahath Drachlni, ch. "The Way of Life." 

■■ Acbad Ream makes a distinction between Bebralam and Jtidalam. Tbe flrat be use* 
In speaking of the race, tbp second Is applied to speclflcnlly rell^ioua elements. "SplrlC" 

■- '"--'■ 's tbe antithesis of "body." It Is the Inner life, aa, for example, tbe spirit of 

■"■"' ■- ■— ■■'- applied to the literature and to thetype at life In wblcb the 
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has not been crushed by the weight of foreign culture. Only in Pales- 
tine can be combined whatever was best in the Ghetto life with modern 
culture of the emancipated countries. A union was impossible in dia- 
spora because the soil was lacking to mould it together, and because the 
land with which Israel's history is bound up was not at hand to unite it. 

Only there where the goal of our most cherished aspirations lies 
since we left for the long exile can we begin anew to carry out the ideas 
of the prophets. There only can the Hebrew spirit] find a body, become 
a force in the life of Israel and effect a great moral influence even upoo 
the emancipated Jews of Western Europe. 

Of course, the literature of the spiritual centre must be in the lan- 
guage that expresses best the Hebrew spirit The Hebrew language, 
our spiritual possession, is part and parcel of the Hebrew spirit, withr 
out which there can be no "Hebrew spirit." 

Achad Haam hates reform Judaism because he finds that it enslaves- 
the soul in order to gain bodily liberty". 

Achad Haam made three visits to Palestine, and his views of the 
condition of the land are embodied in a series of articles in Hashiloah 
under the title "Emct Me-Erez Israel" (the Truth from the Land of 
Israel) .» 

From the foregoing pages it will be observed that the pioneers of 
"Hobebei Zionism" in Russia were mainly "Maskilini" (intellectuals). 
The rank and file of Russian Jewry, which was strictly orthodox in 
its belief, stood aloof from the movement partly because of the old- 
established notion regarding Messiah and a miraculous redemption, 
and partly because they looked with suspicion on the efforts of the 
Maskilim as they did on all modem tendencies and ideas. Judaism of 
Russia four decades ago was almost completely under Rabbinic influ- 
ence. They were the representatives and the spokesmen of the Russian 
Jewish communities. No movement could grow withotrt their support, 
and no idea could impress the Jewish public unless sanctioned by the 
leading Rabbis. Hobebei Zionism, therefore, eagerly desired the sup- 
port of a recognized Rabbinic authority. Such an authority presented 
itself in the person of Rabbi Samuel Mohilever (1824-1898). 

Mohilevcr was a rare type of a Rabbi. He combined profound Tal- 
mudic scholarship with knowledge of a secular character, which was 
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rare in Russian Rabbinism. He was deeply pious, generous, unselfish 
and public-spirited. 

He devoted his life to Rabbinic studies, was recognized as an author- 
ity on questions of Jewish law and practice, and although constantly 
busy replying to such questions as were directed to him, found time 
for philosophic and cabalistic speculations. 

He spoke and wrote fluently in a number of languages, and was 
modem in his point of view. He was a born leader, a great organizer, 
beloved by all people irrespective of their religious views. His Zionistic 
activity began in 1875, the ninetieth anniversary of Sir Moses Montc- 
fiore, when he collected from the Jews of Radom, where he served as 
Rabbi, a large sum of money for the Jewish settlements of Palestine in 
honor of Sir Moses. 

The year 1881, the darkest year in the history of the Jews of Rus- 
sia, found Rabbi Samuel at the head of his sorely-tried people. He had 
witnessed the massacres and the progroms; he had seen the blood of 
his brethren flowing in streams in the old Jewish communities, he had 
noticed that Jewish sufferings were tiot only physical, but also spiritual 
in character. He became more than ever convinced of the necessity of 
providing for his brethren a Jewish centre in their ancestral home. 
Emigration to America was distasteful to him because he feared the 
loss of tiieir spiritual life. 

In 1882 he organized in Warsaw the first Hobebei Zion Society. 
In the same year he visited Paris and was introduced to Baron Edmond 
de Rothschild by Rabbi Zadoc Kahn and Michael Erlanger, With his 
logical arguments and his pathetic appeals he convinced the Baron of 
the practicability of his plans. The Baron authorized him to find in Rus- 
sia some practical Jewish farmers and with the assistance of Jehiel Bril! 
he located such farmers near the village Rosenoy, in the government of 
Grodno, with whom the colony Ekron was established. 

From Paris he issued an appeal to his countrymen to help their 
brethren to settle in Palestine. In this appeal the Rabbi proved by. dia- 
lectic reasoning supported by authoritative opinion that Hobebei Zion- 
ism conforms with the letter and spirit of the law. The call, signed 
also by two other Rabbis, soon found a sympathetic response from tha 
orthodox Jewish public. The two other signers, however, soon with- 
drew from the movement upon hearing that students of the «niversities 
belonging to the Bilu organization contemplated settling in Palestine- 
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In an article entitled "The Purpose of My Journey to the Holy 
LAnd," published upon his return from Palestine in the summer of 
1890,** he writes: "I am surprised to see many Rabbinic scholars and 
pious Jews opposing the development of Palestine by Jews because, as 
they claim, the Jewish colonists, particularly the young element, do not 
observe the law. . . • Even if such accusation were true, I have 
shown long ago from Rabbinic writings that God prefers His children 
should be in His land, even if they do not observe the law in the proper 
manner, rather than that they live in other lands and observe the law 
scrupulously. But even the greatest enemies of the Jew would not dare 
say that in Palestine the Jews are less observant than elsewhere. On 
the contrary, they are much better Jews in Palestine than anywhere 
else. I visited many colonies and I found almost all of them are observ- 
ant Jews. But granting there were a few, free in their religious views, 
such Jews are found all over, and Palestine is no exception. I can 
testify that during my stay in Palestine I never witnessed a colonist 
violate the Sabbath or any other law publicly." 

After his return from Palestine he entered into the Zionist move- 
ment with all the energy at his command. The same year he was instru- 
mental in organizing in Warsaw the society "M'nuchoh V'nachlo," 
whose aim was to found a settlement for their members. The colony 
Rechobotfa was founded by that society (1891). 

Rabbi Samuel traveled extensively on behalf of the movement, 
addressed many meetings and corresponded with the most prominent 
Jews of Europe on matters concerning Palestine and Jews. The city 
of Bialostock, of which he later became the Rabbi, formed a 
rich field for his activities. A number of Bialostock Jews became land- 
owners of Petach Tikvah (the gate of hope). These new arrivals 
enabled the old settlers of the colony, who had left it in despair because 
of severe epidemics, to return. 

Mohilcver was the organizer of the Kattowitz conference, in which 
he took a leading part. He also was the guiding spirit of the Drusge- 
nick and Wilna conferences. 

When the controversy about the Sabbatical year (shemittah) 

(1889) broke out, which threatened the destruction of many years of 

hard labor, if the opinion of the Jerusalem Rabbis were accepted, he 

stood fast to the opinion he rendered that the Biblical law of Shemit- 

" SUb«t ZloB. pas* 7. 
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tah is not obligatory at the present time. He gained the support of 
many leading Rabbis of Russia. The recognized authority. Rabbi Isaac 
Elchanan, of Kovno, coincided with him. 

He was among the first Rabbis to support Herzl, and was one of 
the few Rabbis that helped to bring about the first Zionist congress at 
Basel. 

Rabbi Mohilever was not satisfied with preaching only. He has 
the credit of being the first to plant in Palestine an "Ethrogim" garden 
(large citrons). The Odessa committee on his seventieth anniversary 
honored him by contributing a large sum of money with which to plant 
a large number of trees in his garden.. His garden is situated at tha 
colony Hederah, and bears the name of the founder, "Gan Samuel" 
(The Garden of Samuel). 

To him Palestine and Judaism were one. He could not con- 
ceive how a Jew can be against developing Palestine by Jews. When 
he was asked on one occasion if he considered an anti-Zionist a Jew 
he replied; "Yes! he's a Jew, but not a logical Jew." 

In order to combat the arguments of the opposition forces among 
the Rabbis who saw in the growing movement of Hobebei Zion con- 
tradictions to certain obscure passages in the Scripture and Talmudic 
writings. Rabbi Mohilever carried on an extensive correspondence with 
the most celebrated authorities of the Russian Rabbinate and received 
the support and co-operation of many of them.*" 

His most loyal supporter was Rabbi Mordecai Eliasberg, of Bausk, 
Kuriand (1817-1890). Eliasberg entered the movement with all the 
energy at his command and became the right hand of his friend and 
colleague, the Rabbi of Bialostock. He was a great admirer of Rabbi 
Kalischer, of Thorn, whose book, D'rishat Zion, exerted a great in- 
fluence on him. The views of Eliasberg on Hobebei Zionism are re- 
corded in his book, "Sh'bil Hazahab" (The Golden Path), published by 
his son (also famous for his Zionistic labors). Rabbi Jonathan Elias- 
berg. Other leaders of the Hobebei Zion movement in Russia were 
S. P. Rabinowitz, the historian; Kalman Wolf Wisotzky, the million- 
aire philanthropist; Lewanda, the journalist; H. Manneh and M. M. 
Dolitzky, the poets ; Mordecai ben Hillel ha Cohen, the writer ; Dr. Max 
Mandelstam, the physician, and many others who by words and deeds 
brought a large number of Russian Jews to the Zionist movement. 
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INTRODUCTION ^ix 

When the idea of colonization in Palestine became sufficiently 
strong to justify co-operation between the many independent societies, 
a conference of the representatives of these societies was called at Kat- 
towitz, Prussian Silesia." This conference laid the foundation for the 
world-wide movement for the re-settlement of the Jews in Palestine. 
At that conference provision was made for building of houses, buy- 
ing of cattle implements, and for the maintenance of the colonists 
until the next harvest. 

The organization effected in Kattowitz was consolidated into 
"The Montefiore Federation," and later, in 1887, into the Chovevei 
Zion. It became legalized in Russia in 18M and was later known as 
the Odessa Committee. Lillienblum, as secretary of that Committee, 
took the most prominent part in the proceedings. 

In Roumania, Dr. Nathan P. Lippe, of Jassy, and S. Pinneles, of 
Gallacz, assumed the leadership of the new movement. They organ- 
ized a strong Zionist party and were the founders of the Central Jew- 
ish Colonization Society of Roumania. 

Lippe was one of the few physicians in his days that had an in- 
tense love of the Hebrew language and literature, and one that hated 
the idea of assimilation. 

In Eastern Prussia, Dr. Ruelf, of Memet, situated on the Russian* 
Prussian frontier, led the Chovevei Zion forces. He exerted great- 
influence upon the Jewry of both countries.'* 

Those that followed the National party, Chovevei Zion, favoring 
the immigration to Palestine, consisted of young idealists, dreamers, 
students, and maskilim Their motto was, "Back to the Soil, Back to- 
Palestine !" Unlike the early settlers of other countries, who, as a gen- 
eral rule, were of a type picked out to do pioneer work, well developed 
physically and trained in agricultural pursuits from childhood, the 
average Jewish colonists of Palestine lacked all qualifications for rural 
life. 

Their previous occupation was confined mainly to the book or 
business counter. They were unprepared, either by training or by 
practical experience, for agricultural enterprise, nor were they physi- 
cally fit to endure the hardships that confronted them in their dream- 
land, which, to their great disappointment, they found to be in a state 
of desolation caused by many centuries of ravages, wars, destruction. 
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and disuse. How far they were successful in their efforts to transform 
themselves and their New Land, we leave to the reader of this volume 
to answer. 

The last event, the one that gave by far the greatest impetus to 
colonization of Palestine, was brougrht atx>ut in 1896 with the appear- 
ance of Theodor Herzl and his collaborators on the scene and the or- 
|!;anization of the Zionist movement at the First International Jew- 
ish Congress, in Basle (1897), where the aim of the Zionist movement 
was formulated in the following preamble : 

"Zionism strives to create for the Jewish people a home in Pales- 
tine secured by public law." 

"The Congress contemplates the following means to the attain- 
ment of this aim: (1) The promotion, on suitable lines, of the coloniza- 
tion of Palestine by Jewish agricultural and industrial workers. (2) 
The organization and binding together of the whole of Jewry by means 
of appropriate institutions, local and international, in accordance with 
the laws of each country, (3) The strengthening and fostering of 
Jewish national sentiment and consciousness- (4) Preparatory steps 
toward obtaining Government consent, where necessary, to the at- 
tainment of the aim of Zionism. 
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EASTWARD 

With mixed feelings of regret and pleasure I left one spring morn- 
ing in the year 1909 the shores of New York, on a tour to Palestine, 
a journey which was to me, as to so many others, a dream of delight 
from boyhood. My desire to see Judea was not so much to look on 
the historic places or venerated shrines that had existed for me, hith- 
erto, only in imagination, as to learn facts and conditions of Old and 
New Palestine that I could not derive from second-hand sources, and 
indeed it was an inspiration never to be forgotten, when I at last found 
myself tossed on the waves, under the deep blue sky, toward the East. 

Whether our Jewish convictions be Orthodox or Reform, religious 
or historic, they always carry us back to the East as our native land 
of religion, history and ethics. But to those of us who hope for a physi- 
cal rejuvenation of Israel, a trip to Palestine awakens new aspirations 
and brings a much stronger conviction of the realization of such hope. 

The weather was ideal. The days were bright. The sea was calm, 
and the passengers grew friendly and attached to each other as the days 
rolled by, — they became like one family and of one creed. One could 
almost believe that all that is fine and best in human nature is mani- 
fested among travelers on sea, and that only land is responsible for 
many of the evils wherewith the human race is afflicted. Verilyl the 
law of gravitation might have a moral aspect too. 

My first impression, however, suffered a change when on one after- 
noon I called upon old friends on the lower deck. I found that part 
of the vessel inhabited by a mixed multitude, crowding every foot of 
space, a Babel of languages, Italian predominating. All seemed to 
shout, and in order to be heard, all tried to use their vocal organs at the 
highest pitch. Human voices were mixed with sounds of musical in- 
struments of all descriptions, the harmonica prevailing, accompanied 
by clapping of hands, dancing and singing. The noise was deafening; 
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the atmosphere stifling; men and things were all in a mtx-up, a mass 
oi humanity among bundles, boxes, baskets, pillows and chests. 

After some searching, I found my friends at the stem of the ves- 
sel, sitting around a box covered with a yellow table cloth, in the 
centre of which was worked a picture of one of our ex-Presidents. 
With them was another tall and long-bearded gentleman, with snow- 
white hair, but his face was not wrinkled. His entire make-up was 
that of one frequently pictured as a rabbi- His name was given to me 
as Reb Samuel. His wife was a matron of middle age, typically Jew- 
ish. A "Sheitel" (wig) hid her natural hair; a white silk kerchief, 
with blue borders, covered the larger part of her head ; a new gingham 
apron, evidently put on for the occasion, concealed a skirt that had 
seen better days. She was addressed as Nehama. 

On the table were four cups of tea, steaming hot, bread and salt, 
a sugar bowl in the centre. I was greeted with a "Baruch Habba" 
("blessed be he that cometh"). Nehama insisted that I take her seat, 
and requested me to join in the feast. I accepted the invitation to tea. 
After the meal was over, Reb Samuel proposed to say grace, remark- 
ing; "We have a Mezuman." He began by chanting Psalm 137: 

"By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down; we wept when 
we remembered Zion. How can we sing the song of the Lord in a 

strange land 1 If I forget thee, O Jerusakmi 

I was very much absorbed watching this interesting group at the 
end of the deck, — a little Ghetto in the midst of the ocean. 

Indeed, a modern ship is a little world in itself. It is divided into 
three classes — the rich who occupy the first cabin and have all their 
hearts desire; the middle class in the second cabin, whose desires are 
restricted, and the poor in the steerage, who live in the congested and 
over-crowded centres of our large cities, the so-called slums, whereof 
the Ghetto forms a part. 

Neither the music nor the dancing had any effect on these four. 
They were indifferent to their surroundings- On their countenances 
one could read that they were ever on "seas o! trouble," and that life 
to them was not a holiday. The picture reminded one of the poem by 
Rosenfeld : 

"Wie? hat ihr kein Vaterland, 

Gar kein Medino. 
Ketn heim wo zu kommen, kein 

freundliche Stub, 
Was ihr hat gehalten in stch so 

ein Sino 
2um Leben und wart auf der finatere 
Grub." 



-c by Google 



EASTWARD • 

"We are Jews," remarked Nehama after the prayers were over, 
"even on the yam (sea) we are in Golus (exile), the 'goyim' are 
happy and contented. They eat and drink of the best, and are merry. 
But we, 'nebech,' have nothing; else but bread and tea, bread and tea, 
and yet we are not liked here. They look upon us as strangers, though 
we pay as much as any of them. Oh Lord! how long will Thy poor 
people Israel be in Golus!" 

"You narele" (simpleton), broke in Reb Samuel, "no one can reach 
Erez Israel without trouble. Our ancestors from Egypt had more 
trouble than we have, before entering Erez Israel. They would have 
been contented with bread and tea, if their enemies were not worse 
than ours. They were with their families in the 'Midbar' (desert) 
without bread, and they suffered from scarcity of water. They had to 
conquer such enemies as Amalek and Og, the King of Bashan." 

"But were they satisfied?" rejoined Reb Mendel. "Did they not 
complain of the manna and the scarcity of water?" 

"Al tifta'h peh lesatan" (open not the mouth of Satan), cried out Reb 
Samuel. "God forbid that we meet the fate of our ancestors in the 
desert. They transgressed against 'the Holy One, blessed be He,' and 
thus all died on the way and were not permitted to enter Erez Israel, 
for Erez Israel cannot tolerate sinners- Now, Reb Mendel, do you 
want to follow the Dor Hamidbar? We ought to thank the Holy One, 
blessed be He, that He hath bestowed upon Israel many laws and pre- 
cepts in order to render Israel meritorious. 'Bread and tea is a kosher 
meal.' " 

"But," interrupted Reb David, "why do the goyim dislike us here? 
We are not going to take anything away from the Ishmaelites, as the 
Israelites did in olden times. I agree with Nehama that we are in 
Golus, Golus on the 'yabasha' (land) and Golus on the sea. Golus all 
over." 

A ten days' journey brought us into- the Bay of Naples. What a 
vast difference in natural scenery ! Naples presents a new atmosphere, 
a new climate, a new sky, well nigh a new world. The city that has 
for its adage "See Naples and die" leaves a lasting impression. It 
rises from the shore like an amphitheatre, the slopes of which are a 
series of volcanic mountains, with the Castle of St. Elmo, — an ancient 
fortress — at the summit. 

Standing on board the vessel, under a vapory veil overhanging 
the sea, the mountains are seen rising one on top of the other, like a 
gallery, and appear as luminous and soft as clouds. When the mist 
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vanishes before the sun, Vesuvius and its neighbors make their ap- 
pearance through the foliage. The entire mountain chain is then in 
clear relief and of a pale violet hue. This color becomes tender when 
the sun goes down^ until it resembles the tint of a corolla. The sky 
around is serene. 

Naples is said to occupy the most beautiful site in Europe- There 
is no other city in the world that combines within the same space so 
much natural beauty, and so many objects of interest to the antiquary, 
the historian and the geologist. Indeed, it is hard to describe such 
wonderful scenery. "The beauties of art and nature," said Lord Byron, 
"are not to be placed on the same level ; a picture is always, less, and a 
landscape is always more, than one's imagination depicts." 

Our party was conducted to a hotel by a Jewish girl student, of 
Warsaw, Russia, who was pursuing a course of study in chemistry at 
the University of Naples. I teamed from her that a score or more of 
Russian Jewish students were attending that University, in the various 
departments, and that the Conservatory of Music also had a number 
of Russian students. 

Some had been there for years and spoke the language with the 
native accent, and some had even adopted Italian names. I am think- 
ing of an American boy, a son of a Hazan (Reader in a Synagi^ue), 
who took up music in Italy and developed into a fine tenor. He as- 
sumed the name of Guiseppe Bogattt, which is a modification of Joseph 
Bugash. It would not be surprising at all, if among the famous Italian 
opera singers, were found Jews from Barditchev and Wilna. 

There was a Zionist Circle among the University students whose 
object was also to assemble frequently for the purpose of discussing 
Jewish historical and current topics. 

The native Jewish population is thoroughly assimilated to the 
general population, though orthodox with regard to ritual. They are 
of the Sephardic type and possess an attractive looking synagogue. - 
Their rabbi is strictly orthodox, speaks Hebrew fluently, and is well 
disposed to the Jewish students, most of whom are _well versed in 
the Hebrew language and literature. He is not in sympathy, however, 
with the Zionist movement. 

The modem Jewish community of Naples has fallen in the scale 
of Jewish learning and scholarship. In vain do we look for traces of 
the Abarbanel family* and David Ibn Yachya.' The Jewish community 
of Naples, has, indeed, more cause to be proud of its past than of its 
present, as Naples itself is of more interest to the antiquary and his- 
torian than to the ordinary tourist. 

* Floarlabed there it 

• WHO clUbUihed a 
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A trip on the Mediterranean is always pleasant, but it is more so 
for the tourist leaving Naples, thoroughly exhausted from the strenu- 
ous sight-seeing of Pompeii, Herculaneum, Vesuvius and many other 
places. One is, indeed, delighted to return on board of a vessel and en- 
joy the quiet and rest of the sea. 

The sky was clear; the air was balmy. The beauty of the season 
■was upon all landscapes. The sea was calm and refreshing as we made 
our way toward Egypt. Indeed, it was difficult to realize that we were 
on the Mediterranean, the common theatre of the entire history of 
antiquity, the Yam Hagadol (great sea) of the Bible, whose heroes 
watching from the tops of their mountains were inspired by it with awe 
and admiration ; the sea that was beloved by the Greeks, and was made 
memorable by the journeys and misfortunes of Ulysses, 

A voyage of four days brought us one fine morning close to the 
coast of Egypt, Expecting to enter the port in the morning, our circle 
of friends were on deck early to find that we were already in sight 
of land, the long, low-lying line of African coast was visible scarcely 
rising above the sea level. 

Egypt conveys rather a melancholy impression as the eye catches 
the first glimpse of it. No trees, no green fields, no mountain vistas; 
nothing to satisfy the imagination that Egypt was "a land of plenty," 
a country that enjoyed nature's blessing. Indeed, the first view of 
Mizratm, the land of the Pharaohs, as seen from the ship, is that of a 
""house of bondage," 

The monotony of the long, low sandy coast is broken only by the 
presence of a large number of windmills, erected upon sand banks of 
various heights, scattered all along the coast within focal distance. 
Some of these mills are historical in point of age and show that the 
ancient Egyptians, not having water or steam power, pressed the wind 
into service to turn their machinery. 

One sighs with relief at the yery view of Alexandria* that looms 
up through the vapory veil overhanging the sea; first like a white line 
* Appaan to bt tbe cttr of Mo Amon ot Nahmn. Ul, 8. 
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upon a flat coast, and gradually assuming form and shape, when nu- 
merous domes, minarets, spires and lofty palm-trees make their ^>- 
pearatice. Soon the ship passes in view of the famous and historic 
Lighthouse,' "one of the seven wonders of the world," and a little be- 
yond "Pompey's Pillar" conspicuously Hfts its fine shaft. 

In traveling one is often disappointed because the reality does not 
tally with the imagination; that, however, is not the case with the 
Orient. Indeed, the East appears more Oriental than one pictures, 
everything looks strange. Fashion, or uniformity of dress, is strictly 
a European product. There is much more independence and variety 
in the East. The Arab, Nubian, Bedouin and the Dervish ; the Official, 
the Merchant, the Mechanic and the Professional man ; the Water 
Carrier, Donkey Boy and Dragoman, are independent on the question 
of garments, and appear in their characteristic individuality; each con- 
sults his own taste, and cares little about his neighbor's style. Any piece 
of material, of all colors and shades, such as a shawl, a shirt or a sheet 
thrown around the body, serves as a dress to the Oriental. 

After going through the usual formalities and scrutiny of the cus- 
tom house officials, we were hurried to a hotel situated in the Street 
Mohamet Ali, a broad thoroughfare the architecture of which is not 
unlike that of Italian and French towns, differing only in the presence 
here of palm trees, deep blue skies and mild atmosphere. 

One of the few places of interest to the traveler in Alexandria is 
the catacombs, — a subterranean excavation for the interment of the 
dead — and in company with fellow travelers, under the guidance of an 
official dragoman, we made a trip to that subterranean necropolis. A 
ride of about two and a half miles towards the sea brought us upon 
the confines of this wonderful necropolis that bears witness to the 
greatness of the former city, and whose magnitude and architecture 
excite the admiration of all observing tourists. The tombs look like 
shelves, chiseled in solid rocks in the walls of the family vaults. Stand- 
ing in one of these burial chambers it awakens in one serious reflec- 
tions. The profound stillness, the dim light of the flickering candles, 
the gloomy associations must have added solemnity to the obsequies of 
the dead. 

Some of these tombs date back to an eariy Egyptian period, and 
in them are found sarcophagi, mummies, gold and silver ornaments, 
vases and lachrymatories, of different materials.* One sees well pre- 

• Ulnar. 

t tbe CaUcombi war* nmoved to mDKDin* of Bnropv and Aia«rt««. 



-c by Google 



THE CAPITAL OF THE PTOLEMIES T 

served skeletons all over the pla£e. Tourists carry away with them as 
relics, skulls, and other bones of the body. It is astounding that ages 
of decay have not decomposed these human remains, and it testifies 
to the dexterity of the Egyptian embalraers.* 

These eternal graves, and the development of the art of embalm- 
ing and preserving the bodies of the dead among the Egyptians, are 
probably due to the fact that the early Egyptians were strong believ- 
era in immortality and transmigration of the soul, and its ultimate return 
to the body. Herodotus said :'" "The Egyptians were the first people 
who held the belief that the soul of man ts immortal." According to 
Herodotus they believed : when the body dies it enters the form of an 
animal, which is bom at that moment, then repassing from one animat 
to another, until it circles through all creatures which tenant the earth, 
the water, and the air, after which it enters again into a human frame, 
and is born anew, the whole period of transmigration, according to the 
Egyptians, being three thousand years- The constant thought of death, 
retribution and of the long migration through unknown tracts, im- 
parted to them an air of melancholia and sadness." Herodotus also 
tells of a strange custom observed among the Egyptians. A wooden 
skeleton in a coffin was carried at all social feasts and shown to the 
guests; on the coffin were inscribed the following words: "Look thou 
on this and drink and be merry, for when thou art dead such shall thou 
be." 

The catacombs are said to have been discovered by an Arab stone 
cutter while hewing a stone, — the ground under it collapsed. 

Modem Alexandria has nothing in common with the city of the 
Ptolemies;'^ it has inherited nothing but its name. It can be inspected 
in one day, but offers food for thought for a much longer period, for 
there are few places that have played such an important part in the 
history and legendary literature of the Jewish people as Alexandria, 

It was in Alexandria that the Bible was first translated into Greek 
by seventy interpreters (Septuagint).'* 

•The writer, with the pcrmljiloii of the Sheikh, hu btotiibt with blm ■ iknll that 
bMn erldance of sreat «iitlqDltr. 

"Heroaotue, Book II, 124. (Ed. Itlakesle?, London, 1S54.J 

"Thli fear wai relieved b; the bop* of ceaamctloD ■■ BymbDllMd In tbelr Ifrth of 
Oilrla, their Chief DeltT- 

>■ "Tbe Cltj of Cltlen." tbp etalpf comnierclfll renlre of the world ; Nldereh had bera dc- 
•tT07ed and Babrlon fallen when AleiandM the Orast buUt the cUj that bean hla name. 

■■ Conatant Intereootae of Jewa with Orecka led inanr of them to neclect and oltlmatelT to 

torxet their national lanxnaK*. and to nibatltDte ih« Greek tonjtne. "~- •*■ — "• *•■■ 

Torab bnd to l>e iireaeuted In a Hellenic garb. (Joa. Contr. Ap, 11 ;0, 1 
FUetom 11.2a.) 
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It was here that Pliilo Judeus attempted the blending of the Mosaic 
religion with Platonic philosophy, later known as Neo-platonismj* 

And it was here that Jews enjoyed full political and civil liberties 
and were allowed to govern themselves. The Ethnarch was at the 
head of the community and the Sanhedrin (Synod) were the supreme 
court. The Talmud has it" that the Sanhedrin were housed in a large 
magnificent synagogue, constructed in the form of a basilica. Among 
the precious things in the Synagogue were seventy-one golden chairs 
for each of the Sanhedrin. 

The Jewish population then, according to the Talmud, was i,200,ooo«« 
among them many Jews of Palestine, who fled from the persecution of 
Antiochus. The Jewish influence and population ■ began to decrease 
with the Roman control of Alexandria when they were gradually de- 
prived of their religious and political liberties. Alexandria, however, 
remained a Jewish centre for many centuries, in iact, as late as 640 of 
the common era, when Alexandria \vas captured from the Byzantines 
by the Arabs. Amru, an Arab general, writing to his master, the Calif 
Omar, referring to the beauty and wealth of the city, said that he had 
captured a city containing 4000 palaces, 4000 baths, 12,000 dealers in 
fresh oil, 1800 gardens, 40,000 Jews who pay tribute, and 400 places of 
amusement.'" 

The present population of Alexandria is about 300,000, composed 
of Arabs, Turks, Greeks, Armenians, Syrians, Frechmen, Englishmen' 
Germans and Jews; the Jewish population numbers 20,000. 

The Jewish community is governed by sixteen elders, elected by 
the community. The Chief Rabbi" is the head of the community. His 
decision carries as much weight as that of a Councilor Court. The po- 
litical and economic condition of the Jews is very satisfactory. They 
are under no special restrictions; there is almost a total absence of 
Jewish beggars, and this fact is more remarkable in view of the com- 
paratively large number of Arab and European poor. The Hebrew 
Charities, 'The Societe de Bienfaisance," takes care of all Jewish poor. 



» For tbiB fDaloD ba made vat «f tkat »n "t JJIaKorr nblcb b« had Ivanied 'from tb« 

_.,1M. to ibow IhM Jewlab f '^ - " 

tiM pbUoaopby of tbe Onek. 
u B. Til Snkkab, 51b. 

Id to have coDtalnrd TOO.noo TOlnmei. Adwiik tbe hooka 
n preMDled by Ptolptny PhllndHpbai. 
'*>> Tbli eRtlmaCe la illspnlcd b; hlatoTUDS, wbo itilm the |>»puliitloQ irii oaly OOO.OO. 
" The rrewDt Incambent la Kabbl Ballielo ileUa PcTsola. ■ sradnate of tha Rabbinical 
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The Jewish Hospital, founded by Baron Menasse, is in all respects 
a modern institution. It is situated in a good location, has ample 
grounds and a spacious edifice. Dr. M. R. Lattes, an Italian Jewish 
physician, — the General Surgeon,— conducted our party to the wards. 
We were surprised at the large number of cases of ophthalmia in all 
forms treated there. 

With this hospital is connected a home for the aged, which also 
furnishes meals to discharged patients who arc convalescing and need 
better food than their own homes can afford. 

There are also two communal schools, where Arabic and French 
are taught and Hebrew is used almost as a living tongue. "Ecole In- 
ternationale" is the name of a school that has attained so high a degree 
of efficiency that the Governor of Alexandria sends his children there. 
It was originally founded by the Society "Amele Torah" for the pur- 
pose of counteracting the missionaries. 
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CHAPTER III. 
CAIRO 

From Alexandria to Cairo is one hundred and thirty miles- A 
modern railway connects these cites. It is a four hours' journey with 
the train and is full of surprise and interest. The train cuts through 
the rich plain of the delta. On the right is the Lake Mareotis, a large 
body of water celebrated in the history of ancient Egypt. Formerly 
it had an outlet through a canal into the Nile and was adorned by many 
fertile islands. Its banks were thickly settled. The Mareotic wine was 
well known in Egypt for its exquisite qualites. 

Towards the left of the railroad is visible the harbor of Aboukir, 
known for the bloody conflict between England and France (1798), 
resulting in a great victory lor General Nelson's army. The further 
the train progressed, the fertility of the land seemed to increase. Large 
verdant fields were noticed on either side, and groups of Fellahin were 
seen ploughing with buffalos, or pumping water for their groves. 
Fields of cotton, beans, wheat, barley and trees, such as the sycamore 
and the graceful date palm that lifts its straight and elegant form in 
the air, were in sight. 

Many strange-looking mud villages with throngs of half-dressed 
inhabitants around it, gossiping and gesticulating, and tombs of sheiks 
with their little dome-like structure, whitewashed from outside, formed 
an interesting rather than pleasing view. 

Watching these sights, time passed quickly and we arrived tn the 
Egyptian capital. Parting with the confusion and exciting scenes of 
the station, we soon came to Hotel Bristol, where we made our quar- 
ters. 

Grand Cairo (Masr el Kahirah) is the most interesting of all East- 
em cities. It has a thorougWy oriental character- The majority of 
the population are Egyptian Arabs, the rest are Copts (Egyptian 
Christians), Turks, Bedouins, Jews, Italians, Frenchmen, Greeks, 
Englishmen and some Americans — the last are mainly tourists. 

Its population is about a half a million, and it appears as though 
all the inhabitants of Grand Cairo lived on the streets. One sees be- 
fore htm on the public highway a moving picture show of races, creeds, 

10 
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nationalities and costumes. Each nationality wears its characteristic 
garb ; some in European styles, others in a thoroughly Oriental fashion, 
and still others in a mixed attire, such as a red "fez" combined with 
European garments. 

There are turbaned men and veiled women, — the latter often carry- 
ing one or two children on the shoulders and a load on the head. The 
shouting of the water carriers, and peddlers, as they call out their bar- 
gains, the braying of the donkeys, the growling of the camels, the bark- 
ing of the dogs and the rolling of the carriages make a deafening noise. 

The streets are narrow, covered with mats, old carpets, rafters and 
branches of trees to keep out the sun. The houses' are high, the 
upper stories frequently overhang the streets. In Muskee the crowd* 
are so dense that it is hard to pass through and the noise is so loiid that 
one cannot hear one's own voice, 

Esbekieh is the great public square or city park frequented by 
foreigners. The centre is planted with trees and green shrubs. It has 
fine walks; during the day citizens of all classes congregate beneath- 
the inviting shade and in the evening they gather to listen to a band 
of music. 

The streets are full of cafes. Refreshments are served in the 
open air in front of the cafes on tables and, in cases of natives, on the 
bare sidewalks, and consist of black coffee, lemonade, and confection- 
ery. The cafes also furnish a Nargileh to the tobacco habitues and 
one can see many Arabs sitting on the ground, with their legs folded, 
in front of the Nargileh, puffing away. 

Our first excursion in Cairo was to the Citadel ; from there one 
can get a commanding view of the city and the valley of the Nile. The 
view makes an indelible impression upon the traveler. Within the 
limits of the Citadel is the beautiful Mosque of Mehemet Ali. This 
wonderful structure is erected as a monument to him. The wallg and 
floor are covered with Oriental alabaster, and the tomb in the centre 
of the Mosque, has the most exquisite gold and blue colorings. The 
interior of the Mosque has no seats. The floors are covered with car- 
pets and rugs for the purpose of kneeling and prostration. It has no 
altar and no pictures are seen anywhere. There is only a pulpit or 
reading desk. The interior appearance of a Mohammedan house of 
worship speaks for the iconoclastic character of Islam. 

We visited the Arabic Museum. The collection is a new one and 
bespeaks the poverty of the Arabic art. Annexed to the Khedivian 
library is the great collection of the Koran. Close to 300 copies writ- 
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ten in various ages are displayed here. One book particularly attracted 
my attention. It was exhibited in a glass case ; the letters were in gold 
surrounded with a framework of most delicate coloring. It must be 
remembered when the prophet died, his disciple, Abu Bekr, ordered the 
young Said Tabit, the prophet's scribe, to collect the scattered frag- 
ments of the Koran and make into one law. The Mohammedans pos- 
sess a tradition that the prophet had given the Koran in fragments, and 
the young Said had to collect the words of the Lord from palm leaves, 
stones and particularly human hearts, where the words fell from the 
mouth of the prophet. 

Our next trip was to Rhoda, a beautiful island whose grassy 
banks and shady groves were the resort of pleasure parties from Cairo. 

Tradition has it that on this island the daughter of Pharaoh, the 
tender Princess Bent Anat '' rescued little Moses from a watery grave. 

On this island is also situated the antiquated Nilometer. This 
Nilometer is located in a large square room, in the centre of which is 
a stone pillar having a graduated scale. By means of this pillar is 
ascertained the daily rise of the Nile, and this is made known every day 
during the inundation of the Nile. 

OLD CAIRO> 

By far the most interesting place to the Jewish traveler is Old 
Cairo. The residence of Maimonides is still intact. Tradition has it 
that he wrote his great code 'Yad Hachazakah" and his philosophical 
work, "Moreh Nebuchim" (The Guide of the Perplexed), in this very 
place. He is still known in Cairo as Rabbenu Hakadosh (Our Holy 
Master). 

The largest synagogue in Cairo in the Oriental quarters is named 
after him. An old Bible in the archives of that synagogue is said to 
have been written in his own handwriting. 

The name "Rambam" carries with it many traditions and legends 
which are almost a folk lore among the Jews of Cairo. 

One leKend ba> It thit "Hnlmonldes and hla dlscltile bad for jtan been Intemted Id the 
March for a medicine tbat would enable one to lire forever (Elixir Vltae). In order to teat 
tba efBca<^7 of tbelr dIecoTerj, one of tbem muat allow blmself to be killed and dliaeeted. 
Tbe; caat lots, who was to be expert men ted upon, and tbe lot felt npon tbe dlielple and 
MilmonldeB, Malmonldea ImniedlBtelT cut him op. iprlnkled tbe pieces with the wonderfnl 

> In rabMnic Itfpratnre nbe la known as "Bathroh" (daoKhter of God). (VaylkrB Kab- 
bah 1:1. Mevllleb 13:1, Jer. 

* Or, BFeordInK to Joaepbaa, Thermathla. 
■Al FoatBt, fonnded br Amrn IbD Al-Aat, HI. 
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THE COLONY GHEDERAH 

(See Page 77) 



A BEDOUIN TENT 
Probably the same kind of dwellinB that shsllered Aliraham, mads at black goat's 
hair and called by the Arabs "hous3 of hair." "Black ... as Ih* tents o( 
Kedar." — Song of Sol. 1:5: "And the Lord appeared unto him (Abraham), . . . 
and be sat in the tent door in the heat of the day."^Gen. 18:1. 

(Ses Page 63) 
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A VIEW or rugiioboth 

? of the Bin(riii|r ol birds is 
(See Page S9> 



A STREET IN PETACH TIKVAH 
( (See Page 16S> 
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liquid and put blm lU an atr ttfU Jai. It wai not to Im opciMd tac nlno montha. MUt that 
time tba itadent wu to «ini« ant alive and ImmortaL Bnt tbe Toaog dlaclple thus dli- 
manband irai a phjaldan to tlw Sultan and when tlw time paaf d bj and he did not tnm 
op, iaarch waa made for blm and he waa reported aa barlnc laat been m<d with Halmooldet. 
Halmonlde* waa lommoned to the palaca and the Jewlab pbUoioDher was forced to confess 
what ho had done. The Cillt, aealDc that be waa allTe, rerrr Indlpiantlr tM«ke tha )av -tn 
Mdar that no nun ahonld piodalm fctmfif Qod.' " 

One of the Jewish antiquities in Old Cairo is the Jewish Cemetery 
of Ba-Satin, situate^ on the right of the Nile. This graveyard is a very 
old one, and it is said that numerous manuscripts removed from the 
Genizah of the old Synagogue, were interred there. 

The old Synagogue named Beth Hak'neseth Shel Elzra" is over eight 
hundred years old. Maimonides mentions this house of worship and 
he says diat Fostat (meaning the synagogue there) is a double Sabbath- 
journey from Cairo. In its archives is found a decree of a certain 
Kalif wherein he confirms to the Jews the ownership of the Synagogue 
of Ezra. 

Natives of Cairo sometimes call it Keneseth Eliyahu because of the 
legend that the prophet used to pray in that synagogue. Others be- 
lieve that Ezra, the Scribe, was its founder. In a special Ark is fouad 
a scroll of the Torah, which, according to tradition, Ezra the Scribe- 
wrote with his owij hands. 

The natives are very superstitious about this scroll. They belieye- 
that whoever is present in the Synagogue at the time the scroll' is taken 
out of the Ark will die within a year. The Synagogue is full of an- 
tiquities. 

It was in a depository of this Old Synagogue of Fostat that a 
wonderful treasure of old manuscripts was discovered. 

The identification of fragments of a Ben Sira text prompted the 
late Solomon Schechter to sail to Old Cairo and bring back practically 
the entire written contents of the Genizah that constitutes the Taylor 
Schechter Collection of the Cambridge University Library. 

HELIOPOUS (ON or BETH SHEMESH) 

The next day our party, consisting of five Americans and one Ca- 
nadian, headed by a dragoman, an old Sephardic Jew (Absalom Levy), 
was on the way to Heliopolis, the ancient "On"." 

• Many leReuJa are woven around thla aynagogne. Benjamin of Tudela, who visited It In, 
Ills, aaya, ■'□!! the Tctr spot where tbla aynagoKne atanda, Uoaea prayed that the aerebth. 
plague (ba[t) ghonld ceaae." 

• Id HteroBlyphle lnacriptl»n It ts known aa the city of ObeUaks. 
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This city lies about eight miles north of Cairo and is easily reached 
over a good road. 

The day was bright and clear and a refreshing breeze rendered our 
trip sufficfently .cool even in the sun. We soon arrived at our desti- 
nation. 

It was in this city that Joseph was sold as a slave and finally elevat- 
ed by Pharaoh* to be Vice-King and married Asenath, the daughter of 
Potipherah (dedicated to Rah), the priest of On, who became the 
mother of Ephraim and Menasseh. Their marriage has given rise to 
Jewish legends and an Apocryphal Novel which exists in Greek under 
the title, "The Life and Confession of Asenath, the daughter of Penti- 
pheres of Hcliopolis." The narartive follows ; 

The beautiful maiden lived contented and discouraged all 
lovers, including Pharaoh's oldest son, who loved her, but was for- 
bidden by his father to marry her. When, however, she saw Jo- 
seph from her window as he entered Heliopolis to supervise his 
collection of com in the first year of plenty, she was captivated 
by his beauty, went down and exclaimed, "My Lord, be blessed 
of the most High God." At her father's bidding, she made bold 
to kiss him. Joseph refused the idolatress, but noticing her tears, 
placed his hands on her head and prayed to the God of his ances- 
tors to bring her over to the faith of Israel. His prayers were 
heard. She threw her idols out of the window and spent seven 
days in repentance and was married to Joseph by Pharaoh with 
great pomp and ceremony. 

Heliopolis was the Oxford of ancient Egypt. In this city were 
situated the schools of science and religion. It was the place where the 
Pharaohs were educated and where they received the name, "The Lords 
of HeliopoHs." In its celebrated schools Moses was taught, "in all 
the wisdom of the Egyptians." Here he was reared up in the midst 
of wealth, royalty and all the pageantry of idolatrous worship, but 
the sophisms of their philosophy, the art of their magicians, and the 
mysteries of thar priests and hartiimim, could not eradicate from that 
young heart the love of his kindred. He turned his back upon the 
honors of the court and chose to suffer affliction with his people rather 
than to live with the royalty of Egypt. 

In these schools Herodotus, the Father of History, acquired most 
of his knowledge of that land, and here, according to Strabo, Plato, the 
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Prince of Greek Philosophers, spent many years in study. Strafaa 
even claims to have seen the identical house where Plato lived. 

Nothing remained of this centre of learning but traces of massive 
walls, fragments of temples, and an obelisk of sixty-eight feet high that 
bears the name of Usertessen I, the second King of the twelfth 
dynasty,*" The other obelisks from Heliopolis, including "Cleopatra's 
Needle," were taken to Alexandria by Tiberius. One was removed to 
London, where it now adorns the banks of thei Thames River, one to 
New York, where it can be seen in Central Park, and two were taken 
to Rome. Thus the prophecy of Jeremiah was fulfilled: 

"He shall break the images of Beth Shenweh that is in the land 
of Egypt, and the houses of the gods of the Egyptians shall be burned 
with fire."" 

Strabo (24 B. C. E.) found the very ground on which the prophet 
spoke a heap of ruins. It was not many years after Jeremiah uttered 
these words that the Babylonians pushed their conquest into Egypt, laict 
waste its temples, burned the wooden gods of Heliopolis and loaded 
themselves with the spoils of the land. 

PYRAMIDS AND SPHINX 

On the following morning, we paid our respects to what was for- 
merly considered the first of the Seven Wonders of the World, the 
Pyramids (Pi-rama, the mountain) of Ghizeh, ten miles from Cairo, 
at the edge of the Lybian desert. We took the street car, crossed the 
Nile over a stone bridge. The road we passed was literally lined with 
extensive groves of oranges and date palms, and fields of wheat, clover 
and. all sorts of flowers. 

Many of the farm houses on the way are built of unbaked bricks. 
We saw poor people mixing clay with "teben," putting them in wooden 
moulds and drying them in the sun, reminding one of the bricks the 
Israelites made in the same place under the rod of Pharaoh's officers. 

In about two hours we reached the pyramids. It is difficult to 
describe the emotions with which one gazes on these wonderful struc- 
tures — the work of men who lived four thousand years ago,* 
*b Tbe Pboraob tbat reigned arer BKTPt iFhen Jowpb was tbere. 

• Jer. illll:]3. 

* PjramldB an mamitatiu of aton* boUt bj tMn foi tb« Mtos pnipotn aa th* rork- 
t«mba; to hld« a iojt.1 mninmir la parfect Mcnrltr. Aa aoon a* the Klnr aaMnded tb« 
tbrone, be commenced to bnlld a monament tor blomlf and a place for his •epolcbn. Bla 
tdeaa were to relso after hla death. Tbe abe of tba pyramid' correipouded to tba lenath of 
time which be relgocd. Bneh jear waa adOed ■ new row of atone. The lancer the King 
Hrad tbe higher roae the atrnctuie. The exterior of these pjramldi waa covered with 
peliabed gnnlte atone. Aa saan aa the monarch died be wai embalmed and bla body placed 
In a aarcophagOB tbat waa prepared In tb* tiMnttor wltbln tba pjratnU. Tbe pytanld waa 
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The largest pyramid is that of Cheops (2123 B. C E.), built two 
hundred years before the birth of Abraham. The sides of this great 
pyramid measure six hundred and forty-six feet and its base occupies an 
area of thirteen acres of land. The apex of this pyramid has been 
broken off ; as it is, it measures four hundred and sixty feet high. This 
and two smaller pyramids are situated in Ghizeh, an ancient city 
about eight miles from Cairo, and are therefore called the Pyramids 
•jf Ghizeh. 

The view from above the pyramid is truly magnificent. To the 
west lies the Great Sahara, to the south the Pyramids of Sakkareh 
and Dashoor, to the northeast the eye wanders over a landscape of 
great richness and beauty, — the delta of the Nile, with its fields of 
vegetation, its groves of palms, oranges and citrons. In the distance 
is Grand Cairo, with its numerous mosques, minarets and domes, and 
far beyond is the Desert of Arabia. 

THE SPHINX 

About twelve hundred feet away from the pyramid is the colossal 
Sphinx, with its enormous human head and Hon paws, rising above 
the ground, in the sand of which he was buried for ages. The Sphinx, 
like all other Egyptian gods, is monstrous union of man and beast. 
The Arab calls him "Abuhol" (the father of terror) , This idol is carved 
out of natural rock and is about sixty-three feet high, and the cir- 
cumference of its forehead is one hundred and two feet ; the length is 
one hundred and forty-three feet. A hieroglyphic inscription indicates 
that the Sphinx is a product of the Obelisk Builder, Thotmes III (1490 
E. C. E.) 

MEMPHIS 

Leaving these monuments of antiquity, we mounted our camels 
and marched through the desert towards the ruins of Sakkareh. Two 
nours' travel under the hot sun brought us to a subterranean tunnel, 
which was probably the necropolis of the city of Memphis. On the 
slope of a huge sand dune is found the entrance to that cavern. We 
went in, armed with torches, led by a Bedouin. The inside of the 
walls of this necropolis was adorned with a bas-retief of hieroglyphic 
inscriptions. From there we continued our walk to another — a larger 
cavern. We went down a long flight of stairs before we entered. To 
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the right and l«ft of a long passage were large galleries. Some of these 
f^lleries contained sarcophagi of granite stone partly covered with a 
heavy granite lid. These sarcophagi are supposed to be the resting 
place of the Bull God and Ox God the Egyptians used to worhip. 

After resting for some time in these cool chambers, we continued 
our journey towards the city of ancient Memphis (Noph or Moph of 
the Scriptures).' 

An exhausting march under the hot sun of the desert brought us 
to the capital of the Pharaohs. What ideas of magnificence this name 
awakens 1 And yet we saw before us only an elevated portion of 
land, covered with palm trees and a miserable Arab mud village called 
"Metrahenny," with raided inmates all around. It seemed almost in- 
credible that we were upon the very ground where once flourished 
the most powerful, populous and magnificent capital of twelve dynas- 
ties of Pharaohs. Modern research and excavation, however, have 
established beyond doubt that where we were was Memphis. 

In the great mounds of debris, fr^ments of pottery, pieces of 
broken statuary and sculptured idols have been picked up by the na- 
tives, and there a colossal statue of Rameses IP was discovered that 
established the identity of Memphis. 

This statue formerly stood upon a great pedestal, supported on 
one side by the God Pthah (the image of creative power), on the other 
side by the emblems of truth. In his hand he holds a scroll bearing at 
one end his name, Amun-Mai Rameses. At his feet, sculptured from 
the same stone, is the figure of a little girl said to be his daughter. 
Upon a breast-plate around his neck is traced the name of Rameses II. 

The statue now lies prostrate on the ground, broken off at its 
base, and face downward, half buried in a mud puddle, and during the 
iiiundation of the Nile it is covered with water. Many Arab children 
were bathing around this figure. "How have the mighty fallen !"• 

We sat down upon this image. Before us was the Great Nile on 
one side, the Pyramids and silent Sphinx on the other, and the only 
surviving witness of Memphis, — the figure of Rameses II, on which 



«r Cain, wbera he la eiktbltod. Tbe luplnd piedlctlaD of Jeremiah (XLVLIT) "Pharaoh, 
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we rested. It was here that the magnificent tetnples were dedicated to 
Pthah, and to other Gods such as the Bull God Apis and the Sacred 
Ox Menvis. Menvis was dedicated to the sun and Apis to the moon. 
A gorgeous temple to Venus and another one to Serapis were also lo- 
cated here. 

It was here that Onias, the legitimate heir to the high priesthood at 
Jerusalem — bein^ disappointed of obtaining his dignity in the Holy 
City, where the honor had been bestowed upon the unworthy Alcimus 
\ — persuaded Ptolemy (Philometor) to grant him a plot of ground 
upon which he might build a temple for Jewish worship, assuring him 
that such benevolence would secure for him the loyalty of his Jewish 
subjects. "Ptolemy gave him a place one hundred and eighty furlongs 
distant from Memphis in the nome of Heliopolis, where he built a 
fortress and a temple, not like that at Jerusalem, but such as resembled a 
tower,'" Ruins presumed to be of the Temple of Onias were recently 
discovered at Tel-el Yehoudiyeh, "mound of the Jews," near the 
ancient Leontopolis, by Professor Flinders Petrie which corroborates 
the description of Josephus-" 

The victorious king of Babylon, having captured Jerusalem and 
conquered Tyre, led his army into Egypt (600 B. C. E.). Memphis 
was invaded, the pride of Egypt was humbled, her kings degraded, and 
what was left by the Babylonians, the Persians under Cambyses finished 
when he led his army into Egypt and Memphis was again besieged and 
laid waste, from which blow it never recovered. 

Reflecting on these demolished walls, fallen statues and ruined 
temples with their idols one is deeply impressed with the prophecy of 
Ezekiel. 



" It U bard to t«ll what Impartance the tempts df O&lai ■ 
Jowpbna glrea two dlffereDt and contTadirtor; accaoDta of 1 
Ant. iII:6-9, iiiiO, and B«)i Jad. ill :10) flDd the Tntmiidk TelfrvaQes about that temple ar« 
«lao eonfnBliii (aee Heoahot lOD. Abodab Zarah S2A).Certala (aeca, howeTat. apMar to b« 
Clpnr. While the rabbla for a Iods time looked with ta\oi upoa Onias' Temple (see Meoabot, 
119), the temple Derer became n rival to that of Jeruialera. It uerer diminished the tribatea 
fbat the Egypllnn Jens paid to tbe temple of tlie Holy <^ty. Their tithes for the poor Jewi 
of Judea did not ceose and ttaHr pllsrtmages on Ihe high hoUdayi to Jerusalem with eoB- 
trlbntions of sold and allrer did not atop. The pilBrlma, according to PblL>, "traTeled Orel 
■Imoat Impaaaable roada which the; looked npon aa eaar In that It lad them to pletf." 

" According to Joaephus. the Jews of Egypt saw In their temple the prophecy of Isaiah, 
that "there ahall be an altar to the Lord In the midat of the land of Dsypt" <Ia., XIX 1»). 
The reference of lastah. however, according to aome was rather to ft "Bamab" (high plac<^ 
> temporary aanctuary) then n temple. It waa a place where the prleatly rltnal waa car- 
tied oat and otrerlnsa btonght br tboM who were too poor to undertake the pflcrtmag* to 
Jciaaalem. 
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"Thus said the Lord, I wilt destroy the idols, I will cause the 
images to cease out of Noph."" 

Jeremiah also foresaw its destniction. "Noph shall be waste and 
desolate."'" These prophetic declarations were uttered at a time whe;x 
the city sat in majesty upon the banks of the Nile, the crown of her 
pride unbroken, the splendor and magnificence of her wealth unlimited. 

" B>. zzz :1S. 
" JtT. xlTt ;m 
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CHAPTER IV. 
JEWS IN CAIRO 

Despite the fact that the Scriptures prohibited' the return of Israel 
to Egypt,' there was never a period in Jewish history* when Egypt had 
no Jews. The Genizah in Fostat bears sufficient evidence that there 
must have been not only a Jewish centre, but there was a large spiritual 
centre as well. 

Maimonides found in Egypt a code written in the year 1008. He 
also found fragments of the Talmud, which he thought to be five hun- 
dred years old,»" 

The number of manuscripts of the same text discovered in the 
old Synagogue at Fostat shows that books were widely read in Old 
Cairo. 

The settlement of the Jews in Cairo on a large scale begins about 
1160, from the arrival in Cairo of Moses Ben Maimon (popularly 
known as Rambam). He established his residence in Fostat, where he 
became the court physician of Saladin's vizier where he received the 
grand title "Al Millah" (Head of the Nation). His name soon attracted 
many Jews from countries near and far. The influence of Maimonides 
continued in five generations of his descendants who were leaders of 
the Cairo Jewish Community. 

Benjamin of Tudela (1270) found six thousand native Jews in 
Cairo, also two hundred Italian Jews that formed a separate community. 
He speaks of eight synagogues, one of which bears the name of Mai- 
monides. He makes, however, no mention of the Karaite Community. 

Ibrahim Mohammed, an Arabic writer and historian (1360-1450), 
says that he found ten synagogues in Cairo. Voltera (1481) found in 
Cairo six congregations. 

In the sixteenth century David Reubeni (1623) speaks of Jewish 
streets in Cairo, one of which was named "Darb-al-Yehudi." Samuel 

< Dent. XTll:ie, Jer. zlitrlT. 

■ The rMDDl to BK7Pt w>i permitted on tbe ground that Old Ulmim wii dsitrorad Uld 
tbU was a new land. Yad Hacbaaakab Hlachlm t;T, & 

' Borne Jews mnat lian ramalnad In BK7[>t •m after the Bxodqi, e. g., dlaabled penone 
or parturient women, and thoae who for eome r«toii or other would not nndertake each a 
lonr and tedlona Jonntf, 

•b Yad, Helved 18:1. 
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ben David, a Karaite writer who visited Cairo about the middle of the 
seventeenth century,' claims that he saw there thirty-one synagogues 
and fifteen charitable institutions. Eben Sappir* found only 600 native 
Jews, 200 Italian Turkish Jews and 150 Karaite families living in a 
separate quarter. 

From the records of these travelers can be concluded that since 
the days of Maimonides Cairo always had a large Jewish community, 
although the population had been -fluctuating. The present Jewish 
population of Cairo is put down' at 35,000. They 'are divided into 
Sephardim, or the native Jews, Ashkenazim, or the immigrant Jews — 
the latter form a small minority of the population — and Karaites. The 
last do not mix with the others but form a community by themselves. 
By far the largest and most influential people in Cairo are the Sephar- 
dim. They came here from many lands — Damascus, Aleppo, Morocco, 
Arabia, Corfu and other Oriental countries. The Italian Jews form a 
separate community. 

The political and the economic condition of the Jews in Cairo is 
very satisfactory.They are not under any restrictions. Among them 
are the wealthiest people of Cairo; bankers, manufacturers and 
merchants. Their stores are the finest in the old Bazaar and they are 
considered the most reliable by the general population as veil as by 
tourists. They have a great faculty of mastering languages and are 
considered the finest linguists in the world. Besides Arabic and Hebrew, 
they speak Ladino (Spanish Jargon), Italian, French and English. I 
have met a Cairene boy of about twelve years traveling from Smyrna 
to Alexandria who spoke six languages. Amongst society folks, the 
Italian language is very much used. Most of the Jewsi of Cairo dress in 
the native fashion. It is indeed hard for a stranger to distinguish 
them from the native Arabs. 

The Sephardic Community is governed by a Board of Elders, who 
are elected biennially by secret ballot. Only those who contribute 
to the congregational treasury have a right to vote. The Elders are 
presided over by a Nasi, wrhose position is of a more permanent char- 
acter. The present Nasi is Sir Moses Bey Cattaue. The "Communita" 
(as the Board of Elders is called) has control over the finances and 
affairs of the several congregations and the communal institutions- 
The revenue of the Community is derived from the synagogue-offer- 
•BtwD Bappir, p. as, isas. 
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ings, burial fees, and taxes on "Kosher Meat" as welt as from real estate 
taxes, but all ecclesiastical matters such as Kashruth, marriages, 
divorces and judicial questions are in the hands of the Chief Rabbi and 
his Beth-din. 

Beth-din literally meaning House of Justice (also denotes the 
Jut^es) is the public hall where all communal matters are transacted. 
Births, marriages and deaths are registered there. Marriage licenses 
and certificates are issued to parties after matters are properly investi- 
gated and divorces are granted to dissatisfied couples when deemed 
proper. There are situated the "Beth-din" (or the board of Judges) 
usually composed of three Rabbis whose function is, to decide all quest- 
tons of law such as dietary, civil and social. Their decision when 
approved by the Chief Rabbi is final." The "Beth-din" is clothed witK 
the same authority as a Consular Court. 

Since the year 1910 a court house was opened called the "Tribunal" 
and the procedure in the "Beth-din" is almost the same as that of the 
government courts. Each side has a right to employ a legal advisor 
(councel) to represent him before the "Beth-din." The present Chief 
Rabbi is R. Raphael Aaron ben Simeon. He is considered a great Tal- 
mudtc scholar and is the author of several volumes dealing with Jewish 
law and custom.* He is a preacher of note and is much beloved by 
his constituents. He speaks many languages and is very popular 
among the authorities, who bestowed upon him many honors and titles. 
He also is clothed with a state regalia, which he is obliged to wear at 
public functions. His father was Rabbi Simeon ben David, a prominent 
Rabbi of Jerusalem and author of a volume on Responsa (Zuf DvashV 

The "Societe de Bienfaisance" (Hebrew Charities) takes care of 
all Jewish poor and as a result very few Jewish beg^rs are seen in 
Cairo, This is more remarkable in view of the many mendicants of other 
nationalities one meets in that city. A modern Jewish Hospital was 
recently erected at "Ezekieh" in the finest section of the city. 

The principal school is that of the Alliance Israelite Universelle 
founded by Cremieux and Munk in -1840 after they returned from 
their mission in Damascus. Cremieux is still regarded there as one 
of the greatest Jewish benefactors.^ 

•Tbe Cblef Rabtl, bowerer. bae a right to veto the dMlaloa it the "Betb-dlo" iDd hlB 
T«l« la recog&lHd by thg QoTarnineoL 

• Nahr Ulualm, Mahal Mteimlm. 

* Bgrpt waa the flrit MA ot opantlon for the Alliance Imdlte DDiT«ra«Ilt. 
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Another good school is the one organized by Madame Otterbui^, of 
Paris. 

"Ecole Payante" or Ecde Cattaui, a boys' school, deserves praise. 
It was founded by M. Cattaui for children of the wealthiei Jews.. 
It is a higher school. Among the subjects taught are Algebra, Classics, 
Geography and History, and Hebrew, Arabic, Italian and English. 
The Bible with the commentary of Rashi is taught in the 
higher classes only. The general age limit in that school is fourteen, 
when as a rule they leave to enter business.^ 

The largest school in Cairo is that of the "Communita" and is 
attended by poor children only. It is divided into six grades. The 
method of instruction is Ibrith-b'ibrith {Hebrew in Hebrew). The girls' 
school is divided into seven grades. The subjects tau^t are about the 
same as those taught in other elementary schools. The course includes. 
French, Arabic, music, sewing and reading. The boys' school has about 
400 pupils and the girls' school has about five hundred. There is also 
a communal kindergarten, attended by 350 children under the age 
of five. Many children of the upper and middle classes prefer the 
Christian private schools (mostly French Catholic), because their own 
schools are not modern enough for them. 

Cairo has many synagogues, communal and private. Some are of 
historic significance- The Shaar Hashamayim Synagogue, built in 1903,. 
is considered the most beautiful house of worship in the East. It is 
located in the fashionable neighborhood of New Cairo — "Ismailia." 

The Karaite community is next to the Sephardic in point of age. 
Little is known about the foundation of the Karaite Congregation in 
Cairo. It probably dates from the days of Saadia, when the oflSce of 
Nasi or Resh Galutha was yet in existence and the Nasi was the 
head of the Karaite community. The present Karaite com- 
munity of Cairo is not large. They possess an old synagogue which 
according to tradition was built in 8S7. Their Chief Rabbi is Haham 
Sabbatie Manjubi, who is reputed to be a scholarly man. In the archives 
of the synagogue were found some very interesting Hebrew manuscripts. 

Little can be said about the Ashkenazic Community of Cairo. It is- 
new and small in point of numbers. Formerly they formed a part of 
Sephardic Congregation on all matters except the ritual. But owing to 
the intrigues of a pseudo Rabbi who arrived from Roumania with 

Tb* School of tbo "Alliance" aod tbo Bcols CatUnl ba** racvntlj pmmi] abdar tk* 
isatnaDt ot tbe "CviunaBlta." 
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the ambition of becoming Chief Rabbi of the Ashkenazim, discord broke 
out. They are now independent also in most of the communal affairs. 

The only city in Egypt that can boast of having an original Ashken- 
azic Community is Port Said; and on one fine evening we boarded a 
train in Cairo for that municipality. In five houra| we reached the New 
City, that owes its existance to De Lessep, the French Engineer, who 
connected the Red Sea with the Mediterranean. It is a very bustling 
town, numerous steamers stop here to and from the far East It differs 
from other cities of Egypt in having a thoroughly European aspect. The 
Tnajority of its residents are European. Almost all European languages 
are spoken in Port Said. One cannot conduct a business unless he 
is versed in Arabic, English, French and German. 

Money of every nationality ts passed here and it is indeed very 
confusing to the traveler. One has to know the daily market price 
of all European currencies. Money>changing is a trade in the East, but 
liere it has become an important institution, consequently you meet with 
money-changers at the comer of every important street. 

The next morning we were out sight-seeing and at two-o'clock 
Cook's agent was on hand to take us on board the vessel, operated by 
the Khedivian Steamship Company, for Palestine. 
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It was late in the afternoon of the twenty-seventh day of June that we 
embarked in Port Said wi the EngHsh vessel "Khedivian" for Jaffa. We 
found the steamer crowded to its fullest capacity ; a throng of passengers 
of different nationalities pressed together. Every variety of Oriental cos- 
tumes was visible. Veiled women who sat apart with children on their laps, 
turbaned Arabs with white and brown striped "Abbas" or mantles, sitting 
cross-l^^d, an Arab in his "Keyfiyeh" or head shawl, — which consists 
of a band of camel's hair rope, very soft, round the head to keep the flow- 
ing gear in its place, — engaged the attention of foreign spectators. Pa- 
triarchal looking Syrians and Egyptians with red fezzes and flowing robes' 
moving from one end of the vessel to the other ; Jewish merchants re- 
turning with wares from Alexandria and Cairo, discussing their bargains ; 
Christian pilgrims of many lands talking of Palestine as the home of the 
founder of their faith, and Zionists, among them a number of enthusiastic 
Jewish students of Warsaw, who were going to travel on foot from Daa 
to Beer Sheba as a holiday sport for their summer vacation. 

The night was pleasant and the sea smooth. The easterly wind refresh- 
ing and salubrious, had greatly relieved the exhausting effect of the sun of 
Egypt. From the middle deck the Jewish National Anthem "Hatikvah," 
sung by the Russian students, filled the air, while on the upper deck the 
recital of selections from famous operas by a young Greek woman hekl 
the attention of the passengers. 

Some of my friends insisted that the gratifying surroundii^ were due 
to the vicinity of Ercz Israel. Be that as it may, few of the passenger? 
retired that night, as the scene was too inspirii^ to lose in sleep. 

At half past five, the purple hills of Judea began to show themselves. 
At first it was hard to distinguish them from the fleecy clouds above them, 
but soon it became plain that we were in sig^t of our historic land. It is 
extremely difficult to describe the state of mind at that time. The sensa- ' 
tions were so numerous and so varied that it is very hard to record them. 
The imaginations of my associates went wild with expectations when the 
eyes received the first reflections of our historic country. Soon we shall 
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stand upon the land of the Patriarchs, Prophets and Kings, walk amid the 
ruins of fortresses, temples and homes of our glorious ancestors, wander 
through the ancient wonder-fields and cities of the Bible, gaze at the time- 
honored streams, and travel through the plains, mountains and valleys that 
were conquered and defended by the heroes of our history and are the 
sole surviving witness of Israel's national life in times gone by. 

Soon the entire coast line was distinctly seen. The now white moun- 
tains of Judea were in full view, and the City of Jaffa, — which is a clust- 
er of flat-roofed houses, — loomed up on the slope of one of the Judean 
mountains, appearing like an amphitheatre. 

About eight in the morning, the "Khedivian" cast anchor a mile or 
so from shore, for Jaffa lies upon the open sea and has no harbor. In un- 
favorable weather steamboats are often obliged to pass the port, being 
unable to land either freight or passengers. They are compelled to go 
to Haifa or Beirout for safer landing. In view of the uncertainty of land- 
ing, the Mediterranean steam-boats make a point of arriving at JafTa in the 
early morning, in that calm period when the winds and waves alike await 
the movement of the sun, to avoid the possibility of a strong westerly wind 
that might drive the boats on the rocks. 

These rocks have been the fear of navigators from early days. The 
beach has always been covered with wrecks after great storms, before 
steam enabled vessels to go away from shore and escape. Almost every 
tourist traveling by way of Jaffa in former days had a story of shipwreck 
to tell. 

Joscphus speaks of a great loss of life in the reign of Vespasian in 
frgnt of Jaffa.' Sarwulf, a traveler of the middle ages (ii(»),' Speaks of 
an awful catastrophe in front of Jaffa where over one thousand bodies were 
found scattered all over the beach, and fragments of twenty-three ships, 
including his own, were seen floating on every side. Among other things 
he remarks, "For the violence of the wind would not allow them to put 
out at sea, and the character of the coast would not allow them to put into 
shore with safety." Fifty years ago the remains of a galley of great an- 
tiquity was dug up in an excavation at the shore.' 

These age-worn rocks upon which the surf breaks and sends white 
jets into the air are also of mythological significance. On one of those rocks, 

' JOMpboa, Wan, III, 9. 9. 

•BliTlT TrsTcIi Iti PalMtlne, p. IS., BohD SerlM. 

• Gelkle, Bal; LtDd ■ad Tbe BlblA, Vol. 1. p. S. 
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Andromeda, the dau^ter of Cepheus and Cassiopea, King and Queen of 
the Ethiopians, is said to have been chained.* 

Throughout the Roman period, down to the middle ages, the chain 
was shown with which Andromeda was bound to the rocks. Curiously 
enou^, Solinus claimed to have seen the imprint of the chain oa one of 
rocks, and Pliny is authority that Marcus Scaurus brought the skeleton of 
a huge sea monster to Rome that measured fifty feet in length, and was 
broader than an Indian elephant." 

I cannot vouch for the veracity of Pliny's story, nor is there any evi- 
dence that the skeleton was that of the sea monster of Andromeda or that 
of Jonah,* but it might have been the skeleton of some other sea monster, 
as sharks and other large fish are very frequently seen at the port of Jaffa. 
Indeed, poor Jonah must have been ignorant of the fact that Jaffa is the 
most dangerous place for embarkation when he secured passage for Tar- 
sus by way of Jaffa. The Jaffa Tarsus Steamship Company knew enough 
of business enterprise not to have a notice posted in the ticket office "Be- 
ware of sharks and gales !" 

The passengers on the "Khedivian," however, while more fortunate 
than Jonah, for they did not need the help of the sea monsters to land them, 
still were in the clutches of Arab boatmen, which is nearly as bad, and un- 
like Jonah, they had to pay for their transportation to town." 

The landing at Jaffa is a great experience. Scores of clumsy-lookiiig 
row-boats are tossing about in the angry waves diving up and down, guid- 
ed somewhat by the long oars of the Arab sailors. A swarm of them sur- 
round the vessel. They rise and fall, dashing one into the other in the mad 
effort: of each rower to get nearer the rope gangway first. 

One minute the boat nearest the rope ladder raised by the billows al- 
most mounts into the ships, and the next, it sinks below the steps into a 
frightful gulf. 

The passengers are rocked to the shore by these boatmen. Now Xhz 
boat is up as high as a mountain, and the next moment it is in a deep ravine. 
No better description 'can be given of this landing than the Psalmist's "For 
He commandeth and raised the stormy winds which lifted up the waves 

■ Caulopea, ai tbe lesend loei, bavlDg boasted hericU equal la besat/ to the N'erelda, 
drei* npDD ber tbe vengeaiice of Neptune, the >ea Ood. Bar daughter, Andnimedn, by advlea 
at an orarle. was faateued dd one ol theae rocka and exiKiiad to a marina monater. I'eTaaua, 
bBTlDg fonDd bar chained to the rock, ilew the moDitar, lat bar fra* and married ber. 

* Natural Hlatorj, xt:B, 

•JoaephQi, who takea liberty with the Bcrlptarei, aaya tbat th« whale tniuparted the 
tndtlTe to tbe Eurtne sen. 

•b At the moment the anchor went dawn, we were bargalalng with tbe raecalH lo take 
«• aabon, a bargalQ in which tbe foamy and tmeaiT ■«> sara the tioatmeD all tbe ■dvanlasa. 
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thereof. They mounted up the heaven, they go down the depths, they reel 
to and fro and again stagger like a drunken man and are at their wits end."' 
Once through the narrow opening between the rocks, we are in calmer 
waters and we approach the only landing stairs that reach the dock Or quay. 
Occasionally, when the water is shallow and the boats cannot come close 
to the dock, the passengers are taken in the bare arms oF an Arab, and the 
Arab, wading into the water, carries the passenger to the landing place, 
where he finds himself at once in a new world amidst new people, new 
streets and new houses. 

The tumult and confuskin, the variety of people and customs that 
meet the eye on arriving in Jaffa are enough to excite even those that have 
recently arrived from Alexandria and Cairo. 

The passage to the hotel is made in a coupe. The roads along the 
way are anything but modem and recall the legend told about King Bald- 
win of Jerusalem. 

When Sigurd (no7), the Crusader King of Norway, reached the 
Palestinian coast, the story is told that King Baldwin of Jerusalem was 
in doubt whether there was such a region as Norway and whether the visi- 
tor was really a King. But if he was a King he wanted to conceal the un- 
inviting roads and the poor landing. He, therefore, ordered costly drap- 
eries to be spread along the road from the shore to the mountain, saying, 
if Sigurd rode over them he was doubtless used to such luxury at home; 
but if he avoided them he must be watched as a suspicious character. When 
the ship landed. King Sigurd mounted his horse and rode carelessly over 
the precious carpets. King Baldwin, recognizing in his guest one accus- 
tomed to royal luxury, received him with honors becoming such a visitor.' 

Our road, however, was not carpeted and we passed in mud above 
our heels through narrow streets shaded by awnings, |mats and rags ; rows 
of stone huts, a miserable apology for houses, and crowds of people wrap- 
ped in garments that had seen better days. Indeed, the first view of Jaffa 
is anything but beautiful, and one is inclined to believe with Pliny that 
JaflFa is named after the third son of Noah, Japhet, its builder, rather than 
from the Hebrew root "Yafe" the beautiful. 

JaflFa is one of the oldest cities in the world. It is called by Joshua, 
Yapho ; by Luke, Joppa ; by the Arabs, Yaffa ; and by the Franks, Jaffa. 

In the Assyrian inscription, Jaffa is known as "Jaapu" and is describ- 
ed as a sea port of importance in tablets), recently found (1500 B. C. E.)/' 

t, Botm'a Seri«a. 
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is meiitUmtd as a fortress in the list of citie* overthrown by Thutmosis III 
In the inscriptions relating to the victorious campaign of 
Sennacherib, the town is called "Jaa-pu." The tomb inscription of Esh- 
munaser dating from the beginning of the Third century B. C. B. mentions 
Jaffa Of given to Sidon with Dor by one of the .Ptolemies. 

In the division of Canaan among the twelve tribes tinder Joshua, 
Jafe was ^portioned to Dan", but it could not be wrested from the Phoe- 
nicians, and ful! possession was not obtained until the Hasmonean period 
(II Mac.l2). It was then considered a maritime town. 

In ancient times it was Palestine's only port and only point of com- 
mimication with tlie outside world.'** It was Uirough this port in the days 
of Solomon that Hiram, King of Tyre, sent timber from the Lebanon for 
the building of the Temple in Jerusalem, and again tn the days of Ezra" 
cedars cut down from the Lebanon came on rafts to Jaffa and were thence 
omveyed across the country to Jerusalem for the building of the second 
Temple. Solomon appears to have had his royal wine presses in Jaffa." 

The Prophet Jonah embarked here for Tarsus (apparently Cadiz,. 
Spain) and at that time it appears to have been a sea-port of importance.. 
It first became Jewish under the Hasmoneans (147 B. C. E.), when an act 
of treachery'* on the part of the Phoenicians stirred up the anger of Judas 
Maccabeus, who bumed the city and annihilated all the inhabitants.'^ 
Finally it fell into the hands of Jonathan and Simon the Hasmonians (147: ' 
B. C. E.). It was later fortified by Simon.'« 

Pompey annexed Jaffa to the Roman Province of Syria. After the 
downfall of Anthony and Qeopatra, Augustus returned Jaffa to Herod 
and once more it beume a Jewish town, (30 B. C E.). It was due to 
Herod that Jaffa lost its prest^ as a sea-port of importance. He, rec- 
ognizii^ the dangerous condition of that port, built the city of Casarea and 
constructed a harbor there. During the reign of his son Archelaus the 
Judeans became disorganized and in 6 B. C. E. he was deposed and banished. 
The town again fell into the hands of a Roman general. The dty then, 
suffered terribly. 

During the Jewish insurrection against the Romans, the town was cap- 
tured and burnt by Cestius. Eight thousand inhabitants were massacred 

'Joah. 1»;40. 

•• Tama 18b. 

•• II Chran. II :ie ; Bin 111 :T. 

"Zecb. M-IO; PeBlktB-Bonl Akara. 

"Tha; entreated the Jewa to go iritb tlielr wire* and eUldnn Into their boati, ■■•nriDS' 
tbav that BO karm wai neant, but wben tber ware oa tba daap diowned no laaa than SOOOj 
of them. (II Mac. It: S. 4. fi.) 
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by the Roman soldiers, and the city walls were destroyed. It was, however, 
rebuilt by the Jews sometime later.'' 

Strabo and Josephus stale that Jaffa at one time was a nest of pirates 
"who plundered the coast of Phoenicia and Syria, and for that reason it 
'was destroyed by a night attack and razed to the ground by Vespasian 
in a war with the Jews. He erected a citadel where he placed a Roman 
]^rrison. 

The history of Jaffa was stirring enough in past ages. It was a bone 
of contention among many nations. The walls around the city built by Si- 
mon and Jonathan were battered again and again. It is associated in his- 
tory and tradition with many jo* the greatest men the world has known. It 
was an important city of the Canaanites, which preceded the Hebrew Em- 
pire of David and Solomon. It was a chief sea-port in the days of Solomon, 
Alexander the Great, Judas Maccabeus and Herod. It wasi the landing place 
of the Romans, the Saracens and the Crusaders. It was the place where 
Saladin was encamped when he expelled the Christians from Jerusalem. 
It was a stratepc point in the military operations of the Mamelukes and 
the Turks, and it was the scene of the most di^raceful act in the career 
of Napolean the Great. 

In March, 1799, toward the close of his humiliating and disastrous 
campaign in Egypt, his general (Kleber) carried Jaffa by storm and des* 
troyed the city,'" 

During its progress he ordered the killing of 4000 Albanian soldiers, 
the reason for this butchery being to save himself the trouble and expense 
of transporting them as prisoners of war, though their surrender to the 
Frenchmen was on the condition that their lives be spared. The place 
of this terrible butchery is said to have been near the Armenian Church 
which Napoleon used as a prison of war. 

The tourist is also reminded of another cruel deed by the same mili- 
tary commander. When he was forced to retreat across the desert to 
Egypt, and found several hundred of his men in hospitals whom he could 
not remove, he ordered the administration of poison and left them behind. 

"ClirUtlan tradition locates the hansc of Simon, the tinnet. In Jaffa, M an iDBlKQlflcant 
moaque near the light bouse (Acta li;l3). 

<■ It wsa rabnllt bj a promlDeot Arab. Aba Nabnt. llanj bnlldlnca aUU bear bla aame. 
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NEW JAFFA 

But now Jaffa has become one of the famous cities of the East. It 
is beautifully situated on a series of hills of equal height about one hundred 
feet above shore, and, while from the sea these hills appear barren and 
sandy, at a close range they are seen to be sprinkled with green patches. 
These are the famous "Bayares" or orangeries for which Jaffa is known 
all over the Elast. The oranges grow to the size of an ostrich egg and have 
thick skins. In season the pulp is sweet, juicy, tender, and contains few 
seeds. Not even California or Florida, having the advantage of the most 
skilled horticulturists, can dispute with Jaffa the primacy in the orange 
growing world. Everything about the city smells of oranges. Visiting 
these orange groves, one finds himself in a sea of golden globes which 
form the most beautiful contrast with the green leaves that surround them. 
This spectacle is especially memorable when seen in a full-moon night. 
The reflection of the silvery moon on these golden globes forms the most 
charming picture. 

Other fruits in Jafia gardens are citrons, olives, grapes, almonds, 
peaches, apricots and pomegranates. The most common flowers in Jaffa 
gardens are roses and' jessamines. Acacias, rubber-plants and oleanders 
are among the wild plants that grow all over. 

The gardens in Jaffa, as everywhere in Palestine, are enclosed with 
a great thick hedge of cactus plants (cactus opunda) having broad and 
prickly bristling leaves with sharp points that form a safe and almost in- 
penetrable wall around the garden. Cactus plants are the most common 
in Judea and are characteristic of Palestine. One leaf stuck in the sandy 
soil around the garden will cast root and spread rapidly to form a safe 
enclosure. 

Jaffa can be styled a garden city, for thousands of gardens adorn 
the municipality. The soil is very fertile, for beneath the sand blown 
from the sea the soil is rich and the harvest immense. The abundance 
of water is the cause of its fertility. One has only to dig a few feet to 
6nd a spring. It appears that a great underground stream runs contin- 
ually irom the hills towards the sea. Every orchard has thus ample means 
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of irrigation. The bringing up of the water to the surface is accomphsh- 
ed by the natives by means of a clumsy looking water wheel ; an ox, an ass 
or a mule is fastened to a long pole and, while driven slowly round, turns 
a beam which carries on its top a large wheel that draws up and lets down 
a series of wooden buckets. This ingenious though primitive wheel is called 
"Shakiya." 

The gardens of Jaffa stretch inland from the sea about three miles 
and extend about three miles north and south. 

After obtaining a good view of the town, we started for the suburbs 
in a carriage pulled by two horses. We drove upon the Ramleh way alcMig 
the gardens, passing on one side of the lane which was shadowed by a 
wall of cactus, and we soon faced the most beautiful view imaginable. 
Before us, on the right, the blooming vale of Sharon spread, and on the 
left, the blue hills of Judea were in view. "It makes little difference," 
said Qiarles Dudley Warner, "what kind of conveyance one has, it is 
impossible for him to advance upon this historic if not sacred plain and 
catch the first glimpse of these plain hills without a great quickening of 
the pulse. The elements of it are simple enou^, merely a wide sweep of 
prairies and a line of graceful mountains, but the form is pleasing and the 
color incomparable, the soil is warm and red, the fields are a mass of wild 
flowers of the most brilliant and variegated hues and alternately swept 
by the shadows of clouds and bathed in the sun. The scene takes on the 
animation of incessant change. "< 

The plain of Sharon is as beautiful today as it is said to have been 
in the days of David. Scattered throughout the plain are areas of cul- 
tivated land, the rest is pasture land. These fidds are carpeted with a 
large number of bright-colored flowers, of the most brilliant hues, such 
a display is seldom seen elsewhere — beautiful white "Havazeleth," blush- 
ing anemones called "Kalonioth" (little brides) modest cyclamens, — lode- 
ing to the ground and their open white petals give them the appearance of 
little nuns, small lilies, white daisies, violets, red mellows, the lobelia and the 
white cjstus. Such a harmony of color and an aroma of sweet fragrance 
recalls the lyrics of Solomon, "I am the rose of Sharon and the lily of the 
valley."" 

The pastureland of the Sharon was famous in the days of David. It 
at^ears to have been crownland and used for pasture of cattle of the 
royal family.* In the songs of Solomon, Shulamith is compared to a rose 

> Id Tbe LeTut, BoitoD, 1901. p. U. 
■BoDK of BongK II r1. 
•Chran. zsvU:S>; Iw. tiT:tO. 
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of Sharon. TTie beauty of the Sharon adorned with flowers was iwoverWa!, 
like the majesty of Lebanon, and the beauty of the Carmel,* 

Returning we drove across a short road to the Montefiore Garden 
situated opposite the German Colony, Sharona, The garden appeared to 
have been somewhat neglected, yet it showed wonderful fertility. The 
vegetation was luxurious, fruits such as dates, oranges, citrons and plums 
made the air sweet with their fr^france. The garden is enclosed with 
a hedge of prickly pear. 

From the Montefiore Garden we came to the Second German Colony 
founded by American Adventists in 1856 and sold to members of the 
German Temple Society twelve years later. It is still known to this day 
by some as the American Colony. This colony is a model of cleanliness. 
Its cott^:es are very pretty and well shaded. It has a fine park near it 
which forms the most desirable residential part of Jaffa. Most of the 
tourists who pass Jaffa stt^ at the German Hotel, Du Parque. 

Jaffa, by reason of its shady groves, the sea-cool air and good bathing, 
is the summer resort of Jerusalem. The hotels are crowded with visitors 
from Jerusalem and many other parts of Palestine who come here to bathe 
in the sea during the warm summer months. 

The pc^ulatitHi of Jaffa is growing fast, and the growth is particularly 
marked among the Jewish element. 

Since it was captured by Vespasian Jaffa probably never had as large 
a Jewish community as it possesses at the present time. Some Jews resided 
in Jaffa during the fourth and fifth centuries, for we fiitd scattered in 
Talmudic and Rabbinic literature many "Amoraim" who are identified with 
Jaffa". But there is no record of Jews having resided in Jaffa during the 
Byzantine domination, nor is there evidence that Jews lived there durit^ 
the conquest of the Arabs by Saladin in 1187. Benjamin of Tudela (1170) 
found in Jaffa only one Jew — a dyer. Betrandon de la Brocquire, a trav- 
eler, in 1432, found Jaffa entirely destroyed. There were only a few tents 
for the accommodation of pilgrims. Catwyk, a tourist of the latter part 
of the sixteenth centur>-, found, the city a heap of ruins — pn^bly due to 
an earthquake. 

In the seventeenth century there were very few Jews in Jaffa, and 
Jewish travelers suffered oppression and humiliation while passing through 
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the town. It required an appeal of the Haham Basht of Constantinople to 
Hanna Domiah to protect the Hebrew pilgrims." 

Forty years later, Isaiah Agiman, a Jewish banker of Constantinople, 
purchased a lot for the purpose of building an Hachnasath Orchim (a way- 
farer's home) for Jewish pilg^ms. The house was afterwards conveyed 
to the Sephardic community of Jerusalem, who settled there a few Se- 
phardim. Later there came a number of North African Jews who were 
saved ■from a shipwreck in front of Haifa, and engaged in the e«port of 
grain. It was not until the year 1841 that the little Jewish community 
received a great impetus, when the old rabbinic statute prohibitii^ Jews 
to settle in Jaffa — for fear that a settlement here wouM interfere with 
pilgrims visiting Jerusalem — was abolished (1840) by the first Chief Rabbi 
of the Holy City — Rabbi Abraham Hayim Gagin^. 

The doing away with the excummunication attracted many Jews to 
Jaffa. 

In the year i860 the population of Jaffa was 5,000, i,aoo Oiristians, * 
200 Jews and the remainder Moslems. Since that year the growth 
of the town has been gradual and steady. Twenty-six years later Jaffa 
had 15,000 residents; of these 3,000 were Jews (about equally divided 
among the Sephardim and Ashkenazim). This increase may be attributed 
to the oppressive measures of the Russian government in the early ei^ties 
and to the Hobebei Zion agitations. M. Franco'" puts down the po- 
pulation for 1903 at 17.713 — of these 11,630 Moslems, 3,113 Christians, 
2.970 Jews. The last are divided into 1,210 Sephardim and 1,760 Ashke- 
nazim. Three years later, David Trietsch estimated the population of 
Jaffa to be 47,000," an increase of 29,287 in three years. The Jewish 
community he places at 7,500, an increase of 4,530 in three years, and 
about one-sixth of the general population. Baedeker in 1906 gives the 

• Uamia Uomlah was a ChrlitlaD official Id Jaffa who rBpreaeoMi] four Bnropeau coontrlM- 
Aa ■ouQ aa Jewa landed, tboy were met bi a Christian iDD-keeper who took them to hU 
lodsli>K bouHe wbere the; remalaed WToral Anja until the Kehlllab of Jerawlem wai DotlOed. 

The latter teut Immediate! 7 a Jenlsh draKomun witb camela. daDhe^a or mules (predatb) to 
IramiiDrt tbe dew arrlvala to Jeruaalem. Foe the aged Jens who irere Dot able to mount D 
donki';. the}' eent boieg tbat fitted to the donkejra back vrbere Ibe7 were seated. Tbejp uia- 
•lly left JbTb tuwirdi evening to avoid tcavelliiB si nlgbt. wblcb Joncner was perllona In 
tbose dajs. TbeT itopped over night at BamlpU In a Ji^wlab lodglDK bouse. Tbe next morn- 
InK the; made their war up to Jerusalem, wblch the; reai'bed toward eienlDK. The Kahat of 
the HoIt Cll; had to par Co Shelkbs of man; vIllBgeB on the road an Impoat tar everj paa- 
■enser for not Interfering with the poor trarelera (Luacb Krcz iBrael, 1S>S, p. 80). 

'This Btory told by Jacob GoldmsD (Luach Erez Israel, 1S08, p. 72) sad qaoted In tha 
Jewish Enryclopedla and Oinr larnel. la disputed Ijt Luuce (Ibid TS), as tbe fact li not c«r- 
roborated Id tbe records of the Jewlab Kehlllab of Jeraaalem (tbat are In existence for oret 
two bondred rears). This waa also denied b; Rabbi Ellaher, wbo lirtd for maar rean In 
Jaffa about tbat period (Ibid, p. TS). 

H) Jewish Bncyclopedla, Vol. VII, G2. 

•Handbook of ralcslire. p. 14. 



-c by Google 



NEW JAFFA a 

population of Jaffa 45,000. The present population is estimated to be 
about 50,000, one-sixth are Jews, of whom three thousand are Sephardim 
and 7,000 are Ashkenazim. 

The Ashkenazic Jews began to settle in Jaffa in the year 1839 when a 
ship brought several hundred Jews from Eastern Europe, some of whom 
remained there, and among them was R. Hayim Smerlit^, a commission 
merchant representing many European business houses. He established a 
"magazine" there and ei^aged in both import and export trade. 

His business connections with many countries of Europe and his suc- 
cess as a merchant stimulated an influx of Ashkenazim in Jaffa and it 
became the centre of commerce for Palestine. (Note 3.) 

The Chief Rabbi of Jerusalem ordained Rabbi Judah Halevy, the father 
of the present Dayan, to be Rabbi of that community in the year 1840. He 
was probably the first RabW for many centuries. 

The Jewish quarters are the cleanest in Jaffa, They are situated in the 
northwestern part of the city, comprising several blocks of stone houses ; 
are known by the Hebrew name, Nevei Zedek (compania). The houses 
were built in 1887 by an organization of Jaffa Jews, each member having 
paid in advance for his lot. The payments for the houses were made in 
yearly installments. About two hundred families live there. The Jewish 
houses are fairly modern and can easily be distinguished from the Arabian 
quarters. 

The business centre of Jaffa is a long, broad, irregular thoroughfare 
called "Rue Boustrous," where most of the merchants are located. There 
are the Anglo-Palestine bank, the offices of the Palestine Amt, the CMessa 
Committee, the Carmel Oriental, and the office of the "lea." The Anglo- 
Palestine bank is the financial instrument of the Jews of Palestine in gen- 
eral and of Jaffa in particular. Out of 5,500,000 francs ($1,100,000.00) 
deposited in that bank in 1910, 3,045,000 francs ($609,000.00) were from 
Jaffa, and out of the total credit of 3,034,460 francs ($606,892.00) 2,183,- 
760 ($436,752.00) were from Jaffa, 

The new suburb Tel Abib, is a model town by itself. The plan was 
laid out by a number of Jewish engineers. The houses are multiform, mod- 
em structure one and two stories high, of the latest architectural design, 
having in front and at the sides ample grounds. The plan of every house 
is scrutinized by a committee on building construction. The water supply 
is ample. Every house recdvet water Arough a modem conduit system. 
The town is thoroughly Jewish, ihe lact being most evident on the Sabbath 
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day when all traffic and business cease. The affairs of the town are con- 
ducted by a committee of men chosen at a popular dection of all residents 
including tenants who have resided at least one year at one place. 

The streets are broad and straight, and named after histmic personages 
and prominent Zionists, such as Maccabean, Yehuda Halevi, Herzl, Pins- 
ker, Mohilever, Lillienblum, Achad Ha 'Am and Rothschild. They arc 
macadamized ; on each side is a wide sidewalk: along which are planted 
rows of trees. The chief thoroughfare is called Rechob Herzl, after the 
deceased Hionist leader, in the center of which is erected the J'ewish 
high school "Gymnasia Ibrith," or Herzliah. (Note 4.) 

This school is attracting students from distant lands. 

"I travded thousands of miles to bring my scxi here," remarked one 
father, who came from Russia, "so as to enable him to remain a Jew, which 
would be impossible if he attended the secular SchocJs of the Goluth lands." 
That good father certainly made no mistake. The writer witnessed a little 
girl, eleven years of age, reciting a portion of "Sefer ha-Agadah"*" in such 
an intelligent manner that it would do credit to many a grown-up. This 
school is a gymnasium in the literal sense as well, for the curriculum includes 
also physical culture. The writer has seen boys perform certain antics that 
an American manager would charge the public an admission fee to see. I 
shall not forget one stunt in which twenty-five boys at a moment's notice 
frtHn the instnictor formed themselves into a pyramid. 

Tachkemoni is the name of a boys' high school which is mainly sup- 
ported by orthodox Zionists (Mizrachim). It has also a broad prt^am, 
and is under the directioii of Rabbi Kuk and Dr. Schlesinger ; the latter is 
director. This school pays more attention to religious matters. It has a 
student club, a library and a reading room. 

Beth Hasefer I'Banoth is the name of a Girls' school. This school has 
a modern structure, in back of which is a play-ground. It was opened in 
1909 and has a daily attendance of 400 girls. The building was donated by 
a Russian philanthropist, Mr. I. Feinberg, of Irkutsk, and by the Odessa 
Committee. 

Jaffa has eight other schotrfs including Talmud, Torahs. These schools 
are attended by 450 children and are taught by twenty teachers. Two of 
these schools are elementary and are maintained by the "Alliance" and the 
"Hilfsverein," respectively; the latter maintains also a kindergarten. The 
Hitfsverein has performed a great service in Palestine, particularly in the 
founding of kindei^artens. 

" Br Blillk and RabnlUkj, Cncow, IMS. 
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Of the Talmud Torahs, the Shaarei Torah School, founded in 1884, 
and the school founded for the Sephardic Jews by Baron Menasce, of Alex- 
andria, are the most important. Hebrew is becoming rapidly the spoken 
language of Jaffa and Palestine in general. Only the adoption of Hebrew 
as the vernacular can ever dispel the "confusion of tongues" from which 
Palestine Jewry, speakii^ all the dialects of the world, is suffering. The 
Teachers' Union is the Board of Public Education whose purpose it is to 
elaborate a uniform educational program for the Palestine Elementary 
Schools and to maintain the natural development of the Hebrew lai^uage 
in its application to modern needs and conditions. 

The Hospital Shaarei Zicm was founded in 1871 by Jewish residents 
and is maintained throu^ the munificent gifts ofl European philanthropists. 
Jaffa has three large synagogues, two Ashkena^c and one Sephardic, and 
many smalt bouses of worship. 

Among the other institutions may be mentioned a library founded in 
1891 in memory of "Lewanda," which is maintained by the Odessa Commit- 
tee'* — containing several thousand volumes,— a reading room, a meeting 
hall (Beth 'Am), a conservatory of music — founded by the late Frau Ru[>- 
pin in 1909, — a B'nai B'rith Lodge and a Hebrew Dramatic Qub, which 
has for its purpose the cultivation of dramatic art among its members. 

Jaffa has several printing houses, two Jewish periodicals, "Hapoel 
Hazair" and "Hachinuch." The first is the journal of the young Palestin- 
ian proletariat and is under the able editorship of Joseph Aronowitz, and 
the second deals with school discipline and pedagogical matters. The city 
is enriched with two Jewish publication societies, "Koheleth" and "Japheth." 
One is engaged in the publication of original works in Hebrew, the other in 
publishing translations of standard works of other languages. 

Jaffa is the leading commercial centre in Syria, about twenty-five thou- 
sand pilgrims visit the city yearly, and forty per cent, of all imports and 
exports come or go by way of Jaffa. The chief exports are oranges, wines, 
olive oil, sesame, almonds, barley, beans, colocynth, durah (millet) fodder, 
raisins, wool, leather, live stock, soap and religious souvenirs. The chief 
imports are wood, cotton, clothes, coffee, rice, sugar, tobacco and iron. 
Over 1500 vessels pass through the port in a year. 

Almost all the governments have consular agents in Jaffa. It is the 
chief town of the Liva of Jerusalem and the seat of the Kamaikam — the 

•• 8m LttSch BtM Iind, 1886^ 9. 70. 



-c by Google 



88 NEJV JUDEA 

Turkish official who is in charge of the entire district In health conditions 
Jaffa compares favorably with European cities. The mortality rate of 
Jaffa is 20 per 1000; this compares favorably with Russian cities which have 
a mortality rate of 36 per 1000, Hungary 32 per 1000, France 22 prr lOiX), 
and Germany 20 per lOCO. 

The climate of Jaffa is similar to that of southern Italy and Sicily, with 
an average temperature of twenty degrees Centigrade. The sea breeze al- 
ways insures a certain degree of coolness and its ample vegt-tations make 
the climate very pleasant. 

Jaffa is the centre of the Jewish colonies in Judea, the market for their 
products, and the place where they gather their inspiration on religious and 
cultural matters. 
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CHAPTER VII. 
MIKVEH ISRAEL 

"One may win his world in one hour, another, after struggling many 
years" — (Aboda Zarah 18 A). 

The "Alliance Israelite Universelle" deserves the credit of being the 
first in modem times to adopt practical measures for promoting colonization 
of Jews in Palestine. The establishment of the Agricultural School "Mik- 
veh Israel" (the gathering of Israel) by that organization, was the first 
practical effort in modem times on behalf of the Jewish people to rehabili- 
tate their historic land. That Farm School is situated southeast of Jaffa, 
half an hour distant from that town, on the road leading to Jerusalem. It 
is the first Jewish settlement on the road from Jaffa to Jerusalen^ and when, 
on the thirteenth day oif June, we started out to tour thq Cc^onies, "Mikveh 
Israel" was the first place which we visited. 

On both sides of the road leading to the school, orange groves, vine- 
yards, grainfields and large patches of wild flowers of most magnificent hue 
were in sight. The school grounds are recognized from a distance by long 
rows of eucalyptus trees, "Sadjar el Yahud" (the Jewish trees) so styled 
by the Arabs, as Jews were the first to introduce that tree in Palestine be- 
cause of its rapid growth. ' 

While a number of Jewish youths working in the field convinced us 
that we were on real Jewish soil, the one that gave us the Hebrew greeting 
"Shalom" (peace be with thee), while ploughing along the road, made us 
feel that we were in a Hebrew land as well. 

We were met at the gate of the Agricultural College by its secretary, 
Herr Adolph Mendelowitz, a Roumanian young man, who was kind enough 
to conduct us through the entire school, and introduced us to the Director, 
M. Samuel Laupu, to wh<Mn I am indebted for valuable information CMi- 
ceming the school and general conditions of the land. He conversed with 
us in Hebrew. 
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In its ^neral aspects, the Mikveh Israel Settlement resembles the other 
colonies of Judea. It is traversed by a wide thoroughfare at each side and, 
scattered within a radius of about half a mile, are twenty structures of var- 
ious kinds. The buildings here, as all over Palestine, are made of stc«»e, 
with as little wood as possible, for timber is very scarce in Palestine. Most 
of the wood used for building purposes is brought by way of the Mediter- 
ranean from Eurc^iean countries and the expense of tran^x>rtation makes 
the price of lumber so high that the average builder is obliged to dispense 
with it as far as possible. Stone, on the other hand, can be gotten at little 
cost, and stone cutters at a very moderate rate ; consequently stone is used 
for floors, arches, roofs, stairs, verandas, etc. In Mikveh Israel, however, 
the use of timber* is not so restricted. The roofs on the houses are mostly 
■of red tiles. The red color gives a beautiful contrast to the white walls and 
^een surroundings. 

The school building proper, where, also, are located the chapel and the 
library, is a magnificent and extensive edifice, well adapted and equipped 
for teaching purposes. Other buildings include the office of the superin- 
tendent, his residence, dining halls, chemical and horticultural laboratories, 
quarters for instructors, dormitories for students, dwellings for employees, 
workshops, bams, sheds and a large wine cellar, etc. The buildings are 
thickly shaded by avenues of eucalyptus and bamboo trees, by well kept 
gardens, orchards and orange groves and surrounded by about 2550 dunam 
(617 acres) of arable land. 

The turning of a lai^e tract of apparently unreclaimable, barren and 
sandy soil into the most fruitful land does credit to the able management 
of the "Alliance," and to the industrious and energetic efforts of the stu- 
dent body as well as the employees. 

The population of the school consists of 160 souls, including the 
director, six teachers, seventy-five students and employees. 

The schoc4 curriculum extends over a period of five years. All branches 
of agriculture and horticulture are taught, with special attention to wine 
and orange culture. Dairj' industry, cattle, fowl and bee breeding are given 
a prominent place on the daily roster. Students are obliged to attend lec- 
tures on general subjects such as mathematics, geography, history, physics, 
chemistry, languages, botany, zoology, geology, mineralogy, surveying, 
soil chemistry, plant pathology, agrarian, commercial and supervising 
farming. 

The chief source of revenue of this institution is the export of wine 
and brandy. Oranges, "ethrogim" (large citrons), almonds and various 
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vegetables grow fdentifuUy here and thus swell the inccme- of the scbook. 
Other products cultivated with marked success are wheat and barley, and 
Such fields are seen abound the Colony. 1784 D. land is being planted witlt 
various kinds of grain, such as wheat, barley, oats, durah, Sesame and 
Adas (millet) ,330 D. with grapes and about 200 with oranges and citrons. 
Other fruits include olives, almonds, dates, apples, pears, figs and apricots. 
A certain Mr. Goldman has been experimenting here on sugar beet with 
marked success. The fact that the proceeds derived from the sale of its- 
produce is almost sufficient to defray the expense of the school speaks welt 
for its general efficiency, as there are few institutiwis of a similar character 
that can boast of being self-supporting and it also demonstrates diat the 
success of farming depends no less upon management e^ the farm than 
upon the quality of the soil. 

Graduates of this Agricultural College turn 
out to be good supervisors and teachers of agricultore in new Cotcmies. 
With the increase of new Jewish Cdonies in P^estine, ttie demand of 
skilled agriculturists who are familiar with local methods of cultivation. 
of soil and conversant with the Arabic lai^^age, becomes greater. It is. 
hoped that all the graduates will soon find profitable eii^>loyment in Pales- 
tine and that none will be compelled to emigrate to other lands, or to engage 
in other pursuits after graduation, on account of the limited field offered 
tiiem hitherto in the land of their ancestors. One must bear in mind, 
however, that the present assimilative tendencies of the officers of the "Alli- 
ance Israelite Universelle," their indifference to Jewish national and historic- 
sentiments,' and their ignorii^ local pride and patriotism in the school pro- 
gramme, are equally respcmsiWe for the lack of attachment to Palestine by- 
some students. 

Why should French culture be forced upon native Jewish youtfis who 
have a culture of their own, or upon foreign young men, who, tired of Euro- 
pean cultnre and hypocrisy, come here in search of a Jewish culture? Why 
should the French language be inq>osed upon men who love their own 
national tongue, Hebrew ? As loi^ as there is no effort on the part of the 
authorities of tfie school to implant in the students a reverence for their- 
native or ad(4>tcd land, a love for their language, history and literature, one- 

• Tba fonndcra of the "AJIUdm" wer» moved br ■ nattonml iplrit, ■■ MpTMMd In th* 
Eollowlnr dMlmrUkm, Tl*. : "The tmp«itaM rendons of tbt worid in prawDted br na. 
tloD^ XorenimcDM wba are >p«cI«Ut Intonatoil In tb«m ud an utharlnd oCBeUJl* t» 
«p«ak for tbam. Our cned It tb* onir one that df« not poiMM Mcft aATantant. W» 
kan no aUte bm tarrltor? to npnaoM oi." (dotoe Prabtoata of Modem Jowrj, p. IB 1 
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must expect students to leave for Canada or elsewhere rather than make 
sacrifices for the land. 

What a contradiction! The "Alliance" organization, the first Jewish 
body to respond to the call of colonizing Palestine for historical, religious, 
and economic reasons, long before Zionism had taken a grip on a large por- 
tion of Modem Jewry, should now lose sight of all its original motives I 
The pioneer instituticm of Jewish Nationalism should now (^>pose Jewish 
Nationalism! The herald of the Hebrew renaissance should oppose the 
Hebrew language 1 

Is it possible? I asked myself while I was sitting] in the director's office 
and saw before me on the walls the portraits of the late Grand Rabbin Zadoc 
Kahn, Albert Cohn, Colonel Goldsmid, Baron and Baroness de Hirsch, and 
last, but not least, the first director of this school, Charles Netter. What 
would these men say if they could speak? What would the founder say if 
he saw the change that took place in the School for which he sacrificed many 
years of his life and where he died with the thought that he had discovered 
the key to the solution of the Jewish problem? 

In 1868 Charles Netter severed his business connections and on behalf 
of the "Alliance Israelite Universelle" left for Palestine to study the con- 
ditions of the Land of his Fathers. He explored the land "from Dan to 
Beer Sheba," during the year he sojourned in Palestine, and when ha 
returned to Paris, he strongly urged, in an address delivered before .the 
members of the "Alliance" organization, the establishment of a school 
for the training of the Jewish youths of Palestine and adjacent countries 
in the art and science of agrilulture.* (Note 5.) 

Though many at that time claimed that the Jew can never succeed as a 
tiller of the soil, the "Alliance" accepted the reciHnmendation of Netter and 
furnished him the necessary funds to start on the realization of his plan. 
He returned to Palestine where he obtainedconcessions from the Turkish 
authorities to build a school on a tract of government land situated between 
Jaffa and the village Yazar on the main road to Jerusalem. The Pasha of 
Jerusalem agreed to sell him the land for 65,000 francs ($13,000.00) to be 
paid within 25 years. But when he went to Constantinople to receive the 
approval of the government, the Sultan modified the agreement, and instead 
of demanding pay the agreement was changed that the "Alliance" shall only 
pay a small annual tax, as long as the school is in existence, and even the 
small tax was waived by the government, for the first ten years. It had also 
permitted the importation of all school equipments free of duty. 

■ Bnlletln AUlinM UntverMl*, 1880, p. Bl. See alao Luach Achluoph. 1S94, p. ITl. 



-c by Google 



MIKVEH ISRAEL *» 

In 1870, M. Netter took possession of the territory. He built a small 
hut where he and a number of young men who «>nsented to stay with him 
lived for several months. As soon as the boundaries of the land were de- 
fined, he b^an work on the school structures. The first 25,000 francs 
($S,ooo.oo) he donated himself and he received a donation from the late 
Colonel Goldsmid of 25.000 more. The one hundred thousand francs that 
were still needed to finish the building and to furnish it were secured by the 
"Alliance." 

In order to secure employment for the graduates, he su^ested in a 
letter to the "Paris Society" to form a stock company and issue shares; 
with the money received from the shares, land should be bought in 
Palestine* and cultivated by graduates of the school. (Large tracts of 
government land were for sale at that time.) 

He named his school "Mikveh Israel" because he was convinced that 
the Hope of Israel will be realized by such means. In a 
letter of June 19th, of the same year, he takes pride in the Hebrew 
names which he gave to the hills and valleys of Mikveh Israel, names such 
as Mount Abraham, Mount Sarah, The Oak of Moses, The Valley of 
Rebecca, etc. 

Two years he superintended his school. During the day he worked 
with the plough and at night he was on guard. The Fellahin of the 
neighboring village Yazar claimed that the school land was theirs 
because they inhabited it for many years.^ To spite Netter they drove 
their cattle into the fields of the farm school. A special edict from 
Constantinople, permitting the confiscation of cattle caught in the field, 
put a stop to such treachery. 

After his troubles with the Fellahin subsided his school was excom- 
municated by the Orthodox Rabbis of Jerusalem and parents would not send 
their children to the school. Poor Netter was obliged to spend weeks in 
Jerusalem to convince tke Ultra Orthodox that he was not a heretic and that 
his school was conducted on strictly religious lines, and in the spring of 
1871 he took with him 15 students to celebrate Passover at Jerusalem. He 



• See letter of June 4, 18T1, Bulletin Alliance Iiraellte UnlTeneUe. 

• Tbe modent At>b atlll beneree Id tbe prlDctple at "Hazakab" (taking bold oi pouea- 
•loD), tbe principle tbat was In Togae daring the Jewlah Second Com man wealth, to whkb 
grest protalnence la given In tbe Talmud. "Hazakab" mcaoB tbe aeqnlaltlon of properlr \>j 
eontlnned and nndliturbed poaaeailon during a certain period of time, wbkb eitabllibed 
title to tbe real property. Tbe Talmnd uyB: "Real property Is alwayi in poseeBBlon af tbe 
owner until evidence ahowB tbat he dlapoaed of It."— B. K. Wb. Tbe rabbia ordained tbat 
nndlstiirbed poaafialon tor thre« rears was iiiIBcient to eHtabllab ownerihip. nod tbe bar* 
dan of pr«of reated npao tbe plalntllf. (B. B, ZM); B. B. SOa; B. H. 100«, Ufla.) 
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even took steps to obt^n the services of Rabbi Kalischer RS spiritual leader 
of Mikveh Israel. But the latter, owing to poor health, wras prevailed upon 
by his family not to undertake that journey.' 

At the close of the summer of 1882 he made the third trip to Palestine. 
He was delighted to see that the school which he founded had made won- 
- derful prc^ess and he contemplated making some changes in its manage- 
ment and in the methods of instruction when he toc4c sick and after a short 
illness passed away. 

On a lonely spot at the extreme end of Mikveh Israel pounds, thor- 
oughly concealed from the eye by evergreens, eucalyptus and willows, a 
stone bearing the following epitaph tells the tale : 

In Eternal Memory to Jacob Netter. 

Bom hEIuI 5586; 

Died 19 Tishri 5643. 

Kind and benevolent to his friends. 

Mikveh Israel, the work of his hands. 

•HU letMr of Jane 1», 1871. Goldiun HuiU, Vol I. SS; Lnah AcktaMf, IBM, p. 1T& 
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A CLUSTER OF GRAPES 
"And they came unto the brook ot Eacol and cut 
down from tbence a branch with one cluster 
d( grapes and they bore it between two upon 
a staff." (Num. XIII:23). 

(See Page 51) 



AT THE FOUNDATION 
"And they shall build the waste citieK and inhabit them (Amos 1:13) 

(See Page 86) 
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nr". (Mich. IV:13}. 
<See Page 77) 



CARRYING SHEAVES 
"He that goeth forth and whe^iipth, bearing preoioiis xeeil shall doiibtlesB 
conip again with rejoleinfi: brinRiiiff his E.hi.'av<'.s with him." (Psalms XXVr:6> 

(See Page 77) 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
RISHON r ZION. (AJUN KARA) 

On a Imely barren and desolate place whose wells were dry since the 
days of San)8C»i, there settled on the fifteenth day of Ab 5642 (1882) a 
small group of refugees fleeing from persecution, massacres and politiud 
disabilities, detennined to lay the foundati<Hi M an agricultural colony in 
Palestine. This tract of land had hitherto been called by the Arabs "Ajun 
Kara," and is said to be the site of the ancient Philistine town Ein Hakkore'> 
thus named by Samson in commemoration of the miracle of obtaining 
water of the Lehi. 

The main object of these youi^ settlers was to serve as sn example to 
their brethren at hcnne, to abandon their life of traders in Russia, and return 
to the soil of their historic land "Erez Yisrael." 

How far the main object of these idealists was realized must be left to 
the future historian to tell. One thing, however, can be counted to their 
credit. They, and others that followed their example, have by their sin- 
cerity of purpose demonstrated for the first time : first, that so far as energy, 
industry and aptitude for agricultural pursuits are concerned, the Jew can 
and will make a good farmer ; second, that the success of the Jew as a tiller 
of the soil in Palestine is more permanent than in a land in whose immediate 
vicinity there are large industrial centers to be attracted by, and where ho 
has the skilled energy of the nndem farmer to Compete with, hutead of the 
hel[4ess ignorance of the Fellahin for his rival. 

They named the future colony Rishon 1' Zion (the first to Zion)* 
because it was the first effort in modem timesi on the part of individual 
Jews in the Diaspora to found a colony for themselves in Palestine." 

The Rishon 1' Zion Ccdony brought good tidings not only to the Jews 
in Jerusalem but also to the Jews in exile, for in a few years it was trans- 
formed from a sandy, uncultivated and unproductive soil into the first col- 
ony in Zion. It is "first" in its nattiral beauty, in its magnificent gardens, in. 
its picturesque landscapes, and in its healthy surroundings. 

> JndccB z* -M. 

(!) P«uch tlkvob was ronndtd tmr jtan batcn br Jewi of JsrvMtom. 
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Fiwn Mikveh Israel, therefore, we inade our way to Rishon, still con- 
tinuing on the main road from Jaffa to Jerusalen^ probably the oldest and 
most historic hif^way in the world — the same that was used by Solooion to 
transport' the timber which Hiram, the King of Tyre, sent by way of Jaffa 
to Jerusalem, and the same by which our forefathers made their pOgrimages 
three times a year to Jerusalem for the hi^ festivals. It does not require 
a very tma^native mind ta picture the scenes of those glorious days. The 
multitudes of people carrying their offerings and gifts to the Holy Gty, the 
holiday air, the enthusiasm, the inspiration these excursionists must have 
derived on each journey, which I^ted twelve hours, from Jaffa. These are 
but rectdlections of the past. This hi^way is no longer crowded. Jewish 
pilgrims to Jerusalem are few, and the many Christian -pilgrims travel by 
railway. The traffic of this road is confined to native Bedouins, to Arab 
fellahin, and a few Jewish colonists. This historic highway ^>pears very 
much forsaken and n^lected. No trace of its ancient splendor and no 
vestiges of its past activities can be noticed. One is moved to exclaim in 
the words of the prophet : 

"The ways of Zion do mourn 
Because none ccnne to the solenjn feasts. 

All her gates are desolate "* 

Yet everything appears most interesting, the environments most inur- 
ing, for the road is the same ; the villages, with a little variation, bear the 
same old Bibhcal names.'' 

And the native Fellahin that we meet here are probably the descendants 
of ancient Hebrews with a sprinkling of some of the other nations of the 
Scripture, who accepted the Mohammedan religion. In physiognomy, 
mode Oi life, custom, tradition, ethnic traits and family life, there is a strik- 
ing! similarity between the modem Fellah and the Jew. Indeed, there is 
sufficient ground for the assertion of many observers that the modem Arab 
is a descendant of the ancient Jewish peasant (Am Haaretz) and the Samari- 
tans who left their people but stuck to the land. Major Conder pointed out 
that as late as the days of the Crusaders, the Arabs spoke the Aramean 
language, the dialect spoken by the Judeans during the Second QMnmon- 
wealth. Furthermore the modern Arabic lai^uage differs frwn that of the 
net^boring countries in its Hebrew and Aramean elements. Even their 
religion is not pure Moslem^ They look ancient ; their wearing ai^>arel is 
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historical and tfieir customs BiUtcal. Modem ctvilization and all that it im- 
plies have no influence on them. Theyl still possess the native courtesy and 
Semitic pditeness so characteristic of ancient Israel. It matters little wheth- 
er one meets a "Sheikh" or an ordinary Fellah, a Bedouin or a Dervish, 
whether rich or poor, learned <h- illiterate, the meeting will always be cor- 
dial. The greetings are numerous and vary with the time of the day and 
with the person met Thus, when one Moslem meets another, the greeting 
is "Essalam Aleikum" (Peace be with thee), equivalent to the Hebrew 
"Shalom Aleichem." The answer is "Aleikum Essalam"; but when the 
Moslem meets a stranger, he remarks, "Neharach Said" (May thy day be 
hapi^). The reply should be, according to Ibrahim, our coachman, "Ne- 
harach Said Umabaradi" (Thy day shall be happy and blessed). Some- 
times the salute ran "Marhaba Habibi" (Blessed are they that cwne, my 
friend) equivalent to the Hebrew "Baruch Habah Havivi." The answer 
is "Marhabtain" (many blessings.) One can readily feel here die Semitic 
and Biblical association of our ancient neighbors. Everything here appears 
to be historical, even the carriage in which we were seated had its honorable 
record, for Ibrahim, our Arab coachman and "turj'man" (Dragoman), was 
proud dt the fact that he conveyed in the same carriage to the same odony 
the late Zionist leader, Theodor Herzl. 

We passed a numlwr of watah-towers on the way. These towers were 
built in i860 to guard the route to Jerusalem. At present they have no gat^ 
rison, and like everything else here, they stand as tombstones on the graves 
of historic incidents. 

The village of Yazur, standing amidst green gardens, and the town 
"Weli-Iman-Ali" with its numerous domes, were pointed out to us by 
Ibrahim. The mud village Shakiyah surrounded by olive trees and the an- 
cient town of Beit Dejan,* was shown to us on the left side of the road- 
way. The latter town is surrounded by rainponds within mud banks 
around which are numerous palm trees, orchards and gardens. 

The natives appear to have learned the buildii^f of mud houses from 
tbeir Hebrew neighbors of ancient times. These mud houses were mostly 
built in the "Sharon"(all the land that borders the sea) and the "Sbephelah" 
(the land above the Sharon towards the inland) because no stones suitable 
for building purposes were to be found in these districts. The inhabitants 

•Beth DacoB in Hebnw, where tiM holr atk waa captnred by the PbllliUii«a(J»ah. zT:tt 
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of these tnud-viUtges foond their grkVes toder tbcsd bouses when a suddcd 
heavy rain attacked their dwellii^s at night.' (Note 7,). 

As all over in Palestine, one cannot travel very far without seeing 
ruins of cities, oi wells, of terraced, of ancient shafts, etc., that bespeak the 
glory of the past The district ndiere "Rishtm" is situated belongs to what 
is known inl the BiUe as "Shq>helab'' (lowland). It is about two hundred 
and fifty feet above the sea level 

This district, because of its fertility," was thickly populated in ancient 
times, the valleys waved with com and the hillsides were covered with olive 
trees. The Palestine Exploration Fund found as many as three ancient sites 
of cities within two square miles. Today it is but sparsely inhabited. Ri- 
shon is situated about five and a half miles from Jaffa and two and a half 
miles from the sea. From some distance Rishon le Zion can be recognized 
at the south side of the main road by its numerous vineyards, its picturesque 
fields, modem structures and its numerous shady trees. 

The approach to the cdony is made through a long straight driveway 
on each side of which are rows of trees. An opening throu^ a white stone 
fence marks the entrance to the Colony. We were met by many children 
and we were greeted with as many "Shaloms" on the way to Hotel Belkind, 
for it was noontime and the pupils were hurrying home for their midday 
meal. It was indeed, gratifying to observe with what respect these young 
Judeans treated us foreigners. Hospitality to strangers is a typical Jewish 
virtue, and in no place is the practice more exhibited than in the Jewish 
Land. Here is a lesson that our American children may learn from their 
Palestinian brethren. 

Rishon le-Zion b practically cme large vineyard throi^ which' mn ave>- 
nues crossing each other at ri|^t an^es. At each side of these thorough- 
fares are modern st<Mie stmctures surrounded by green lawns, gardens, or- 
chards and numerous eucalyptus and castor oil trees.* 

As in most Palestinian towns, the streets are not level, for it i» a moun- 
tainous country, and the white two-story stone houses with the red roofs 
peeping through the green foliage up the hills appear very picturesque when 
observed from a lower level. 



'Jer Xom>. »;S; alM Plryot l 
Mge) tb« High Priest tl lUtod t 
hon*M (Mcome tta«lT gravMt" 

•It iB tbe richest reglan la tbe land. It was known for tbe laiurtaus ollTea. actelai 
•nd gnilD flelds (1 Cbton. xxtII, IS). Tbe terabiotb (Hebrew, Alah) are bi yet the beat li 

PilVBCIIIO. 

■ It la probably tbe orlglDal ot Jonab'a Bonrd— "Elkayoa de Tonah"). 
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Ib (be centoe of the main street is a spacious two-story sdioothoos^ 
which is Aorot^ihly modern and sanitary. This school has a daily attend* 
ance of one hundred and fifty well disdj^ned children, boys and girls, onder 
the guidance otf fire aide teachers. The program is so arranged that each 
child reccires a Jewish national and secular education after the coi^letioo 
of a six years' course.'" 

It is an elementary and granunar school. The Bible, Biblical and Post 
BiUical History, with 4e geogra^ty of Palestine, are the most inqrartant 
subjects. The others are arithmetic, Hebrew grammar, literature, drawii^, 
elementary physics, physiolc^, music, botany and gymnastics. Among the 
languages may be menticmed Arabic and French. All these subjects are 
taught in Hebrew. The children appear well-fed, healthy and robust, pos- 
sess an athletic bearing and a haf^y temperament. One derives intense 
pleasure watching these young, erect, thoroughly emancipated Palestinians 
conversing in the toi^:ue of Moses and Isaiah, which sounds like music to 
one's ear. One thing, however, may be said in the way of criticism of their 
system of education, namely: There is an artificial air about the school, and 
an excess of formalities which should find no ^Aa.ce in a Jewish house of 
learning. If the teachers would only Icam to be a litUe less formal, and 
more democratic — take off their white gloves — and stop imitating Germany 
and Switzerland, I believe? the Rishon school would be a model. The New 
Judaian, if it stands for anything, must be thoroughly democratic in its 
principles, and must turn to Jewish sources for guidance in matters of con- 
duct as well as of morality. We may )eam from other people, but we must 
not imitate them. 

The "Pardes Hamoshabah" or public park, is the pride of the cokmy. 
It contains about six thousand tropical trees, ethrogim (large citrons), figs, 
olives and almond trees. Amcuig flowers should be mentioned wall flowers, 
pansies, irses, lilies, sweet smelling myrrh and the fleur-de-lis, beauti" 
fully arranged in an artistic manner. 

It is the recreation centre of the Colony ; the air here is refreshii^ and 
invigorating, and the large coIlectitMi of fragrant flowers that adorn these 
grounds keeps the atmosphere saturated with the sweetest perfume. Dur- 
ing the hot summer months one finds perfect shdter and comfort in the 
broad boulevard that cuts through tkt palm garden, for, the two rows of 
trees at the sides of this magnificent avenue approach each other at the top 
to fotm a roof for protection against the sun. Qose to the entrance is a 

« Th» lUnnd Torah, or tlw pamta tbtuMlTWt attMd M tbdr nUflou Mttcatlra. 
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large reservcnr which furnishes ample irrigation to this pleasure resort and 

sends throufi^ underground tubes a sufficient supfdy of water to all the 
houses of the Colony — several such wells are provided. 

Nearby is the famous wine cellar built by Baron Edmund de Rothschild 
at a cost of one and a half million f res. ($300,000.00) . It is said to be one 
of the largest wine cellars in the world, and is fitted up with the most costly 
machinery for the manufacture and preservation of wine. It bas' also a 
large workshop for the maldi^ of wooden vessels used for the exporting of 
wines ando^nacs. 

Most of the colonists that are engaged in wine culture send their grapes 
to this cdlar. There are about 258 families residing in various colonies that 
bring their grapes to the wine cellar : 

Rechoboth, 90 ; RJshon, 83 ; Zichron Jacob, 57 ; Petach Tikva, 7 ; Katra, 
16 ; Neis Ziyonah, 5 ; total. 35S. 

They are co-operated under the name Agudath Hakormim (wine grow- 
ers* syndicate)." 

The "Ika" has lately installed two presses, one in "Petach Tikvah," the 
other in "Rechoboth," to save the expense oi carrying the grapes to Ri^on, 
but after they are pressed, they send the gT^»e juice to Rishon in large ves- 
sels to be turned into wine. 

Formerly the wine industry was in the hands of the "Ika" administra- 
tion, to whom colonists sold their grapes, and when some years ago, 
the managers of the Ika noticed that the vineyards produced more gtapes 
than the market required, and that the natural yearly increase was out of 
proportion to the demand, they ordered that each' ccdonist tear out a certain 
proportion of his grape vines and plant in their stead other fruit that can 
find a ready market, such as oranges, citrons, almonds, figs, nuts, apples, etc. 

But now the wine industry is the direct concern of the colonists, con- 
ducted on a co-operative basis, under the able supervisioi^ of Wolf Quskin. 
The vine growers syndicate represents practically all the colonists in Pales- 
tine that are engaged in the cultivation of the vine. The wines and cognacs 
are exported to almost all countries, and the demand for Rishon wine is 
becoming greater every year. In the Orient the "Carmel Oriental Com- 
pany*' has a monopoly of the wines, and in America and Europe the "Carmel 
Wine Company" are the sole agents ofl the Rishon wines and cognacs. The 
Rishon wine is the largest industry in Palestine and one of the largest in 
the Orient. About one hundred employees find steady* occupation there and 

■■ SmlUuakj, In '■HubUoteb," Vol. 2a, 540. Bantlal, lb. Vol. ST, eSiSTtL 
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H is estimated that about five thousand souls derive a livelihood frcHii this 
commodity. 

Vine culture is the chief culture of the Colony. (5000 D. land is 
planted with grapes.) Most of the grapes planted have been imported 
from America and grafted with French varieties to protect them from the 
scourge of the Phylloxera. The grapes in 1908 are estimated to have ma- 
terialized as much as 183,126 frcs. ($36,625.00), of which one-half is profit. 
"Rishon" by itself has produced more than 400,000 gallons of wine in one 
year besides large quantities of cc^ac and brandy. 

Other products cultivated with great success are almonds. (1000 D. 
is planted with this article.) Thir^ hectars of almonds have yielded a 
profit of $1600.00. This result is very encouraging and in a few years the 
co\ony will have two hundred hectars of almonds for the market. The 
result of the orange and olive culture is also satisfactory. (Only 100 D. 
land is cultivated with olives. 

Over twenty thousand mulberry trees have been planted in Rishon for 
silk-worm culture, but for some reason the manufacture of silk has not 
been encouraging. Other products cultivated with marked success are 
ethrc^im (large citrons), pomegranates, apples, bananas (called there Eve's 
figs because of their large leaves) and other fruits thrive excellently in this 
settlement. 

One colonist has successfully cultivated the geranium rose, from which 
a costly oil is produced, and he secured proper machinery to distill it, but 
the market is too fluctuating at present to encourage the engaging in such 
operations on a large scale. Cereals are but little grown in this colony, as 
the land is not suitable for that purpose. 

The net profit from all these products, generally speaking, is satisfac- 
tory and creditable to the colonists. One who visits here and sees these 
wcmderful results agrees with Herr Aronson, the famous Palestinian agri- 
cultural expert, that the Jew makes an excellent gardener and i^anter, sur- 
passii^ the fruit growers of other countries in skill, intellignce and industry, 
and that the coast line of Palestine is as well suited for such culture as die 
best fruit growing district of California. 

The number of Arab laborers is gradually diminishing and a Jewish 
peasantry is being formed. The colonists have learned by experience that 
tlie land will only yield a living if worked conscientiously, and that they 
must rdy on their own resources if they are to attain success (this, of 
coarse, apfdies to all the cokmies). 
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The indebtedfMsi of the ot^oiiy to Baraa Roduchild is bein^ snuJuallr 
liquidated. A deputation of colonists visited Paris and handed to Baron 
Edmund a d»que for 400,000 frcs. ($80^000.00), the first instalment on 
tfieir debt for the cellar. When the Baron handed over the celUn td 
Rishon and Zichnm he added ifioojooo free. ($3«vx>o.oo) for a worldnf 
capital, and their debt due to him was ifloofioo fret. ($400,oooxK>). 

We found while visiting the Beth Am (Town Hall) the secreUTY of 
the Vaad (Town Cbunci!) Jacob Freinua (a son of 3 pioneer colonist) 
engaged in drawing deeds in the Hebrew language, he being assisted by 
anodier man named S. P. Rosen, who has demonstrated fine draftsmanship 
in drawing the lots which indicated the rights of ownership to the prt^r- 
ties of many colonists. 

In this building is the seat of the Town Council. He Vaad Hamoshabah 
is elected annually during the Succoth (Tabernacles) festival, the great fes- 
tival which occurs when the colonists have gathered in the fruits of thar 
year's labors and the coltmy is provided with alt the necessities of life for 
the year." 

The Town Council consists of seven (Shibah Tubei Ha'ir).'» These 
elect from among themselves a president (Rosh Hava'ad), a secretary 
(Mazkir) and a treasurer (IGizbar). The internal affairs of the commu- 
nity are administered by these seven, who constitute themselves into 
committees — sanitary, cultural ,government (who treat with the Turkish 
government) and arbitration — and these with the president at their 
head as ex-ofEcio, are in supreme control of the colony, their decision 
is final. Very seldom are appeals made to the Turkish Law; 
either the Rabbi administers the Jewish law or the Arbitration Commit- 
tee settles all disputes, and I was informed on reliable authority that 
there was never any serious disagreement that could not be adjusted 
right in the colony.''* 

The Turkish government has no official ther^ and as long as the Osher 
(tithe) is collected, the colony enjoys local autonomy. The colony owns a 
beautiful synagogue near which is the Talmud Torah, where Talmud 
(among many other subjects) is taught,'" a hospital well 

"AU nula and fatnftlc rwldeDta who hare nacbed tha ags at twantr aban •qoaUj In tba 
■■Dual elsctktn of t» "Vaad." 

" Tb* T«wm Council (Va'ad Hanoahabob) Ib not onlr naiMCted br Ita own conaliLuoota, 
bnt la alao rocosDlaod br the Araba, who depend npon their declalan tn aU mattera of bnalDsia 

"A dlatrlct Va'ad, oonpoaed «f delexatea from tba ronncUii of tbe Tarioa* cololilea. vltli 
k«adiiiiarter« «t Htfhon-le-Zlan, attenda to raneral nuttera in which all Uia colanlata ar« 
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equipped to accommodate many patients (also aaed by the 
neigtiborii^ odoniBta), a pablic bath, a free loan associatioii, « putHw 
•diool,'* a kindcT^arten and a library. There are also iltterary societiei 
v^Kue purpose U to give public lectures at the Beth Am, and a Talmudie 
Circle, the members of which study Talmud every day at the synagc^ue ; a 
town band which discourses sweet music, a volunteer fire company, a medi- 
cal clinic and an apothecary. 

Each colonist possesses a modem stone house surrounded by lawns and 
plenty of shade trees. At the back of each homestead are viaeyards, or- 
chards and vegetable gardens, as well as sheds and bams for the accommoda- 
tion of horses, cows, wagons, poultry, and for storing away feed, fniit, and 
farming imideinents. These homesteads are kept in an orderly and auutaiy 
condition." 

One of the most strikii^ facts that appeals to the tourist is the new 
Hdirew spirit that prevails here. It is remarkable how the Hebrew lan- 
guage has been made flexible, productive and adaptable to modem condi- 
tions by these young Judeans. A little tot of three made me and my com- 
panions blush while at the house of Herr H . One of our company, 

being desirous of satisfying the curiosity of hearing Hebrew spoken by a 
child, ajfad a girl of seven in Hebrew, "What is your name?" and in hia 
haste used the second person masculine to her (Ma Shroecho, instead of 
Ma Shmeich). Her younger sister, a child of three, playing around the 
roqm with a doll, overheard the question ran to her father and whispered 
in his ear, "Are these men Jews? They speak Hebrew as badly 
as Ibrahim (the Arab guide)." The poor child could not see how it 
was possible for a Jew not to speak Hebrew ! She was ignorant of the 
fact that she was "knocking" at American Zionists, Presidents of Syna- 
gogues and Directors of American Talmud Torahs. In no other place 
is the genuine Hebrew spirit manifested as in Rishon. The young ge- 
neration will not talk anything else but Hebrew, and when one visits 
a school, unless he speaks Hebrew well, he feels like the emigrant 
mother who comes to the American school room with a grievance and 
talks in broken English in the presence of the class. 

Though many of the younger generation are con^telled to leave the 
colony because the land owned by their parents is not sufficient to provide 

VoM, _ _ _ _ 

idmlBlMial«r of tk» Cannri Wliw STiidlcato. 
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a livelihood for dw entire family when grown up, yet the cdony is groinng 
in every respect From a handful of colonists in 1883 it increased to four 
hundred and iifty inhabitants in 1888, and six years later to five hundred 
and thirty-one. At present the population is about one thousand, divided 
into two hundred families, among whom are 470 land owners ; the rest are 
residents who earn their living as employees, mechanics, merchants, teach- 
ers, officials, or who have independent means. 

The land area has increased from 7,oc» D. to over 15,000 D., and the 
buildings number 126, of which 90 are private dweUings, and 136 public 
buildings.*' 

Rishon I'Zion some years' ago was raised to the status of a "Beled" 
(township), the Turkish Government doing this on the recommendation 
of the Pasha of Jerusalem.'* 

For the first city-Mayor was elected Mar Liefaman and for Vice-Mayor 
Mar Mayerowitz. The government at the same time gave the new munio 
ipality permission to plant; trees on the sand dunes towards the sea to pre- 
vent the sand from covering the colony,'" 

The anti-Jewish outbreaks in Russia in the early dghties of the last 
century broti^t many Jews to Palestine to locrfc for their salvation in the 
land of their fathers. During the summer of 1883 several thousands of 
these refugees came to Jaffa, most of whom intended to establish themselves 
in Palestine as formers. Though the greater number of these were poor 
victims of pogroms, still there were among them some who were financially 
prepared to engage in agriculture. A group of these emigrants organized 
themselves into a society bearing the Hebrew name "Va'ad Haluzei Yesod 
Hama'alah."2> 

The leaders of this group were Solomon David Levontin, present Direc- 
tor of the Anglo Palestine Bank, and Joseph Feinbeig. The former be- 
came the advisor and the guiding spirit in the new col<Miy. He was also 
instrumental in persuading his wealthy uncle, Hirsh Levontin, of Nicolaief, 
to join the group of Rishon, eventually purchasing a large tract of land 

■•Banllal, ■■Baihlloili," Vol. 27, p. STS; Lnacb Em Tiirtel, 1912. 

■•Tlie Ouom*D l«ir la: "Anj tUUx* that baa flftr famUIea. natiTea or iiatnraUicd dU- 
MnB. mar bocoma a Beled." "Ajan Kara" (or BUhoD) not harlnc flftr OttoDiaa famUlea, 
tb* aelghborlDg eelonr of Nela-Zlonab, and the little coloDr of Bear Jacob were added. Beer 
Jacob waa foanded la 1908, Itt the nelcbborhood of Klahon, br the HoTerel Zlan at RDaala. 
for tbe QmilDlan Jewa, and waa lUDUd "Beer Jacob," Id hoDor of Ribbl Jacob, of Boehara. 
Tkeiv are aboat twoitf famlllea, paaaeBalog 2,040 D. land. Hoit of tbem are alao vork- 
niK Iq other colonlea. 

■• Ha-Poel ha-Za'lr, 1K2. Ho. 4 

■■ The hoaormrr chalrmaD was BaTlm Amaalar, Brtilab Vice Conaal, one of tbe few 
"— •- — ■'- ' " "-■ ■'— - — ■■- "Boi a deep Intareat In Jawlah eolonUatloa. The land 

„ DOnnC IB BIT — '■ .. . ~ .-.._... 

Jewa pasBeaalnK land Ii 



a* boncht In Ua name, aa tha Tnrfclab Qo*« 

1 In FaleMlM. 
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in the settlement Joseph Feinberg was a man of West European cultm«, 
a fonner student of chemistry at the University of Munich, a talented 
speaker and possessed a magnetic personality.** 

This group secured a tract of 3,336 D. land (a dunam is 920 meters or 
1133J4 square yards, 4J4 dunam make one acre), at Ajun Kara, situated 
two hours' walk from Jaffa and half an hour from the sea, for .which they 
paid the sum of 42,900 frcs. ($8,580). 

On the ninth of Ab title to the land was secured and six days later 
eleven members of the group left Jaffa to take possession of their colony. 
There were indeed a few things in favor of the site chosen. It was very 
close to Jaff'a and the sea, adaptable to viticulture, and it contained quar - 
ries of stone suitable for building purposes. But the soil was abscdgtely 
useless for agriculture. 

The entire assets of Ajun Kara were one sycamore tree on a high hill, 
and its large shady branches served the few settlers as a shelter from the sun. 

Tradition had it that on the summit of the hill where the old sycamore 
was located, bcmfires were built in ancient times to signal the birth of the 
New Moon. As-to the origin of this mysterious tree, there has been much 
speculation 1x1 the part of Arabs and Jews alike. Suffice it to say that un- 
der this tree religious services for some time were held in the early days 
of the colony, and the historic value of this place influenced them to adopt 
it as the vill^e grave yard, where rest the remains of many pioneers, whose 
heroism will serve as an example of self-sacrifice and noble deeds to future 
generations. 

Soon after their arrival they set to work tearing out the wild weeds, 
"Hilpah,"** to clear away stones, to build roads and to dig a wdl. 

The Templars of the German colony Sharona advised them that the best 
position for a welt was in the uppermost part of the cdony. Their object 
was presumaUy to get sufficient water pressure so that when the houses 
would be erected at a lower level they would be supplied with water in 
their houses by means of tubes, thereby saving trouble and inconvenience 
of carrying water. The young settlers dug into the hill about 28 meters 
deep, and seeii^ no water forthcoming, they gave up that position and be- 
gan digging at a lower level, but they met with no better results in their 
new place. Here, after the well was ready, the twenty meter stone walls 
collapsed and closed up the well. This last failure disheartened them very 

■■•racl Belklnd, In "The Day." of Bapt. 90. 1010. 
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much. They were obliged to cany water in bands from the village Beth 
Hagoa, an hour's distance, or from Mtkveh Israel, and by the time it reached 
Rishon thewater splashed out on the way, and the Uttle that was left was 
warm and not fit to drink. The food also was of a poor quality, such as 
they were not accustomed to eat, and many a day they lived on "Battich" 
(watennelon) . After a hard day's work under the tropical sun, they were 
disturbed at night, for they had no houses where ^y could find shelter 
from the cold air of the ni^t ;md protecticm from the wild beasts and sav- 
age tribes. They found themselves in the position of Jacob of old, who 
said : "Thus I was, in the day the drought consumed me and the frost by 
night and my sleep departed from mine eyes."" (Note 6.). 

l^ike their ancestors, in th« desert, they found themselves with no 
bread to sustain them and no water to quench their thirst, but here the 
"Manna" was not forthcoming. All their enthusiasm, energy and phys- 
ical strength were well-nigh eidiausted, and their condition became precari- 
ous. Some determined to leave the place. Alt b^an to realize that to 
omtinue further was inqiossibte. Th^ were ready to make sacriiices in 
order to serve as an exai^e to their brethren abroad, but starvatimi would 
not be an encour^ng exan:^>le. They viewed th«r failure not as a per- 
sonal matter, but as a national calamity, as their failure might retard the 
national movement indefinitely. 

From such a point of view they issued an appeal to the Jews of Eu- 
rope. They addressed themselves to the natumal instincts of their people, 
making a frank statement of conditions of affairs that confronted them, 
but it was almost like "a voice in the wilderness," The assistance received 
was 351 roubles (about $175.50) from Russia, collected through the Russo- 
Jewisb paper Woschod, and 1,500 frcs. ($300) from other parts of Europe, 
a sum hardly sufficient to pay the debts they had already contracted for 
tlie necessities of life. They then sent Joseph Feinberg'to solicit the sym- 
pathy of influential people in their behalf, but this solicitor met with little 
success. He came to Paris with the idea of interesting the Alliance Israel- 
ite Universelle, the only Jewish organization in those days that ccmcemed 
itself with Jewish philanthropic work, independent of state or territory, but 
be was recdved very coldly. He was on the point of givii^ up all hope 
of success in his mission, the failure of which would in all probabilities 
have meant not only a death-blow to the few men that were already set- 
tled in Palestine, but a set-back to the entire movement of colonization. 

But here the angd of salvation appeared in the form of Baron Ed- 
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mend de Rodisdiild, since known as the "Nadib Hayadua," the renowned 
pWIanthropist** The attention of Rothschild was attracted to the lamenta- 
ble Condition of the settlers t^ die Ute Rabbi Samuel Mohilever, who, wi^ 
the help of Grand Rabbin Zadcc Kahn, Isidor Loeb and Michael Erlanger, 
stKceeded in winning the Baron's interest to die cotonitatton scheme in 
Pklestiae. Erlanger, in his ci^MCity of private secretary to the Baron, 
was ordered to dispatch 30,000 frcs. ($6,000) for immediate assistance. 
The money was entrusted to Captain Hirsb, tiien director of the Mikveb 
Israel Scho(d. He was requested to act as supervisor of the new settle- 
ment and to exercise his discretion in the distribution of the money as well 
as in the management of the colcmy. Since that time Rishon entered upon 
a new era. The work on the well, that for lack of funds had not been 
finished, was resumed, and now at a depth of 45 meters water was discov- 
ered. It was just before the Passover of the year 1883 when the well was 
finished, and the holiday was a double one and was celebrated with great 
rejoicing. 

After Passover (1883) streets were laid out, and work begun on the 
buildii^ of houses, a synagogue and a Talmud Torah. Rishon then entered 
upon a communal life.^ 

For some time things passed on smoothly ; fourteen more families were 
added to th«r number and ei^t persons of the Btlu society, who were work- 
ii^ at Mikveh Israel, made their homes here.'* 

But SOCHI dissatisfaction arose and quarrels broke .out, the factitmaf 
strife became acute, threatening disruption of the colony as well as the 
loss of interest on the part of ^e Baron in the movement. The cause of 
the trouble was due to misunderstanding and lack of confidence between 
the colonists and the administrati<m.*'' 

As stated above, the management of the colony was vested in Hirsh^ 
of Mikveh Israel He being occupied with the direction of his own school 
chose one of the teachers to manage affairs in Rishon, with headquarters at 
Mikveh. This new head (Monsieur'Digur) was not a Jew himsdf. He 

not known, b 

" HuiU I. 140, and Lnach Achluaf, ISM, p. in. 

' Id tbmt very rear Cbarlee Natter arrlred at Mikveh larael, and be waa tmnniMd 
wltb the nnClrlDg ^ona, the aval and behiTlor et On Tonng Su«aUtt stadent*. a* rec- 
ommraded ttielr nmoval ta Blabon I'Zlon, aod for tboaa laft in the asrlcnltntal ■chtfol h* 
waa pUDDlu to batid bonsea at Ulkveh larael, but nnfortunaMr be took aM Urn UJ* 
after hla arrival (on Yom Klppur) and died nine daji afterwarda. lOchaal Drlannr lant 
N«tter*t letter to B«roQ Rotbicblld, wbo iMued orden to trauapart tbem to RlaboB I'&oB. 

"At Srat Joaeph Felnbecr was the repretantatlTe of BotbicbUd In the colony, but 
bdnt one of tbelr own, tbeji did not r«tpect lila orders, ind ha iMl<B«d tnm th» iun> 
axement. 
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did not know the Russian Jew, nor was be al:4e to enter into his psychology 
or api»«ciate his national sentiment To him it was a philanthropic enter- 
prise, pure and simple, on the part of Rothschild, — to keep poor Jews fromi 
starvation. The beneficiaries, in his opinion, were not to be consulted in 
the management o>f the colc«iy. The colonists, on the other hand, expected 
the money as a loan on their property to pay off at certain intervals ; they 
did not expect charity. They were an independent people, and as victims 
of persecutitm, in an autocratic country, they hated rulers, and were dis- 
mayed to find that they had to pay for the assistance they received with 
their independence, a price which they regarded as too high. They felt that 
they ceased to be the owners of the land they had purchased and that they 
were reduced to the dqwndent position of farm hands. They had hereto- 
fore held that they were not only accountaUe to themselves for their acts, 
but they were equally responsible to their brethren abroad. Now they 
found themselves deprived of their liberty, the very reasc»i for coming to 
Palestine." 

All the activities of Rishon were now dependent entirely upon orders 
from Mikveh. The cokinists were not at liberty to take any initiative what- 
soever in the management of their pn^rty. The result was that matters 
were neglected, the orders of Mikveh arrived late, the seeds came not in 
time, the shipping of agricuhural implements was delayed, and for all these 
the blame was shifted on the settlers. 

This new autocracy irritated the Rishonites very much and they raised 
a protest to the administration, but it was of no avail. Israel Belkind, a 
student and member of the Bilu organization, had in a letter to Paris set 
forth the grievances and the indignation of his fellow ccdonists against the 
administration. This letter' was sent back from Paris to Captain Hirsh, 
who came early one morning to the colony very much enr^ed, branding 
them with the stigma of "Mendicants" (beggars). He then threatened to 
withdraw all support unless young Belkind was expelled from the colony. 
This the Rishonites promptly refused to do. Some colonists wanted to 
make an end to all this strife and humiliation by leaving the colony, while 
others advised patience. Belkind, however, left the colony of his own ac- 
OM-d, as he did not desire that all should suffer on his' account. 



lAboat tbli time UodbIcot V«iuI«iiI. the iwnoiial rapraMiitattn of Bsnn d* BIrack, 
TMted the colon]'. To h del<«aitloo of eolonlits who cama to aolldt the tatereM of Ui* 
Baron in Pdratlne colonlwtlon be remarked: "Boon Iflcbaal Brlanger will be hen, and 
I feel MTtalB he will contlnae tba work he began In the eoloniea. Bat In caae he doe* not, 
I wUl take ap that work for Bano de Einb." Brlanger aoon arrlred from Fart*, and 
•nnoBiKed that Bam Edmoad IntMdi to look out for tba vsUare at the eolonr. 
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This act, however, did not pacify the Rishonites. They censured 
Hirsh for causing all Ms dbturbance and demanded the withdrawal of 
Digur. In vain did Mr. Ertanger plead with them, and ineffectual was the 
a{^eal of Hetr Zemel, of Berlin ; nothing could change their determination. 
Thty decided not to let him enter the colony. Hirsh finally omceded the 
demand of the col(»iists and placed another teacher of his school, Joshua 
Osovesky, a young Russian Jew, an ex-comrade of the Bilu, as director, 
His headquarters were in Rishon. For some time, things passed quietly; 
the Rishonites, who were opposed to wine culture as the main product of 
the colony, were finally converted to his views. They were given to imder- 
stand that their land was not adaptable for wheat culture. He gave each 
one the privilege of attending to his own bujring and promised to [>ay well 
for the wine and products. He secured title to 3,000 D. of additional land 
in the neighboring village, "Ein," and sold it to new arrivals from Rus- 
sia on the installment plan. The wineyards and the gardens soon 
attracted Jewish pilgrims to Rishon le Zion. **■ " 

With the growth of the vineyards, it became important to cwistnict 
a modem wine cellar, and this was quickly provided for the orfcmy by the 
"Baron" who established in Rish<Hi one of the finest cellars in the world. 
But soon conditions in Rishon became turbulent again. Joshua 
Osovesky was accused by some of showing favoritism and of unfair 
methods in conducting the affairs of the settlement His opponents 
organized themselves into a society which they named "Rodef Shalom" 
(followers of peace) ; his friends then constituted themselves into a 
society styled "Agudath Achim" (United Brotherhood). The main 
grievance of the opponents was that they were deprived of the privilege 
of local government 

■ The condition of affairs was still more aggravated by the presence 
in the colony of a 3cor,e or more of day laborers recently arrived from 
Russia, most of whom were students at home of strong revolutionary 
tendencies. They were organized under the name of "Agudath Hapo- 
alim" (United Workingmen). This new organization sided with the 
opponents of Osov^aky. The latter as a punishment refused work to 
these men, and Hirsh, the Director-in-chief, ordered their expulsion on 
the ground that they were a menace to the welfare of the colony. In 



u Among tbta* riilton wai the pact Naphtall Hera tmbcr (1SG0) who ■ojoanied In P«l- 
rUne isTend jMra, moit of the time be lived with ttie BiiBllib dlpIoniRt, I^oieiice Ollphant, 
1 Kt. Carmel, near Half*. The belt of his nattoiul eonn. iDcludinc "Batlkvab," irere 
Tftteu In Bithon rzion. Hli peemi were efterwardi pabliabed In book farm ander the 
une of "Barfcal" In Jernaalem. (Iioaeh Acblaaaf, ISSft SIT.) 
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uiBwer to this ordei' the eppoBition provided a free kitchen for these 
young laborers. This act inflamed the director intensely and he ordered 
a battalion of soldiers to oust them. The opposition and the day labor- 
ers fought against the militia and did not permit them nor the Director 
to enter their grounds. Baron Rothschild himself, when he visited 
Rishon at that time, was not able to reconcile these factions. Finally, 
Osovesky was obliged to resign hts directorship. 

M. A. Bloch was next placed as the head of the colony. At first 
they thou^t they had gained a point, but they soon discovered that 
they were sadly mistaken. As soon as the new Director arrived he called 
together the colonists and urged them to agree to the following con- 
ditions. First, the colonists should relinquish all rights as owners of 
property ; that they convey the property to the management as security 
for the money they were getting; that from now on, the colonists were 
mere laborers and must obey the orders of the administration or leave 
the place. Second, that no one be allowed to admit strangers to his 
house without the permission of the administration. Third, that no resi- 
dents of Rishon have the right to join organizations. As might be 
expected, the colonists flatly refused to put their signatures to such 
conditions. The new chief immediately withdrew all financial assist- 
ance and the colonists and families were in great distress. The year 
1887 witnessed the gloomiest days in the history of the colony. They 
were literally on the verge of starvation, but would not submit to the 
request of the new director. They applied for assistance in Europe, 
but they met with rebuke all over. Dr. L^on Pinsker, in a letter, 
strongly urged upon them to accept the demands of the administration, 
for their stubbornness not only did injury to themselves but was also 
harmful to the entire Zionist movement, as the Baron would lose interest 
in Palestine and the colonization in general would suffer on account of 
their rebellious action. After months of intense suffering, deprivation 
and universal condemnation, they finally yielded to the prescribed con- 
ditions, thereby acknowledging the authority of the administration. 

All factional fights ceased and the colonists realized once for all 
that there were only two ways open for them, either to otney or to quit. 
To obey was the decision. Thirteen yeats afterward the man^ement 
of the colony was transferred to the "Ika." The manner of the "Ika" 
administration is so well known that it is hardly necessary to repeat 
it here. 
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A GHOUP OF AMERICAN ZIONISTS IN THE SHADOW OF THE 
PYRAMID OF GHIZBH AND THE SPHINX, CMRO 

(See Page 16) 



AQROUP-ai'-AllffeRlCAN ZIONISTS -AT THE BANK OF THE NILE. 
THE ISLAND OF RODA IS SEEN IN THE DISTANCE 

(See Page IS) 
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RBMOVINQ WITHERED BRANCHES FROM THE VINTARD. 



TO THE THREJSHING FLOOR 
"And the threshing floors Khali be full of wheat and the v 
with wine and oil." (Joel 11:24-). 
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Visiting this place when the working hours are over, one can easily 
mistake it for a suburb of a large European city. From ev^ry house 
the sound of a piano is audible, the girls and women are dressed in fash- 
ion, and the men cannot be mistaken for tillers of the soil. 

The health condition of the colony is excellent. The proximity to the 
sea furnishes the colony with a refreshing sea breeze, ^nd the ample vege- 
tation makes Rishon a delightful place of residence and the foremost col- 
ony in Palestine ; — an everlasting monument to the following gentlemen : — 
>Iirsh Levontin, Solomon David Levontin, Hankin, Frieman, Eisenband, 
Eisman, Abramowitz, J. Feinberg, Israel Feinberg and Herbert, pioneer 
idealists and founders, and last but not least, to that munificent Jew, Baron 
Edmond de Rothschild, who has brought nearer the realization of the 
prophecy of Amos : 

"And I will bring again the captivity of my people Israel, 
And they shall build the waste cities and inhabit them, 
And they shall plant vineyards and drink the wine thereof, 
They shall also make gardens and eat the fruit of them.'* 



-c by Google 



CHAPTER IX. 
"■ THE TWIN COLONY 

At three o'clock in the afternoon we bade "Shalom" to Rishon 1' Zion 
and continued our journey in a southeasterly direction to the little twin col- 
ony, "Vadi el-Hanin" (Vall^ of the Lilies) or "Nes Ziyyonah" (Flag of 
■ Zion.) The land appeared to be in a fairly cultivated condition. Notwith- 
standing the hot dry season, verdant fields were seen in every direction. 
Here and there large patches, containing reaped barley and wheat piled up 
in sheaves, were visible, waving fields of millet and sesame (from the last an 
oil is produced) were noticed along the road; also large fields of lentils, 
called in Arabic "Adas," evidently esteemed by native peasants and regard- 
ed as a nourishii^ food.' 

Pasture land containing flocks of cattle in care of shepherds armed 
with guns and often mounted on horses and donkeys was a frequent sight 
But no farm-houses were in view, and indeed one is surprised at the ab- 
sence of scattered farm-life in Palestine. The native fellahin, like the Jew- 
ish colonists, s^egate themselves into villages. 

The cause of this antagonism to rural life is due to the fact that the 
country is not secure enot^h to encourage the life of isolated farming. The 
modem Nomads, the Bedouins, have for hundreds of years been hostile to 
the native Arab population (Hadari) and kept them in constant fear of rob- 
beries and night attacks. It frequently required the utmost efforts of the 
government to protect them. The Bedouins,' children of the desert, 
are said to be of pure Arab blood and are the descendants of the semi-sav- 
age Nomads who have inhabited Arabia from time immemorial. They are 
divided into two branches, those .that migrate in the winter towards central 
Arabia, and those that remain permanently in Syria. The first 
are the most powerful tribe of the Bedouins. Every tribe is presided over 
by a Shdkh. War occuiaes much of the time of these tribes, the occasion 
being quarrels about pasture or wells. Complication often arises through 
the law of retaliation which is in practice among them. They possess im- 

' It la Um uiM am Hebnw "Adublm." whleb Sun boaBbt with hta blrthrlgbtftSea. 
■In Hebrew Eedir. named after the lecoDd san of Iihmael (Oao. txr:Ui, 
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mense herds of sheep and camels, but have no inclination to farming. Their 
food consists chiefly of bread and milk. They have made very little pro- 
gress in the past thousands of years. Their mode of life is the same, their 
customs are identical with those of their ancestors of thousands of years 
i^, and their dwellings consist today, as in the days of Solomon, of por- 
taUe tents, the material being of close texture and waterproof, made of 
black goat hair, woven by the Bedouin women.' 

The Bedouins are tall and well built, having a bronze complexion, 
jet black hair, a slight beard and black, piercing and restless eyes. They 
are dressed in white or blue cotton shirts open in front down to the 
waist, and a leather girdle around the waist adorned with 
amulets and shells. Neither sex wears trousers. On the 
head they wear a gay cotton kerchief bound around the head with a thick 
cord of camel's hair, "Kephiyah." Part of the head-cloth hangs loosely 
over the back of the head and neck as a protection from the sun. They 
seldom wear shoes. Such are the people that roam the mountains and 
valleys of ancient Judea. The tourist, however, finds the intruders 
harmless, and their nomadic life of peculiar interest. 

Our little party, inspired with the general conditions of this dis- ' 
trict, sang Jewish airs all along the way. Even Ibrahim, the Arab 
coachman, appeared to have b«en pleased, for in the highest pitch of his 
tremulous voice he participated in the chorus when it came to the 
stanza "Od lo ab'da likvatenu." He was so much absorbed in the Jew- 
ish optional songs that he would almost have passed the Twin Colony 
if it had no: been for the puffing of a little gasoline engine on the way- 
side near Nes Ziyyonah, Uiat brought his horses to a sudden halt,* In 
vain shouted Ibrahim. "Yalla I Yalta !" (quick) to his beasts to make a 
move. He changed his Hebrew tune to an Arabic melody, presumably 
thinking that the sudden change in his horses was because these Ori- 
entals were not in favor of Hebrew national airs, but it was of no avail. 
They positively refused to go — 

This enpne that scar,ed Ibrahim's beasts and refused to carry us 
to the colony was operated by a young man named David Ratner, who 
had recently arrived from Russia. He purchased 50 D. land near Nes 
Ziyyonah and was now breaking the ground for an orange grove. His 

1 re dBBChtets of jMiiW4eni, ai tbe tenu of Kedmr"— 
1 B^d* ont of tha war," Uke BkUun'a aw. mad wonld not to toward* 
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plough was connected to the lengine by means of wire ropes. Thus we 
see that even in ancient Judea mechanical force is quickly taking the 
place of animal power. We left Ibrahim arguing with his horses and 
reached the colony on foot. 

Wadi el-Hanin, as its Arabic name indicates, is situated in a valley, 
and, unlike many other colonies, it is well supplied with water; one has 
to dig only a few meters to find a well. A large number of such wells are 
found in the colony. The soil, owing to the ample supply of water, is 
very productive and well suited for vegetable gardens and other plants 
that thrive best under abundant irrigation. Vegetables such aa potatoes, 
turnips, beets, tomatoes, watermelons, onions, garlic, cabbage, lettuce, 
cauliflower, radishes, cucumbers, eg^-plants, peas and beans, 
thrive splendidly here and yield a crop twice a year. A large garden 
containing tropical and other plants adorns this settlement. Wadi-el- 
Hanin is well shaded with many fruit trees such as the olive and apple. 
Formerly the wine was the main source of their income. The chief 
products now are grapes, oranges, almonds and honey. The oranges 
here have the reputation of being the best in Palestine; they are large, 
• sweet and juicy. Since the colonists began to cultivate a variety of 
products, their condition has materially improved.^ 

Several rows of modem structures well shaded and surrounded by 
gardens occupy a most conspicuous position on the uppermost part of 
the hill belonging to Nes Zij^onah. These houses were built by the 
Jewish Colonization Association. Owing to its close proximity to larger 
colonies, it does not possess as many communal institutions as the other 
colonies. It has, however, a splendid school, which is divided into four 
grades, a kindergarten and a house of worship. A building formerly 
used as a dwelling place for colonists and their families, is now used as 
a Beth 'Am (Town Hall). In this building is the seat of the Va'ad 
Hamoshabah (Town Council), which, in conjunction with the manage- 
ment of the "Ika," directs the affairs of the colony. 

Wadi-el Hanin was founded by 'Reuben Lehrer, a wealthy merchant 
of Kherson, Russia, who being moved by the anti-Jewish riots prevMling in 
his country in the year 1882, placed all his possessions on public sale and 
came to Palestine the latter part of the summer of the same year, and on 

* The tnb* bar* t tradition that In thli wadi wart mm kmtdnda of larva oranseriafc 
wbeKln grew the sweeteat varlelr of flowers, bence Ita name, "Valley of the Llltea." Man; 
old weUs and relica of anetent Broirea comborato tha tradition. L«fam, b<rwenr, toond on« 
(roTa ot to D. and aa old Aiab Kiian. 
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the 25th of April 5540, estabiished himself in Wadi-<1 Hanin ; hence this 
ccAoay is sometimes known as Nachalath Reuben, after its founder.^ 

He divided the land into parts and sold it to several families frtMn Rus- 
sia who settled there. 

AnvMig the purchasers was Abraham Yalubsky, who met with a tragic 
death at his little cottage near the khan. He was attacked in the dark of 
the night of the loth Tebeth, 5649 (1889) and was murdered by Arabs o( 
the neighboring villages. The violent death of their comrade threw a gloont 
over the colony resultii^ in an exodus to Jaffa. Only four families remain- 
ed there. Of those that remained, mention should be made of a pioneer 
woman, the fearless Widow Goldie Miluslowsky who, bravii^ all sorts of 
hazardous difficulties, stuck to her farm and worked with a zeal equaled by 
few men. 

The most noted of the group that joined Lehrer's colony was Aaron 
Eisenberg, at present h«ad of the Agudath N'taim. He brought into the 
new villi^e life and hope and was the guiding spirit of the colony. He 
bought of Lehrer a tract of land and sold it to a company of twelve men 
who worked in Nes Zionah. Fnwn the profits he erected a large buildii^ 
to be used as a dwelling for the colonists and their families (this structure 
is now the Beth 'Am). The dedication of this public hospice took place 
one day during Hanukah week. It was a double eremony. The "Brith 
Milah" of his son Karmi, the first child bom in the colony, took place on the 
same day.' 

It is interesting to note that the rebirth of the Jewish flag is traceable 
to that day and to the colony Nes Zionah. On that occasion the well known 
Zionist, Michael Heilprin, unfurled the Jewish flag." 

He was on a visit to Palestine and was a guest of Eisenberg that day, 
and while the crowd were jolly over the double celebration, Heilprin quietly 
walked in and displayed the white and blue flag wi^ the star of David at 
the centre.*** 



(0) Tba eMat« wtii tbe propcrti' at '■ member of the Oerniaii Temple Soclet;, uA 
cooalated of 1968 D. of Biable land, part of wUcb waa cnltlTated—one orange store, U 
old Arab EabD and a prtmltlTS bam. Renbeo I<ebrer <rtita]iied tbl« farm In eiclisnse for 
one be poaieBaed In Beaaarabla. 

<T) Karml Slarabers ta naw tbe odIt Jewlah offlcer of hlxh rank In tbe TurUab umj. 

(8) Hlcbael Heilprin owned a larRe orangre grove in Nes Zlonali. which be bongbt 
from Elaenberx. BanH&l.HubliDUli iiit:M. 

•b Tbe Idea of tbe Jewish See waa urobablr takee from Cbg Tallth. which haa a wblte 
field and dark bine itripea. Tbe writer notlMd man; Arab abepherds wrapped In ■ 
c1<ftb raaembllDg the Talltb, while gnardtng their flocka. Tbe Tallth has probably • 
national rather than ■ rellgloai alKnlflcabce. It waa worn bj the ahepherd tribes In 
Paleatlae, and a* in menr other thing*, the modem Arab atlll preaerrea the ancient cna- 
tam bis anceatori have teamed from or poaaeBaed In common with their leraelitlali nelBh* 
bera. 
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The eariy experiences of these settlers were anything bat encouragii^. 
In 1892-93, or after ten years of hard and energetic labor, of deprivation 
and iUness, they had almost nothing to show ; no houses, no schools, no cat* 
tie, no proper agricultural implements, nothing to inspire hope in them. 

Their land, while well watered and good for agricultural purposes, 
was not fit for habitation; it was too low, impregnated with the miasma 
of malaria and other diseases. They were poverty-stricken and there 
could be no question of buying land on the neighboring hills for the 
purpose of building. The entire population of the colony was hemmed 
in in three stone huts, and owing to the overcrowding, they wene occu- 
pied only during the rainy and cold season. At other times they lived 
in the open fields, the gleaming lights of the Bedouin tents keeping 
them awake at night for fear of attacks. Of the twenty-two original 
settlers, only eleven remained ; the others, facing starvation, Uft for the 
nearby coloiiies, where they obtained work. 

The spring of 1893 is well remembered by the residents of Wadi- 
el-Hanin as the most crucial period of their lives. After they had en- 
dured a winter of illness, great want and privation, the spring found 
them too poor to buy se«ds and other necessary articles. It was very 
late in the season when they secured some assistance from the Odessa 
Committee. The entire colony, men, women and children, turned oiit 
on the fields in order to make up for the time lost. The possibility of 
success brightened their spirits, and they werie at once transformed from 
a state of inactivity and helplessness to a condition of hopefulness and 
industry. Three more houses were built that very summer, more wells 
were dug, and a teacher was secured for the children. Permanent help 
soon reached them through the Jewish Colonization Association, who 
expended the sum of 125,000 frcs. ($25,000) to put Wadi el-Hanin on a 
sound basis. Those that left the settlement and had no desire to return 
were paid for their investment, and sixteen new families were established 
on their places. 

About the same time a number of Russian immigrants secured title to 
the hilly land surrounding Wadi-el Hanin and named it "Nes Ziyyonah." 
They erected a number of cottages on the highest point of their land, and 
granted permission to their neighbors in the valley to build their homes at 
the top of the hill, so that at present the entire village is located on a high 
level and may be seen from a distance. A school house was soon erected 
and a house of worship dedicated. The Twin colony entered upon a new 
era, to them truly an era of prosperity.' 

h tbe fonQdliiK of HenlioboUi. 
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The population of the Twin colony is 246, consisting of forty>four 
families, including those that dwell here in frame houses erected by 
the Ika — though workii^ elsewhere. The land area was 1568 D. when 
purchased, of which the villagers of Sura^nd robbed them of IfiO D. 
which they could not recover. Now the land area is 2794 D., planted 
with various fruits.'" The balance is pasture land :" 

Reuben Lehrer and his three sons, who now form four families, 
occupy themselves with apiculture (bee culture). They possess several 
hundred bee hives, and their product iinds a ready market in the large 
cities of Europe and America. Their net profits from the sale of honey 
were in 190ft $3B00. The bee industry does not depend so much upon 
the bee as upon the quantity and quality of flowers surrounding these 
hives. The nectaries of these fragrant plants made Palestine "a land flow- 
ing with honey." 

Palestine today, as in the days of old, is the home of an amazing 
wealth of Rowers. Some observers have discovered as many as fifty dif- 
ferent varieties within an area of one square Dunam of land. The 
native farmers call these flowers "weeds," but some of them are such 
weeds as would be eagerly received by any of our conservatories. "It 
is not necessary foi one to be a botanist or to have the taste of an 
artist in order to appreciate the splendor of colors of the Palestinian 
flowers," said a recent traveler, "such a mixture as white, red, yellow, 
pink, scarlet, purple, lavender and green, all the colors of the rainbow 
clustered together within a small space. "^^ 

(10) OniDtei «8 D. 

Almonda tiO D. 

VlDB «» D. 

011»w TDD. 

OtbcT Ubm BOD. 

... 20S8 

(11) Hon land wm pniclMMd by tb« Oenlab. tlirovgli llr. Dlunholl, fnmi Anba tbat 
Und near tbe colony. 

(IS) It la well knoWD to botialita tbst Pileatliie la the meetttiK place of the flan of tbree 
different continent*, and thla elrcamitanoe combined with tba varied altitadei prodncea a 
condition moaO (aTcrable to bte cultnte. Some Teara ago tbe two brotbara, BBldenapcrnr, 
llrltig In Jaffa went Into tbe apiary bualneaa. Tbey concelred tbe idea of fumlabing tbe 
bee* with mntctlal tor booey mnklat througboat the eight DJoothB of tbe ^ear by cumpUg 
llRt at a low altitude and when the flawere of tbat locality were finlabed. movlnff Ui« blvea 
on cunel'back to a blgber place, tbni following up the conaecntire bloaaomlng of differ- 
ent wild flowers. Tber flrat let them work on th« orange bloaaoniB aronud Jaffa, and 
tbU fragrant boney wb* kept aeparate, aa wta that obtained; from each ancceedlnc dower 
wblch perraded any parUcuUr district. Tbna tbey mrr, able to label their bouey ^■Oruuw 

ninnHini." "TfiTtnih'* *in. 



Tba data fDt^ahed by th«ae gentlemen ahow a yield exceeding that yet known U any 
othar country. By nilug modem American eitricUng machinery and repladnc tbe comba, 
on* hundred hlvea produced elx tana of honey during eight mootha. Aat la 120 poouda 
to the hive. Tbe aTerage yield In Anatralla and America la 10 ponnda t« each Ut*, and 
tbe maxlmuDi EO. Prom theee fact* It la 'dear that thia nnlqne land la poe a eaaed of great 
■atnral adTantacaa onr otter lands, not aulr In ordinary agricnltnral poaalltllltua, but 
la tbia InteraatiBg matter tit produdBg honey. 
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Standinff amongst these bee-hives in a field of fragrant flowers of the 
most exquisite hue and luxurious odor, and seeii^ frcKn some distant hill- 
side, flocks of miDc-produting sheep and goats, one is aninuted with the 
thought that Palestine is becoming again "a land flowing with milk and 
honey/'^'-i* 

UaMt h la an fndiapenubla 'artide »f iFooiL'and li wrrvd" lAs bnttar wltb enrr meal, 
xlw wax of Om bonej la OMd to nuke ttpen and candlea. Honer wUb milk li aerrad ■■ 
food tol chlldnn (IBB. Tll:16-2S; I Bam. x1t:2T). 

(14) In andent Uidm botrar ma of mj creat ImpoManca ai as article .of food, be- 
faiX almoit tbe only arallable lonrce of annr (Bz. xtI. SI). It waa alao valued ai ■ m«U- 
dnal acent (Sun. i:U; Bor. Ub; BabJ TSb; 1Mb; B. K. SSa). Tbe UobammedaDi imp It 
e<r«D now as a laxative and ae a Mlmulant. Hie Koran, In tbe efaaptor, "tbe Boa," t«- 
BUutka : Thei* procaeda from their belllei a liquid of T»none icolort. wberoln la a medi- 
cine for men (Kuan Ch. M). 

Honer aometlnea desolaa artlflclal honey, prepared from the Juice of cotaln frotta 
(Nnu. zllt:Z7; Dz. Ul%]er. zl:D; Baek. ix:e.) Such boney !■ atUl In naa amonr tbe Arab* 
mai la known aa "dtba." 
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RECHOBOTH (SHAAKAYIM)* 

We set out for Rechoboth late in the afteraoon. Not a doud marred 
the put^ish blue sky. The sun was setting upon the western hills of Judea. 
We crossed the i^ain of Sharon, approaching the upper part of the Shephe- 
lah, towards the plateau, the most fertile part of Judea. This plateau is 
about twelve miles wide and fcHty-five miles long, extendii^ from the vale 
of Ajalon in the North to Gaza in the South. 

Ibrahim was in good humor and indulged in Arabic melodies, which 
sound to the Western ear more like a plaintive declamation than a scmg. 
One, however, who is familiar with the traditional music of the Jew, es- 
peciaUy of Asia and Eastern Europe, at once recognizes a similarity in the 
music of the Arab and that of his cousin the Jew, a point which 
ethndogists who deny the Semitic origin of the modem Jew, may take cog- 
nizance of. 

It was twilight, and the Rechobites were returning from their day's 
toil in the fields, hailing us cordially as our carriage tookus to the modest 
little inn. On the way we passed two encampments where several white 
tents were pitched, around which were frolicking children and women en- 
gaged in preparing the evening meal. These were not the camps of hostile 
Bedouins nor of friendly tourists. They were the homes of Jewish labor- 
ers who had recently arrived from Yemen, and of native Jewish working 
men (Franldsts), who had come here to work during the busy season. The 
men having Just returned from work, gathered into two respective bodies 
with their faces toward Jerusalem, in their customary evenii^ prayers. It 
was indeed a very inspiring spectacle to see these poverty-stricken and spir- 
itually crushed Yemenite Jews at prayers. Their services were impressive. 
There was nothing artificial about these worshippers ; their prayers came 
from the innermost soul of a people who were persecuted for centuries in 
their native land, and their very countenances bore the effect of ages of op- 
pression. The Jews of Yemen have at all times had to suffer much from 
the native population, but their present state, especially in North Yemen, is 
harder than ever. (Note 7.). 

■ ' Tbe Arable Dime !• noian or Tartn, tb« plural of Tara, a gatfr (Joah. xt;36}. 
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In this connection it is of interest to note that the Yemenite JewB 
have a tradition that they originatie from a celebrated family of Judea 
who left their homeland before the destruction of the First Temple 
because of their strong belief in the prophecy of Jeremiah, "He that 
abideth in ihe city shall die by the sword, and by the famin« and by 
the pestilence "" 

They went through the Arabian desert and settled in Sanaa-Yemen. 
There they lived in perfect freedom until Ezra, the Scribe, at the head 
of the Babylonian exiles, returned to Jerusalem. Ezra issued a call to 
the Judeans of Yemen to return to the land of their fathers, but because 
they knew that it was not a permanent redemption, they refused to 
follow the lead of the Scribe. Thereupon Ezra cursed them, sayii^, 
"They should find no rest among the nations among whom they dwelt" 
Since then they were oppressed. 

This belief is strongly rooted among the Jews of Yemen and there 
are some wLose antipathy toward the Scribe is such that they still will 
not name their sons Ezra. They believe that Ezra for his malediction 
was punished and ho died in Persia near Basra. (Benjamin of Tudela 
gives the burial place of Ezra as Sambra, Persia ; Josephus, on the other 
hand, states that he died in Jerusalem.)* 

They have another tradition that at one time a Jewish King, by 
name Joseph Dhu Nowas, ruled over Yemen, but since Mohammed con- 
quered Sanaa, the capital of Yemen, they lost their prestige; and their 
life in the last 1300 years has been miserable. 

To them, indeed, Palestine appears "a land lenjoying the blessing 
of God," and "a lanu flowing with milk and honey." These good people 
are very energetic, frugal and conscientious laborers, who have pre- 
served in a!l their purity in distant Yemen the old Jewish virtues <rf 
deep piety and scrupulous morality. They are content to live a simple 
life, and they can compete with Arab labor in bidding for work at the 
hands of their Ashkenazic brethren. From a national and economic 
point of view they form a valuable asset to Jewish colonization, consti- 
tutii^ the best labor material for Jewish settlements whose honesty and 
intelligence can be depended upon. The colonists have since built per- 
manent quarters in their midst for the Yemenite Jews. 

After the services were over general hand-shaking and greetings in 



-c by Google 



RECHOBOTH SHAARAYIM ^ 

the old Jewish fashion followed. In the most familiar tenns wft were 
asked how we were, and all in the Hebrew tongue. On parting we 
were saluted with the Oriental farewell, pointing th/t right hand toward 
the head, eyes and mouth, and ending with "Shalom." 

We left our new friends and went on to the inn, where we found din- 
ner ready. It was a genuine Palestinian menu ; "milk and honey" was 
plentiful. It also contained, however, much to satisfy Western taste. 

In the evening we paid our respects to Herr Aaron Eisenberg, head of 
the "Agudath ha Notim" (Society of planters). The night was full of 
color, the moonlight was so brilliant that it was easy to read the smallest 
tyge of a guide book. It is difficult to picture a moonlight scene of Pales- 
tine. Here the moon reflects to the eye impressions of dark and light spots 
only, but in Palestine the moonlight shows all the colors of the rainbow, the 
blue sky, the green trees, the red dies on the roofs, and gray mountains from 
the distance. Even the stars twinkle brighter, and on a moonless night one 
can read clearly the face oif his watch by the star Hght. 

It was a glorious evening ; there was a fine, coolit^ breeze wafted over 
the land from the west, a Mediterranean breeze. The leaves on the trees 
were rustling gently over our heads whispering to us in pleasant secrecy. 
Along the streets the Hebrew dialect, the language of Moses and Isaiah, 
was audible as spoken by parties of young folks passii^ us. The scene was 
animating, and the picture recalled to the mind that of Solomon and Shula- 
mith on the mountain of Bether." 

To our sorrow we found Herr Eisenberg ill. Illness, however, did not 
prevent this splendid idealist from offering us his hospitality and valuable 
information. On our return, the owner of a vineyard invited us to accom- 
pany him to his yard. To avoid the danger of being shot at by the watch- 
man ("shomer") the proprietor and watchman exchanged signals before 
we entered the garden. The post of watchman (shomer) was always con- 
sidered in Palestine an impbrtant one, for it required courage, wit and sound 
judgment in order to frighten marauders off without shedding blood. When 
the fruit begins to ripen the owners build a tent, booth or watch tower. 
The one we observed was a watch tower and consisted of four poles sup- 
porting a platform sufficiently raised to escape the damp and to enable the 
watchman to see all over the grove, having a roof of green branches to pro- 

(S) "TntU »• dv bFMk 

And tbe ibadoin flee away, 
Turn mj beloTed mil be tboa like a tot. 
Or II jomiit bart npon Uie monnUIn 
Of BeUMT.'^— ttanci 11, IT. 
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tect him from the burning stin of the day aad the faDiog dew at night. 
Here the watchman sits day and night. In the vineyards a double watch 
bas to-be piactd against jackals, foxes and hares. The first two are very 
fond of grapes and can destroy the largest vineyard in a short time. Large 
numbers at jackals frequently attack a vineyard at nig^t. The mournful 
cry of the jackal is sure to call the attention of the "shomer," who drives 
these intruders away by the shot of a gun or thd noise produced by striking 
two pieces of brass or other metal. Thus said Solomon : "The little foxes 
that spoil the vines, for our vines have tender grapes."" 

On large vineyards it is common to empl<^ a negro as a watdier, for 
the Palestinian peasant stands in peculiar awe of the black stranger. Until 
recently only Arabs were employed in the Jewish colonies as guardians, for 
the Jew lacked strength and courage for the guardianship of property gainst 
the treacherous natives. In many instances the Arab watchmen were notor- 
ious thieves and Acy were empk>yed for that reason as the best men to 
deal with thieves. Very often they joined hands with a band of robbers to 
loot the property they were watching. But of late Jewish young men have 
begtm to take the places of Arabs as watchmen. 

After the crc^s are gathered the tent or lodge is left to the rain and 
storms of the winter, and it presents a peculiar, forsaken and deserted 
aspect so characteristically described by the Prophet.^ 

We rose early next morning to get a view of the Cblony and its sur- 
Fowidings before the sun was high. The air was fresh and invigorating, 
the birds sang clearly higli over our heads. The damp sand alcmg the road 
was delicately imprinted with the track of birds and the grass was deco- 
rated with glistening beads of dew. We visited the S, family, for- 
merly residents of Chicago. Mr. S. lived many years in the United 

States. Two years previously he retired from business, left the tumultu- 
ous city and came with his family to live the simple life. Here he pur- 
chased land, erected a modem home and is about to begin work on an 
orange grove He also contracted to build water works for Rechoboth, for 
which the colony granted him the franchise for twenty-five years, an invest- 
ment that pays fully seven per cent, per annum. We called upon Mr. 

S. , believing that the information we would receive from an American 

business man would be valuable to us in America. 

Mr. S. expressed his contentment with the life of Palestine in 

(6) Bonn II. B. 

(7) "And the daiiEbter of ZIod Ii Mt ai ■ cottaE* In tb* rlneTard, aa a lodsei In • 
tarden of cDcumb«n.'^I>a. 1, a 
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general and that of Rechoboth in particular. His daughter, a pretty bru- 
nette of eighteen American by birth, shared his views in all particulars. 

"Palestine," said Mr. S. , "is in great need of capital, and cannot 

be considered at present an ideal land for poor ioun^rants. In order to 
make way for general immigration, our capitalists must come first and make 
their investments here, create industries, develop its resources, and prepare 
work for the less fortunate newcomers. There are great o[^rtunities for 
good business men to make profitable investments. The East is rapidly 
awakening and the markets are growing larger daily. I would not advise 
Americans to come here unless they possess $5000. Of ojurse, there may 
be exceptions to this rule, here as anywhere else ; one may do more with a 
smaller sum than another with a larger sum. It takes six years before plan- 
tations will yield fruit, and in the meantime one must live six years without 
any income. A smaller capital will do if suitaUe land can be gotten for 
agricultural purposes and especially if one is a trained farmer. 

"To illustrate what money can do here in the farming line," he con- 
tinued, "come and see Minkoff's Bayare" (orange plantation). And so 

speakii^, we left Mr. S. 's home and followed him to see one of the 

lai^est orange groves in Palestine. We walked about a mile, wading 
throi^h sand above ctir shoe tops. The sun was already high and walk- 
ing through hot sand was like walking on fire, or, rather, between two 
fires, the sun above and the sand below. We were^ indeed, glad to readi 
Minkoff's "bayare," and accept his hospitality. His plantation appeared to 
us like a paradise. We sat in the shadow of a tree, admiring the magnitude 
of his irrigation plant, the large;number. and the great variety of trees and 
their splendid arrangement. The water is brought up to a high, magnificent 
reservoir from a well twenty meters deep, by means of an engine, whence 
water is distributed through iron and clay tubes into every part of the 
grove, which is situated on a slope. 

Minkoff's "bayare" was only five years old ; that was the first year it 
yielded frait. The sale of the crops, as calculated by the owner, will pay 
for labor, but Mr. Mtnkoff anticipates an income of 60,000 frcs. ($12,000) 
annually in due course of time. So far, 200,000 frcs. ($40,000) have been 
expended to change the bare and sandy hills into the finest plantation in 
Palestine. 

On our return through the burning sand we did not mind the heat 
so much, for the sand aiq)eared much cooler. We were thinking of Mink- 
ofFs "bayare," plantea in this soil, and were convinced that this sand has a 
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^eat future. We returned to the cokmy, coining throi^h the main street, 
a wide avenue haviug at each aide a long row of mulberry trees partly 
concealing a line of one-story stone houses of modem design and sur- 
rounded by green lawns and numerous [rfants. 

The average colonist of Rechoboth is said to possess iso D. of land, 
Dut of which a plot of ground ran^ng from jio to 25 D. is put aside for' 
necessary builtfii^rs such as bams, stables, sheds, for vegetable and fruit 
gardens. Each houseludd possesses at least one horse, cattle and poultry, 
furnishing the best indication that the colonists have the true spirit of the 
farmer. 

The chief revenue of Rechoboth is from the cultivation of the vine; 
650,000 grape trees are found here." The grapes, after being pressed here, 
are taken to the wine cellar at "Rishon." Other products such as almonds, 
olives and oranges contribute considerably to the income of the colony. 
The Societies "Agudath Netaim" and "Palestina Pflanzungs Verein," two 
organizations that have for their objects the planting of almond and olive 
groves as a private enterprise, are operating here. They have planted many 
groves ; these they sell to newcomers who prefer to purchase a ready plan- 
tation rather than buy land and wait six years for the first fruit. 

One colonist has been experimenting with ostrich culture. Such a farm 
has been established here. Cannery, soap, oil and perfume industries were 
also established here, but the local market has not reached the stage to 
encourage others to invest in such enterprises. 

The land of Rechoboth, however, has not proved suitable for general 
agriculture, and for some time the ccAoay considered seriously the pur- 
chase of a tract of land belonging to the village Jamnia (Yabneh). The 
soil of that historic village is said to be excdlent for general farming. 

The colony proper occupies an area of 10,748 D,, but the land owned 
by the colonists altogether approximates 16,000 D. This figure includes 
the late purchase of 2700 D. that was made near Ramleh, to which for 
some reason a clear title had not been procured to enable the Recho- 
bites to have it attached to their colony.* 

The present resident population is 65c^ divided intt* 163 families. 
Every resident above twenty years of age is entitled to a vote for the Vaad 
Hamoshabah. 

Rechoboth is considered the most intellectual colony in Palestine. This 
is because the founders, with few exceptions, were Jews of a cultured type. 
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They yearned for a Jewish life, which they felt was impossiUe in Russia. 
In their new colony they celebrate all days having an historical or 
national significance.*'* 

They were first to introduce Jewish labor in tfie colony, and to offer 
tile right of the ballot to all who have resided one year in their midst, even 
Plough they are not property owners. Their sduxds have no rivals, their 
love for education knows no bounds. In a small community of one hundred 
and seventeen families tiiere are one hundred and thirty-six subscribers to 
papers from many countries and in many languages. The institutions of 
which Rechoboth is justly proud include the "Beth Am" (Town Hall), the 
synagogue, the school,", the kindergarten, the Talmud Torab, the library, 
the hospital, the free lodging house and .the free kitten. 

Unlike other colonies, the foundation of Rechoboth was effected with 
pre-arranged and matured plans. The early settlers, while they made sac- 
rifices for the Promised Land, did not suffer great want, as was the case 
with the other colonies. 

In the year 1889 a number of wealthy Jews of Warsaw, imbued with 
the love of Zion, organized themselves into a society which they named 
"Menuchah Venachlah." Among the leaders of this society were the late 
Rabbi Samuel Mohilever, of Bialostock, and Eliezer Caplan, Jacob Braude, 
Bezalel Kurlandsky, Wolf Gluskin and last but not least, E. W. Levin- 
Epstein, at present manager of the Carmel Wine Company in New York, 
but formerly administrator of the colony for many years. 

In 1890, when the last three named gentlemen started on a pilgrimage 
to the colonies, they were requested to examine the land which Joshua 
Hankin purchased from a certain Effendi of Jaffa, and if found satisfao- 
tory, they were authorized to secure it. The land referred to was 6400 
D., a part of the village of Duran, situated three hours' distance from 
Jaffa and two hours from the sea. After a stay of two months, and fre- 
quent examinations of the village and the surrounding country, these three 
emissaries decided to secure title to this village for the members of their 
society, and the land of Duran became an "inheritance" to the Warsaw 
Society. Mr. L«vin-Epstein was appointed by his constituents adnnn- 
istrator of the new colony. He divided the land into forty-six parts 

« 'J^ilS! H*Bln£_(*Mi!»«l' "JorliiB Hol-m-Moed VeuA in Rectaobotli became ■ na- 
ttoBat InMUatloii. From all over FalesUne Jew coma biUiar to tba BailKaii Tbe TOvaK 
folk! ihow their Intereat In athletic aporta, ancb aa TDnnlDK. ntclns. Kamee aod tn declama- 
tloila, ■ODsa and dances. There ta alao an exhibit of ftirro pTodaots from tbe coTonlea. 

^ ^*?^ f^P^ " ^"«><1M by wmtr children, 22 bora and 4S siri*: tbe klndenartaa 
kj about SO chUdren, and the TaltDDd Totth bj IT Xxnt. «iu.ib».«b 
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for as many shareholders, £ach one receiving tao D. as his share. ; 880 D. 
was left as the conuwHi pr<q>erty of the settlement, to be used for street* 
and for other communaT purposes. Soon several other famiUes not belong- 
ing to the Warsaw organization purchased 4000 D. land and established 
themselves here. 

In the first four years, owii^ to the restrictions placed by the govern- 
ment upon the colonists, very little headway was made. The steady gR>wtb 
of Rechoboth b^an in 1894 when the hindrance on the part of the govern- 
ment ceased." 

In 1882 the land area was io,6ooD. {2387 acres), the population, con- 
sisting mostly of laborers, was 304, occupying seven houses and tents." 
Six years later the resident population was 383, divided into seventy fami- 
lies, and the houses increased to thirty in number.'* 

Within the last four years the colony has made rapid strides. Forty 
new houses were erected, 3,000 D, land have been cultivated, 2,700 D. new 
land have been added to the colony, and twenty new families settled here. 
The products of the colony in 1909 materialized 183,521 frcs. ($36,704,20). 

Besides the above dwellings, the Ezra Society of Berlin has built five 
houses in Ezra street for poor families and twenty new houses were recently 
put iq) on the outskirts of Rechoboth, where 170 Yemenite Jews find shelter. 
Each family has 10 D. land for vegetable gardens." 

Rechoboth attracts the intellectual Jewish element. The associations 
are very pleasant, the air is pure and salubrious, and the hi|^ altitude im- 
parts a splendid view of the beautiful mountains of Judea. 



mtmrntavyt Id Uw IndlTtdual nacoM, wblch wu nniuiiKi In Fala*tliie. Tlila mad* 

tlM colon&ti Independent of tbe TDtklsli Government, and tba BuhUh Consnl BlwaTi 
ptotectad tttMu ftom all «tt«ck« and undo* taxation. 

(13) Blaenaladt'a "Hamoataabotb Beerai Ylsrael," ISBS. Barallal HaabUoali, ToL XXVIII, 
p. 271. 

(14) LdBcb >tM TIanel, 1S06, p. 61. 

(15) Smilansk; Haiblloa-b, Vol. XXVI. N, 1T2, GM. 
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THE RAILWAY STATION, JERUSALEM 
X^ocated soutbwest from the city wall, about bait a mile Irom th-iitMK gate. 

(See Page 113} 
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CHAPTER XI. 
THE "BILU" SETTLEMENT 

With much rductance vre cut short our stay in Rechoboth. for in ac- 
cordance with the ronte adopted, we had to reach Ramleh towards evenii^, 
and Ibrahim was anxious to get there in good time tor two reasons, first, 
to secure lodgings for the night, and secondly, because the last half of the 
way we had to cover is often infested at this season by Bedouin tribes, and 
is not always safe for the "Hadji" (pilgrim) to travel at night. 

Our destination was the little colony Katra (Ghederah, Jo^. xv:36) 
famous for its history and its distinguished founders known as the "Bilus" 
or "Biluzes." 

It was a hot day, but the refreshing sea breeze which usually sets in 
about ten o'dodc in the morning and reaches its height at three o'dodc in 
the afternoon, loept continuously fanning us. 

In the month of May the refreshing sea breeze reigns all over Pales- 
tine lastmg imtil the early rain (Yoreh) — about the end o£ September.* 
TTiis breeze ccwitinues until after sunset. During the night there is a land 
breeze from the east blowing in the (f>po3ite direction. The warmest time 
of the summer is during early morning hours, and the coolest in the early 
afternoon. 

It was the harvest season, the most joyful season for the poor Pales- 
tinian f^ah, when young and old, even babies in the cradle, celebrate this 
happy time in the field, for "they that sow in tears shall reap in joy."' 
The whole country roundabout was alive with merry parties of reapers 
and gleaners, all using the time-honored sickle, probably the identical imple- 
ment employed in the Biblical days. The reapers, in the old Biblical manner, 
gathered their grain in their left arms as they cut it with their right hands,, 
followed by the binders, who formed it into sheaves, or more often into 
bundles.' 

The children of the poor and the i^d usually follow the reapers and 
do the gleaning (leket) ; they collect all tihe single ears scattered in the field. 

(1) IB tba nrayer book rafMenpe la made to two aeaaaiiB, "wbo canaath the wind to blow 
and tfaa Mln to doacend "(Blfbteen BlMalnga," Prayer Book). 
(3) Pa. czxTl i9. 
(8) Fa. cxilx:!; Ia«, itH:S. 
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During the harvest they sleep in the fields, nnder the blue sky, the bril- 
liant moon, and twinklii^ stars, scenting and inhaling the air of the newly- 
cut crcqjs, for rain during harvest is very rare and no other precautbn is 
needed except, probably, watching the marauding Bedouin and treadierous 
incendiaries. 

After tlie day's toil they feast on bread dipped in vinegar, and on 
parched vrfieat A Cre at some distance from the grain is built whereon 
ears of the new wheat are roasted, then rubbed between the palms of the 
hands and eaten warm. From time imip—norial it has been a food much 
relished by the Palestinian peasant and ail guests are invited to partalw of 
the hosiritality thus offered. No picture could be more descriptive of the 
modem Palestinian fellah than that given in the Book of Ruth — "And Boaz 
said unto her at meal time, 'come thou hither and eat of the bread and dq) 
thy morsel in the vinegar,' and she sat beside the reapers and he reached 
her parched com and she did eat and was sufficed and left."* 

We passed on the way long lines of camels bearing on their backs heavy 
loads of unthreshed grain, and donkeys enveloped in large loads of newly- 
cut wheat or barley ; in some cases the animals were practically loat under 
the f reiglit. 

One is stmck here with the substitution of the animal's back for the 
wagon as a carrier of freight. The back of the camel and the donkey is 
used to haul lumber and stone for building purposes, to convey merchan- 
dise to the market, to bring fuel and to move furniture. The limited use 
of the wa^u may be due to scarcity of proper roads. Roads fit for wheds 
are very scarce in Judea, and even in certain favored localities where fre- 
quent passii^ has marked a road by itself, such roads are miserable and at 
times perilous, and one can only travel at the rate of the animal's: pace over 
the narrow trades of stony and precipitous hills, for no one takes care of 
these roads, and the fellahin often find the public roads the best place to 
dump mbbish, or as a clearing place for stones picked up from tfie fields. 

The Romans were the best road-builders of Palestine. Swne of their 
roads are available even to this day. They are shown (mi most of the maps ; 
but after about 1700 years of abuse without repair, the roads have become 
very distressing to the traveler. The Turkish government has been very 
slow to look after these thoroughfares, for they only concerned its own 
subjects. Only when European dignitaries are expected to visit Palestine 
are roads repaired. The old Biblical custom "to prepare the way"" in antici- 
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pation of great visitors is still in vogue in Turkey. Some twenty-eight 
years ago the road from Jerusalem to Nablus (Shechem), forty miles long, 
was repaired to receive a Russian Grand Duke. The roads from Jerusalem 
to Jericho and Hebron were several times placed in good condition ; upon 
the visits of the late Prince of Wales and the Emperor of Germany. 
At other times the government does not concern itself about roads and the 
peasants have no urgent need to do it of their own accord. They are used 
to the old time transportation and look upon it, from an economical point 
of view, as saving the expense of buying a wagon. All they need is a path 
for their donkeys to pass, as they themselves walk behind the loaded ani- 
mals when leaving home for the market. It is, therefore, extremely difficult 
in the interior of Palestine to transport very heavy articles. 

The roads in the vicinity of the colonies, however, are in a fair con- 
dition, and by Ibrahim they were considered excellent, he being proud of 
the fact that he brought us to Katra in less than one hour, a distance of 
six American miles, which he attributed to the good road. 

The way leading to the settlement is surrounded on either side by 
verdant fields and excellent pasture land. Passing these fields we drove 
up a broad and hilly avenue, on either side of which two lines of one and 
two-story houses are situated, separated from each other by narrow passages 
wide enough for the passage of a wagon. Behind these houses are rows 
of white stone stables, the back walls of which are connected and form 
an enclosure for the col<Hiy. At the front of each residence extends a 
good-sized plot of ground somewhat elevated and enclosed by stone pillars 
Bupportit^ iron or wooden railings. 

The front gardens contain mmierous eucalyptus and mulberry trees, 
and in some cases a fine assortment of flowers adorns the residences. Hie 
colony in general a[^)eared to be in a clean and sanitary condition, in con- 
tradistinction to neighboring Arab "K'pharin," which we had passed on the 
way. We were reaMnmended to the residence of one of the colonists who 
had some reserved rooms for the accommodation of tourists, and arrived 
there durii^ lunch hour. 

Entering the house, we found around a table a number of young Jewii>h 
laborers, who, we were told, came here to work during the harvest. From 
a ccmversation I gathered that most of them had emigrated there within 
the last five years. They were without any agricultural experience, in fact, 
without any manual training at all. Their previous occupation was either 
the book or the bargain counter. Most of them were in c(»nfortable cir- 
cumstances at hone, but Jewish natt<Hial impulses brou^t them here. Local 
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conditions and environment transfonned them into a new type, a JewJulr 
peasant class. In some cases, it would have been hard to distinguish them 
from the native fellah, were it not for their language and superior intelli- 
gence. They were sunburnt and clothed in the native garments. 

"Yes," remarked one of these young adventurers, "life here is no holi- 
day. One has the 'fever' (malaria) and if lucky enough not to be carried 
away by 'fever' one has to reduce himself to a level with die native peasant, 
whose needs are insignificant, in bidding for work in the colonies. Our 
needs must be reduced to the lowest possible level and we must be contented 
with a simple and modest life. There can be no question of luxuries." 

While this cwiversatiiMi was proceeding, our host placed on the table a 
bottle of "arack," saying, "This is something that you are not familiar with 
in America." 

The liquor handed to us was a genuine Palestinian beverage. It is a 
very strong sfurit, frequendy flavored with peppermint, or more often mth 
gum mastic, and sweetened with sugar. Arack is used extensively by llie 
Mohammedans because the Koran does not prohibit this liquor, which was 
not known in the days of the Prophet. Arack is the canse of alot^olism, 
as is sometimes seen in the larger cities of Palestine. It has a pleasant 
taste and is distilled in almost all the colonies. 

The proprietor of the inn at which we sojourned was one of the original 
colonists, a member of the body of students who organized themselves 
under the name of "Bilu" and came here thirty years ago to till the historiq 
land of their ancestors. Though gray and wrinkled, his countenance yet 
revealed the militant sfurit of the Russian students of the early eighties. 
Age and hardship might have modified his views, but had not weakened 
his idealism, for which he oflfered imtiring energy and self-sacrifice since 
his early youth. 

"This is genuine Jewish bread," he remarked when placing bread on 
the table. "What you call Jewish bread is merely Jewish-baked bread," he 
continued in the same tone, "but as to this bread, Jews were its producers 
from the first to the last step ; Jews ploughed the soil, cast the seed, reaped, 
threshed, and ground the wheat in their own milt, and Jews baked it in dieir 
own oven." The same formula was pretty nearly repeated with every 
article served at the table, with a pride and an enthusiasm seldcnn seen in 
men of such an age. The remarks of the old man called forth the facetious 
rejoinder of one at die table. "Our host," he remarked, "would make a 
splendid advertising agent." "You are mistaken, sir," promptly interjected 
the proprietor r^rcachfuUy, "we Jews are poor advertisers when it con- 



-c by Google 



THE "BILU" SETTLEMENT 81 

cents our own pec^lc. I have not tried to give you the impression that 
die bread here is the best you have eaten, nor that the milk is the purest, no I 
I am far from being so conceited. I know you Americans have better wheat 
and finer cattle. I spoke little of the merits of the food. I only wished 
to bring to your notice the fact that these articles of food were produced 
by Jews. 

"When I was in Russia we were often reproached that we are a people 
consisting' of consumers and not producers, although in every industry onr 
peoi^e are proportionately very well represented, but the anti-Semites never 
iaU to discover the weakest pcunt when making their onslaught on us. They 
do not give us credit for that wherein we are efficient, but assail us for 
that in which we are deficient. In the vocation of agriculture, the most 
important industry, it lieing the source of life, they claim that we not only 
fa^ to contribute our share, but that we make no efforts in lltat directna 
and expect others to feed us. We Jews are doing nothii^ to refute this 
criticism. Strnie of our own people are even ready to admit that we are 
not capaUe of being tillers of tiie soil, that we are nothing else tfian traders. 

"Small nations," he continued, "people that contributed but little to the 
world's progress, are proclaiming their virtues, making heroes of cowards, 
giants of dwarfs, and scholars of illiterates, while we not only have done 
nothing to place ourselves in the proper light, but are even apt to believe the 
charges our enemies make against us. Herein ties the tragedy of the 
modem Jew," he cried out, his voice becoming husky. "We Palestinians," 
he concluded, "have demonstrated that Jews, when given equal opportu- 
nities, and freedtnn to possess land and develop it, make excellent farmers 
or planters, and that we even excel our neighbors in the agricultural field 
the same as you Americans have succeeded in other industries within the 
past thirty years. To illustrate what Jews have accomplished in farming 
I would request you to accompany me to the threshing floor. Almost all 
our crops from the field are already in," 

Our company followed him to the "goren," or threshing floor, which 
was situated at some distance from Katra. Long before reaching the 
"goren," huge walls of sheaves were visible, appearing like a series of 
white pyramids from a distance. The threshing place, as a rule, is the 
common property of the cok)ny. Each colonist has a place reserved for 
his crops there, which consist mainly of wheat, barley, sesame, lentils and 
peas. Every colonist is represented there by a family of five, two large 
stacks of wheat and barley, and three or four little ones, the less important 
crops. The "goren" occupies the most elevated position of the colony in 
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order to get the most breeze when winnowing. TTie ground of the threshiiq; 
floor is made hard by artificial means and is usually covered with clay and 
made smooth by passii^ a heavy roller over it. 

As rain is almost unknown," between May and September, it is per- 
fectly safe to do the threshing in the open air. The threshit^ in Katra, as 
in o^er Jewish settlements, is effected by modem implements. Usually, one 
or two threshing machines are owned by the colony as c(»nmon prc^rty. 
The one that brin^ his crops first is served first Notwithstandii^ the fact 
that the soil is very seldom manured, I have counted about thirteen or four- 
teen grains of wheat to the ear and neatiy twice as many to the ear of 

barley, of the crops belonging to S B — — , the most prosperous farmer 

in Katra. (The average unfertilized land produces ten-fold in wheat and 
twenty-fold in barley, but when well fertilized, it may repay twenty-five 
times). In some parts of Palestine, in Houran (Bashan), for example, or 
in the valley of Jezreel, it is not uncommon to find single grains of wheat to 
produce as many as twelve ears, each containing twenty or twenty-five 
grains and nearly twice as many in barley. 

Palestine was the home of wheat and barley from time immemorial, 
Herman and Aaronson, two Palestinian agricultural experts, a few years 
agt> discovered near Tiberias wild wheat, which signifies that Palestine was 
the home of wheat in early times. Among the products of the soil, the Bible 
enumerates wheat and barley as the most important. Even after thousands 
of years of devastation, decay and neglect, the soil produces fair results 
with modem and improved methods of fertilization and cultivation. 

The native fellah, however, is very primitive in his method of farmii^. 
He has made little progress in the last thousands of years. He stitl uses the 
wooden plough, which he makes himself, not effective for good and deep 
ploughing, and he stiU uses the old mawrej for threshing. Both implements 
are drawn by a yoke of oxen or by an ox and ass together, contrary to 
the teaching of Deuteronomy xx:io. It is reported that in some isol- 
ated places, to save the expense of hiring another animal, the Arab 
hitches his wife together with the donkey to the plough or mawrej.' 

On some threshing floors no threshing implement is seen at all, and 

a barrest. ao banor Is Dot aeemly far a faol <ProT. 

(T> Conder reports tbit be has mm bimMlf ■ wonaii palliDg t, plow wttb ■□ an. 
Ha •!■« Quote* Dr. Cbapmni, wbo Mated tbat be came acrooi io tbe VbUbt vt Sbaron a 
womsD blltobed wltb a donkey to a plow. Baldeoapener, bowevcr, deoiea all aach rumors 
■boat tbe Fclabla women, (S«e Qnarl«rl7 Report ef PalesUne Biploration Fnnd, 1900, 
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the threshing is effected by boys drivii^ oxen, mules or donkeys over the 
grain in a circular manner until it is shelled.* 

Oats are very little cultivated in Palestine and hay is altnost unknown 
among the Arabs. They raise a peculiar kind of millet, "dhurrah," in its 
stead for their cattle. 

The "goren" has always been the public forum of the village, the 
place where the old and young gather for public functions and for enter- 
tainment, such as singing, playit^, match-making and courtii^. It was on 
the threshing floor of Atad, beyond the Jordan, that the children of Jacob 
mourned their father, wherefrom it received the name "Abel Mizraim,'* 
It was from the the goren that Gideon was called to go and save Israel from 
the Midianites,'" and it was on the threshing floor of Araunah that Gad 
came to the sturdy son of Jesse and ordered him to erect an altar lo 
the Lord." 

For many years the tax-gatherers have made use of the threshii^ floor 
to extort from the poor peasant undue taxes. Under the oppressive system 
of the Moslem Government, as well as under the ancient Roman, the (osher) 
tithes are sold to the highest bidder for a sum paid in advance. These 
government representatives em[Joy all corrupt means to obtain from the 
cultivators of the soil more than their due, and they are aided by govermnent 
officials, who forbid the farmers to thresh their grain before the tax 
gatherers come. In some cases crops are kept on the threshing floor for 
many weeks and the owners are obliged to watch it day and night as a pro- 
tection against thieves and from rain, because the tax gatherers happen not 
to come at the proper time. 

Returning to the colony, it was gratifying to observe the fanrang spirit 
pervailing all over, men and women hauling crops, and women busy with 

domestic work. The farm of S B attracted us the most. He 

came here in 190S from Cairo, where he was ei^aged in the wholesale si^r 
business. He purchased here 650 D. of land, built a beautiful home and 
erected a number of other structures necessary for up-to-date farming. He 
installed bee-hives, incubators and necessary appliances for dairy farming, 
and succeeded in building up what is considered the finest agricultural plant 

in Palestine. Mr. B conducted us frwn his office to a well-equipped 

agricultural laboratory, to his bams and stables, and exhibited his incuba- 



te) a«Miia 1:10-12. 

(10) JadgM Tl:U. 

(11) II Bamn*] xxItiUL 
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tors, that presented him that year with five hundred hens and other fowls. 
He claimed to have been very soccesaful in the use of the incuhators. 

Katra belongs to the Kada (county) of Gaza, and is situated six hours' 
waik from Jafia, three hours from IRisbon and two hours' distance froin 
the sea. According to Luncz, it occupies an area of 5400 D.'' 
The land is thought to be the best in Judea. One-third of the 
soi! is suitable for agricultural purposes, the other for plantations. The 
soil here is generally black; and is mixed with little stones, and suitable for 
the cultivation of olives. Some of the grapes 'here are native products, 
but most are imported from France and grafted with Indian and Cali- 
fornian varieties. There are over thirty thousand grape trees. Other prod- 
ucts of Ghedera are tigs, almonds and olives. Fruits, such as apples, pears, 
plums and cherries are cultivated in the orchards, cMily for local use. 

The resident population of the colony is 157, divided into twenty-five 
families, exclusive of term laborers." Sixteen colonists are members of 
the Wine Syndicate, while the others sell their grapes to the highest bidder. 
(About 1065 cantors of wine a year are produced from the grapes of 
Ghedera.) 

The public instituticms in Katra include a synagogue, an apothecary 
shop, a public bath, a schotJ^ — attended by 33 pupils, a loan association, 
with a capital of 5000 francs ($ioooxK>), a fiour mill operated by steam 
wlioee power is utilized for irrigation purposes as well. Recently Meyer 
Hankin, of Mosa>w, donated 50,000 francs ($10,000.00) to build a new 
syni^;ogue two stories hi^, the upper story to be utilized as a Beth Am 
(Town Hall), a Hebrew school and library. 

The village is surrounded by a forest of almonds and vineyards. The 
houses are situated upon a hill and from the windows the G)lcmies of 
Rishon, Ekron and Nes Zionah can be distinctly seen. The health con< 
ditions of the colcmy are excellent 

About forty per cent, of the gross receipts is profit, which is usually 
about 40,000 francs ($8000.00). 

The colonists here are practically occupied all through the year. Plough- 
ing b^ns in October and sowing continues to the end of March. Harvest 
be^ns in May, lasting seven or eight weeks. Tlien comes the threshing 
season, lasting until the middle of Augfust, or the time when vintage com- 
mences, the latter continuing until the end of September, when it is time 
to plough again. For, unlike other colonies in Judea, Ghedera is blessed 
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■with a mixed crop, willi bread as well as vrith wine,— thus the "blessings 
oi God" resting on the colony: "And the threshing shall reach until the 
vintage, and the vint^e into the sowii^^ time." " 

The early settlers of Katra were members of the Bilu organization, 
IBOst of whom were university students. The sudden' outpourii^ of anti- 
Jewish hatred in 1882 struck, as lightning in a dear day, the cultural 
element of Jiussian Jewry who thought themselves to be thoroughly secure 
in Russia and who placed too much reliance on Russian humanitartanism. 
The misfortunes that befell their peojrfe suddenly aroused the Jewish con- 
sciousness of many of these students and they began to realize that in 
spite of their devotion to Russia they were not regarded as Russians. 
Once they regained their Jewish consciousness they determined to fight 
their own battles as Jews. A number of these students placed themselves 
at the head of an organization named "Bilu," the initial letters of the 
Hebrew phrase, "House of Jacob, come and let us go," to which many of 
the cultured youth of Russian Jewry were soon attracted. 

Ninety of these young men came to Palestine in the summer of 1882, 
inspired with the idea of founding a co-operative agricultural ctJony, These 
youths in their enthusiasm foi^t, however, that Palestine had very little 
work to offer them, and that those who were brought up in the schools were 
not a match for Arab labor. 

But these men were not of the type to be discouraged by reverses or 
•disappointments. They were glad to accept the hardest labor, such as dig- 
ging ditches, carrying stones, or working as farm hands, in order to gain 
a scanty livelihood; but even hard labor was difficult to obtain in those 
days in Jaffa. Two long years passed without any hope of becoming tillers 
of their own s<m1. A number of Biluites, whose power qf resistance was 
not strong enough, left Palestine altogether. Some few dismissed from their 
minds the idea of becoming farmers and took up other vocations. On the 
2Sth day of Kislev, 5645 (1884), through the efforts of Yechiel Michael 
Rnes, they became the possessors of 3246 D. land in kephr Katra. One- 
fifth of the land was soon purchased by a few private families frtmi Rus- 
sia." As soon as the land was purchased, eight members of the "Bilu" 
group were settled there. The land was badly neglected. Only a small 
part of the land was suitable for agricultural purposes. It was also out 
of the way of the other settlements and far from Gaza, its county seat. 

■■ Tb« land at E«tn wai tormarlT tbe pNp«rt7 of tbe Cboivrel ZlolL Bociet; of Parts 
■Dd waa pnrchaKd bjr T. H. Pine* for tDotbsi aodetr. but tbat aoclctr later backed oat and 
H. Pine* IndDiwd Um Hotst*! Zloa to nenra Um laad la Katn for tlM "BUn" cronp. 
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To reach diere with a wagon was almost impossible in winter as the Vadies 
were full oSf water, the country around was wild. They began to put up 
a bam (for themselves and for their cattle, but, owing to the treachery of 
their Arab neighbors who reported to the Government that they were 
building an arsenal, they were not allowed to con4>lete the building. There 
were no trees, no houses and no wells. The natives, as soon as they dis- 
covered that their foreign neighbors were poor, refused to permit them 
the use of their wells, and the poor idealists were compelled to drink the 
water from stagnant porfs. It totdc three years before the "Baron" was 
induced to provide them with good water. He presented them with a 
well which they named "The Well of Benjamin." 

Their joy at becoming fanners in Palestine brightraied their spirits 
^d gave them new energy. The task of building the colony began lin 
earnest. They commenced clearing away stones, digging for foundations, 
hewing rocks, sawing beams, and as soon as they got permission from 
the authorities they began to erect shelters from the heat of the summer, 
and protections from the rain of the winter. 

They proceeded with much deliberation, but unfortunately with little 
technical skill. At first some progress was made, but sickness, misfortune 
and want handicapped them. 

They did not possess sufficient land suitable for agriculture and when 
they were fortunate enough to have sowed the fields, their hostile neigh- 
bors drove their horses and cattle upon these fieldsanddestroyedthecrops. 
At one time in the winter of 1890, they decided to put a stop to Arab 
treachery. They captured 'the intruding cattle and demanded a rans<nn 
from their owner. Instead of paying they made a night attack on the 
colony. Although the colonists succeeded in their counter-attacks, driving 
off much superior forces, they lost in the engagement one of their com- 
rades (Israel Reisman), who fell at the hands of an assassin. This event 
would have discouraged any other settlers. But these young dreamers 
were prepared if need be to die for the rejuvenation of their country." 

The yield of the crops was entirely inadequate to their needs. Skilled 
agriculturists whose counsel was indispensable could not be hired ; the out- 
look became in alt respects gloomy. Vet these idealists were not dismayed, 
few they sought neither wealth nor luxuries. They rather welcomed hard- 
ship, and as long as they could keep body and soul together they con- 
sidered themselves happy in their new life. 

One of these pioneers, faking of olden times, expressed himself 

» BanUal HHabOoali. ToL XZVIII. p. 474. 
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thus : "I never -'felt so thorougbly contented as when my friend and I 
met together in our little stone hut after a day's hard toil. The settlement 
then was in a stage of transition between wilderness and so-called col<Hiy. 
The appearance of the settlement was most repulsive and disheartening. 
In one end was a clump of trees and in another a patch c^ soil newly and 
clumsily planted, here were a couple of huge piles of stones collected from 
the field, and there some mud houses. Beyond the village, on one hilt, were 
our headquarters and on the opposite hill the black tents of the Bedouin 
camps. Near our camp was one of our men ploughing, and at some dis- 
tance a mounted shepherd armed to the teeth, was runnii^ to and fro to 
head off straying cattle. "We were city dwellers," he continued, "used to 
dty life, and our removal to a wilderness meant more to us than all the 
hardships we endured. Yes I It was Ahe idea tha( we were building a 
social structure for our brethren, meant to last for all time, and houses 
where we could at 'least hope to pass the years of our natural life, that 
supplied us constantly with fresh energy to continue the work we started. 
It was the unselfish, deeply rooted idealism 'and intense love for the 
land that stimulated the desire in my friends to carry out the plan." " 

In the lyear 1892 the Colony had only fifteen families, consistit^ of 
fifty-five persons receiving assistance from Russian Zionists. A year after 
twenty families from Southern Russia settled here, the entire popula- 
tion consisted of 130 persons. This increase in membership of the 
colony instilled new life in the older settlers. The interest shown in the 
colony by the Jewish Colonization Association, who granted them loans 
on their property, promoted its development considerably.'* 

Now, Ghedera is considered the most successful colony in Judea. The 
founders who are growing old have the satisfaction that they have at last 
realized the aspirations of their youth of becoming a free people in the 
land of their ancestors. They believe that they have built a.'pcrmanent 
structure which will reflect honor and credit on themselves and their pos- 
terity and which will serve as an example to succeeding generations to live 
a life of perseverance and seH-denial, and to labor for the, general interest 
of the Jewish people. 

This colony should indeed be named "Bilu," a name that embodies 
the splendid heroism, the strong character and patriotism of its founders. 

A few words about the Bilu Society. Tlie "Bilu" oi^:anization was 

" In 1861 tbe Hoverel ZIod pn)«ld«4 tbem with neecsiary IrapleineDta and boraea kud 
tdTiDced each one with 1 franc* weekly. Tbejr ouda an eitn allowance for the pnrpoae «f 

flantlDK Tinea on the aoll of Katra, but wbea tb« grapea ripened ther fooDd no maiket. 
1 ISM tber iolned tha Wine Syndicate and tbelr prodacta tor tbe Drat tint* foond m. 
profitable market. 

" In leor new arable land waa added to their colony by tbe Oenlah OrsulatUon. 
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formed in 1SS2 by a circle of twenty-five students of the University of 
Charkov. They were convinced that a permanent solution of the Jewish 
problem can only be brought about by the settlement of the Jews in Pal- 
estine and therefore took as their motto'*' "House of Jacob, come ye and let 
us walk." 

In a call issued to the Jewish students of Russia they declared that 
"Not in civilization nor in Jewish philanthropy lies the salvation of Israel. 
The Antisemites will always find their weapons, and charity at most can 
only do away with some physical ills. The remedy must ibe a different 

one than hitherto prescribed for Israel It must be administered 

by the Jews themselves. . . . The Jewish consdence should be aroused 
and the love for Zion dormant for nineteen centuries must be awakened. 
. . . . Everything in Galuth should be sacrificed in order to give Pal- 
estine the best service. . . ." 

About twenty of these students toured the Russian Pale to preach the 
New Gospel and made converts wherever they passed. Their influence 
was particularly marked upon students of the Yeshibah, who joined the 
ranks of the Bilu by the hundreds. It was something new in the Lithuan- 
ian cities to see clean shaven young men, who hardly could speak Yiddish, 
permitted to address audiences in ultra-Orthodox Synagogues. 

In a few months they enrolled 525 members in their oiganization. 
Their activities did not stop with propaganda. They were also the fore- 
runners of political Ztcmism. While one group betoc^ themselves to Pales- 
tine another opened offices in Odessa and Constantinople." 

The good offices of Osman Pasha, who was well known in Charkov 
as a prisoner of war, were obtained. He gave them introductions to the 
Grand Vizier and other high dignitaries of Constantinople. Even the Iron 
Cliancellor Fuerst \^on Bismarck was approached. The late Rabbi Hildes- 
heimer was the intermediary, and it is said that the German Chancellor 
promised to intervene in their behalf with the Sublime Porte.'" 

Sir Lawrence Oliphant, who was in Constantinople at that time on a 
diplomatic mission, also promised to use his prestige and influence with the 
Turkish Government, and at one time the managers of the Bilu were con- 
fident that they had gained a diplomatic victory". 

The result of these negotiations was the well-known "irade" that pro- 
hibited selling land to Russian and Roumanian Jews. 

" WoKhod, 1888, No. 32. 
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THE LAND OF THE PHIUSTINES. 

If diere is any regret still lingering in my memory in comwction with 
my travels through the land of Israel, it is my not having been able to visit 
the Jewish village of El Ka^tine, or, as it is more OMnmonly called by its 
Hebrew name, "Beer Tobiah." 

I have used the word "village" advisedly, for Beer Tobiah is said to 
be the <Hily settlement that has the appearance ot an agricultural village,, 
and that was the very reason I was eager to see it The building are 
reported to be typical farm houses consistii^ of 1<^ or frame structures. 
The settlers are real peasants, and the genera! environments of El Kastine 
are rural in the strict sense of the word, in contradistinction to the other 
colonies that are built on a city plan. 

Beer Tobiah is situated eight miles trom Katra, and is further south 
than any other of the Judean colonies. The road is bad and transporta- 
tion is slow. If we had gone there we would have been obliged to stay 
for the night. To this Ibrahim objected. He, hdding a time-piece in his 
hand, pleaded with us to cut out that village, if we wished to make Jerusa- 
lem for the Sabbath. According to Ibrahim it was late in the afternoon. 
His podcet watch indicated that it was lo P. M., equivalent to 4 P. M. 
European tinie.' 

We were, therefore, compelled to follow the reasoning of Ibrahim and 

hurry towards the Holy Gty by way of Ekron, and towards the end of one 

hour's ride from Katra on a hilly road which was a loose mass of angular 

stones from two to six inches in diameter we descended the last slope and 

came suddenly upon a most picturesque and delightful spot. The country 

all around bore a prosperous appearance. Ripe or newly reaped grain 

iields shimmering in the hot summer sun, here and there relieved by green 

areas of durah and millet or concealed under a dark cover of olive groves, 

bespoke the fertility of the old Philistine soil, 

' Tba PtleatlDlKD peaMDt follawi tli« lame metbad o[ rmlciilattli( tlnM as tb« mnHeot 
H«brcira. H* reckoDi the tiuiB with refeTBii(« to amiael, which he cklla 12 o'clock. iDd If 
the aan mU at 6 o'clock Baropein atTlc, T o'clock In tb« evealDB would be 1 P. M. accordlnir 
to inti itrle. Th« two metboda of time keeplDg- are known as Arable and FraDjl. 
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The red roofs of Ekron, or, as it is sometimes called, "Mazkereth 
Bathiah" — ^after the mother of the benevolent founder — were seen peeping 
through the foliage of a mass of trees. We soon came to the historic vil- 
lage Ekron (Akier). We left Ibrahim to feed his "kheil" (horses), and 
in charge of a school teacher on whose card was engraved Samuel Ben 
Sabbath we were escorted to see the colony. 

The main street presented a bustling and rather novel aspect. Belated 
husbandnKn were carrying their sheave-laden carts to the threshing floor. 
Donkeys walkit^ on the public highways, annoyed by boys and dogs, the 
latter apparently having a natural affinity for donkeys' tails ; goats, locking 
horns, surrounded by enthusiastic partisans of the two ccMnbatants, a camel 
kneeling majestically in the centre of the street, disturbed by marauding 
hens which lodged on his back picking grains from a large sack ; hornless 
cows and heavy-tailed sheep crowding the doorways undisturbed ; and num- 
erous domestic fowls flying frqm roof to roof and following us as we 
walked down the street, presumably knowing that we were strangers. 

Indeed, even the ancient God of Ekron, "Baal Zebub" (the God 
of Flies)* had graced us with his attention, for he sent regiments of peculiar 
looking flies as our bodyguards. 

While we were observing these novel sights, suddenly people from 
every direction filled the public thoroughfares ; men, w<Mnen and children 
rushed towards the tlireshing floor, followed or preceded by Aogs, donkeys, 
goats and a menagerie of other living creatures. Our learned guide, inquir- 
ing as to the cause of the excitement, was informed that a serious mishap 
had just occurred on the threshii^ floor. An Arab boy was killed by a 
horse. 

Indeed, the panic caused here among the Philistines of old by the 
pestilence, which was visited upon them for capturing the holy ark* could 
not have been more pronounced. Arabs from the neighboring beleds (vil- 
lages) hurried towards the scene from every direction, weeping, wailing, 
tearing their clothes and otherwise manifesting grief for the loss of their 
kinsman — a remarkable trait in the modem Arab which was so character- 
istic of the ancient Hebrew race, traces of which still persist in the Jews 
of Eastern Europe and Asia. 

The Semitic race from early times had a marvelous propensity to 
weep and to pour out floods of tears. Grief was manifested by tearing the 
hair, rending tke clothes, and sprinkling dust uptMi the hair. "Rend your 



-c by Google 



EKRON 91 

clothing," sud David to Joab, "and gird you with sack cloth, and mourn 
before Abner"*. "I am weary with my groaning'," lamented David; "all 
the nif^t make I my bed to swim ; I water my couch with my tears.'' He 
often wept over his own sins, over his enemies, over Saul and over his own 
son Absalom, as well as over the loss (A his friend Jonathan. Jeremiah 
mourned, "Oh, that ray head were vraters, and mine eyes a fountain of 
tears, diat I might weep day and night for the slain dai^ters of my 
people." 

I am informed that the old Hebrew custom of hiring mourners is yet 
in vogue among the Palestinian Arabs as it was among their Israelitish 
predecessors. "Cbnsider ye," exclaimed Jeremiah, "and call for the mourn- 
ing women that they may come- and start a wajling for us that our eyes 
may run down with tears, and our eyelids gush out with water."" 

As evidence of lasting grief after the demise of a friend, the ancient 
Semites endeavored to preserve the tears shed from visiting friends in 
vessels (lachrymatories) ; these were placedin thesepulchresof thedead. In 
some instances the names of the weeping friends were engraved on these 
tear, bottles. Such lachrymatories are found diroughout Palestine and 
Egypt in ancient tombs. Thus, said David,' "Put thou my tears in thy bot- 
tle; are they not in thy book?" 

Funerals are particularly a sad spectacle in the East. Moumii^ 
women, draped in white, whose calling is to stimulate tears througfi sad 
remarks and endearing expressions, head the funeral procession. 

Fortunately for the Ekronites, the violent death of the Arah boy 
occurred in the presence of many Arab eye-witnesses, and thus a real panic 
was avoided. 

The modem Arab still adheres to the Biblical "Lex Talionis." In 
cases of homicide he is always ready to take the law into his own hands 
and avenge his dear friend's blood. Revenge in such cases has been recog- 
nized among Semitic races as a duty from time immemorial. Not only is 
the avenging of death a personal matter with the Arabs, but it is a moral 
duty among some tribes to obtain vengeance for the murderous act. 

Frequently, fong and bloody battles arise among different tribes. 
Innocent blood in the opinion of the native Palestinian, as of the Hebrew 
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of old, caimot be redeemed with money. "He that tdtlcth any man shall 
surely be put to death. "*■■ 

The modern Arab differs, however, from the anciem Hebrew in the 
fact that, according to die Arab, the avenger of blood (Goel Hadam) is 
expected to be executioner.'* Even accidental homicide is placed by the 
natives on the same footing as premeditated murder, since the real cause 
of the killing is often undeterminable and the problem as to who is going 
to investigate is vexatious." The Bedouins will not even take the 
trouble to discover the real aggressor. They will take any member of 
the tribe, or if this be not known any man from the village where the 
murder was committed.'^ Such instances are not urxommon in the 
Jewish colonies, particularly of Galilee; many innocent lives have been 
lost in consequence of a slain native being found in the vicinity of ai 
Jewish colony. One therefore is not surprised to hear that such a case 
would cause a great deal of anxiety among the colonists of Ekron. 

We were assured, however, by several mountain Jews of Caucasia, 
who were patrolling the streets with firearms about them, that this accident 
would cause no trouble. 

We left the scene of excitement, and under the guidance oP the teacher 
" we went to the public garden". 

In the centre of the garden is situated a large well that circulates 
water by means of clay or iron tubes to every part of the giove. This 
garden is the common property of the colonists. 

Ekron ts the iirst Jewish colony that engaged in the cultivation of 
olives. Some olive trees there are twenty-nine years old; 30,000 of such 
trees are said to be planted in and about the cdony. 

Ekron, etymolt^cally speaking, means barren, but whatever the soil 
was in the Philistine days, modem Ekron is fertile and the soil is especially 
suited for the cultivation of cereals, such as wheat, barley and sesame. 
Over 2000 D. land is being cultivated with wheat, netting a profit of 
$25,745; about 1,800 D. with sesame, and 1,730 D. with vine, olives, 

'Gen. 11:6. 

* The IfDcb law In (ome ot onr Soatbern BtnCes probablr orlBlaaM from tl>e lam* 

••Num. XXXV; IB. 
"Num. XXXV: 13. 
"Deut. 1x1:1-2. 

" CftUad "Balan." Tbln HBOie for oranse Krove Ib derlred from the Arabic word "Blceb," 
m well. 
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T33 HAGIGAK IN RSCHOBOTH 
A^in I will build thee... O virgin of Israel : them shall, again lie nilcirned 
with thy tabrets. and shall go forth in the dancas of thsm tbat make 
merry." (Jer. XXXI :4). 

(See Page 75) 



A PILGRIMAGE TO THE FESTIVAL OF REKHODOTH 
"Return O virgin of Israel, Iteturn to these thy cltii-s. ij,-i. ,>..v.vl :•> 

(See Page 75) 
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AT THE VILLAGE GARDEN RISHON L'ZION 

(See Page 49) 
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alnxmds and eucal3rptus trees. Among other crops iray be mentioned 
barley, durah, millet and lentils, as well as a large variety of vegetables. 

Owing to the splendid pasture Ekton has the reputation of having the 
best cattle in Judea, and the supply of milk far exceeds its local market. 
Poultry raising is another industry the Ekronites are engaged in. Poultry 
and eggs are sent to the Jerusalem market 

In general appearance Ekron varies little from the colonies described 
in the previous chapters. The houses here are small stone 
multiformed structures, some of which are close t<^ther under one roof. 
A few of these residences were originally built as stables, because no per- 
mit could be obtained from the Turkish government for the building of 
houses, and when permission was granted they were transformed into resi- 
dences. These houses are well shaded with eucalyptus and mulberry trees. 

Ekron occupies an area of 10,000 D. land, upon which resides a popu- 
lation of 323 souls divided into 46 families. A few years ago twelve fami- 
lies from Caucasia settled there (mountain Jews). These men are said to 
be the terror of the Arabs in the neighborhood. They are always armed 
to the teeth. 

The finest structure in the colony is the schoolhouse, known as Beth 
Hasefer. It is literally concealed in a forest of trees and shrubbery and 
surrounded by a large pla^jTound. This public school has a staff of five 
teachers, two of whom are women, and about eighty pupils." 

The language is Hebrew, and the school differs but little from those of 
the other colonies in program or method." The synagt^ue is a close neigh- 
bor of the school and is also used as a Talmud Torah, where instruction in 
Biblical and religious matters is given in Yiddish. The public school is 
entirely maintained by the Jewish Colonization Association, while the Tal- 
mud Torah gets its support from a Frankfort oi^nization." 

The pioneer settlers of Ekron, unlike the settlers of other colonies,, 
were not idealists. They were brought here by the order of the "Baron" 
because they were practical farmers. As a rule they are simple folks,, 
pious, and scrupulous on reli^ous matters. Many would not trust their 
children to the Beth Hasefer, where .secular subjects are taught. 

Of the five Philistine cities enumerated in the Bible: Gaza, Askalon,. 
Ashdod, Gath and Ekron, the last was in close relation with the Judean 

"Tbe klndcrEirten ai^commodBtei 30 children, and fn tbs mmod Tortli 47 chlMreil— 
M bo^a and IT glrla— recelTe a rallKloiia education. 
»Sm "RliboD." 
"I waa aDrprlsed to find the SncUab Unraaca on tba piosmn of the Talmud Tonih. 
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dties situated on th« northern frontier of I^listia in the vale of Sorek, 
<Wady es Surar)" ^ through which a road passes to Jerusalem ; and south- 
ivest about four miles away <mi a green hill, the vill^e of Jabne is con- 
spicuous. Seeing this wretched mass of mud hovels that constitute (he 
present village, one is deeply moved by the thou^t that here, under the 
leadership of Bar Kochba (Son of the Star), the last Jewish insurrection 
against the Romans was planned, when the head of the Rabbinical 
School of Jabne, was among the leaders of the revc^utionary movement. 
It was this now insignificant village that — after the Holy Gty was captured 
(in "the War of Vespasian") and destroyed by Titus — became the centre 
of Jewish thought and learning. Alas ! No vestige is left of the former cixy 
exrapt one small ruin, "Ruis el Yehud," which is said to be a relic from 
the days of Ben Zakkai. The Greek geographer Strabo, who lived shortly 
before the destruction of the Temple by Titus, testifies that this place only 
produced 40,000 soldiers. The population must have been dase to 400,000". 
Aider or modem Ekron was discovered half a century ago by Dr. Rob- 
inson. The modem village has very little in common with the ancient Phil- 
istine stronghold.. Nothii^ is left of the city walls or of the temjdes of 
the gods Dagon and Baal Zebub, 

But while it cannot boast of magnificent architectural monuments, the 
modem Jewish colony may taltt pride in its splendid gardens, its rich fields 
and its excellent pasture lands which were conquered not at the point of 
the sword but through self-sacrifice and wonderful perseverance. 

In the year 18S3 the late Rabbi Samuel Mohiliver, of Byatostok, 
assisted by the late Rabbi Zadoc Kahn and Michael Erlanger, received the 
consent of Baron Edmond de Rothschild to establish a new colony of Rus- 
sian Jews in Palestine, provided he could find ten skilled agriculturists who 
would be willing to settle in Palestine. The task of securing the proper 
men was assigned to Yechiel Brill, editor of the Lebanon, who was then 
in Paris on a similar mission^. He discovered in a small town in the gov- 
ernment of Grodno, Russia, a body of men that met the requirements and 
he placed himself at the head of an expedition to Palestine. On the tenth 
day of December, 1883, after a troublesome journey, they arrived in Jaffa. 
For over a year they worked as day laborers in Mikveh Yisrael. When 
they had grown accustomed to the new conditions, a tract of 2,860 D. of 

" Jndgei zt) a. 

» After DkTld'i Tletoir i)t«t Go1l*tb In Wad 

BkraiL Buiebtna and Jeroma dMcritw Bkroc a ._ 

Tamnla taward* tlM an. (BoUomd, ToL II, p. 22S.) 

■•Btrabo. Vol II, 828. 
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land was secured for them in the krfr Alder, or Ekron._ At iirst they 
operated their land oa a co-<^>eratiTe basis, but they soon discovered that 
tt was not practical. The colony suffered frcon neglect One depended upon 
the other to do the work. They then divided the land among the eleven 
families that constituted the population, each one receiving 220 D. of land. 
(240 D. was set aside for buildings and other communal purposes.) 

The Ijtnd soon became inadequate to maintain the settled population. 
Grown-up sons and married daughters had to be provided with land. The 
new sub-division reduced the portion of land for a family to 100 D., which 
was not sufficient to yield a livelihood. They made a request for more land, 
but instead of granting this demand, the administration, which was then 
governed by M. Alfonso Bloch, added seven Roumanian families to the 
colony. This action strained the relations between the colonists and the 
management, but did not discourage the Ekrtmites. They worked with 
greater zeal almost day and night to make the soil yield bread for their 
famiUes. 

The management was soon convinced that the demand was a just one 
and purchased 1,000 D. land more. The last addition, however, was not of 
much benefit. The soil was sandy, not suitable for agricultural pursuits, 
and too far away from the cokmy. They therefore renewed their demand 
for 3,000 D. more land in the vicinity of the colony. The new proposition 
was not agreeable to the administration, and as a reply notice was served 
on the colonists that the management would rather place them on a basis 
of wage-earners and operate the land as a whole from the office of the 
administration. This counter proposition angered the dissatisfied fanners 
to the extreme ; for when they were removed from their homesteads in 
Russia, it was with a distinct understanding that they would be provided 
with sufficient land. They certainly had not intended to come here and 
work as farmhands. They summoned Herr Bloch before the Rabbis of 
Jerusalem. The Rabbinical decisi<Mi was in favor of the colonists ; that the 
administration had no right to deprive them of the land they were prom- 
ised. 

This decision did not convince Herr Bloch that more land was needed. 
He was of the opinion that agriculture would not pay in Palestine, and 
unless they occupied themselves with fruit culture, there could be no i«'os- 
pects for material improvements. 

Then the year 5649 (1888-89), the Sabbatical year, came. The Ekon- 
ites, who were religiously inclined were influenced by the Rabbis of Jeru- 
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salem to obeserve ShemiUh (to leave the land fallow for a year). This ac- 
tion destroyed all the labors of many years, and placed the several families 
in a dependent and pitiful conditio. They were literally on the verge of 
starvation and were compelled to make concessions and yield to the demands 
of the administration in order to save their families. They were willing to 
change the com fields into groves of apricots, almonds, mulberry and olive 
trees. But the change was to be effected independently of individual land- 
marks, and the colonists were to be paid as supervising workmen— a condi- 
tion which it was impossible for them to accept and which became the bone 
of contention between both sides. They would not give up their title to the 
land ; consequently unpleasantness, quarrel and strife reigned in the colony. 
In the latter part of 1891 orders were issued from the office of the adminis- 
tration not to pay attention to individual landmarks, nor even to the houses 
of the colonists ; the entire colony must be operated independent of rights 
or title of the settlers, and anyone refusing to obey the order of the admin- 
istration would have no claim for assistance. Such an order, as mi^t be 
expected, aroused the ire of some settlers, which resulted in acts of violence. 
Herr Brill, supervisor of Ekron, was driven out from the colony, and his 
office was nailed up. The action of the colonists was not well advised, for 
in retort militia was brought from Jaffa and all the colonists were ousted 
from their homesteads and brought handcuffed to Jaffa. Herr Brill evi- 
dently had not considered the demoralizing effect such an act would have 
upon the Jews all over the world. 

About one-fifth of the expelled Ekronites, including men, women and 
children, left for Egypt and would not submit to the will of the adminis- 
tration. The others, after much argument and persuasion, yielded to the 
advices of friends and returned to the colony. 

Not until the year when the administration passed over to the Jewish 
Colonization Association was peace restored. The land was again divided, 
each family receiving from 100 to 150 D., according to the size of the house- 
hold. Since 1904 the "Ika" has withheld assistance from the Ekronites, 
and they rely upon their own resources. 

There are a few things, however, that block the way to real progress, 
namely, the "Osher" (the high government tax), the exorbitant interest 
they are compelled to pay to the Arab money lenders of the village Akier, 
and the old debts to the "Ika," which they are required to pay off in yearly 
installments and over which much tmpleasantness occasionally arises. An 
agrarian bank would be the' only solution to these perplexing difficulties. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 
THE LAND OF OLIVES 

The shortest road friMn Ekron to the Judean Mountains and thence tw 
Jerusalem is through the Vady es Surar, or vale of Sorek. This valley 
begins four miles southeast of Ekron and terminates in a great basin at a 
distance of sixteen miles with the low hills of Judea*. 

The little Bulgarian Jewish colony, Artuff, is in the centre of the 
basin. Sura (Zorah), the birthplace of Samson, and Eshua (Eshtaol) are 
on a slc^ to tiie north, and Ein Shemcsh^ (Beth Shemesh) is in the south'. 

The entire territory is pregnant with historical reminiscences. There 
"The child Sanson grew up and the Lord blessed him, and the spirit of 
the Lord began to move him in the camp of Dan between Zorah and 
Eshtaol." * 

The entire valley, as seen from the villages of the Judean hill, is as 
fertile today as in the days of yore. All over are fields of com and ohve 
groves, the broad brook of Rubin and its tributary pebbly streams, screened 
by walls of oleanders, arc seen, and beyond is the Philistine Plain with its 
mites of com and pasture lands studded with milliards of wild flowers. 
Along this picturesque valley of Sorek we were pursuing our course to 
Hul(& where the Jewish NaticMial Fund has planted a lai^ olive grove 
in memory of the late Theodore Herzl. We emerged from the com nelds 
of Ekron, passed the ruins of Beitfar. The road became uneven, full of 
steep hills and deep ravines. Going down these deep holes in a carriage, 
one has the sensation oi sliding down the "Shoot the Chutes" of our Ameri- 
can pleasure parks. I confess that these up and down shakes give little 
enjoyment, even to loyal Zionists. We were glad to reach the last slope 
where the village of Hulda was situated. 

It was late in the afternoon. The rich glow of the golden sun as it 
set on the Judean mountains, was an inspiring si^t, even the blue hills 
of the east and north appeared to have enjoyed the reflection of the settii^ 
sun. 

Ibrahim, like Eliezer, stopped at the village well to give drink to his 
animals, and "the daughters of the men of the city came out to draw 
water."" 

■AooordiiiK to BoblD«on, It piMM obllqodj Into tba Ma (Boblnion, ToL II, p. 22T). 
•Joib. XIX :U. 

■ In comtDK from Ekron to Bctb Bbcmeib wc rollow tbe Hborteat wiy to the Jndean 
moaDtalni. It !■ tb« road Uksn bj tbc cart on wblch the Ark irai nnt back (I &im. t:10; 

•Jndcei zlll;3*. 
•Oen. XXIV: U. 
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Two Rebeccas came down the village hill carryii^ large jars on their 
heads, and when they filled these vessels with water, others came, and still 
others. I watched with great interest the procession of these quiet and 
erect figures clothed in their faded draperies oC all colors, with the large 
jars on their heads, walkii^ towards the sunset Their erect carriage and 
graceful gait rendered them attractive, at least from a distance. 

The native women of Hulda, by what we saw, deserved our respectful 
admiration, for they did not stop to gossip at the well as is customary. 
Neither did they stare at us, nor did they send their young ones to us for 
"Bakshish." They simiJy passed us, smiling a friendly welcome. 

The women here made no attempt to veil their faces as is customary 
in Palestinian towns. The faces of some were disfigured with tatooed 
signs of circles, stars and lines in dark blue color. 

Their gowns were straight and long, of white or blue color, and had 
a. red band passing diagonally frwn the shoulder around the waist to the 
skirt. The red girdles and white shawls covering their heads, completed 
their costumes. While these damsels were parading to and from the well, 
a number of male inhabitants were departing on horseback from the vil- 
lage, each clothed in an "Abba," a black horse hair coil on his head, with 
antiquated rifle on his back. They appeared like warriors as they galloped 
down the hill. They evidently went to bring the cattle home from the 
fields, <fior when we returned a large herd was coming in and a cloud of 
dust marked its progress. 

The cattle of Palestine, as a rule, are small, and decidedly inferior 
to those of America. The cause undoubtedly lies in the scanty pasture land 
of a country laid waste for many centuries by frequent wars and bad 
government The cattle of Hulda, however, were in a fairly good con- 
dition. The coming in of the cattle caused a good deal of merriment to the 
little children who rushed out to meet them, each one running for its pet 
Iamb or colt 

A most pleasant spectacle is to watch under the brilliant and clear 
sky of Palestine a flock of white sheep as they spread over the green mead- 
ows, running and frolicking around the well, the shepherd in the centre 
of the flock playing on his flute and keeping watch over them; a picture 
so well painted by the Shepherd King— "The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall 
not want. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures, and leadeth me 
beside the still waters." ' 
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W« walked up the biU where the Herzl grove was to be. There was 
nothing there except a building in process of erection, and on the 
slope of the hill was a nursery for young olives that were to be transplanted 
in the "Herzl Wald." Herr Giller, the contractor, was kind enougli to 
show us the plans of the National Fund stnicture, a beautiful edifice of 
white limestone two stories high; the lower one was to be used as an 
office and as a lodging place for laborers, the upper one to be occupied 
as a botanical laboratory. 

The soil of the prospective grove was stony, said to be good for olive 
culture. The plot extends from the village of Hulda to the Jaffa- Jerusalem 
Railroad tracks and contains ahogether about 2000 D. The Herzl Wald, 
when all planted with olive trees, will offer a livelihood to many Jewish 
laborers. Thanks to the untiring energy of Herr W., the present agri- 
cultural expert who is the supervisor of the grove, many thousands of 
olive trees are being jdanted there in memory of the Zionist leader by as 
many of his admirers. {Note 8.)- 

The price of plantit^ a tree is one dollar and a half. 
This and a similar grove at Lydda are under the aame management ; 
both bear the name, "Ben Shemen." 

The Jewish National Fund, through its genial and devoted agent, 
Herr Wilkanski, makes every effort to promote fellowship and to implant 
a real Jewish spirit among the inmates of "Ben Shemen," and out of the 
hitherto untrained "Galuth Youths" a Jewish peasantry of men and 
women, is being developed, who ai*e becoming splendid farmers. 

A good deal of the time is devoted to olive culture experiments, for 
next to the vine, Palestinians depend in a great measure for their livelihood 
upon the products of the olive tree. From time immemorial, this tree has 
been abundantly cultivated in Palestine. In most instances the tree is not 
planted, but grows spontaneously among the bushes which cover extensive 
portions of the country. The soil and climate seem to be highly favorable 
for its cultivation, and its output in modem as well as in ancient times has 
not only supplied their own wants, but also enaUed them to export large 
quantities of olives to other lands. Indeed, Palestine is "a land of dives." 
The olive tree needs little attention, aside from annually plowing the 
ground whereon it grows. The produce is very remunerative, for a lat^e 
tree in a good season will yield as much as fifteen gallons of oil. The oil 
of Palestinian olives is considered the best in the market, and would be 
retailed in America at one dollar a quart, the market price of California or 
Italian oils. ' r , 
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In the East oHve oil is an indispensable article of food and is a substi- 
tute for bi tter. The finest olives are not only cultivated for the oil, but also 
are used as food. The Palestkiian peasant is in the habit of taking several 
olives between two slices of bread and making a meal out of it Olive oil 
is also used for illumination, as well as in the manufacture of the best soap. 
The wood of the olive tree has always been in demand. It is a light reddish 
wood, irregularly grained, hard but not heavy, and is used for ornamental 
carved work. Various articles, made by the Jerusalem Jews of olive wood, 
find a sale among tourists, as souvenirs. One, therefore, is not surprised 
that strong efforts are being mad? to introduce the olive tree into the Jewish 
colonies. 

It was dark when we left Hulda. It was a beautiful evenii^ ; the air 
was saturated with the perfumes of numberless blooming flowers, and 
freshly att grass and grain. We passed many Arab villages, at the gates 
of which men were sitting cross-legged, chatting and smoking the Nar^i- 
leh. This graceful object in front of the smokers made them in this posi- 
tion appear as though they were worshipping idols. 

On our return we did not heed the rattling and rumbling of Ibrahim's 
vehicle. Ibrahim had gained our confidence as an expert driver; further- 
more, a minor infelicity was not strong enough to spoil the delight and 
inspiration this evening trip had given us. 

To indulge in song, however, was impossible, the jotting of the vehicle 
beii^ so marked that it was difficult to utter a sound or even to comment 
on the refreshing breeze. We soon reached the olive orchards of Ramleh, 
and through these famous orchards which are also rich in almonds, pome- 
granates, apricots and other fruit trees, we traveled about an hour. The 
road between these rows of trees is tolerably good, and the passage was cer- 
tainly a memorable one. This grove is said to be the largest in Palestine. 
Some years ago a part of this grove was offered for sale, and Jewish specu- 
lators negotiated to buy it, but could not ^ree on the price. Now the 
value is many times as h^h, and the owners will not sell it. 

It was 9 o'clodc in the evening when we reached Ramleh', We arrai^ed 
for quarters at the German Hotel Reinhard, the only place where one can 
get a clean and comfortable lodging in Ramleh, unless one chooses the 
Franciscan Convent, 



■It li not Ramab, as errooeouilT thoDshC br BenJamlD of Tndcla. wbo ..„„_.^^. .. _,.„ 
the burial place of Samaet tbc prophet and relatee the table of the bones of Samuel tliat 
the Christians have remored to Shilob, wbere they erected a bonse ol worablp (St. Samael). 
See BenJamlD of Tadela. p. ST. Barl; Traveler! In raleitlne, Bobn's Series. 

The founder of Bamleb is Salomon, the son of Abd-Sl-Helek, who bnUt it after Lrdd« 
waa destn>r«4 {TU C. n.). See Robinson, II, p. 238. Bee Aboi Feda Bd. Koliler, p. IV. 
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The supper was piirely vegetarian. I cannot reocJtect how many kinds 
of vegetables were displayed on the table, but it was more than half a 
dozen. Everything was well prepared and was greatly relished by the 
entire party. We heard Ibrahim in the adjoining room uttering several 
times "taiyib, taiyib" (good, good). This was the last time Ibrahim feasted 
with us, for after supper we presented him with a "Bakshish," and he 
departed from as with a farewell greeting, "Humdillah Salamah" (May God 
iveserve you), at the same time touching his right hand tightly to his breast, 
Aen the Hps and then his forehead. 

We were up with early dawn, the bells of the mediaeval convents were 
ringing. Through the window of my room could be seen minarets and 
spires crowded together in this pretty little town with perfect accord. 

On the minaret of the chief mosque (Jami el-Kabir, or white mosque) 
was standing the Muezzin as he was callii^ from that lofty gallery, sum- 
moning men to prayer. His tremulous, wailing voice, once heard, is easily 
recognizable, each phrase of the famous call to prayer being repeated before 
passing to the next. At the conclusion, the entire fonnula is rq>eated in a 
different tune and faster than at first. It runs as follows : 

Allah huakbarl 

La Ilah Ilia Allah: 

Siadnah Mohammed Resoul Allah 

HayahAllahllSalahl 

Hayah Illah II Fallahl 

God is great I 

There is but one God: 

Our Lord Mohammed is His Prophet. 

Come to prayer t 

Come to worship 1 
The effect upon the listener to the call of the Muezzin when heard 
from a distance is a favorable one, and from a Jewish point of view is 
interesting inasmuch as the practice of calling to worship is an old Jewish 
custom still in vogue among Jews of Eastern Europe." 

Did the Mohammedans borrow this from their ancient Jewish neigh- 
bors? 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

THE HOME OF THE HASMONEANS 

I left the hotel before breakfast to get a view of the town, as the train 
for Jerusalem was to pass the station at 7,45 A.M. and I had not much time 
to spare. The early morning sky was clear and -fair, the air was fresh, a 
mild wind blew with the dawn of the day and the sun was rising from 
behind the Mountains of Judah through the vaporous air. From the hedges 
of the cactus plants large transparent beads of dew drops hung sparkling 
like diamonds. 

The wet meadows where the Cross and the Crescent battled for mas- 
tery of the iHoly Land in the days of the Crusades were dotted with red- 
legged storks, and the cheering salutes of song-birds were heard from the 
tops of swaying cypresses. But the most admirable view of Ramleh and 
its environs can best be obtained when looking from the tower of the medi- 
aeval mosque.^ Walking up the winding staircase to the top gallery, one 
finds himself at a height of 500 feet above the sea level, and a remarkable 
panorama presents itself. Toward the south the large olive plantatiofis ; 
toward the north as far as the Carmel stretches out tne beautiful fertile 
plain of Sharon ; to the west, the silvery band of the Mediterranean, and 
to the east the mountains of Judea and Ephraim are clearly seen. 

The plain appeared on that early morning like a sea and the low hills 
like small islands. It was the usual heavy fog that rested on the entire plain. 
This f<^ is brought about by the moist western wind coming from the 
sea to be condensed by the cold air of the night. It is due to this moist 
air that all vegetables do not perish from the intense heat of the day during 
the summer months, frcwn May to October, when there is no rain and the 
sun bums day after day and makes the soil as hard as a rock. This iog 
spreads over miles of the plain, watering the entire surface during the 
night, and is responsible for the fertility of the Sharon. 

With the rise of the sun the mist is transformed into many white clouds, 
that are soon separated as they pass the mountainside and disappear with 
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the increasing heat. Thus sud the Prophet, "For your gpodness is as a 
morning cloud, and as the dew it goes away"*. 

Ramleh, from a Jewbh historical point of view, is of little significance. 
It is of Arabic origin, as its name indicates (Ramleh meaning sandy). 
With the decline of Lydda, Ramleh began to prosper, so that at one time it 
was lai^r than Jerusalem. It experienced the varying fortunes of the 
wars of the Crusades and was twice captured by Saladin. 

For some reason Ramleh never had a Jewish community of any size. 
Twenty-four years ago the Jews of Jerusalem, with the assistance of the 
Society Lmaan Zi<Hi of Germany, established there twenty-five Jewish fami- 
lies, but that settlement was not of long duration. These settlers were not 
accustomed to manual labor, and the German organization would not keep 
them on the pay list, so most of them returned to Jerusalem. A number 
of workingmen who remained in Ramleh were afterward compelled to 
leave because of lack of school facilities. At present there are only a few 
Jewish families, among them a "Shochet," who is also the Hebrew teacher 
to the few children. 

Quite recently an American Jew purchased a tract of cultivated land 
near the railroad station, where he is building a modem house. He also 
contemplates building a hotel on his property. Owing to the fact that Ram- 
leh is situated in the centre of many Jewish colonies andi the colonists come 
here to take the train for Jerusalem, it is destined in the near future to 
become a Jewish centre. 

The present population is about 15,000; of whom 2000 are Christians. 
The orchards around Ramleh, as stated above, are luxuriant ; there also 
are many palm trees. The fields are enclosed by high, impenetrable cactus 
hedges, in which wild pigeons build their nests. The climate is healthy and 
mild, and during the summer months many visitors come here from Jeru- 
salem. 

When I returned to the hotel, I found my friends impatiently waitii^ 
for me, as it was time to get to the railroad station. In about half an hour 
we were on the train. When the train began to pull out from the modest 
little station, I searched my pockets and, to my sorrow, I discovered that 
my purse was gone, and as I had no desire to be a candidate for the 'Halu- 
kah in Jerusalem, I jumped down from the car and hurried to the hotel. I 
found Azizeh, the chambermaid, in my bedroom heading the folder wherein 
traveling checques and some bills were kept. Poor Azizeh had no know- 
ledge of checques and bills, and instead of starting an argument with 
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her which wotild place nw at a disadvantage, I paid her two Bisltks (22 
cents American money). She placed the folder in my hand, saying, "Khud, 
Kattar IHah Kheirak." (Take, God increase your goods.) I was afterward 
informed that if Daud (David), the porter, had gone up to strai^ten my 
room, it would have cost me more than two bisliks, as he knows too much 
about American money. 

I was obliged to remain six hours waiting for the next train for Jeru- 
salem, and I decided to see the historic village Lydda, or Lud, now a rail- 
road station near Ramleh, and in the company of a colonist of Rechoboth I 
reached Lydda in one hour's time". 

Like many other towns in that country, Lydda had seen better days 
in the good old times, but being the most important city on the way to the 
Judean capital, it became a strategic centre for all attacking armies. Lydda, 
therefore, has participated in all the misfortunes of the country due to 
wars and invasions, that culminated in the Babylonion deportation, Mace- 
dtHiian attacks and Roman cruelty. 

Cassius, a Roman general, after having ravaged the country, sold the 
inhabitants of Lydda as slaves ; and Cestius Gallus, the Roman pro-consul 
under Nero, came here from Antipatris, burned the city and then advanced 
on Jerusalem*. The people appear to have been giants. N^emiah calls 
the city "the valley of craftsmen" ("Gei-haharashim"). Of the children of 
the exiles of Lydda, 725 returned from Babylonia^ After the dispersiwi of 
the Judeans and the destruction of Jerusalem, Lydda, like Jabne, became a 
centre of Jewish learning*. Lydda was finally emptied of everything Jew- 
ish and became pagan under the name of Diospolis under Septimius Severus, 
202 C. E.T 

Lydda was a mercantile city, and its merchants (Tagrei Lud) were 
famous in the Talmudic days (curiously enoi^ it has to this day pre- 
served the lai^est cattle market in Palestine). Very little, however, is left 
of the old Jewish metropolis, the few remaining ruins being probably from 
the Roman days. 

Christian tradition has it that Lydda is the birthplace of the patron 

•BaUt b; BenJamlnlCM (I Cbron. 71:12). See rIbo Elra 11:33; Neb. XI:36. 

'Joiepb, B. J., 2:19; 1. Nst lone afUr It •amndered to TeepuUn, Ibid. 

•Etn 11:33; Nehemlab VII : ST. 

•BoblQBon, Vol. II: 248. 

* Hlitoriol Oeograpby of PaleMlnc, p. ISl, b; Otoige Adam Smith. 
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saint of England, St. George." A church of ancient ardiitecture is erected 
over his burial place. 

But despite the ruins that have crept over the country, I have rarely 
witnessed a rural scene more pleasing than that presented in the fields of 
Lydda. The native fellahin have the reputation of being thrifty and indusr 
trious, and the town is surrounded hf groves and orchards. 

Many attenyits have been made to found a Jewish settlement here. 
Some years ago, after the anti- Jewish outbreaks in Russia, the orphans of 
the victims of Kishinev were brought here. A school was built — "Kiryath 
Sefec" (the school city) — under the supervision of Israel Eelkind, but for 
lack of funds it had soon to be given up ; nor did the soap factory and per- 
fume industry (founded by the "Athid" on the National Fund land "Beth 
ArifT') make any headway. The efforts of the National Fund and Bezalel 
Society, however, appear to have been more successful. The first has been 
planting there a large olive grove (Ben Shemen), where eighty Jewish 
young men are steadily occupied, and the second has erected a silver manu- 
facturing establishment where ten Yemenite families find work. It is hoped 
that more work will soon be found on this delightful spot to attract new- 
comers. 

On the top of a hill a few miles east of Lydda are seen some mud and 
stone houses where about one hundred and fifty Arabs reside. They have 
called this village Midieh from father to son, unconscious as usual of any 
historical significance. In l866 a German explorer came to this village and 
spent several days in measuring and studying its site. When he left he 
was convinced that the small mountain of Midieh is the site oif the birth- 
place of the Maccabean family. This place has since generally been recog- 
nized beyond question as "Modin," the home of the Asmoneans. 

Other travelers, Guerin, for example, discovered ruins which appear 
to be those of the famous burial place of the Maccabeans.' Mauss, another 
German traveler, has even made out the burial places in these tombs as 
exactly seven, the number in the Maccabean sepulchre. The rocks showed 
spots on which pyramids formerly stood connected with the original struc- 
ture, as recorded in I Maccabees xiii : 29. Fr^ments of the pyramids were 
found, and other montunents covered with carved emblems of naval and 
military triumphs were also afterward discovered. These tombstones were 
placed b y the last sur\-ivor, Simon Tharsi, for his father, mother and four 

'3S? "'I*' '« '■ aeclared, «■■ a Greek wbo earrled rMlitlanltr to BnsUDi] »bout tbe 

M?T,.7? T^i-Vi ■ ""S-'d to Brrla. Re w«. > ntauncb iIpfeEdei' of tbe peraecutefl Chtl»- 

SSf °" "" ^^''^""^ oX.unctv.rb.s'':."st"sx°e'i,'d wrM^o'.U'. 

Digitizcc by Google 



106 NEJV JUDEA 

brothers, reserving a space for himself as the seventh. Indeed, one is 
moved with compassion loc^ng upon this dilapidated and deserted [dace, 
and reflectii^ that here stood the cradles of our fearless martyrs whose 
heroism became proverbial in the history of all mankind, and that here rest 
the remains of the Judean patriots who kindled a s[Hrit of enthusiasm among 
their fellow Judeans, and set the example of a courageous resistance instead 
of inactive despair — a lesson that has resulted in securing the existence of 
Judaism for all ages. 

I left the place, meditating over the proclamation of Mattathias, "If 
alt the people in the Kit^om obey the order of the monarch to depart 
from the faith of their fathers, I and my sons will abide by the covenant of 
our forefathers l"^" 

"Long years hav« passed and Israel has sunk bade into inactivity and 
despair. The heroes of Modin," thought I, "have been lost sight of, and 
even the feast of Chanukah has lost its true significance. It is no longer a 
day of jubilation over bravery, but has become a commemoration of a mira- 
cle, of oil that burned longer than it should. The true lesson to be derived 
from Chanukah has been lost in a mass of legends." 

It is only lately that the current of national Jewish sentiment has 
brought back the true Macc^ieean spirit to modem Jewry. Jews from all 
over Palestine visit Modin during the days of Chanukah. The gallant sons 
of the Jewish colonists, the teachers and students of the Jaffa Gymnasia 
and pupils of other schools make their annual pilgrimage on horseback. 
The young Maccabees receive an inspiring lesson on the graves of the 
old ones. 

Modin is the Palestinian amusement place during Chanukah. Tba 
heroism of the Maccabees is being symbolized by the young Judeans in ath- 
letic games and other open-air amusements, and Maccabeean societies are 
being organized by Jews of all lands with the object of bringing 
back the Maccabeean spirit to modem Jewry. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

ON THE HEIGHTS OF JUDEA 

It was about 3 o'clock m a fine Friday afternoon. I was the only pas- 
senger standing ui the lonely Uttle ptatfcMin ai the railway station at Lydda 
waiting for the scheduled train for Jerusalem to arrive. Perfect calmness 
reigned over the entire atmosphere. No sound was heard, except at some 
intervals the echo of the shepherd's voice as he called hack the straying 
sheep and the sounds of the bleatir^ flock. But never did silence and calm- 
ness appear so gratifying as at this moment. Ilie intense blue of the sky, 
the agreeable brightness of the sunlight, the cool stijlness and freshness of 
the air, the grandeur and enchantment of the blooming fields and charming 
groves and, above all, the expectation of being, in a few hours, within the 
walls of old Jerusalem, walking upon familiar historical grounds, gazing 
upon the ruins of the capital of David and Solomon, and looking upon the 
tombs of prophets and judges, all this was enough to keep one's mind deeply 
absorbed. Indeed, I arose as from a dream when the little et^ne puffed 
into the station and when I heard the voice of my friend, Mr. I. K., of 
Greensburg, Pa., addressing roe in English through an open window of a 
car, inviting me to a vacant seat near him. 

The passengers on board the train were predominantly Jewish, speak- 
ing either Hebrew or Yiddish ; even the Arab conducttw addressed me in 
Yiddish when collecting my ticket. I was for the first time impressed with 
the fact that I was traveling in a Jewish land or, rather, in a land of Jews, 
for these few cars contained a heterogeneous element of Jews, a "Kibbuz 
Galuyoth" (a gathering of Exiles). Jews of all lands, of different cul- 
tures and environments, were gathered within the little space of two cars. 
At one end of my car was a group which may be classed as "Jerusalem 
Jews," a Galician Chasidic type, rect^nized by their nigged beards and 
long curly earlocks, the long caftan and black skull cap, the colored girdle 
around the waist, and the pantaloons, from which emerged a pair of white 
stockings up to the knee. These pious Jenisalemites appeared to have had 
a heated conversation. They were talking in duets, trios or quartets, in a 
sing-song manner, swinging their right arms as they proceeded, often dis- 
pla)ring the right thumb as though that were the most important organ of 
speech. 

IffT 
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Back of these were assembled men of another element, whom I pre- 
sumed to be merchants. They were absorbed figuring in small pocketbooks, 
now and then taking out from a purse some coins and counting, and again 
a glance at a page of the little book. In manners and attire they differed 
little from the Lithuanian merchant. 

A crowd at the centre of the car, watching throi^h the windows and 
exhibiting great interest in the passing sceneries and flying fields, attracted 
my attention. These men represented the Jewish agricultural element of 
Palestine. They were sunburnt, robust-looking, and appeared in the best 
physical condition. In my judgment, they were the nearest approach to 
what may be termed a Jewish peasant class, or a Palestinian Jewish type 
in process of development ; a class of people in whom are gradually being 
blended man of the book and tiller of the soil, merchant and farmer, revolu- 
tionary idealist and patient agriculturist. 

I r^jet, however, that I had no opportunity to acquaint myself with 
these interesting people, to study them at closer range, for I was soon 
drawn into a company of young Patestinian& of charming personalities 
who sat immediately in front of me. 

Among this new element I met young Ben PAn of Jerusalem, the 
gifted son of the famous Hebrew scholar and lexicographer, Ben Yehu- 
dah. This young journalist was talking to a group of amateur actors 
and actresses in a pleasant and ringii^ voice, and in a most charming 
Hebrew dialect which, by the way, is his native tongue, for Ben Abi has 
the enviable distinction of being the first bom Palestinian who was rocked 
and nursed in a Hebrew atmosphere, whose very first utterance was the 
Hebrew syllable "Ab" (father). His father's house was the first and only 
one in Jerusalem where Hebrew exclusively was sp(^en. Through ver- 
bal and written eflforts his father daily championed the cause of the He- 
brew lat^age for forty years. Ben Yehudah, therefore, is considered 
the father of modem Hebrew. 

It is said that one day when Itamar (Ben Aln) was two years old, 
the late Yechiel Michael Pines visited the Ben Yehudahs and found the 
two-year-old boy chattering incoherently in Hebrew. He remarked to his 
late mother, Deborah, "It is pitiful the way you cri[q)le the poor boy by not 
talking to him in a living tongue ; you make an idiot out of a bright child. 
The Hebrew language is not) broad enough to adapt itself to all modem 
ideas and conditions, and the poor child will find no words to express his 
thoughts when he grows up." His poor mother listened attentively to the 
criticism ofi Mar Pines, and when he was through, she replied, "We 
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would rather make him a Hebrew idiot than make him an idiotic Hd>rew." 
Ben Abt, however, has demonstrated that the languagfe of Moses and 
Isaiah is very flexible and the fear that he would suffer from a shortage 
of vocabulary was groundless. Indeed, not once did he consult his 
father's ten volumed Hebrew dictionary while conversing with his friends. 
To hear him speak Hebrew was a privil^e. He has a supreme command 
of the Hebrew language. His play on words is marvelous. He leaves no 
doubt in the mind of the hearer that the Hebrew language is broad enough 
to be adapted to all modem conditi<Mis. 

Of the other members of the c(»npany, I desire to mention the name 
of Mar (Mr.) Tamri (Teitelbaum) . He was the leader of the Hebrew 
Dramatic Grcle, and was going with members of the Circle to g^ve a per- 
formance at the Beth Am of Jerusalem on the following Saturday night. 
He spoke of the new life in Palestine with fiery enthusiasm. Some of the 
remarks passed were, "The Jewish stage must be a Hebrew stage, for 
Jewish culture without the Hebrew language can not be perfect, if lan- 
guage is the means whereby the character of the soul expresses itself, the 
Hebrew lai^uage stands for the interpretation of the character of the 
Hebrew soul. A Jewish stage! in a strange language misses its star actor." 

This crowd appeared to be thoroughly emancipated and free in every 
particular. In their dress and manner, they were Europeans, but in other 
respects Judeans. It was interesting to notice how quickly these foreign- 
born youths have Hebraized their Russian, Roumanian and Galician names. 
Such as: Yigal, Boas, Yarib, Amihud, Aminadab, Amon, Absalom, Ahud, 
Obed, Amiasof Abinoam, etc., and changes such as Harori (from Berg- 
man), Aharoni (from Aronson), Tamri (from Teitelbaum), Kafri (from 
Dorfman) ; or girls possessing names such as : Geulah, Zhubah, Zphirah, 
Jardenah, Hemdah and Hermonah. Indeed to us American Jews who are 
engaged in the materialistic side of life and develop our idealism upon 
local charitable work, it is an unusual occurrence to see young men and 
women discussing matters of great moment to the Jew and his land, such 
as Jewish culture, Jewish music and drama. I was a silent witness to this 
conversation, for I feared that my Hebrew vocabulary would not express 
all my thoughts on this subject, though Mar Ben Abi was generous enough 
to request me to state my opinion in English, a language he understood well. 

Meanwhile the train stopped at Sejed (place of worship). It is said 
that the Philistines had here a sanctuary to Baal. The land here is "the 
fertile plain," and was once the Sultan's private domain, but now it has 
become crown land and is to be sold to the h^^st Mdders. 
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We soon approached the Shephelah (the lowland), which separates the 
plateau from the plain. It consists of a range of low chall^ foot-hilb and a 
valley or inner-lowland south of Ajaion.' 

The Shephelah was the bone of contention between the Shepherd 
tribes and the Philistines and between SaladJn and the Crusaders. When 
the Hebrews conquered the plateau and strove to expel the Philistines, 
their most powerful antagonists of the Sharon, the villages of both con- 
testants lay in dose proximity and the Shephelah belonged to neither. 
AnxMig the vineyards of one of these villages, Samson grew up,* and 
in the neighboring Philistine village of Timnah, and in the vale of Soret^ 
(where the railway from Jaffa to Jerusalem now runs), he met the fair 
maidens. Here in the ShephelsJi, under a pomegranate grove of 
Migron,* Saul was encamped against the Philistines, and again on the 
other side ofl the vale of Elah," and here was the chief battle ground be- 
tween the two races when David, the sturdy son of the wealthy sheep- 
owner, one fine morning, passed the narrow valley coming down from 
Bethlehem to meet his antagonist, the warrior Goliath. 

The general topography here undergoes marked changes. As soon as 
the plain is passed, the hills are more or less bare, trees become scarce 
and flowers are not quite so profuse. The villages are situated on the 
hilts, with grainfields and pastures in the valleys. The land of the plateau 
is not quite so beautifu] or fertile, and the road not: as good as the plain 
we traversed in the morning. One observii^ the contrast of this territory 
is! not surprised that the Israelitic armies of the highland exerted all ef- 
forts to wrest the beautiful plain from their nei^boring adversaries. 

We soon approached a more rolling country which was rather scarce 
in houses, but appeared rich in cattle, — sheep, goats and camels. From the 
next station — Deir Aban, could be seen the Ancient Sara (Zorah)." Ain 

> According to tbe Jernuletn Talmud, tba mBrltlme plain !■ dUtlngnlibed Ccotn tha 
Bhephelah. Lydda. at tb» Iwae of tbe low hllU, U tbe land mark of Ita dlrlaion. R. Yo- 
banan aald alao in that reBlnn tbere are monntalna, ahepheUh and plain, from Betb-boron 
to Dmmaaa «ra monntalna, from Bmmana to Lydda la Sbiphelah, from Lydda to tbo ••■ U 
plain. (JeF. Tal. Bheblith Ix:!.) 

■Tudsea ztll:3. 

•Jndcea I4.'l-U:4. 

•I Bam. 14:2. 

•Bam. IT. 3. 

•The birthplace of Samion (Jadgee XIII: 3). 

'I Bam. !:•; I Klnsi 1:». 
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Shemesh (Beth Shemesh),^ and the modern Jewish village Artuff. 

From, Deir Aban we gradually ascended the heights of Judea. The 
road here becomes Very winding and rocky. The scenery resembles that 
of the Rocky Mountuns of America. We passed Timnah where Sams(»i 
set fire to the Philistines' com.* Beyond was Kiryat Yearim, where the 
Ark remained for twenty years in the house of Abinadab. 

We also passed the valley of Ajalon, the famous battlefield of Joshua, 
where he commanded the moon to tarry 'while the fight with Amorites 
was raging on the heights of Gibetm.* The mountains around here bear 
evidence that at one time even these barren hills were cultivated. Rem- 
nants of old terraces are still visible"'. The country grew wilder and 
more stony as we ascended, and a number of caverns were seen in the 
stony mountains. One of the clefts hig^ up in the rocks towards the left 
is called Samson's cavern. It is said that Samson spent his early life 
around her6." These mountains contain many caves of natural rock, 
some of them have rude arches over their doorways and bear marks of 
early antiquity, probably before the day of the Amorites, when the inhabi- 
tants were cave dwellers. It was certainly before the Jews entered the 
Land, for tliere is no intimation in the Bible that the Jews were ever cave 
dwellers. These caves were used as hiding places in the time of war and 
as a gathering place for the shepherds, or as sheep and goat pens, in the 
days of peace. "And he came to sheep cotes by the way where was a cave 
and Saul went to cover his feet and David and his men remained inside 
of the cave."" 

Such caves are found all over Palestine. In the neighborhood of 
Beer Sheba, it is said that natives still dwell in these caves. As a general 
rule, however, they do not live in them, and they are even afraid to enter 
a cave lest they meet wild animals, particularly the "Debe" (hyena). 

< Tbe uicleDt city of Beth Bbemeib wai fllacoTUed br Dr. Dnncan Makenile and Mr. 
Frederick Newton. On tbs site aC tbe ancient dt; tbat waa deatrored 2S00 7ear« tgo la 
now • low hUli on wblcb atanda tn andent temple. Tb« Araba baTe a tradition tbat ^n- 
•on dwelt there. Ebcploilnr tbat alle tbe; dlacovered old teinplaa and altar* to Idoll tbat 
probabl; were deatroyed bj Slur HeaeUab, alao rarlixu raaaala of brotiae whlcb were oMd 
in tbeae tempici of worahlp. 

■ Jadgea XVj S. 
•Joita. X;13. 

"Tbe** are tbe terrace* abont wbicb beklel propbealed: "Dw mountain* *fcall be 
tbrown down and tbe terrace* aball tall" (Eieklel xxzt U1'.20.) 
" jQdKM ZIII : 10. 
"I Sam. ZXITtB. 
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The Palestinian talks vrith fear about this beast, and much gruesome 
gossip and superstition are circulated about this wild creature. They be- 
lieve that a hyena will follow a lone pedestrian, cast a spell over him and 
rub against him until he is dazed, then the pedestrian will follow the ani- 
mal to its; cave. Such stories are believed even amongst the Jews. Our 
Jewish coachman, Ephriam, of Petach tikva, narrated a story of a colonist 
of Zichron Jacob, who, on one Friday afternoon, had not returned home 
on time. His friends, growing uneasy, went to lotrft for him. They found 
him near a cave following a Debe (as they call a hyena). He was follow- 
ii^ the animal to its hole and was dazed. It took quite a while to bring 
him back to himself. I did not see, however, any wild beast as the train 
ascended the Judean heights, but only wild scenery — a rare combination 
of deep gorges and rugged mountain summits. At times it appeared as 
though the train was tumbling down into the deep ravines. The picture, 
however, was not without interest, as seldom has one such a fine opportunity 
to see the ccMitour of hills and valleys as a whole. Here in America these 
mountains are covered with trees or smaller growths which preclude such a 
view. But there is very little vegetation c»t these heights, except now and 
then some wild flowers and a few olive trees down the ravine. As a gen- 
eral rule, the hills are as naked of trees as the blue sky above them. 

We came to the station Bittir, "Hirbet El Yeohud" (Jewish ruin)", 
said to be the Bether that played such an important role in the insurrection 
of Bar Kochba against the Romans. One can readily find the strat^c 
reason for his selecting this high and almost unconquerable position to 
stop the advance of Severus. It was only after a three and a half-year 
siege with a much superior force that the Roman general succeeded in 
capturing that splendid position, which commands the access to the Judean 
capitol. 

At the station a rabble of boys from the village surrounded the train 
begging for "Bakshish" in piteous and whining tones, throwing up their 
arms dramatically with gestures 06 despair, but after the request was 
granted, they ran away shouting "giaour, giaour" (infidel, infidel). 

We had already mounted over two thousand feet, and were forty-seven 
miles from Jaffa, or seven miles from Jerusalem. The white limestone 
rocks looked grey and crumbled with ages of exposure, and gave the 
naked landscape an ashy and desolate appearance. The little verdure now 
and then seen amidst the rocks was too feeble an effort on the part of 
nature to relieve the gloom of the naked scenery. 

■• See Schnervr Qeiobichte tea Jud. TolkM Im Zeltallet J. Cb. M, 4M. 
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ON THE HEIGHTS OF JUDEK n* 

I did not follow the railroad stations any longer ; I was too much ab- 
sorbed for that. At each ascent the heart beat high with the prospect of 
seeing the Holy City (£1 Kuds). About 6 oclock we began to see signs 
of the neighborhood of Jerusalem. Scattered settlements extended for 
some distance. We finally reached the highest summit, and looking far 
ahead in the distance, the mountains of Moab rose first upon our view, 
then the deep valley of die Jordan and the Dead Sea. A little nearer the 
Mount Olivet, the tower of David, the Dome of the Rode, minarets, spires 
and domes made their appearance. 

How deep was our emotion I Three thousand years of history seemed 
to be condensed within the narrow space of one's field of vision. We were 
at last in Jerusalem, a name so impressive to the mind of nearly every Jew 
from early childhood. Here lay the poor historic city so full of romantic 
and tragic interest, and there were Mount Zion and Mount Moriah, sur- 
rounded by the quaint walls which baffled the strenuous eflforts of the in- 
vading Crusaders. These were mcnnents of deep silence and indescribable 
(feelit^, a nuxture of admiration and pathos which is often inspired by 
die sig^t of that which cme loves and has not seen for many years. 

"Jerusalem I Jerusalem I" we involuntary exclaimed, and impressed 
with the words of Tasso : ' ' 

"Lo toward Jerusalem salutes the eye •'■''' 

A thousand pointing fingers tell the tale ; 
'Jenisalem' a thousand voices cry, '■'■', 

All hail Jerusalem I hill, down and dale, '■ ' 

Catch the g^ad sounds and ^tout 'J^nisalem all haiL' " 

Our eyes were soon arrested by the rows of modern cottages, built of 
white lime and red tile roofs. Those houses, I was informed, were erected 
under the auspices of Sir Moses Montefiore Testimonial Committee, 
by building associations, as well as by private individuals, I'and are at pres- 
ent occupied by Jews. They are all situated in New Jerusalem, and form 
an agreeable contrast to the antiquated and ghastly-looking habitations of 
the <AA city. 

We arrived at the Jerusalem Terminal just in time to receive the Sab- 
bath, and were awaited at the station by my friend. Professor Boris Schatz, 
of the Bezalel School of Arts and Crafts, who kindly conducted me through 
the Jaffa Gate,'" to the Central Hotel, where my fellow-tourists were wait- 
ing for rae. 

"Ne*r the kbM there Is a breach to the wall made at the order of the lit* Sallvll 
Bbd-el-Hamld for the Germao Kalaer to paaa. when he Tialted Jeruaalem Id 1866. Then 
la an oM MabammedaD tradition that no Chriatton tnler ma; enter JeniMlem thronsb tbla 
Itate, either mountml on horaa or In a reblcle, and belna careful that the Oannan tolar 
abonld not bare to walk, an extra portal waa mad* tor him tbronxh ths waU. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 
JERUSALEM.!-* 

"Beautiful for situation, the jc^ of the whole earth is Zion."* 

"One that has not seen Jerusalem in its days of sjrfendor has never 
seen a beautiful metropolis."* "Ten kabbin (a measure in Talmudic days) 
of beauty descended to the world, nine were taken by Jerusalem, and 
one was left to the rest of the universe."' 

Of all the grace and chamv that surrounded ancient Jerusalem as 
testified by Biblical and Rabbinic writings, only such as could not be de- 
stroyed by vandalism was left as an inheritance to the modern city, viz., the 
beautiSul an4 lofty situation, the stately mountains around it, the pictur- 
esque valleys that separate Jerusalem from these mountains, and the balmy 
atmosphere. Very ^little is left of the Jerusalem of antiquity to indicate 
the skill, dexterity and thrift df the ancient Judeans. It is through sheer 
chance that modem Jerusalem still retains its historic name, for Hadrian 
in his hatred for the Judeans grudged the city its Hebrew name and com- 
manded that it be known as Aelia Capitolina. 

Nothing more impressively indicates the complete destruction of an- 
cient Jerusalem than the impossibility of identifying with exactness the 
locations of its former sites. Fire, sword, plunder and time have removed 
all the landmarks of the great historic deeds. The modem city stands 
on the ruins of the old Judean capital like a weather-beaten tombstone on 
the grave of a departed hero. The rubbish collected through centuries of 
devastation and destruction has been heaped up to a height oif sixty feet 
covering all landmarks and removing ^ all traces that would lead to the 
identification of ancient sites, streets or structures. Modem Jemsalem, 
therefore, dates from the days of the Crusaders and is built on a huge heap 
of ruins. Thus the prophecy of Jeremiah,' that "the city shall be builded 
upon her own heap," has long been fulfilled. 

' El KhndH— Belt-cI-Mlkdaali. 

■Tbe fonndlnK of Ternialetn 1« credited to Shem, the laii of Voth, who b«Kan to balld 
the nulU of tbe dt; (Beder HedoToUi, Vol. I. 12). Id Dinie was Sbaleii (0«ii. i1t:1»). 
Abraham called It "xlrcb." beQce the name Jernaalem (Uldraah Rabbft, Pt. I, 06). Some aaj 
It derive! the flrat baU of Iti name from tbe BabjlonUD word "Crn" (a dt;), ilinUar to tb« 
Bebrew word "Ir"— bence L'ru-Salem" (tbe cltj of Salem). 



-c by Google 



JERUSALEM "» 

MODERN EXCAVATIONS. 

Thanks to the untiring researches of archaeologists like M. dement 
Ganneau, Sir Charles Warren, Sir Charles Wilson, Captain Conder, and 
particularly the excavations in Jerusalem conducted by the Palestine Ex- 
ploration Fund of England, we have recovered a few old sites and our 
idea of the ancient topc^rai^y of the city is based <m more accurate data 
than those furnished by us in the records of early pilgrims. We are at 
last beginning to read Biblical accounts in the light of modern established 
facts rather ^an by exploded and obscure traditions, or misleading ^pel- 
lations derived from records of irresponsible theologians who came to con- 
clusions as to the authentidly of historic sites by intuition rather than 
through scientific investigations. Few sites in modern Jerusalem have, 
therefore, an authentic historic value, and these few are particularly of 
Jewish interest. 

BAZAARS AND STREETS IN OLD JERUSALEM 

The most interesting relic whose authenticity is not questioned is the 
western wall of the temple area, known as the "wailing wall." This wall 
has been the gathering place of Jews for many centuries, and the first place 
a Jewish pilgrim would visit on entering the Holy Gty. True to tradition, 
we soon made our way to the quaint western wall. We walked along David 
street, passed the citadel of David, and the bazaars, the last of which is di 
network of vaulted tunnels, walled ihi each side with cavelike shops and 
filled with a Babel of nationalities. The arched tunnel is Hghted only by 
holes in the roof. The shops have neither windows nor doors. They seem 
to have been cut out of the walls, and the largest of them is not more than 
fifteen or twenty feet deep. Some are so narrow that one can stand at the 
front and reach both walls with the hands, and none is much higher than 
the statue of a man. It is walled with shelves filled with goods. There is 
only room enough outside the shelves for the merchant to sit, and the cus- 
tomers must stand in the street as they shop. 

There is a shoemakers' bazaar where scores of cobblers work. At the 
entrance to each cave-like shop two shoemakers sit with untanned calfskin 
aprons tight about them, sewing away. Between them on an olive tree 
stump rests a slab of marble. The shoes are made with needle and thread. 
The soles are of camel's hide, and the upper part of kid or goat skin of 
toca! manufacture. These are the common shoes of the peasant, and are 
sold for from thirty cents to one dollar a pair, according to size. I was 
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told they received from forty to sixty cents for laboring from sunrise to 
sunset 

In another street tinners were working, usii^ oil cans to make pots 
and pans. Their shops are not much bigger than cupboards, and the work- 
men are tong-bearded men in fez caps and long gowns. Further on we 
passed the grain market, vaults filled with piles of wheat, com, barley, oats 
and millet spread out on the floor. The grain is sold by naeasure, the mer- 
chant shaking the measure to make the grain solid and then heaping it up 
to the top with his hands so that the g^in forms a cone. The people here 
never buy grain by the sack, as they want to see it measured out before 
their eyes. If the buyer is not present he cannot be sure of getting good 
measure. 

I am told that most of the grain of the Holy City and Palestine is 
turned into flour by hand-mills at home. Some flour is imported and some 
is ground in mills run by camels or donkeys. The Jew of Jerusalem seldom 
buys grain. He uses imported flour. In baking bread the dough is kneaded 
at home and brought in great lumps to the public ovens. These are to be 
found in almost any street. They are cave-like vaults running down below 
the street level. Olive wood is used as fuel, and the oven floor is marked 
out in blocks, so that the baking of each family is put <ki a separate block. 
The loaves are about an inch thick and of the size of a tea plate. They 
have a hole in the centre. The baker makes them from the dough, bakes 
them,- and returns them hot from the oven to the customers. He receives 
ten metalic (ten cents) for each half-dozen loaves, or he may instead take 
toll of one loaf for each dozen. 

The reason for these public bakeries is the great cost of fuel. I fre- 
quently saw boys carrying dough on their heads to these bakeries, or taking 
bread home from them. Ancient Jerusalem also had its Bakers' street, for 
we read that Zedekiah, the King, put the prophet Jeremiah into the court 
of the prison and conunanded that they "should give him daily a piece of 
bread out of the Bakers' streets."^ 

Passing these bazaars through very narrow and winding streets not 
more than twelve feet wide, six feet of which are used as a trottoir for 
man, the rest for animals, we pursued our course for the first time in the 
Holy City. 

Jerusalem, like all other Mohammedan cities, is built without any 
plan. No street runs straight for a distance of sixty rods. One has to go 
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tip and down fli^s of dark stairs, under' arches and old damp passages, 
at times catting through houses in order to reach a de^red destination. It 
often happens that one walks an hour through these circular' streets only to 
find that he is back at the starting point. To this confusion is added the 
fact that most of the streets of the old city are not named. One can 
readily see the difhculties that a strai^fer has to contend with in finding his 
way in Jerusalem. 

Nothing is more absurd than to read now and then in American papers 
of certain corporations that are going to construct a trolley system in Jeru- 
salem. Such an undertaking is an impossibility, for there is no room in 
these streets for a wagon to pass. The only way to get about in old Jeru- 
salem is on foot, or, what is safer yet, on the back of a sure-footed donkey 
which is accustomed to walk on slippery and slanting steps. 

The general aspect of the old city is very melancholy. There is no 
cheerfulness ; even on a sunny day it is a mass of old houses, cold, sombre 
and sad, presenting blank walls to the street, many of them ruins. 

I confess that my first introduction to the Holy City was n(M a happy 
one. It lacked all solemnity and threw a gloom on my imaginative expecta- 
tions. Perhaps I should have waited until I had bec<»ne more accustomed 
to hxAy places before I ventured a visit to the wailing wall. When a person 
stumbles along the streets and peeps into the dirty little shops at each side, 
all the sacredness and the tremendous associations of the Holy Oty are 
apt to become impaired in his mind. It is not surprisii^, therefore, 'that 
many sympathetic pilgrims of the west, who had not visited the colonies, 
came back with change of heart toward Palestine, 

But why be dismayed that the appearance of Jerusalem does not come 
up to the standard of the western idea of "city beautiful," or sanitation? 
No one comes to Jerusalem to be inspired by its artistic beauty, by its 
public parks, its charming boulevards, its colossal statues, its triumphal 
arches, its rare art galleries and gigantic structures. The purpose of vi^t- 
uig Jerusalem is, as has always been, to get religious or historic inspiration. 
Jerusalem within the walls therefore represents oat lai^e museum of 
antiquity, and its streets and structures are a part of the exhibit There 
are no remains of great architecture in Jerusalem. What buildings there 
are have a religious association; well-preserved ruins are few. It is cer- 
tainly not an Athens or a Rome, and yet it is greater than any of its ancient 
rivals. 
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' Rome, Athens and Jerusalem — the physical, the intellectual and tho 
moral. Can there be any doubt which is the ^eatest? The Empire of 
Rome has never been excelled. The art of Greece continues to be great. 
But the spirit which has inspired art with a sentiment more profound than 
the Greek, the morals which held sway over people subtler and more um- 
versal than the Roman, was contributed by Jerusalem. Naturally enough, 
more fascinating and more appealing to the sensuous imagination is the 
pomp of imperial Rome or the elegaitce of the Grecian art. Jerusalem 
could never rival Rome with the imperial pomp, nor Greece with its artistic 
achievements, for its only notable remains are part of the foundation of 
Solomon's Temple, which does not compare in artistic elegance with the 
Roman temples of Palmyra and Baalbec, and yet Jerusalem is the greater. 
It stood for the purification of the soul rather than the adoration of the 
body. It laid the foundation of morality and ethics. 

The highest hope of art is to reveal the truth, the sublimest strains of 
literature are the prophecies of Isaiah and Jeremiah, the philosophy of 
Ecctesiastes and Job and the religious and ethical ideas of I^alms and 
Proverbs. The struggle of society is still to plant itself upon the truths 
taught in old Jerusalem. The Arch of Titus, which was erected in Rome 
eighteen centuries ago by Domitian in commemoration of his brother's con- 
quest of Jerusalem, has left only faded reliefs of the Judean captives led 
into exile, while the Western Wall of the Temple built by Sidomon has 
always in front of it living: descendants of those victims of "Titus who have 
returned to rehabilitate the land. 

THE WALL OF TEARS ' 

While so meditating we suddenly came into a long and narrow court 
facing the great historic wall of the Temple area. It was a late hour mi 
Friday, the sun was setting down the valley of Raphaim. Everything 
around looked ghastly gray. There was no cheer even in the west where 
the sun was setting, the mass of old houses with the domed roofs convey- 
ing 8 sad impression to the mind. 

The narrow court, however, was clothed in profound holiday attire. 
Large wax tapers, tallow candles and oil lamps illuminated this so-called 
wailing place and endowed it with cheerfulness in contradistinction to the 
dark and wretched hovels of the Maghrebin quarters that surrounded it. 

There was no wailing, for it was Sabbath eve and the poorest in Israel 
must keep this day free from care and sad reflections. Men, women and 
children crowded this beloved open-air sanctuary to "receive the Sabbath" 
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(Kabbalatfa Sabbath). For centuries this was the nearest they dared to 
approach the Hrfy of Holies, and the only place where the exiled Jew 
found relief from persecution and suflFering. In front of this wall and 
under the blue sky, the two surviving witnesses of Israel's lost natiwial 
glory, Jews from all lands assembled, forgot all their differences and 
became a united brotherhood. 

These worshippers were dressed in their Sabbath garments ; "caftans" 
made of gaudy colors such as yellow, red, green and white, satin or plush, 
according to rank and means, adorned their bodies, and fur-lined caps which 
appeared much out of place in semi-tropical Jerusalem, and not in harmony 
with the tropical garments that covered other parts of their bodies. They 
did not seem to be annoyed by their warm headwear, that their fathers 
brought nearly a century ago from the fripd climate of the Russian steppes, 
still in use by the Russian moujit They still cling religiously to this cos- 
tume. 

Some of the parents of these worshipped came here during the reign 
of Nicholas the First, who at one time during the Crimean war desired to 
make great changes in the treatment of the Jews, many of whom had dis- 
tinguished themselves as s<^diers. He decided to assimilate them with the 
rest of his subjects, and started his reform by tssMii^ an ukase to cut off 
their long cloak, to shorten the "peoth" and beards and do away with the 
"streimel" (fur cap). Many Jews rather than give up their time-honored 
customs, fled to the Holy Land. So it happened that these emigrants from 
Russia retain in Palestine the "streimel"*. 

The boys especially presented a comical appearance with their long 
coats of bright colors tied around the waist with white silk belts, and circu- 
lar "birettas" of black velvet or velveteen trimmed all around with fur. 
Beneath the "birettas" a white knitted skull cap could be seen, so, in case 
the hat is removed, the head shall not remain bare. At each side of the 
extraordinary head covering hangs down a long and shaggy earlock. 

One, however, gets quickly accustomed to these garbs and loses sight 
of them as they harmonize with the surroundings, if not with the climate, 
lending an antique color to the pec^le of the ancient city. 

The Spanish Jews, whose appearance and bearing are more refined 
and independent than of their brethren of Poland, can easily be {Hcked out 
from the Ashkenazim. 

• B. N. Adler, "Jtwa ot Hur Landi," p. ». 
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One soon loses s^ht of all conventi(»i3lities on seeing patriarchal-lott- 
ing men in silence pressii^ their throbbing foreheads on the cold stones for 
hoars in devotion. I was deeply impressed by the scene witnessed here. The 
impression made upon me will never be effaced. I felt with Prof. Schatz, who 
remarked to me in a whispering voice: "Here, above all places in the 
world, are no division lines among our peoj^e. Orthodox, Reformed, Zion- 
ist, non-Zionist, rich or poor, at this wall we step oa common ground and 
we feel that all Israel are brethren. Indeed, these cold stones have a umfy- 
ing tendency." 

I was attracted to this wall almost every morning. The scenes there 
during weekdays were heart-rending, such manifestations of grief are diffi- 
cult to picture, men and women sitting on the ground and weepii^ bitterly. 
Some men wailed in the talith, praying in silent speech, with their bodies 
bent toward the wall ; others kissing the cold gray stones with fervent lips, 
still others rocking their half-starved bodies back and fro while tears fell 
like raindrops upon the pavement. Some parts of the wall have actually 
been worn smooth by the lips of these mourners who came here wedc 
after week and year after year for generations. 

On one occasion I watched a middle-aged man whose long jet-black 
beard flowed down his breast, the tears gushing down his cheeks onto his 
prayer bode, which was literally saturated. He was sitting on the pave- 
ment facing the wall that enclosed the shrines of his ancestors. His coun- 
tenance did not seem to be disturbed by material concerns. Looking over 
his shoulders, I noticed he was reading from his prayer book : "Incline O 
my God Thine ear and hearken, open Thine eyes ?nd look upon our deso- 
lated place and upon the city that was called by Thy name. Have pity, O 
Eternal, upon Thy people and do not let Thy inheritance become a reproach 
or the nations hold sway over them. ... Do not forsake us, O Eternal 
our God, be not ¥ar from us, for our lives are caressed by reason of the 
sword and captivity, pestilence and plague. O do Thou deliver us front 
all kinds of sorrow and grief, for in Thee we hope. Put us not to shame, 
O Eternal, our God, and cause Thy countenance to shine upon us." This 
was recited in such a heart-rending tone that it brought tears to the eyes 
of many by-standers. 

The following Litany taken from the Karaite Prayer Book is often 
chanted : 

Leader — ^For the palace that lies desolate : Response — We sit 

in solitude and mourn. 
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L.— For the palace fliat is destroyed: R.— We at, etc 

L,_For the walls that are overthrown: R. — We sit, etc. 
L,— For our majesty that is departed: R.— We sit, etc. 
L. — For our great men who lie dead : R. — Wc sit, etc. 
L. — For the predous stones that are burned : R.— We sit, etc. 
L. — For the priests who have stumbled : R. — We sit, etc. 
L.— For our majesty that is departed : R.— Wc sit, etc. 
Another antiphony is as follows : 

Leader — We pray Thee, have mercy on Zion! Response — 
Gather the children of Jerusalem. 

L. — Haste, Haste, Redeemer of Zion I R.— Speak to the heart 
of Jerusalem. 

L. — May beauty and majesty surround Zion I R.— Ah! turn 
Thyself mercifully to Jerusalem. 

L. — May the kii^dom soon return to Zion I R. — Cotrffort 
those who mourn over Jerusalem. 

L, — May peace and joy abide with Zion I R. — ^And the branch 
(of Jesse) spring up at Jerusalem. 

These mourners visit this place in rain and sunshine day after day, and 
for centuries they have defied the treacherous natives who would not permit 
them to come here and have thrown stones and missiles at them while pray- 
ing. It is to be regretted that a place venerated as this court is should not 
have a suitable edifice erected upon it, thereby protecting the poor mourners 
from the weather and hostility. 

This wall is constructed of twenty-four courses of large stones and is 
fifty-nine feet wide. The stones are in the place where they were placed 
thousands of years ago" "* ", 

Time seems to have dealt gently with them, and though slightly dis- 
placed by earthquakes and worn smooth by kisses of Jewish pilgrims, they 
are well preserved. Tlie wall is literally covered with large Hebrew inscrip- 
tions by pilgrims. It is to be regretted that people coming here from dis- 
tant lands to visit the holy grounds and to mourn the destruction of the 

•Beojamln of Tucleia mentions theee ntUla and sUtce that "tbe Bite of merer wbere to* 
Jewa nsed (o affer pntTcni" Is sltnateil In thla wall. 

" Rabbi PeUcbIa, of RegeHsburE, two jean later, In U» Bceoauti of his trtTelg men- 
tioned tbe gate of meiv;. He saj-B tbat the famous sate Ilea In tfae weatem wall oppoalte the 
IbtnnC Olivet. Bla etatemeat Is probiblr correct. (Brd Kiinc>p. Vol. 4, p. 207.) 

■> PrababI; at tbls (tate according to tbe Seder Haderoth. Habbl Yehndab Halerl <M30 A 
K-) at the age of BO met with a tratrlc death. Approaching this place he rant hla clotk 

and In deep grief proatrjited himself to ktaa each atone knd gave ntterance to the lalnenu- 
tton of "ZIOD Halo Thlahall" (Klnoth for the Otb of Ab). Aa he lar prostrate, a fantatlc 
Arab In rage droTe hli horae over him abd the Imtuortal Halevl expired with the word Zlow 
In Us moml^ (LnMln Bd., pp. ieS-199.) 
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Temple should add to the ruins by these unsightly inscriptions, or, what is 
worse, by driving nails between the slabs of stone or by hewing down 
parts of the stones to take h<Mne for relics. 

According to a tradition, the Western Wall lay buried until the middle 
of the sixteenth century. When Sultan Suleiman conquered Jerusalem, he 
sdected a site for his palace in the neighborhood of the present wall. One 
day Sultan Suleiman noticed an old woman depositing a bj^ful of rubbish 
on the site of the present wall near his palace. He sent for the) woman and 
asked her if she could find no better place for her rubbish than in front of 
the castle of the sultan. She replied, "Be not angry, my lord, I never 
thought to offend thee by observing an ancient custom of my people. I am 
a descendant of the ancient Romans and my residence is two days' distance 
from Jerusalem. I am doing just what my ancestors have practiced for 
many centuries. There was an old custom amot^ my ancestors," she con- 
tinued, "that whoever resides in Jerusalem must dump his rubbish on that 
place, and those who live in the suburbs are obliged to bring their refuse 
here twice a week, and ttom three days' distance, once a month. On this 
place," she continued, "stood the Judean Temf4e, and because it could not 
be destroyed to the foundation, we were ordered to bury the Temple wall 
with rubbish and dirt so that it could not be seen." The sultan, seeing 
others repeating the same practice, issued strict orders to stop such usages, 
on punishment of death. He further ordered the site to be excavated, the 
rubbish removed, and the wall to be exposed. 

I cannot vouch for the authenticity of this narrative, but one thing is 
certain, that at one time or another this place was a dumping ground. For 
the Tyropean Valley (cheesemongers' valley) mentioned by Josephus as 
located between Mount Zion and Mount Moriah, where the public forum 
was situated, is now entirely obliterated and there is no longer any depres- 
sion. It is said about the same monarch that one time he summoned 
the Jews of Jerusalem and offered to rebuild the Temple. "Acting on the 
inspiration from above, I desire the Temple shall rise again in great splen- 
dor," he said, "for I am also called Suleiman like the founder of the first 
Temple. I offer you the means to complete and restore the Sanctuary.'* 
Upon hearing these words the Jews b^an to weep and remained silent 
The sultan demanded to know what that meant. "Are ye not haj^y to 
have the possibility of rebuilding the Temple? Are ye not rejoicing that 
God has not forgotten you?" the sultan asked. An old Rabbi, approaching 
the sultan, said, "O Great King, we will praise the Lord for having given 
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thee such benevolent thoi^hts, but the Holy Scripture forbids us to erect 
the Temple ourselves. God himself can do this."" "If this be the case," 
he remarked, "I shall build here a mosque for myself, as Solomon said, 
'moreover concerning a stranger that is not of thy people, Israel, but 
ojmeth out of a far country .... when he shall come and pray 
toward this house.' "i'-*< 

We left the wall, passing behind the Maghrebin quarters toward the 
chief Ashkenazic synagc^e, called the "Churvah," or ruin, because of its 
situation on the original ruins of the synagogue of Rabbi Yehudah, the 
Pious. 

This synagogue was crowded with worshippers. Whatever nw^t have 
been the reputed poverty of those attending the services, they did not show 
it. They were well dressed, and the interior of the synagogue presented a 
very pleasant and dignified appearance. It was well illuminated with art- 
istic lamps presented by a certain Mr. Lichtenstein, of Philadelphia, who 
also presented a large case of Talmudic literature to this congregaUon. 

We reached the hotel to find everything in readiness for our first Sab- 
bath meal in Jerusalem. A large number of pilgrims representing many 
lands, a real "Kibbuz Galuyoth," were sitting around a long taHe, at the 
head of which was Prof. Schatz, The taWe was well lighted with Sabbath 
candles. On the table was wine, honey and fruit from the colonics. There 
were no menu cards, but the names of the different dishes were easy to pro* 
nounce, and the cooking was of s character creditable to the daughters of 
Jerusalem. It was a genuine Sabbath aff^r, where songs of the Sabbath 
Bride echoed in the large room, and music, essentially Jewish, was heard 
from every mouth. 

The real Sabbath inspiration, such as only Palestine can create in the 
heart of a Jew, manifested itself among the sons of Israel coming to Jeru- 
salem for the first time from distant lands. 

" PMlm 127. 13. (CblbBUi JernMlem 6«H-18M.> 

" I KlngB tUI, 41, 42. 

" Tha vlawt o( that , Rabbi art nel <i)rrobor>t«d by tha Jara»l«B Tildml. Accotdlie M the 
TbIbiU, tha tbird T*B|ile itiall b* built ii the itcoad on* «■■. A acnurcb l>varible to th* Jawlih 
ulloi iball tract It S*a Mlibn* Maain Sbeal j;*. Yad Hachaiakifa MdachlD. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 
MOUNT MORIAH AND MOUNT ZION 

My first night in Jerusalem was a sleepless one ; thoughts, memories, 
fancies and all sorts of strange reflections came crowding upon me as I 
ventured my first rest in the ancient Jewish capital. 

For the first time I found myself in a centre of great historic events. 
My mind was wandering over the striking and wonderful occurrences that 
transpired here since Abraham's faith was tested. Just across 
the way the tower of Hippicus still stands, the citadel tuiit by David and 
fortified by Herod to guard against the encroachment upon the city by hos- 
tile people, and a little further toward the south the same Mount Zion 
where Solomon in all his glory erected the beautiful palaces for the royal 
house of David. Further on toward the southeastern part of the city, 
the same venerable Mount Moriah still rises enclosed within the historic 
walls wherein the Temple was located, and formed the centre of Jewish 
national and religious life in days gone by, and the scene af a terrible strug- 
gle when the unfortunate Judeans, besieged and pressed by Titus, Bed 
here to their Sanctuary as their last stronghold, and again, later, the scene 
of terrible carnage when Tancred at the head of his army attacked here 
the followers of the Prophet and in the name of religion massacred ten 
thousand Mohammedans. 

What tales of suffering are written on diese quaint walls, and could we 
but decipher this invisible handwriting, what mysteries would it disclose 1 
In time of siege, this was the retreat of the Jew, a refuge for helpless 
women, children and infirm old age, and the deathbed of heroes. Such 
and other disturbing thoughts were enough to keep one awake. 

I went to an open window of my room and was looking out upon 
the city. The streets were dark, here and there a feeble light faintly visible 
was glimmering from a few upper windows, and yonder the shadow of a 
man who moved about in the street with a lantern in his hand. A pro- 
found silence, infrequendy broken by the wail of a dog at some distance, 
reigned everywhere. Nature itself appeared to have swooned around the 
eternal city. 
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THE DAMASCUS GATE, JERUSALEM 
This picture is a splendid repreaentfttlon of the city wall and the Damascus 
Gate as It is at the present time and as it has baen tor centuries. It is on the 
Bortli side of the city. 



' ' THE CENTRAL NATIONAL JEWISH LIBRARY, JERUSALEM 

i and its founder Dr. Joseph Chazanawltz 
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THE TEMPLE SITE AND THE MOSQUE OP OMAR 

(See Page 121) 



A STREET IN TEL ABIB 
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SUNRISE 
I was glad indeed to see the dawn of day, and I shall always remember 
the sunrise of my first morning in Jerusalem. It began at first with a flash, 
a faint but beautiful lij^t like a halo over the Mount of Olives, gradually 
turning into a glow that illuminated the Olivet, cast faint reflecticwis over 
the greenish dome of the Mosque otf Omar and shed a dim Hght over the 
numerous pale white tomblike domes that characterize the Jerusalem roofs 
and lend a melancholy complexion to the old city. The sky was deep blue, 
and far up an eagle with outspread wings was floating in the air, passin^r 
over Mount Moriah and over the deserted shrines of the ancient Temple 
toward the Mountains of Moab. Soon afterward the sun poured out 
floods of light over all the hills of Judea. 

EARLY MORNING SCENES 
With the dawn the birds began sin^ng and church bells ringing. The 
voices of the Muezzins as they stood on the minarets calling men to prayer 
vibrated through the air, and the trumpets of the Mohammedan soldiers 
from the quaint tower of David added to the din. Soon Jerusalem was wide 
awake. Lines of donkeys and camels loaded with grain, fruit and vege- 
tables passing in front of their masters were coming in by the Damascus 
and Jaffa gates to be unloaded at the market place beyond the Citadel, 

THE JERUSALEM MARKET 
The market place in Jerusalem presents a novel appearance. Scores 
of women with t^iskets of vegetables before them selling, among other 
things, eggplants, lettuce, beautiful snow-white cauliflower, lemons, oranges, 
apples and pears were shouting at the top of their voices 
calling for customers. Hoarse Arab peddlers were cursing each 
other for snatching buyers away ; men bent in half, carrying water in the 
hides of goats, were advertising fresh water at reduced prices. Fierce-look- 
ing Bedouins from the desert, with their heads bound round with ropes of 
camels' hair, were standing in line in front of their donkeys and camels,, 
soliciting for engagements to the Dead Sea, and Bethlehem girls with high 
hats and fair faces were selling beads, pearl shells and Dead Sea stones. 
The beads are of glass and are made in Hebron, not far from the cave which 
is Abraham's tomb. 

The rosary business is one of the chief industries at the market place. 
The bead industry is mainly situated in Bethlehem, and beads are shipped 
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abroarl by millions. They are put on sale here and eagerly bought by Chris- 
tian and Mohammedan pilgrims, who believe that if you count the rosaries 
'during prayers you may be sure that your prayers will ascend to heaven. 
Another big business is the selling of candles. Jerusalem is filled with 
churches, and the pilgrims buy candles to light in the holy places. Some 
of the candles are as thick as a telegraph pole. These candles are mostly 
burned in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre and are believd to carry away 
the sins with their smoke. Some years ago a huge candle as big as a 
large bucket, sent by way of Jaffa to the Church of the \i<Ay Sepulchre, 
was discovered by the authorities to be filled with dynamite, and after inves- 
tigation it was found that it was sent by a discontented Greek priest to blow 
up his Armenian rivals who were iti charge of the church at that time. 

The noise in the market place of Jerusalem is worse than in a barn- 
yard. Human voices are mingled with those of animals ; the camei 
whines and growls as he kneels and the donkey brays. The donkey 
of Jenisalem appears to be a direct descendant of that of Balaam ; it will 
not go without coaxing, and keeps braying in a voice stronger than that 
which spc^e unto Balaam. The Jerusalem roosters are noisy creatures. 
They are believed by some devotees to be the lineal descendants of the cock 
that crowed thrice for St. Peter.^ You may see them by the hundreds, lying 
tied by tlie 1^ on the stones. The present dty government does not recog- 
nize the old Rabbinic regulations which make this a public nuisance and 
prohibit the raising of chickens within the walls of the city.* Every 
family in Jerusalem keeps its own rooster. There are so many that the 
city resounds with their noise. 

KEHAL ISTANBUL 
It was about 7 o'clock when we left the hotel. Our first visit was to the 
chief synagogue of the Sephardic Community "Kehal Istambul." It is the 
House of Worship where the Haham Bashi officiates, and is considered the 
most prominent in Jerusalem. The synagogue was crowded during the 
morning services. Among those attending the services were the leaders of 
the Sephardic community in Jerusalem. The deconun in the congregatitm 
was exemplary, and the services very impressive. 

THE KARAITE COMMUNITY 
On our return we stopped at the Karaite Synagogue, a modest tittle 
edifice situated below the level of the street, which the Karaites have occu- 
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pied for many centuries. The Karaites hsd a much larger commiioi^ in 

Jerusalem in the fifteenth century, but they have decreased since that time. 
In 1830 there were no followers of Anan ben Saul in the Holy City, and 
their dwellings which were situated around their synagc^e were inhabited 
by other Jews. Their entire community perished during an epidemic, for 
their principles would not permit them to receive medical attention because 
they stick to the letter of the law "I, God, am thy physician."* They believe 
in faith cure and would rather die than violate the letter of the law. After 
the epidemic the Karaites cif Damascus cstaMishcd here a new community. 
They made the occupants of their houses return to them their traditional 
sites. The present Karaite population of Jerusalem is thirty, including 
men, wcmen and children. They have a spiritual leader, the "Haham," a 
venerable old man in his sixties, who conversed fluently in Hebrew and 
received us very cordially. He exhibited to us a scroll of the law which 
he claimed was one thousand years old, and a book of the law six hundred 
years old made of parchment and bearing the handwritii^ of a gifted scribe. 
It was during the mournful "Three Weeks," the 29th day of T^mui, when, 
according to Karaite tradition, the weekly portion of the law cannot be 
read in die synagogue from the scroll and must be read from the book as a 
sign of mourning. 

He walked about without shoes, for no Karaite can enter a house of 
worship with his shoes on or without first washing his hands and feet. A 
good supply of water is always kept at the entrance of their synagogue for 
that purpose. 

Their love of Zion and their longing for the restoration of the Temple 
and the Levitical law of purity are abnost pathetic. In the Middle Ages 
they constituted the so-called "Mourners of Zion" (Abele Zion). Some of 
the lamentations and litanies composed by the Karaites of Jerusalem are 
chanted by Jews in general when visiting the Wailing Wall. 

"Only when and where wine can be offered upon the altar may it be 
used upon the table," said the founder of the Karaite sect, and they there- 
fore abstain from wine as long as the Temple remains destroyed. 

Although the Karaites have been separated since the middle off the sev- 
enth century from the body of Israel, their physiognomy does not differ 
from that of other Jews. Observing this God-fearing and patriarchal-look- 
ing f<rflower of Anan, and noticing his love and reverence for the Torah, 
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one feels that these literalists are Jews in spite of the fact that they differ 
in certain religious practices from the larger body of Israel. 

MOUNT MORIAH AND THE TEMPLE AREA 

There is one place in Jerusalem which is sacred to all creeds. What 
Jew who has received a Biblical education does not yearn for an oppor- 
tunity to see Mount Moriah — the place where the Temple stood ? Is there 
any other place in the world which is so intimately connected with so many 
sacred associations dear to every Jew, as Mount Moriah? And yet if you 
wish to be an observant Jew you must not step on this holy ground. You 
may venture up to the gate but no further ; for there is a ban placed on 
inquisitive Jews since the days of Maimonides, and there is no way for you 
to escape the punishment of excommunication in Jerusalem. There is 
always sure to be some over-zealous Jerusalemite to watch you. Moses 
Montefiore was excommunicated by the Rabbis of Jerusalem for visiting 
the Temple area and, like a good Jew, took the penalty prescribed for such 
an offense. 

Why cannot a Jew enter this enclosure and walk over these grounds, 
once consecrated by his fathers? I asked myself. Why cannot a Jew stand 
upon the sites which form the source of his spiritual life? "Shall we sub- 
mit to the old ordinances which bar us out from a place that ought to be a 
common ground for every Jew?" I asked my friends. Would the Greek 
tolerate being barred from visiting the Acropolis when he is at Athens? 
"We must go and see the place where stood the shrine of our ancestors, 
even if we have to suffer the penalty for our action," I s^d to my friends. 

It was Sabbath afternoon when we decided to visit Mount Moriah. 
We selected that day first, because we wanted to make this Sabbath the 
most memorable day in our lives ; seccmd, on that day we hoped to evade 
the suspicions of some pious Jerusalemites. We entered the Haram through 
the cotton gate and soon were enclosed within the walls of the Temple area. 
It is hard to conceive a more striking situation for a Sanctuary than this 
space that lies in the southeastern part of the city, overlooking the Valley 
of Jehoshaphat. Even if there were no authentic evidence, one would at 
once be sure that here must be the site selected for the ancient Temple, for 
in any panorama of Jerusalem this large level and open space is the most 
prominent. The area is about thirty-six acres or about one-eighth of the 
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dimension of Jerusalem, and is surrounded by a wall eighty feet higli 
and nine feet thick. 

For over six hundred years this place was closely giiarded and no Jew 
or Christian could enter this Haram. The sentinel that was sent here by 
order of the sublime Porte was ready to shoot at any unbeliever who dared 
to enter. It is only since 1856 that this intcderance was somewhat relaxed. 

THE MOSQUE OF OMAR 
(HARAM ESH SHERIF) 

But why is this place so sacred to the Mohammedans that for six hun- 
dred years they closed it against imbelievers? Abu Bekr vouches for the 
veracity of the Moslem belief that from the Mosque of Omar (as it was 
later designated) Mohammed made his trip to Mecca on his miraculous 
steed El-Borak, accompanied by Gabriel, and thence through the Heavens. 
The Moslem sees the footprints of Moliammed on the celebrated rock, and 
the marks of the angel's hand that prevented the stone from followit^ 
Mohammed through his aerial flight. Another version of why unbelievers 
were not permitted to enter the Haram is given : A prominent Jewish pil- 
grim, while on a visit to Jerusalem in 1832, asked the GovertKW why he 
would not allow him to visit that place. "There is one place in the Haram 
from which prayers are always answered," said the Governor. "Should a 
Jew go there, he would pray that his Messiah should come, and he will 
surely come and drive the Moslems out" "God preserve me," said the 
pilgrim, "from abusing your hospitality and putting you in danger. H I 
were in the Mosque I would pray for the enlightenment and prosperity 
of all the children of Allah." 

Those days are past, however, and the gate of the Haram can be 
unlocked for anyone who offers a Bakshish, and so we passed on toward 
the Mosque of Omar. On the way, at the front of the Mosque, is situated 
an ablution fountain, as also a beautiful marble pulpit where sermons are 
preached on Fridays during the fast-m(»ith of Ramadan. 

The Mosque of Omar, or the "Dome of the Rock," is situated on a 
platform ten feet high, and is approached by three flights oi stairs which 
terminate in beautiful arcades called "Mawazan" or scales. On these 
arcades, according to tradition, the scales of judgment were suspended. On 
this site once stood the Temple of Solomon in all its glory, and then the 
humbler sanctuary of Zerubabel, as well as the Temple erected by Herod. 
The Dome of the Rock (Kubbet esh Shakhra) is the most picturesque build- 
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ing in Jerusalem. It is to Jenisalem what the Acropolis is to Athens. The 
building is oct^otul in shape and is crowned by a lofty dome that rests on 
pillars, and a gilded crescent adorns the centre of the dome. The exterior 
IS coated with fine marble up to the window-sills and porcelain tiles of exqui- 
site colors above. It i.'; indeed of poetic interest ; the lines are so simple, the 
coloring is so warm and the ornamentation so superb and tasteful that 
after thirteen hundred years there is no building in Jerusalem that can 
compare with it, includii^ the costly churches. The Dome especially is a 
masterpiece of Oriental genius. The masonry of the Mosque bears indica- 
tions of different ages, Solomonic, Herodian and Saracenic, and the stones 
in the buildings probably are taken from' the previous temple building, more 
likely from the last Temple built by Hadrian to Jupiter. The Arabs call it 
Haram Esh Sherif, or noble sanctuary, and consider it second in sacredness 
only to the great Mosque of the Prophet in the Holy City of Mecca. 

It is said that Abdel-Melek, who (688 C. E.) built the Mosque in 
honor of the third Caliph — Omar (634-44 C. E.), ordered the right hand 
of the architect to be cut off after the edifice was completed, that he mi^t 
not erect such a shrine for anyone else. The grounds around the Mosque 
are well preserved with beautiful lawns and trees, such as olives and 
cypresses. 

THE ROCK (EBEN SHETHIYAH) 
By far the most interesting object in Mosque is the Rock "Shakhra," in 
Hebrew "Eben Shethiyah" (the foundation stone), about fifty to sixty feet 
in diameter and about six feet above the marble floor. It is enclosed by a 
gilt iron fence strongly built, while above stretches a rich canopy of crim- 
son silk. There is nothing remarkable in the appearance of the rock except 
the fkct that it is a remnant of the highest point of the original ridge of 
Mount Moriah. For housing that rock this costly edifice was constructed, 
and in honor of it this beautiful dome was placed above it. What could 
have been the object of preserving this stone intact is problematic. One 
thing, however, can be stated with a measure of certainty, that we looked 
upon a spot which for loi^ centuries of promise and prophecy Israel kept 
most holy. It has become sacred to the Jews, for affliording to Jewish tra- 
dition, it is the identical rock upon which Melchizedek offered sacrifice, upon 
which Abraham was ready to sacrifice his son, and which served Jacob as a 
pillow. The same stone where the covenant of the law was placed, where 
the Holy of Holies was situated', and tradition has it that here was the 
• IblmonldM Tad Baebaudab, cb. B«tb Htbcbln 3:1, 
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treshing floor of Araanah, which David purchased to errect an altar for 
the Lord.' 

Strange enough that the "Eben Shethiyah" (foundation stone) is not 
mentioned in the Bible. The Tabnud, however, contains many references 
to that Rock and surrounds it with many legends. "It is the foundation 
stone on which the world was based"*. "Adam was moulded here, where 
afterward he built an altar. Cain and Abel offered sacrifices here. Noah 
after the flood built an altar on this rock." 

The Mohammedans have borrowed the Jewish legends and have 
expanded upon them. They believe that the Sukhra remained suspended in 
the air when it attempted to follow the Prophet on his way to Paradise, 
and it was due to Archangel Gabriel, who put his hand oo it, that it was 
left in the present position. In the cavern under the rock are, according to 
tradition, hidden treasures of Solomon's Temple. King Josiah, anticipating) 
the fall of the Temple, concealed them there. Some years ago the Moham- 
medan population of Jerusalem was in an uproar when a report spread that 
two Englishmen secretly got to this cavern and carried off these treasures. 
Beneath that rock, according to Mohammedan traditions, is the well of souls 
and entrance to Hades, and on that stone will Allah erect his throne on 
the Day of Judgment. It is next in sacredness to the Black Stone of Mecca, 
At the end of days — is Islam's belief, the Kaaha of Mecca will come to the 
Sukhra of Jerusalem and then the blast of the trumpet will sound from 
here to summon all mankind to the valley of Jehoshaphat. 

There is a small chamber under the rock. Beneath is said to be a large 
cave about six hundred feet square and six feet high". 

Our dragoman pointed to the place in that cave where prayers' are best 
heard. Mohammed himself declared that one prayer in the Sukhra is bet- 
ter than thousands elsewhere. Abraham, David and Elijah are said to have 
prayed there. In the centre oif the cave is a merUe slab that encloses an 
openii^ to a deeper cave. The Moslem regards it as the entrance to Hades. 
Until forty years ago— our guide told us, people came here to converse with 
the departed souls of their deceased relatives, but a certain widow who was 
curious and talkative carried about gossip from the living to the dead and 
caused trouble in Jerusalem, disturbing the peace of the community and 

■II BauMl xiIt:21; II Chron. Ul:l-8; I Chron zil:18-3;- 

* Tolna Mb. 

•-Tfea Jewa bdlen tbtt tlu "sacred coffer of nilct" ii Uddaa hen (Yoma Mb). 
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made an uproar below as a result. The openii^ had to be closed up to pre- 
vent further mischief-making'. 

I regret that time did not permit a longer stay in this remarkable sanc- 
ttiary. We were anxious to see other places of interest on Mount Moriah. 
We therefore went to the next prominent mosque, "El Aksa," which is held 
in great reverence by the Mohammedans. It is said that the heavy-pillared 
substructure is taken from Solomon's Temple. As mig^t be expected, a 
good deal of superstition and gossip surround "El Aksa" also. Our guide 
is authority for the statement that the cave below unites with the double 
cave of Hebron, and that when one walks on a certain black stone on the 
floor of the portico with closed eyes he will surely get to Heaven. Of course, 
he wanted pay for extending that privilege. I, however, was not inclined to 
enter Hades with my eyes closed, and we passed on to the "Medras Sal(Hno," 
a place said to be built by Sobmon, where, accordir^ to tradition, that king 
established the Sanhedrin. Medras Salomo is connected with the 
Temple by an avenue of trees surrounded by a moat. To this place the Arabs 
bring their dead relatives before interment to escape the Eternal Judgment. 

Nearby are Solomon's stables (Urvoth Shlomo), which are a series of 
spacious subterranean vaults iifteen feet high. There are fifteen rows of 
massive square pillars connected with each other by arches that sujqiort the 
superstructure of the Temple platform. The mighty stones of those pillars 
are so heavy that it would be impossible to handle them without modem 
machinery. It is situated in the southeastern part of the TemfJe, and is 
supposed to be the place where Solomon kept his horses and cattle. 
It is hard to concxive, however, that such a holy f^ace as the Temple area 
should have been used for the King^s private staUe. A more plausible 
theory would be that the so-called Solomon's stables were intended for the 
cattle brought to Jerusalem by Jewish pilgrims from all over the land for 
sacrifices. 

From there we passed the Golden Gate ( Bab-el-Rahoma, the gate of 
Mercy). According to an Arab tradition, Messiah is to make His victori- 
ous entry into Jerusalem through that gate and take possession of the city 
for Israel, and out of fear the Mohammedans keep this portal walled up. 
Another legend connected with the gate is "when the end of the world comes, 
a spider thread will bridge this space over the Valley of Jehoshaphat to the 
Mount of Olives. Jews and Christians will strive to cross on it but will be 

•According to TBltnnd (Jer. aak. 11:2), i prleit ance notlc«d that Um floorlns tmder 
hU f«et was nneven. H« tbttired tt to R comiada with the rlew to Inreitlgate It. No aooiwr 
had be tpoken whan a apark baTatlni «Dt throvsh th« floor ot Iba eanni klllad Mm. 
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destroyed ; then the Moslem, filled with terror, will pray to Mohammed to 
help them cross, whereupon the Prophet will transform himself into a ram, 
the faithful into fleas, and the ram will carry the fleas in his fleece. Thus 
we see that the most supreme relics are made the basis of superstitions, 
and the most historical localities form the origin of nursery tales. 
THE VAT-LEY OF JEHOSHAPHAT 

It was late in the afternoon when we left Mount Moriah. We passed 
the Zion Gate and thence to the "Tombs of the Kings of the House of 
David." In about twenty minutes we were on Mount Zion, where the royal 
palaces were formerly situated, now covered with cemeteries. We stopped 
in front of an ancient building, now a Mcdiammedan mosque, said to have 
been erected by Queen Helena over the catacombs of the House of David. 
No historical monument in Jenisalem is better authenticated than these 
tombs. 

This place is looked upon with reverence by the three principal faiths. 
The Mohammedan pilgrims perform their devotions there; Christians have 
a tradition that Christ held the Passover there (the last supper) ; and Jews 
until a few years ago were accustomed to assemble there on the second day 
of Shabuoth (Feast of Weeks) to recite psalms and chant excerpts from 
the Bible and Mishna )Tikkun-Shabuoth) over the graves of the kings of 
Judah.1 

There are all sorts of stories told about the splendor of these tonAs. 
The spot is enveloped in so much mystery that no one can tell the truth. 
Those that claim to have seen it probably saw only a cenotaph, which is in 
a cave above the real tombs. The upper hall which has been seen by privi- 
leged visitors is embellished with rich draperies, han^ngs and gold embroid- 
eries and contains a sarcophagus. Candles are always burning there. 

In 1839 Sir Moses and Lady Montefiore were permitted to look throu|^ 
the lattice of a trellised door and behold the t<Hnbs of the Kings". Of tho 
size and appearance of the sepulchre, it is impossible to speak with accu- 
racy, as the Moslems who guard its entrance with relipous superstition 
would not allow any one to enter. Like most tombs of that period, it is 
most likely made of solid rock and ornamented in a manner becoming to 
royalty. 

A very curious story relating to the discovery of the tombs of the 
kings of Judah is told by Benjamin of Tudela, who claims to have heard it 
from the mouth of Rabbi Abraham El-Cbnstantine, a pious ascetic : 

1 Uili pimetlce tbrongh a dacMs Uiiwd 1)7 tlM C3il«f Babbi of tb« 
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In the year 1155 C. E., or fifteen years before Benjamin w- 
ited Jerusalem, one of the walls of the place of worship on Mount 
Zion gave way. The Patriarch ordered a priest to repair it. 
The latter hired twenty laborers at fixed wages to rebuild the wall. 
Two of these builders came late one day and, trying to make up 
the lost time, continued longer at their jobs. 

While digging at the foundation they came upon a large mar- 
ble slab. Lifting the stone, they discovered an entrance to a cave, 
and exploring that subterranean passage they came upon a large 
chamber wherein stood two tablets and on each side was a gold 
sceptre, a crown and many other royal ensigns. The Sepulchre of 
Dazid was to the right of the chamber, and that of his son Solo- 
mon to the left; and behind were rows of other tombs of Kings 
of Judah. There were also near the sarcophagi many locked up 
iron chests m the chamber. 

They were about to get ivilhin the hall when a strong wind, 
like a hurricane, suddenly came bloiving from the cavern, throwing 
them back in the cave unconscious. Recovering, they heard a voice 
commanding them to leave the place. The next day the Patriarch 
sent for these men to ascertain what they saw, and they convinced 
him that they were telling the truth. He also made them came 
before Rabbi Abraham to repeat the story, and the Rabbi was sat- 
isfied that they had seen the sepulchres of the Royal Family of 
Judah. The laborers feared to return to that place and the eccle- 
siast ordered the place to be wailed up.* 

According to Josephiis, Solomon interred his father here with great 
magnificence and with all the funeral pomp wherewith kings used to be 
buried,* and he concealed there numerous treasures, which lay undisturbed 
through the revoluti<Hi of the kingdom until Hyrcanus, the son of Simon 
Tharsi, 130 B. C. E., driven by necessity of war, removed the royal vaults 
and handed 3000 talents of silver to Antiochus Sidetes to raise the siege of 
Jerusalem and grant him terms of peace'**. Hyrcanus, however, did not 
approach the dust of David. Herod, hearing of the treasure discovered by 
the son of Simon and being in need of funds to complete his great work in 
Jerusalem, made an attempt to find the treasures. In search thereof he even 

*B«D]aiiiln of Tadela, pp. S8-1I); Bobn aerlei lino "Etght Yean In Aala and AMct," 
b7 I. 1. Benlimm. 11 Bngliih edition, HaDoier, ISSS, p. 20, 
•ABUq. 8 Til, Ch. ZV & 
» Ibid. 
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entered the chambers that ooatamed the bodies of David and Solomon. He, 
however, met with no success, because two of his guards who were searchii^ 
for royal treasure were killed by a flame burstit^ upon them."'" 

The Jews always regarded with affection the sepulchre of the Wings. 
Nehemiah gave Artaxerxes the reason for his sadness "that the [Jace of my 
fathers' tomb lieth waste and the gates thereof are consumed with fire,"** 
and when Nehemiah completed the wall of the city begun by Shalum, he 
extended the wall "unto the place over against the Sepulchre of David."" 

Retnmii^, we passed around the quaint old wall looking down at the 
Valley of Jehoshaphat. 

To look down in this valley is to recall a great part of Jewish history, 
for every foot of territory is historical. Down below is the path throi^ 
which Ebvid fled from the conspiracy of Absalom, and above is the Mount 
of Olives, with its large number of chapels, thousands of tombstones and 
scattered trees. Here is Mount Scopus, where the Assyrians were encamped 
against the Judeans, where the Romans and Persians massed their armies 
against Jerusalem, and where the Saracens and Crusaders pitched their 
tents to attack the Holy Gty. How often was the air here darkened with 
missiles directed against this shining prize, and how many armies have clos«d 
in upon this spot I 

There is the Valley of Jehoshaphat. It curves down until it is merged 
in the Valley of Kedron. That valley perhaps is the saddest place on earth. 
At no place on the globe is death so visible as here. Nature appears tired 
and worn out This va?ley lies between Mount Moriah and the Mount of 
Olives. At the foot of the Mount of Olives rise several monuments, to one 
of which tradition attaches the name of Absalom ; stones are thrown by 
natives at the tomb of the would-be-patricide as a mark of disapproval. 
There was formerly a form of a hand on the tower, and the story goes 
that Napoleon ordered his bodyguards to strike down the hand of the 
man who rose against his own father. Nearby is the tomb of Jehosha- 
phat, and the monolith of Zachriah (the entire mausoleum being hewn 
out of one rock) is next seen. Behind them stretches a long line of 
tombstones more modem than the others, and an infinite number of 
other tombstones lies on the ground. 

" Joi. Ant. B, ztI:T, 1. 

"There ti in old tradttloD that tbe Sceptn ot SolomoQ wai depoilted In tbat tomb, and 
none dane to toncb It but a deacendaot of tbe Honae of David, ma tradition UTe rlae to 
tbe romance o( David Alror, bj Benjamin DlaraelL Bee preface, b; the antbor ofDavid Airoy, 

» Nab. 11 ;S. 

"IMd. -hi 
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From time immemorial the Jew has preferred this valley above any 
other for his last resting pla(%. A pious Jew was always eager to be 
entombed under the shade of the rocks of Moriah and the walls of the 
Temple, since here, according to tradition, will be the scene of resurrec- 
tion and, being entombed here, one would be saved a long journey through 
the body of the earth at the end of days. Also the death would here rise 
out of their graves and appear before His jui^ment seat to receive rewards 
for their deeds. Thus ssud the Prophet, "The day will ccnne when the 
Eternal will judge the nations assembled in the Valley of Jehoshaphat.''^' 

It is not surprising, therefore, that there was always something de- 
pressing and inexpressibly sad in the features and customs of the Jews of 
Jerusalem. It was due to the fact that they came here to die, and a com- 
munity gathered for such a purpose cannot be in a particularly happy 
mood, or careful about appearances. 

The rise of the Jewish National sentiment has brou^t a revolution 
even in the Holy City. The stream of the new immigration has brought 
new life to a hitherto dead city. Hie youi^ Judeans come here to live 
rather than to die, to rebuild the ruin of Zioo, and rehabilitate the city 
of David and to make Jerusalem again "the joy of the whcde earth," 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 
NEW JERUSALEM 

The condition of the Jewish people in old Jerusalem will be best under- 
stood when the topography of the Holy Gty is surveyed. Not claiming 
to be too exact, the city may be said to occupy a semi-circular platform, 
the semi-circle facing the south. Beginning from the west of the half- 
circle and turning round south is the valley of Hinnom, at the southeast it 
merges with the valley of the brook of Kidron, and through that valley 
with the valley Jehoshaphat in the east, where it completes the boundaries 
of the dty. Thus, from three sides, Jerusalem is a "city set on a hill." 
The north of the platform — or the base of the semi-circle — is the only part 
not marked by a depression and is on a level with adjacent territory^. 

Now if a line represented by Damascus Street from the north be drawn 
towards the Zion Gate to the south, .and another cross-line be drawn from 
Jaffa Gate west along David Street, the point of intersection of both streets 
is the centre of the city, and it divides the old city into four parts. 

The northern part will ba found to constitute four-fifths of the city, 
and is occupied by Moslems in the east and by the Christian quarters 
in the west. The southern part of the city, which forms only one-fHth of 
Jerusalem, is occupied by Jews in the east and the Armenian quarters in 
the west. The entire length ofi the city from Damascus Gate in the north 
to the Zion Gate at the south is barely one-sixth of a mile, and the area 
of the historic city within the walls is only 210 acres, or less than c«ie- 
third of a square mile. One can walk from one end of the city to the 
other in ten minutes. It will thus be seen that the Jewish quarters oca^)y- 
ing only a small part of the city, had hardly room enough to house several 
thousand Jews, and were entirely inadequate for the increased immigra- 
tion of the latter years. The question of finding hospices for the large 
number of immigrants became years ago a very serious one, and had to 
be solved. 

To an American philanthropist is due the credit of opening up the 
gates of Jerusalem into its suburbs. Judah Touro^ conceived the idea of 
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buildit^ dwellings for poor Jews of Jerusalem outside of the city walb as 
a means of relieving the distressing conditions of his co-religionists >of the 
Holy Gty. He willed a sum of $60,000 for that purpose in trust of Sir 
Moses Montefiore and the "North American Relief Society for the Indi- 
gent Jews of Jerusalem." These alms houses, known by the Hebrew name, 
"Bate! Mishkenoth Shaananim," or erroneously called "Montefiore 
Houses," were built in the year i860, on the road to Hebron, southwest of 
the old city .• 

This was quite an innovation. It laid a foundati<m for a New Jeru- 
salem and made a new epoch^ in the history of the Holy City. It was prob- 
ably the first time in the history of Jerusalem that its quaint walls were 
broken throu^ by friends in order to make it larger, healthier and better. 
It was also a new experiment for the Jews who erstwhile came here from 
the diaspora to die within the walls of the Holy City to venture life out 
of \M massive walls ; and indeed it was not an easy task to establish people 
in the suburban colony of "Touro". It was difficult to find Jews daring 
enough to live several miles away from the city; even to walk sir^ly out- 
side the city boundaries, was som^ing that the Jerusalem Jews dreaded. 
These new settlers were drawn by lot, and the occupants of the first houses 
were for some years on the pay-roll. Gradually the Jews of Jerusalem 
convinced themselves that their fear was unfounded and realized that 
the inhabitants of the Touro Colcmy were perfectly contented with tlieir 
new domiciles and greatly preferred the new abodes to the dingy, subter- 
ranean huts of the old city. Many new colonies socmi sprang up on the 
Jaffa Road, in the western side of the city, and beyond the Damascus Gate, 
and not by the help of the philanthropists, but on private initiative. Inde- 
pendent building organizations were founded, and many suburbs came 
rapidly into existence. "A Hundred Gates" (Meah Shearim i860), the 
largest colony, is thus named because the -ori^nal company consisted of 
one hundred stockholders, each one contributing annually $40.00. This 
suburb is situated at the northwestern entrance olf thd city . Other suburbs 
are "The House- of Israel," "Stone of Israel," "Tabernacle of Peace," 
"Rechoboth," "Moses Gate" and "Inheritance of Seven." Many clusters of 
hospices overhanging the Valley of Hinnom are occufned by the Yemenite 
Jews. 

The idea of building houses found favor with the Kolelim, many of 
which built and maintained new groups of bouses in the various parts of 
the city. 

• Bee Dlarlei of Sir Kamtm end Lad7 Hontoflon, Vol. I, p. lOS. OtlMKO. 1800. 
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Private individuals followed the scheme ; among th^m mention should 
be made of three Americans. Moses M. Vodner anrf Moses Alexander 
each built twenty houses, antj the late Nathan Marks, of Chicago, is re- 
sponsible for a group of fifty houses bearing the name "Nathan's Village" 
(Kefar Nathan). The"Ika"has built quarters for workingmen (Nahalath 
Zion), which are sold <mi easy terms, also a row of houses for wealthy 
tenants Nahalath Zadoc (after the late chief Rabbi of France). 

Later real estate speculators made their appearance and the idea viras 
taken up as a business venture. People began to) build or buy houses in 
New Jerusalem as a profitable investment. Now New Jerusalem built be- 
yond the city walls is much lai^r than the- old city, and it is a pleasure 
to look at the neat clusters of houses that have grown up during the last 
quarter of a century. 

THE HALUICAH 

Sines "Halukah" was the instrument that enabled the returned S<»s 
of Israel to resettle in the Holy City virtually from the earliest period of the 
dispersion, it is well to consider it when speaking of New Jerusalem in order 
to form some idea of the influence it exercised on the new life that is sprout- 
ing in Palestine in general and in the Holy City in particular. 

The "Halukah," which literally signtiies "divisitMi" or disbursement, is 
an organized effort on the part of Jews of the diaspora to collect funds 
for distribution among the Jews in the Holy Land, principally Jerusalem. 
The recipients of this Universal Jewish Collection are divided into two 
classes: Sephardim [called also Spaniols (Espagnots), Franks, or "El 
Vehud"! and Ashkenazim [El Shiknaz]. 

The first are the descendants of the Jews who were exiled from Spain 
in 1492 and a few years later from Portugal, and to whom Bajazet II, Sul- 
tan of Turkey, granted free admission to the Ottoman Empire*. 

The Jews of the Oriental countries, though they are not Sephardim in 
the literal sense, are considered under this class because of their c(»nmoa 
liturgy and ritual. The language spoken among the Jews of Spanish par- 
entage is the Ladino or Spagniol, a Judeo-Spanish dialect. It is a mixture 
of the fifteenth century Castilian, Hebrew and Arabic languages, as the 
Yiddish is middle hi^ German mixed with Hebrew, Slavic and Lithuanian 
dialects. 

■ To tbla BTonp may t>« added tbe North AMcmu, UsxbreblD. Jewi rrom Tunla, Alclert, 
TrlpoU and Horocoo and tho Arab Jawa from Yemen, the Penlan Jewi "Adjamr*; tbe Jewi 
from Bokhatm, MeaopoUmia, and 871^11 cltlea anch aa Aleppo, Vitu 01 Urfoli, and Jawi ot 
TranKftDCBaU, I>«gheitaii uid QeorrU (Qmilnla). 
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The population of the Sephardic element of Jerusalem is, accordii^; to 
Joshua Barzilai*: Spagnols, 6000; Yemenites, 3000; Persians, 1200; Gru- 
sinians, 1000; Bocharians, 500; Maghrebins, 1500; total, 13,200. Out of 
this number only about 1000 depend entirely on the Halukah, among them 
are the Hahamim (students of the Yeshibah), widows and orphans. 

The theory of the Sephardim is that the purpose of the Halukah is a 
premium upon Jewish learning;, therefore no one but a Talmid Hacham and 
schools of Jewish learning are entitled to a share in the Halukah. (The 
fund, however, also pensions widows and orphans and is used for com- 
munal needs.) 

The Ashkenazim (EI Shiknaz in Arabic) embrace all Jews of Eastera 
Europe, Germany, France, England and America. Their vernacular was 
until recently Yiddish (of late Hebrew is rapidly taking its place among the 
new generation). 

It is difficult to establish with any degree of certainty the time when 
the Ashkenazim arrived in Jerusalem. The Seder Hadoroth^ gives us reason 
to believe that there were Ashkenazim in Jerusalem as early as the eleventh 
century. It guotes Elijah Baal Shem of Chelm as saying- that once a Jew 
of German ori^n saved a Crusader named Dolberger from death, and out 
of gratitude his family saved many Jewish lives in Palestine. 

In the middle of the thirteenth century a prosperous Ashkenazic com- 
munity, by no means dependent on Halukah, existed in the Holy City. 
Jewish scholarship then flourished in France, Paris became a centre of Jew- 
ish learning, and when Rabbi Yehiel, the head of the Rabbinical school, 
sent messengers to Jerusalem to collect money for tfie Paris Yeshibah the 
wealthy members of the Jerusalem community responded liberally.' 

Rabbi Yehiel was so well impressed with the liberality of the Jews of 
Jerusalem that when persecution of Jews in France broke out^ and the royal 
edicts included burning of the Talmud and Rabbinic literature. Rabbi Yehiel, 
at the head of three hundred disciples, of French and English nativity, 
removed his school to Jerusalem, where he was received by the Sultan with 
honors. The sultan built for him a synagi^ue and provided quarters for 
his disciples. Rabbi Yehiel, however, soon found himself without means 
of support, as the city was not quite able to take care of all his followers, 
and he was compelled to send his friend, Rabbi Jacob, of Paris, as a mes- 

• HaabUoah. Vol. XXIT: TO. 

■ Seder Hadoroth, Lublin Ed. p. S2. 

■ Sbebet Tebndah, HanoTsr, p. US, 
' DarliiB t)M relKH ot I/oaU IX. 
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sei^^ (MeshuUah) to solicit contributions in Paris and in Moslem coun- 
tries*. 

Ten years later Nachmanides visited Jerusalem and founded a 
Jewish settlement and a Rabbinic school on Mount Zion, The entire 
community was dependent upon money collected from Egypt, Me- 
sopotamia, Syria and especially Damascus. It is 
now that we first hear of the Ashkenazim. In his let- 
ters to his son he complains that Ashkenazim do not come to Jerusalem as 
pilgrims, but visit the place with the intention to remain, not as their Sephar- 
dic brethren who come hither in large numbers to see and pray at the Holy 
Shrines and if they decide to settle in Jerusalem it is for tiie purpose of 
being entombed in the holy dust of Mount Olivet. The number of Ashkena- 
zim appears to have grown rapidly after the death of Nachmanides, as soon 
after Rabbi Isaac Halevi found it necessary to establish a Yeshibah for the: 
Jerusalem youths .• 

The quarters occupied by Nachmanides remain to this day the Jewish- 
quarters. Rabbi Vehudah haHasid of Shidliz, Poland, who (1701), with 
many followers immigrated to the Holy Land, built a syna- 
gogue for Ashkenazim, near the place occupied by the Mid- 
rash ha-Ramban. The place is known now as "H u r v a t h 
Rabbi Ylehudah haHasi d." After the death of that 
pious Rabbi the Ashkenazim were in a critical condition and messengers 
were despatched to Germany and other countries with a[q>eals for assist- 
ance. They were poor and they had to pawn their synagogue in order to 
meet the exactions of the authorities. 

In 1701 the Moslems fell upon the Ashkenazim, burned their Syna- 
gogues and occupied their dwellings, put to the torch the Scrolls and Rab- 
binic literature, placed the eiders of the Ashkenazim in prison and took 
away their headquarters as a ranstwa because they couldn't pay the interest 
on their loans. The poor Ashkenazim, under cover of night, escaped into 
the mountains of upper Galilee and settled in Safed. For a period of one 
hundred years no Ashkenazi dared enter the Holy Gty. The opposition to 
the Ashkenazim was so strcH^ly rooted among the Arabs that at the begin- 
ning of the nineteenth century, when the plague broke out in Safed, Jews- 
did not feel safe to return to Jerusalem and a number of Ashkenazim who 
had returned had disguised themselves as Sephardim. Twenty of them 
who subsequently organized the "Adath Ashkenazim Penishim" were ia 



-c by Google 



l« NEW JUDEA 

dread lest the taxes left unpaid by the Ashkenazim of a century before might 
be demanded of them. 

In 1840, when Jerusalem was returned to the Turks, many Ashkena- 
zim came from Lithuania, White Russia and Galicia. Great distress pre- 
vailed among them and meshuUachim (messengers) were sent to Russia 
to organize the Halukah. In 1826 an earthquake at'Safed, where the Ashke- 
nazim had resided for over a century, brought mauy more to Jerusalem. 
Not until the middle of the nineteenth century, however, was the presence 
of Ashkenazim felt. They came from the ranks of the Hasidim in Poland 
and southern Russia; using a similarritual to thatof theSephardim. They 
were easily assimilated with them and received a share in the Halukah. 

The Perushim coming from Lithuania and South Russia were then 
few in munber. They were not recognized by the Halukah managers. The 
credit for havii^ organized a special Halukah for Ashkenazim is due to 
Rabbis Menachem Mendel and Israel of Sklov, who, together with twenty 
other Perushim, disciples of Elijah Wilna, immigrated to Palestine and 
settled in Safed. They sent a certain Rabbi Israel to Lithuania to solicit 
contributions. 

The anti-Jewish outbreaks in 1882 brought many more Jewish fugi- 
tives from Russia to Jerusalem, who brought along more modem ideas of 
life. In ten years the number of Jews had grown to 25,000, and in 1910 it 
was increased to 50,000*. 

The Ashkenazim regarded the Halukah as a legitimate means of induc- 
ing Jews to settle in Palestine as well as to preserve the traditional idealism 
of Jewish learning ; accordingly, everyone liiat settles in Palestine, be he a 
Haham or not, is entiUed to that benevolence."* 

The figures given by Barzilai as to the number of Ashkenazim in Jeru- 
salem appear to be most reliable." He estimates the number of Ashke- 
nazim from the statistical records of the various Kolelim, who distributed 
Halukah to 27,1^0 persons as follows: 

Persons. 

Hungary 2,000 

Galicia 3,000 

Transylvania 100 

Holland and Germany 170 

Roumania 600 

America 1,000 

•OlTld TrletiCh, "Pmleetlne," Eng. Efl., p. 29. 

"Tbe letter o( Nacbmnnldes would «haw that this was tha way tbe Ashkenailm Inter- 
preted the meaiiliig of Ealnkali. See Iggeretb Hatambu, 0)DStantliiopl«, ISUr. 
" HsBtaUoab, 21, pp. 271. 
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Reisin 700 

Carlin 600 

Zitotnir 4O0 

Warsaw 2.0°° 

Hbd 2,500 

SuwaUci 1.200 

Wilna and Szamut 3.500 

Grodno 2,800 

Volhynia 3.«» 

Minsk 1.200 

Pinsk 1.200 

Bessarabia 200 

' Vaad Kol ha Kolelim 1,000 

Recipients of Halukah — 

Ashkenazim 27,170 

Sephardim 13.200 

Do not need Halukah 4.000 

Total number of Jews 44.370 

According to the same authority only 3270 persons, or less than one- 
ninth of the Ashkenazim, receive 100 francs ($20) per person a 
year — an amount hardly sufficient to subsist cmi, and 23,900 or 8/9, receive 
only a fraction thereof — from one-half to one-tenth of the actual necessi- 
ties ; almost all have to look to other sources for a living:. 

In spite of a frightful poverty, the proportion of Jewish beggars in 
Jerusalem is very small in comparison to the natives, of whom ten per cent, 
are beggars. One sees them at every historic place following the tourist, a 
condition rare among the Jews. Indeed, I was most agreeably disappointed 
and can say that I was no more annoyed by Jewish mendicants during my 
stay in Jerusalem than I was in lai^ cities of Europe. 

THE EFFECT OF THE HALUKAH ON MODERN 
JEWISH LIFE IN PALESTINE 

It is a mistaken idea that modern Zionism alone is responsible for 
the influx of Jews in Palestine. Long before the Choverei Zion Move- 
ment, the love for Palestine was rooted in the heart of the Jew, It not 
only manifested itself in tears and prayers, but was also at times ex- 
pressed in practical nationalism. 
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Since the destruction of the Second Temple 70 C. E. the love of the 
Jew for his historic land was notable. The greatest aspiration of the Jew 
in the diaspora was to see with "his own eyes" the land of promise. 

The old lovers of Zion were of the opinion that in order to build Jew- 
ish settlements in Palestine, schools must precede it, a (act reo^nized by 
modern Zionists with some variations as to the character of the schools 
and Jews in the diaspora were urged to support the Talmudic schools of 
Jerusalem, Tiberias, Usha, Sepphoris, etc. Some of these academies of 
Jewish learning date back to the earliest Rabbinic period. '*-^' 

The early pioneers who clung to the soil facing humiliation, persecu- 
tion and death rather than leave their beloved land, were the types of the 
modem "Bi.'us." And, as the agricultural colonies would have been an 
impossibility if it were not for the heroic pioneers of the Bilu type, so 
would rehabilitation of the land be impossible if not for the earlier religious 
settlers in the cities, who laid the foundation of Jewish urban settlements 
in Palestine. 

The origioators of the Halukah, therefore, were not only possessed 
of religious motives, but also of a desire to promote Jewish settle* 
ments. 

When Nachmanides arrived in Jerusalem (1267), there were only two 
Jews residing there. The funds received from Jews in Egypt, Mesopotamia, 
Syria and Asia Minor,'* enabled many Jews to settle in Jerusalem. His 
work was later continued by Rabbi Moses Alshich, 1599, Rabbi Isaiah 
Halevi Horwitz and others. These Rabbis ar« supposed to have been 
the originators of the time hcHiored boxes bearing the name "Rabbi Meir 
Baal Nes" (the Miracle Worker). 

There is no name better known amoi% Jews than that of Meir Baal 
Nes I Near Tiberias is located the burial place said to be that of the 
"Miracle Worker." Two synagogues are erected on this grave, a Sephar- 
dic and an Ashkeoazic, where prayers are offered twice daily and where 
Talmudic schools are conducted. Who was that wonderman that the poor- 
est of Jews in time of distress wil?. deposit the last coin in the charity box 
bearing his name? Who was that miracle worker that is held in such rev- 
erence? ("If one is in dat^er," said Baal Shem Tob, "let him donate 

u Bea "AcademlM Id PalnUne," J. B., Vol. I, p. 147. 

'■ From the letter lent bj JoMpb KlMgan. Slnt of tbe Khasan, to 'Baidit Ibn Skapmt, 
KH C. B., It Kppeira that there wen academle* of JptvlBh le.irnlng In Jeniulem at that 
period. (The Jew* In BbmU and Poland, b7 Dabnolr, 'Bag. Bd., Yti. I, p. ST. 

■■ Where the Balnkah caiae from until the flfleenth eentnrr. 
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eighteen coins for the purchase of candles and burn them for the soul of 
Rabbi Mdr Baal Nes and repeat three times, 'The God of Rabbi Meir 
shall he.'.p me.' "" 

History is silent on that question. It was certainly not the Tanaite 
Rabbi Meir, for the Talmud does not associate him with miracles.'* 

A traveler in the early part of the nineteenth century, who did not de- 
sire to have his name mentioned, appears to throw some light on the mys- 
tery. There was a pious ascetic in Tiberias, known as Rabbi Meir, who 
vowed that he would not be seated until Messiah wou'd c<Hne. When he 
died he was buried standing under a huge [Mle of stones near Tiberias over 
which a syiiag<^ue was erected." 

The Meshullach (the messenger), who was sent into the diaspora to 
arouse sentiment for the Halukah, made it also a point to persuade lews 
of the diaspora to emigrate to the Holy Land and to enlighten the Jews 
of the diaspora on Jewish tradition and the Hebrew language. Rashi tells us 
that a "Shaliah" from Palestine had shown him the true intonation of some 
Biblical accents, and Ibn Ezra (li68) also conferred with scholars and 
Massorites of Mazarah (the later name of Tiberias), on the pronunciation 
of Hebrew. 

One of the Meshullachim of the seventeenth century, known as Rabbi 
Moses Hagiz, in defining the duties of the Meshullach and the purposes of 
the Halukah, states that "the Meshullach is sent abroad to inform the Jews 
of the diaspora of the condition of their brethren in the Holy Land and to 
solicit good will and support for the standard bearers of the Tabernacle of 
God, who keep alive Jewish hopes and aspirations in the land of Israel."" 
"TTiat Oiristians," he continued, "contribute thousands of pounds yearly for 
the maintenance of their inhabitants, is a challenge to the Jew who fails 
to provide for the beloved sons of Zion.'" 

But, while the Halukah had its merits and has served a good purpose 
for many centuries, it has of late been subjected to the lash of the critic 
and to reproaches in many respects not undeserved. The system of organi- 
zation of the Halukah is a medieval one and the splitting up that time- 
honored charity into Kolelim must lead to discrimination and injustice. 
Through the building up of a system of Meshullachim on a commission 
basis and allowing a percentage to local Gabaim who take charge of the col- 

■■ Kelber TorMi, VoL 3, pp. 22, IT. 
<• Our TUracI, Vol. VI, .p. 74. 
*' U'baiMntb Zl«a, p. EIS. 

"Btpbith Bmeth bj Hoiea ben Jacob HaKl*. Amatcrdim, INT. (Jewlih Enerelopadia. 
Vol, vr. m.) 
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lection as well as to the Menahalim in Jerasalem for distribution, the Halu- 
kah is fraught with injustice both to recipients and to donors, because 75 
per cent, of the money collected goes to waste and only 25 per cent, reaches 
the needy. It gives to the Menahalim, who control the distribution, undue 
power to interfere with modem schools, for they often hold the Halukah 
as a whip over the heads of parents not to send children to such schools, 
and offer no encouragement to the youths to learn a trade or to take up 
industrial or agricultural pursuits. Such a system is a precarious one, it 
tends to shake the confidence of the contributors, and it does great harm 
to many well-deserving Jews, 

About $500,000 is contributed to the Halukah every year. Such a 
large sum could be a great help to the present "Yishub," if it were well 
applied and properly managed. Modem methods must, therefore, be 
adopted, a program of constructive work should be mapped out, a bet- 
ter auditing system should be introduced, as well as a more economical 
method of collection. "The problem of the Halukah should not be solved 
by abolishing it, but rather by strengthening it through wise management" 

The efforts of the "Vaad Kol Hakolelim,"" to regulate the Halukah 
as well as the activities of "L'maan Zion" (a Frankfurt organization), 
for the same purposes, were not able to stem the evil. Indeed, there is a 
revolution going on among the younger generation who become sensitive 
if the Halukah and grow tired eatii^ the "bread of affliction," as they 
style it The writer was present at a gathering of "Hahamim,"" and from 
expressions made by them, it was evident that they disliked their depend- 
ence on the Halukah. Speakers urged upon their comrades to leave the 
Yeshibah and look to the soil for support. 

In a pamphlet "Koheleth Jacob" a detailed plan is mapped out for an 
agricultural colony in the vicinity of Jerusalem. 

The writer in a subsequent visit to Constantinople sought to interest 
the late David Wolfson in the scheme of the Koheleth Jacob organiza- 
tion. The Zionist leader consented to take the matter up with the National 
Fund managers. 

Even some of the Menahalim of the Halukah have realized that some- 
thing tangible ought to be done, and have established a Manual Training 
School (1908), in Jaffa for youi^ men of religious homes, to teach them 
a trade. About fifty pui^ls are taught to make locks, hinges, bolts, screws 
and trimmings for wheels. 
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J MECHANICAL LABOR 

As in agriculture, the credit of being first to interest the Palestinian 
Jewish youth in manual training is due to the Alliance Israelite Univer- 
selle who established in 1882 a school in Jerusalem for boys and 
afterwards for girls to teach them a trade, thereby removing from the 
Halukah atmosphere many of the young generation. 

The school is well equipped to instruct the Jerusalem youths in many 
branches of manual labor. It gives courses in carpentering, woodcarving, 
machine construction, smithing, casting, weaving and dyeing. In the girls' 
school home industries, such as embroidering, dressmaking and hairnet in- 
dustry, are taught. The school accommodates 250 boys and about sixty 
girl pupils.*' 

BEZALEL SCHOOL 

Of quite a different calibre is the school that was founded by a special 
committee in Berlin, through the efforts of Professor Boris Schatz, in Jan- 
uary, 1906, and was taken over by the Bezalel Society the following Oc- 
tober. None of the Jewish institutions can point to such a rapid develop- 
ment as can that school. In the first year a carpeting atelier with a 
workroom for spinning and dyeing was already in operation. 

In the following year departments for woodcarving, filagree work, 
stoneciittii^, Damascus metal work, basket making and lithi^raphy were 
introduced ; later, metal chasing, batik work and ivory carving were added. 

Soon two museums, one containing archeological and Jewish Art col- 
lections and the other a collection of natural history, such as the Flora 
and Fauna of Palestine, were opened in the school. In these musetmis the 
Bezalel pui»ls are instructed to employ as motifs various Palestinian ani- 
mals, birds and insects as well as antiquities preserved in the 
museum. In a special course the students are taught to combine Hebrew 
letters into pretty ornamentations and to give to them modern forms. Such 
fancy lettering is handed over to the carpet weaving department and the 
borders or centre pieces are modeled after the Hebrew Alphabet. 

Since February, 1908, the Society has occupied a magnificent struc- 
ture, in the best quarters of New Jerusalem, purchased by the Jewish Na- 
tional Fund. Two years later an adjoining house was secured and a new 

» The Soeletj "Eirath NMaeblm," foanded by the late H. Framkln, Nltalm BeluT and 

BD Yebndab In 1881 Witt "■ ' '---" — '•-- ' • — — - 
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carpet atelier was constructed where weaving, d3reing and spinning are also 
tauj^t" 

The Bezalel has founded the first Workman Colony for Yemenite 
Jews in Ben Shemen, near Lydda, upon an estate of the Jewish Na- 
tional Fund, where twelve families are earning a livelihood by means 
of truck farming, filagree work and carpet weaving. Thus, a foundation 
was laid for the introduction of artistic industries to rural districts. 

The number of men, women and children who are employed in Bezalel 
are about 450. It represents the greatest industrial undertaking in Pales- 
tine. The articles manufactured there appeal to the refined taste of Eu- 
rope and America. Their sale is comparatively an easy matter. The car- 
pets, especially, are made in very beautiful designs of luxurious and har- 
monious coloring. The features of the designs are objects such as the 
Menorah, or the Ner Tamid (Perpetual Light) executed in various shapes. 
The Bezalel exhibitions held within the last few years in the largest cities 
of Europe and America have proven that the articles are appreciated by 
people of refined taste. Large business houses and department stores 
have also shown an interest in the Bezalel and placed orders for Bezalel 
work. 

In 1912 the sale of products realized 250,000 francs ($50,000), while 
130,000 francs ($26,000) were paid out in wages. What 
most impresses the visitor is the Jewish atmosphere surroimdii^ that 
school. Not only is the Hebrew langui^e the medium of instruction, but 
the Hebrew spirit prevails all over Bezalel. The desire on the part of the 
teachers and students to have a typically Jewish school for arts and crafts 
has brought with it the love for the land and enthusiasm for everythit^ 
Jewish. The art student draws his inspiration here, where every sight 
recalls memories of the past, and where the ear rings with the fascinat- 
ing sounds of the Hebrew language and the tunes of national Hebrew 
songs, from distinctly Jewish sources. Here the Jewish pupil will soon 
develop an artistic temperament and an imagination peculiar to himself. 

The Jewish ornaments that characterize the products of the Bezalel, 
give the new Jewish art a specific Jewish coloring. Credit 

■Mat. Nov.. 1800. 
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for this accompUshmeDt mtist also be given to the famous artist, E. M, 
Lilian, who assisted Schatz in this worit^. 

The enthusiasm of the pupils and workers is not only marked in the 
workrooms, but also in their homes. While visitii^ the Bezalel the writer 
was invited to a Bnth Milah celebration at the residence of one of the fore- 
men of the Bezalel. The entire department closed for two 
hours in honor of the new-born Judean. With Prof, Shatz leading 
the employees made their way to the home of the new-born, where 
we found the room beautifully decorated with flowers and solemnized with 
many wax tapers. The "Kisei she] Eliyahu" was covered with a canopy of 
white and blue, and two silver "Ez hayims," made in the school (similar to 
those that adorn the scroll of the law), were placed on each side of the 
chair. Professor Schatz was the Sandik. After the ceremony was over 
the entire gathering formed themselves into a circle and started to dance 
the "Karahod" (an old Chasidic dance). An immense circle of clappii^ 
hands were swinging in wild rythym to the tune of the song, which all 
the dancers sang in chorus. "Who will build Galilee?" the leader asked 
"God will build Galilee," the chorus replied. Again, "Who will build Gali- 
lee?" "We shall build Galilee," the chorus wtntinued; "Jerusalem is in Pal- 
estine. B'zalel is in Jerusalem"... And they danced and sang with all their 
might, clasping hands, and dosing with "There shall yet OHne the redeemer." 

These happy Palestinians surrounded us and quickly dragged us in 
their circle, and we soon caught the spirit, and joined in the chorus, "There 
shall yet come the redeemer." 

Among the other industrial efforts should be mentioned the "Verband 
der Juedischen Frauen fur Culturelle Arbeit in Palestina." Through this 
organization hundreds of girls have been enabled to earn a livelihood by nee- 
dlework, such as dressmaking, embroidering, etc." The excellent work of 
Mrs. Finn, a Christian woman, is worthy of note; many Yemenite 
Jews find employment in her Workshop, situated in a suburb of Jeru- 
salem (Abraham's Vineyard), by making soap and other useful articles. 
Jews, however, avail themselves of her philanthropy rather unwillingly, 
as they suspect her of missionary motives, Mrs, Finn has the distinc- 
tion of being the iirst in modern times to initiate Jerusalem Jews 
into agricultural occupations on her plot of ground at Abraham's Vineyard. 

" Ttm ZloniBt ontnliBtlan. bb well as other Jewllb MctetlM, are endekToring to creaU t 
market for tbe Beialel proiliicta lo that It* gradaatea ihtll ban do canae to emigrate from 
PalosUne. So far Terr »w of Iti araduatea hare departed for otber landa. In direct contraat 
with ttie eiperlencea of (be acboola of the AIIlaD?e laraellte UDlrereelle. 

■■ Thanka to the Intereat Bbown bj Darid Trletacb, who bai pointed out that In aoma 
atatea. aoch aa the l^nerlffe lalanda, about fltteen thaoeand glrla occupied In tfala Indnatrr 
earn aa Buich ai 10,000,000 franca (fZ,0CO,O00> a fear. 
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The Halukah also maintains a trade school of three classes for 
teaching tailoring, shoemaking and Sefer Torah writing. 

Last but not least is the shop founded in 1913 by Nathan Straus in 
connection with the relief station, where unskilled workmen are being taught 
to make mother-of-pearl beads and pearl buttons, a very profitable industry 
which was hetherto carried on by the people of Bethlehem. 

According to a report of the French Consulate in 1907, there were in 
Jerusalem six thousand Jewish workmen of all sorts. The highest wage- 
earners are the weavers, founders and masons, with $1.50 per day. The 
lowest wages are those of glaziers and Sefer Torah writers. Previous to 
1909 about thirty-four mechanics became self'supporting through the 
efforts of the Alliance Israelite Universelle. Among small industries 
may be mentioned the olive wood industry, wherein men earn a living 
by making olive wood albums, ink wells, penholders, candlesticks, paper 
cutters, etc. 

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 

Jewish education in Palestine until a generation ago was confined to the 
Talmud and Rabbinic literature; even the most elementary subjects such 
as arithmetic, Hebrew grammar and language were excluded from the Tal- 
mud Torahs. The school system has within recent years undergone many 
changes. Modem ideas have penetrated even the massive walls of the Holy 
City, and as a result many reforms were introduced into the curriculum of 
the Heder, so that at present subjects such as hygiene, anatomy, physiology, 
stenography and bookkeeping are taught in some of the schools of Jeru- 
salem. 

The first school established on modern lines was the Laemel School, 
founded in the year 1856. It is situated upon high ground in a new build- 
ing overlooking Meah Shearim, As might be supposed, the introduction 
of such a school met with violent opposition from the Ashkenazim, who 
feared that a modern school would be inimical to Orthodox observances. 
The opposition was so bitter that Ludwig August Frankl, the Austrian Jew- 
ish poet and literateur, who came from Vienna to organize the Frau Elise 
Von Herz Laemel School, was excommunicated by the Ashkenazic Rabbis. 
Placards to that effect were put on houses, lamentations recited and prayers 
offered at the Wailing Wall**. But Providence appeared to have been on 
" Fnnkl Nach Jerusalem 21 11 Lelpilc, 1868. 
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the side of modernism and the school was opened, — with the support of the 
Austrian Consul and the Turkish statesman Kiamil Pasha, Governor of 
Jerusalem, — with many Sephardic pupils who didn't feel themselves af- 
fected by the Herem (excommunication) and did not fear the antagonism 
of their Ashkenazic coreligionists. ** 

As a protest to the Laemel School, the Blumenthal School was 
founded (1866), "Beth Hamidrash Doresh Zion." It was intended to be 
a compromise between the prt^essive Laemel School and the old Heder, 
but even such a reconciliation met with opposition and the ban of excom- 
munication was pronounced by the Ashkenazic Rabbis also against this. 
school. Again the Sephardim took advantage of the situation, and it 
became a school for Sephardic children only. (It has lately passed under 
the direction of the Kolel Hod.) 

In 1864 the Evelyn de Rothschild School for Girls was opened, 
where six hundred and fifty dau^ters of Jerusalem are receiving an excel- 
lent Jewish and secular education and instruction in home industries, 
such as dressmaking, embroidery and domestic work. It is training mothers 
for the future Jewish land and endeavors to inculcate the virtues of clean- 
liness and neatness among the girls. This school since 1898 has been under 
the direction of the Anglo- Jewish Association. 

In 1902 the "Hilfsverein" entered the educational field of Palestine. It 
began its work by granting a subsidy to an old Talmud Torah of the Gru- 
sintan Kolel and in return it received the permission of the Gabaim of that 
school to introduce arithmetic and Arabic in the school programme. 

The most effective work of the German society began with the estab- 
lishment of a system of kindergartens,^* followed by a school for Gatr 
Yeladim teachers, a seminary for teachers of higher schools and a Rabbini- 
cal school for the training of Sephardic Rabbis. The Teachers' Seminary 
proved very advantageous to the new Jewish life in Palestine, because 
it was from that school that teachers were supplied for the ele- 
nentary schools of the agricultural colonies and Palestinian towns. A 
course in agriculture is provided for students who graduated as teachers. 

■■ TbiB ichool, whlcb Bln(« IBll baa been nnder th< 
oBem a coiiTse of Mcondary edncatloii, wbera atDdeata a 
■chools. 

"Gbq Teladlm. 

"Tbe Jeraaalem Gan Yeladim t._., ^ „ 
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The knowledge of agriculture, thus impartedi to the teachers, was very 
beneficial to the future colonists of Palestine. In connection with the 
seminary, a business college was opened for those who intend to enter 
business. There are also evening schools for busy adults in connection 
with the Hilfsverein schools. The entire system of education furnishes 
instruction to three thousand pupils and employs one hundred and fifty 
teachers. 

The "Bezalel" maintains also an elem^tary schocd for its pupils and 
employees. 

With the founding of the gymnasium in Jerusalem (1909), a fine sys- 
tem of education from kindergarten to gymnasium is completed. 
The founding of a university in Jerusalem was seriously taken up 
by the Jewish press and by pr<Mninent scholars of Eurc^ and America, 
Large contributions have even been promised by Jewish philanthropists 
toward this worthy undertaking, and it is h<^d that soon a Jewish univer- 
sity will be erected in the ancient capital of Judea. 

The multiplication of modern schools, however, was not without its 
disadvantages. Each school has more aggravated the longstanding confu- 
sion of languages in the Holy City. With each new organization that has 
undertaken educational work, a new lai^uage was imposed upon the tender 
youth of Jerusalem. The child's brain was taxed to the utmost in his effort 
to leam the medium of education in each school, so that he was hardly 
capable to apply himself to the various subjects of instruction. Giange of 
schools meant the studying of a new language in order to understand teacher 
and fellow-pupils. The Alliance insisting upon the French language as a 
medium of instruction, the Anglo-Jewish Association, with its loyalty to 
the Ei^lish language, and the Hilfsverein with the preference for the ver- 
nacular of the Fatherland, made Jerusalem a Babel of toi^es. 

A common language for all sdiools became imperative, not only for 
instruction in the school, but also for common use, so that one Jewish child 
shall understand the other. The Yiddish-speaking boy shall be able to 
communicate with the Spagnol, the Adjami boy with his Persian dialect, 
the Grusinian lad, with his Russian vernacular, and the Yemenite Ma- 
ghrebi and Aleppo pupils, with their various Aratnc dialects, shall under- 
stand each other. There was no language upon which all could agree, with- 
jout jealousy or loss of pride, except Hebrew. 

The Hebrew dialect was first introduced in the agricultural colonies. 
With the colonists it was a simple proposition. They were attracted there 
by the ideal of rejuvenation of the Jewish people on their historic soil. The 
Hebrew language was an essential part of their prc^ramme. Furthermore, 
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the teachers who were drawn hither nminly from Lithuania had loi^ devel- 
oped a love for that lang;uage. For a half-century Hebrew was the literary 
dialect among the learned Jews of Russia. 

The writings of Luzatto, Levinson, Krochmal, Erter, Rapoport, Let- 
teris, Mapu, M. A. Ginsburg, Smolenskin, Lilienblum and David Gordon, 
the poetical works of .Wessly, the Lebensohns, Yehudah Locb Gordon, 
Manne and a host of others were fresh in the memories o£ the would-be 
teachers of Palestine. 

They came here with no other motive but to offer the best that was 
in them for their beloved land. These lovers of the Hebrew tongue would 
not think of any other language. The Hovevei Zion represented by the 
Odessa Committee also exerted pressure upon the colonists to adopt Hebrew 
as a meditmi in the schools. The example of the village school was soon 
followed by the schools in Jaffa and the schools in other cities that were sub- 
sidized by the Odessa Committee. The schools of the Hilfsverein came in 
next, then followed the Anglo- Jewish Association, and last the elementary 
schools of the Alliance Israelite Universelle. 

But while external factors have contributed to the renaissance of the 
Hebrew language, credit should also be given to local agencies in Palestine 
and particularly in Jerusalem, at the head of which was EJiezer Bea 
Yehuda. 

ELIEZER BEN YEHUDA 

In i38i there came to Jerusalem from Paris a young medical student 
of small stature and poor physique. His physician ordered him to go to 
the warmer climate of Algiers, but the national idea, which absorbed all hi» 
thought, shortened his stay in that country*^. 

He came to Jerusalem to recover his health, but he recovered with 
his health a lat^iiage that was dead for two thousand years as a medium, 
of speech. He announced to the people of the city that there could be no 
real Jewish communal life without a common language, understood and 
spoken by all Jews. He preached that sentiment, but wasn't listened to by 
his coreligionists of the Holy Gty, Nay ! he was even mocked at and nick- 
named by the Halukah leaders as the "Leader of the Fliilistines," and his 
propaganda had a negative effect on the recipients of the Halukah. 

Had Ben Yehuda favored the methods of the "Menahalim," his influ> 
ence upon the Jewry of Jerusalem might have been better, but he dared 

" !■ • letter dated Allien, December 21, 1880. to the editor of tba Haihahar, be take* 
IMD* wltb the editor, Perei Smolengkln. wbo beld that Jewa can foiter tbeir national aplrit 
and the Hebrew lansnaBe In other landa than Palestliie. "Onlr In tbe country tboroDKblir 
Inhabltad by Jew* !■ poutble the rerlTal of Bebi«w m ■ Urine tonne," be wrltM. 
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combat their system of distribution of the universal Jewish charity, "which 
gave support to the idle poor in preference to the industrious colonists." 
He found, however, one friend, io the person of Yehicl Midael Hnnes, the 
scholar, the idealist and the public-spirited man, who supp(Hted Ben 
Yehuda's doctrine. 

To the woman he was to marry he proposed one condition, namely, 
that his home language must be Hebrew and that their children must speak 
that language from the cradle. His wife, Deborah, who was no less 
zealous for the language than himself, readily agreed to that condition. He 
gradually won over to his ideas many converts. While some lauded at 
him for not speaking Yiddish and for answeni^ in Hebrew all who 
addiessed him, yet unconsciously the Hebrew language was becoming 
the medium of conversation, and at joint meetings of the various ele- 
ments the Hebrew dialect soon predominated. In public announcements 
it was used exclusively, and at communal affairs that language was the 
only one in vogue. Soon it was realized even by opponents that the new 
dialect facilitated inter-communication in polyglot Jerusalem. 

The example set was quicldy followed in the colonies, where certain 
forces had been working for some time in the same direction, and they were 
the first to adopt it in their schools. The city of Jaffa was next to intro- 
duce it. 

Indeed, it was an experiment worth while trying, for in a short time 
Jewish Palestine became also Hebraic. Hebrew was spoken not only among 
Jews, but many Arabs also found it to their advantage to learn it It dem- 
onstrated the adaptability of the Jewish youth to his historic langui^e and 
the flexibility of the historic language to suit the requirements of the mod- 
em youth. 

It was a comic tragedy for us tourists to hear Ephraim, our dragoman, 
addressing us in our ancient language, while we, the descendants of the 
Nebiim, could respond only with great difficulty. 

Ben Yehuda may be regarded as the originator of Neo Hebrew. As 
head of the "Vaad Halashon" (Hebrew Academy), he watched with 
philologic precision the growth of the new language, and with deep interest 
he supervised the coining of a new vocabulary. Most of the new words 
were derived from Talmudic literature and from the Arabic language. This 
is truly a remarkable achievement when one considers that within a brief 
period of thirty years a language that was classed in one category with 
Latin or ancient Greek has so completely revived as to enable one to deliver 
in it addresses on scientific and technical subjects. 
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THE TEACHERS' UNION 

The Teachers' Union (Vaad Hamorim) was founded in 1903 at a con- 
ference held at the colony Zichron Jacob, 

There teachers of Jewish schools of Palestine organized the National 
Board of Education, whose object it is to maintain a general supervision 
over the Jewish schools in Palestine. This board publishes from time to 
time textbooks, arranges courses for the information of teachers, and pub- 
lishes the monthly journal "Hahinuch," for schod teachers. 

The task that the Vaad ha-Morin had before it, can best be understood! 
when one considers that the entire educational system in Hebrew was a 
new one and that text-books for schools, from the kindergarten up to the 
Herzl Gymnasium, had to be created. (Note 9). 

BETH 'AM 

The new educational system embraces also the intellectual development 
of the adults, men and women. The Beth 'Am is a spiritual centre for the 
young and old in New Jerusalem. There lectures are delivered on popular 
and academic subjects. There a free reading room is provided for visi- 
tors, a place for innocent games for young folks, quarters for social gath- 
erings and an auditorium for dramatic circles. 

HABIMAH (A HEBREW DRAMATIC CIRCLE) 

The performances given in the Beth 'Am from time to time by a group 
of amateur actors have proven not only an educational factor, but also 
stimulated respect and love for Jewish customs and the Hebrew language. 
It has also worked as a cheering tnBuence in the hitherto monotonus Jeru- 
salem. The writer was present at one of these performances, and was sur- 
prised to meet on the stage so many capable and talented actors among the 
sons and daughters of Jerusalem. 

THE CENTRAL NATIONAL JEWISH LIBRARY OF JERUSALEM 

One of the most notable institutions in Palestine is the National Jew- 
ish Library, known as the Midrash Abaibanel, or "Ginzei Joseph." It is 
distinguished not because of its large number of volumes, its many rare 
manuscripts or its imixising buildings. Other lands in the diaspora have 
larger Jewish treasure houses. The library connected with the Jewish 
Theological Seminary of New York is richer in quality if not in quantity 
in Jewish literary treasures. Even Jerusalem itself has not stored away its 
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rare volumes and manuscripts in the Midrash Abarbanel. One may find 
them distributed in the Yieshiboth, in the old Sephardic synagogues or in 
private collections. But the interest of the Abarbenel Library is centred 
in its being a national Jewish institution and because, like everything national 
in Palestine, it is bound up with much sacrifice and sdf-denial on the part 
of its founders. The idea of a lar^ Jewish national library was the dream 
of Jewish scholars for ages. The book of the people had the same fate 
as the "people of the bo(^' to be scattered for thousands of years in the 
four comers of the earth, A gathering of the works that represented 
Israel's spiritual activities of nearly four thousand years in the land where 
the prophets began to develop its literature became as important an ideal to 
the scholar as the returning of dispersed Israel to the land of his ancestors 
to the lover of Zion. The Jewish scholar had to make himself a voluntary 
exile among libraries of the world, be it Rabbinical, municipal or private 
collections, in order to uphold Jewish scholarship, much the same as the 
pious Jew of the Middle Ages took upon himself exilic penalty in order to 
keep up his piety. 

The founding of a comprehensive Jewish library to which the Bibliog- 
rapher can point as the greatest storehouse of Jewish literary works of all 
descriptions became imperative, and there was no better place suited to 
house a Jewish National Library than the city where the cradle of Jewish 
nationality once stood. 

DR. JOSEPH HAZANOWITZ 

The credit of bringing into being the Central Natitmal Jewish Library 
is due to the celebrated Jewish physician and Zionist, Dr. Joseph Hazano- 
witz, of Kalostock, who on a visit to Palestine, with the late Rabbi Samuel 
Mohliever conceived the idea of founding a large national library there. He 
b^an his work by endeavoring to enlarge the Abarbanel Library, that bad 
existed in the Holy City for some years. He presented to the Midrash 
Abarbanel his private collection of ten thousand carefully selected volumes, 
and induced his townsmen to send five thousand more to his pet institution. 
The growth of this library and the collection' of funds to erect a suitable 
buildit^ for the steadily increasing volumes became his life woric. Almost 
the whole of his income he devoted to the purchase of Hebrew books. If he 
did not succeed as yet in making it the lai^st Jewish collection in the world, 
he is not to be blamed, no more than Herzl could be blamed for not making 
Palestine thoroughly Jewish in his lifetime. If Hazanowitz had had the 
support of Jewry, his dream of a large central Jewish library would have 
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beoHne a reality. Through lack of support, he could not enter the book 
market and many a precious literary treasure that should have gone to 
Jerusalem went to some comer of a museum of antiquities in some Euro- 
pean capital. 

The foundation for a local library was laid by the Tifereth Jerusaletn 
Society in 1875, at the celebration of the ninetieth anniversary of the birth 
of Sir Moses Monteiiore. (It was known as the Library of Moses and 
Judith Montefiore.) Owing to the opposition of scMne fanatics, it had to 
close its doors**. The books presented to the Tifereth Jerusalem by such 
eminent men as Solomon Buber, Isaac Reifman, Doctors Freienfeld, Boh- 
ner and I. Wehener were locked up in some private houses. 

In 1892, when the four htmdredth anniversary of the expulsion of the 
Jews from Spain and their landing on Turkish soil Was celebrated by the 
Sephardic Jews of Jerusalem, the B'nai Brith Lodge of that city reorgan- 
ized the library in commemoration of that great historic event and as a 
monument to the man in whose life the greatest tragedy of Jewish history- 
took place, Don Isaac Abarbanel. In the year 1894, through the efforts of 
Joshua Sirkin, of Minsk, the old collection of "Tifereth Jerusalem" Library 
was transferred to the new library, as well as the collections of the Hebrew- 
poet J. L. Gordon, Herr. Schwartzbord of Riga, and Abraham Sack of St. 
Petersburg. (In the latter's collection was the "Biblia Polyglotta," English 
edition.) Through the untiring efforts of Dr. Hazanowitz the collection 
became so extensive that the meeting hall where the txxrfcs were stored 
proved too small to house alt the volumes. A library building became neces- 
sary. A building lot was purchased and a right wing of a well-planned 
structure was erected. The cost of the building is 138,000 francs (^7,600) 
and consists of two floors, the main floor for books, the second floor for a. 
reading room and an auditorium for lectures. 

In 1907 the libraries of the late Professor Herman Shapiro, Herr. 
Feigenberg' and three thousand more volumes presented by Dr. Hazanowitz 
were added to the library. A short time before the writer visited Jerusalem 
the collection of Dr. Plaskow, of Simferopol, consisting of three thousand 
and ninety volumes, was added to the Midrash Abarbanel. Altogether there, 
are thirty-eight thousand bound volumes, twenty thousand of which are in 
the Hebrew lat^;uage. The rest are almost in every language of Europe. 

It is not only a place for the conserving of books, it is also a gathering 
place for the intellectuals of all shades of opinion. The writer has seen 

■■ These faoatlcB reported to Sir Uoies tbat the llbnrr orKBQlied Id hi* nvna b/ tba 
llaiklllm la tnnlDK awij th« Jewish yontb ot JerQMlem from thetr raUglon. aod HoDteflare.' 
beBf«4 to bmTe bta natne remoTed rrom the Ubratr. (See Latch Dim land, IfiU, ». U.) 



-c by Google 



168 NEW JUDEA 

Jews of the old school, wearers of the "Streimel," absorbed in the London 
Jewish World, and the Haham of the Yeshiba, with his long caftan and 
bushy beard, immersed over some publication of a latter day. On Saturday 
afternoons the assembly room of the library is crowded with an eager 
public who come to listen to some interesting address delivered by a promi- 
nent speaker. 

A writer describing the life and personality of Hazanowitz says: His 
clothes and his bachelor apartment are tlie most modest. All the money 
he earns as one of the most prominent and busiest physicians he invests in 
books, arranges them, binds them anew and ships them at his own expense 
to the library of Jerusalem. His work involves not only the expenditure of 
money but also time and patient study. He is in close touch with the sellers 
of rare books, he examines catalogues of antique volumes and biographical 
notes and gathers information about manuscripts. He does all this when- 
ever he can spare an hour from his practice of medicine. 

The man is unique, his shrewd face is covered with a gray beard, 
his head covered with a fur cap and his body with a long fur-lined coat; 
his general cheerfulness makes him an extraordinary individual, not a 
man with a mere hobby, but one imbued with a passionate ideal. He 
sees in the Jerusalem library not only a collection o{ books, but a centre 
to which the intellectual world might turn, and to which Jewish scholars 
will be attracted as their investigations become broader. He does not 
collect books only ; pictures, photographs of Jewish life and relics of Jew- 
ish interest are game for his collection bag. 

The national library stands as a great monument to the man through 
whose efforts that great collection was made possible, and in honor of 
whom the name "Ginzei Joseph" was added to the library. 

THE CLIMATE OF JERUSALEM 

Generally speaking, the climate of Jerusalem is very agreeable, ow- 
ing to its situation, over two thousand feet above the sea level. A light 
breeze is always present in the city, especially in the afternoon and even- 
ing. (It only fails to blow in May and October, the two severest months 
of the year). The heat from June to September is moderate and the 
tourist finds it very pleasant. The nights are really cold, and one often 
requires the covering of more than one blanket It is seldom safe to go 
out in the evening without an overcoat. The average temperature of a 
Jerusalem summer is about 18° F., but there are seldom hot spells such 
as occur every year in New York or Philadelphia.. 
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The writer, in company with others, hag traveled in the sun six 
hours continually in Judea without any tiring effect other than the 
natural disctmifort from dust or perspiration. The direct rays of 
the sun are very hot and dan^rous if one neglects to protect the head 
and neck, but in the shadow of a massive wall or a rock the temperature 
would be as much as fifty degrees cooler than the sunshine glare. The 
houses are- built with thick stone walls, the domes make the ceilings 
high and the shaded windows reduce the temperature so that it seldom 
rises above 80". The singular healthfulness of the climate and the fresh 
mountain air act as natural preventatives of diseases in Jerusalem 
that might otherwise become endemic. 

THE SANITARY CONDITION OF JERUSALEM 

The defective cisterns, the decomposed vegetable and animal mat- 
ter and all sorts of disease-producing refuse that is being deposited on 
the narrow streets would make Jerusalem endemic for plague, cholera, 
typhus and many other diseases, if it were not for the natural sanitation 
that mis-government could not affect. But in spite of nature's efforts 
to counteract unhealthy condition, Providence cannot entirely make up 
for all human neglect. Sickness due to bad hygiene and gross careless- 
ness does prevail in Jerusalem ; chief among these are intermittent ma- 
larial fever and granular conjunctivitis. The first seldom appears in a se- 
vere form, if attention is paid to simple rules of hygiene. The writer was 

called to see Rabbi F , who came a few months previously from New 

York, and found him suffering with terrific chills, appearing every other 
day, with a temperature of 105 an hour after the chill. The rabbi was 
very much emaciated and weakened from the repeated attacks and he (the 
writer) was indeed surprised to discover that the rabbi had not thought 
it necessary to treat the ailment. He gave credence to the popular belief 
among the Jerusalem Jews that malaria is no disease ; it is a condition 
every foreigner has to confront when settling in Jerusalem. The writer 
impressed upon the patient the importance of hygienic precaution, 
the use of mosquito netting in sleeping rooms, screens on doors and 
windows, boiling of drinking water, remaining in the house after sunset 
and the administration of quinine. On a subsequent visit he was in- 
formed that the patient had recovered. 

Trachoma is also a disease that may be easily prevented by applying 
simple rules of cleanliness. In a colony near the city of Jaffa 64 per 
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cent, of the school children suffered from granular lids. Under proper 
care of the eyes and general cleanliness the figures were reduced to one- 
half per cent. The writer was told by one of the nurses who gives daily 
attention to the pupils of the Beth Hasefer le-Banoth of Jaffa that the 
reduction of that scourge through simple instruction in the rules of 
cleanliness to parents and children was remarkable. 

HOSPITALS 

Of the general hospitals in Jerusalem, the "Shaarei Zedek" is the 
most modern. It has a fine structure, with an up-to-date oper- 
ating room, well equipped chemical and pathological laboratories and 
isolating and convalescing wards. It can accommodate seventy-five 
patients. This hospital is situated in the best section of New Jeru- 
salem and is surrounded by large lawns and gardens. It is under the 
management of a Frankfurt organization. 

Of the other hospitals mention should be made -oi the Ashkenazic 
Hospital, "Bikkur Cholim," which has also put up a new building re- 
cently and is in a position to do good work. The "Mi^^b Ladach" 
Hospital^ of the Sephardic community is situated in the old city. Its 
efficiency as a modem hospital is doubtful. 

By far the best endowed and the oldest medical institution is the 
Rothschild Hospital, built in 1&54 by Baron Meyer de Rothschild of 
the Paris branch of that family. It is non-sectarian and is 
well equipped not only to treat large numbers of patients, but also to 
do research work. Of the dispensaries may be mentioned the eye clinic, 
"L'maan Zion," which has been doing excellent work in Jerusalem in 
preventing and treating eye diseases. 

One of the most worthy institutions is the "Blind Asylum." In a 
city like Jerusalem, where the diseases of the eyes are endemic and all 
forms of ocular troubles exist, an institution like the blind asylum meets 
a great demand. To watch the numerous blind children, happy at work 
and study, gladdens one's heart. It is a pity that this benevolent insti- 
tution cannot be made larger to accommodate more of the dozens of 
children that roam about the streets of Jerusalem with almost every 
form of eye trouble resulting in complete or partial blindness. One 
often meets on the street children with sore and inflamed eyes covered 
with offensive muco-purulant dischai^, whereon files are feeding, and 
many disfigured organs of vision that should go to an institution. 
"DonaUd b; tbe Ute Bsmuel Polalioff of RoMla toa otbcr pbUcnthnpUt*. 
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The founders of this institution are the gjeat authority on the city 
of Jerusalem and on the Jerusalem Talmud, A. M. Luncz, and the cele- 
brated physician. Dr. Kaisewsky. Mr, Luncz knows every nook and 
comer of the old city, though Mind himself; his books are the best guides 
of Jerusalem. His chief interest is the Blind Asylum, to which he de- 
votes most of'his time and energy. This home for the blind is a 
rented building of very poor accommodations and not suited for this 
noble purpose. 

The homes for the aged, as the "Vereinigte Alten Haus" (Moshab 
Z'kenim) of the Ashkenazim and the Beth Z'kenim of the Sephardim, to* 
gether with at number of orphan asylums, complete the list of benevolent 
institutions and give the impression that Jewish Jerusalem is well equipped 
to take care of its own sick. 

NATHAN STRAUS HEALTH BUREAU. 

Of late a Jewish Health Bureau has been established through the 
munificent gift of the great American Jew, Nathan' Straus. The bureau 
is attached to another American institution, the "Jewish Agricultural 
Experimenting Station," under the management of Aaron Aaronson. 
The purpose of the bureau is to guide the Palestine public in a campaign 
against preventable disease, such as trachoma, malaria, etc. If this 
bureau carried out its program there will be no need for so many hos- 
pitals in Jerusalem. "The Society of Jewish Physicians and Scientists 
for the Improvement of the Sanitary Conditions of Palestine," whose 
object is to discuss medical and hygienic subjects and to publish and 
spread literature on sanitation and hygiene among the Jewish residents 
in Palestine, is also doing excellent work in the right direction. These 
two societies have recently united with the German society for combat- 
ing malaria in Jerusalem under the name "International Health Insti- 
tute." The International Health Institute consists of four departments: 

1. Hygiene and Public Health. 

2. Bacteriology. 

3. Study and Treatment of Malaria. 

4. Serology. 

The first two departments are maintained by the Nathan Straus 
Foundation and take in the treatment of trachoma and hydrophobia. 
The third division is maintained by the organization for combatting Ma- 
laria in Jerusalem. The fourth division is maintained by the Society of 
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Jewish Physicians and Scientists for the Improvement of the Sanitary 
Conditions of Palestine. 

The International Health Institute is in charge of a Director, elected 
for two years by a "Curatorium" representing the three organizations. 

Nathan Straus has also established a relief station which is con- 
ducted on non-sectarian principles, and an employment bureau, situated 
in the Old City, under the management of Dr. I. Levy, Rabbi Horowitz 
and Dr. Bellak. 



-c by Google 



CHAPTER XIX. "^ 

DEPARTURE FROM JERUSALEM, 

The time had come to depart from Jerusalem. According to the 
route marked out for us, we were scheduled to return to Jaffa that day 
and thence by way of Haifa to Northern Palestine, lower and upper 
Galilee. 

We were up early to attend to some shopping at the bazaars and the 
souvenir stores. A western wind was fanning, cooling off the hot tem- 
perature which is usual for the early morning in the Holy City during 
the summer. I mounted an upper balcony of the hotel to get the last 
glimpse of Jerusalem. To the East was Mount Olivet, its summit bath- 
ing in the golden light of the rising sun and its body covered with a 
green blanket of grass. There was the beautiful dome of Omar bring- 
ing back to the mind a thousand years of history. Towards the south- 
west the quaint tower of David, with a wealth of recollections that sur- 
rounded the Davidic dynasty, and towards the north the place where 
Titus had prosecuted the siege that resulted in such a terrible massiicre 
and two thousand years of exile. But nothing was so cheering to the 
eye as when it wandered beyond the city walls in a northwestern direc- 
tion — a picture of New Jerusalem was in the field of vision. The de- 
scendants of those whom Titus thought he had exterminated have re- 
turned to rebuild the ruins of Zion and to reinhabit the city of David. 
There, beyond the walls, was the Bezalel, the Midrash Abrabanel, 
the new schools, and the many benevolent Jewish institutions. It was 
a wonderful view, one that cannot be effaced from the 
memory. One thought followed the other in rapid succession and found 
expression in the following verses : 

"Jerusalem ! My glorious home. 
Name ever dear to me. 
When shall my labors have an end. 
In joy and peace and thee ? 
Oh ! when, thou city of my God, 

Shall I thy courts ascend? 
Where prayers of worship never cease, 
And Sabbaths never end?" 
163 
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A few minutes later we were on the way to the railroad station to 
catch the 10 o'clock train for Jaffa. I would like to dwell on the several 
sight-seeing excursions in and around Jerusalem, on the tombs of proph- 
ets and judges, on a trip to Jericho, to the Dead Sea, to the Jordan apd 
to Bethlehem, but I am obliged to bear in mind that the first duty of 
the traveler is not to exhaust his subject, and that my primary object 
was to speak of the new life in Judea, so I will limit myself now to the 
excursions to the colonies. 

The train left the station and was soon passing diversified country 
roads, lofty hills and deep ravines, barren in appearance, and rarely was 
the presence of human life to be seen. A landscape without grandeur 
and beauty was in view. Countless rocks scattered amon^ the mountain 
slopes, evidently from ancient terraces and old city walls, whose ancient 
sites are still preserved. The little cultivation conveyed the impression 
of decay and neglect, yet to the close observer it was evident that this 
desolation of the soil was not due to natural defects, but to misgovern- 
ment, and that it may be transformed under a proper stimulus to what 
it was thousands of years ago, "a land of wheat and barley, of vines and 
fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olives and honey." 

A short distance from Ramleh and two miles towards the right of 
the railroad line was pointed out to us the historic city, "Gezer," dis- 
covered in 1871 by the French archaeologist, Clement Ganneau, on the 
estate of M. Bergheim, of Jerusalem. While studying old Arabic geog- 
raphers, the French explorer came upon the name of a city, "Tell Al- 
Jazar." After a thorough investigation he located a mound near the 
village Abu Shusheh, on the Bergheim estate, known by the natives as 
"Tell Al-Jazar," that tallied with the topographical descriptions of the 
Bible. He began to make excavation in the mound and discovered a 
tablet with the name "Alkio" in Greek inscribed on the top and below 
in Hebrew inscript, "T'hum Gezer" (limits of Gezer). i-*->-* 



' Oesar ta menttoned In Joihaa as a dtr cIom to the boandBrlee of BpbTalm<Jo«b. it1:3>. 
•iM aa a L«Tittm dtr (Joib. xii:31). 

■Til* took of SiDKi >>•■ It that Pbanob tvn Oeier to Solomon aa a dowry (I Klnc* 
b:U-17. 

■ Id the E!K7PtUn inatcrlptloiii and tbe Amanis lettera tt la elaiMd aa a Rojal Caiuuin- 
Ite cit7. It appeara tbat It waa not Jewlsb until tbe time of tbo Ifaiccabaea. Simon droTo 
ODt tbe liibabrunt* and Mttled It vlth Jew*. 

•U Bergbelm, InSiieaced bj Ita hlMorlc Talne, had decided to bnlld a Bammer naldence 
OB hla Mtate, which eonalated of 11,000 D. Bnt be did not enjoy hla home Tery Ions, for he 
WBB mnrderad on bt> eatate oiw night bja band of Jealous nelghbarg (Haifa, p.ZW). Th* 
eatate of Ber'ibelm has paaaed over to tbe Botbacblld Intemta. and a new lewlah m1odi> 
trill aome da; be fonnded there. 
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A special commission sent by the English Exploration Fund to 
verify the discovery found four more tablets that settled beyond dispute 
the identity of Gezer. 

Further on, a cluster of mud houses was pointed out to us to be 
the village of Yazor, or Hazar Shaul" 

Curiously enough, around these villages many small foxes are still 
seen roaming about the lield, and it reminds one of Samson, who caup-ht 
"three hundred foxes and took fire brands and connected them to the 
tails of the foxes and let them go into the standing com of the Phil- 
istines."' 

The train soon ran into the richer regions of the Shephela and 
Sharon, passing the dark green olive forests of Ramleh and the beauti- 
ful village of Lydda. Soon the suburban clay villages of Jaffa,^ with 
its beautiful orange groves, fig trees, tender grape vines and numerous 
singing birds, presented a charming view. The scene was fairy-like, 
everything appeared cheerful and bright, and we sang with Solomon 
as we reached the gates of Jaffa, "The flowers appear on the earth, the 
time of singing of birds is coming, the voice of the turtle dove is heard 
in our land, the fig tree putteth forth her green figs and the vines the 
tender grapes, with their good smell."^ We reached Jaffa about two 
o'clock, and that very day we boarded a dilligcnce for the largest and 
most populated colony in Judea. 
'Ja«b. XIK:!. 

•jDdKM ZT:4. 

'TlM root* at Mine of tbete bouies an covered witb a laiva crov of tra», and reMlIi 
the woida of tb« propbet; "Ai the gitm on the honaetopa. and sa cam blaated twfore It be 
crown" ((II KlBBi ili:2«, or of tbe Paalmlnt: "Let ttiem tM a* xna* mion ttw honaMop*. 
whlcQ wltheretb before It sroireth up (Paalma cxili:6). Some hoOM* haT« on tbtir ro«tB ■ 
teat, poaalblr tbe t7Pe ot "aommer boaae" or Amoi lUiU. 

■ SoDK of Soasa li :13. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

PETACH TIKVAH (THE GATE OF HOPE). 

This colony is located about two hours and a half carriage ride north 
of Ja£Fa. We passed through the quiet street of Tel Abib, and the road 
was leading to the German colony Sharona. The diligence was crowded 
with passengers, most of whom were merchants and shoppers of Petach 
Tikvah, among whom were Herr A., formerly a representative of the 
"Ika" at Petach Tikvah and now the most successful planter of the col- 
ony, to whom thanks are due for much valuable information about the 
colony and its environs; and Mr, K., a naturalized American, who made 
some money in Brownsville, N. Y,, in real estate operations, and when 
that place did not pay any more, returned to Petach Tikvah, where he 
made a success as a real estate speculator. We did not heed the crowded 
conditions of the vehicle nor the frequent bumps and knocks sustained 
form the old Roman roads. We were interested in the many Bedouin 
villages, whose inhabitants were seated in front of their tents, near the 
road side, smoking the narghilah and gossiping. The low hills were 
covered with fields of waving grain, interspersed with freshly plowed 
squares or with delicate pale blue patches of coarse beans, known to the 
natives as "turmors." Here and there stately looking palms and syca- 
more trees were seen, and meadows with numerous cattle grazing upon 
them. 

SHARONA. 

After a half hour's drive we came to the German colony, Sharona, 
founded by the Templar Society of Wurttemberg, who came here in 
the early sixties to await the arrival of the Messiah. We passed 
through a wide thoroughfare, shaded by two rows of Eucalyptus trees 
on both sides of the street. The houses are of the same style of archi- 
tecture as those of the German colony in Jaffa. We admired the neatness 
of the little houses, the forest-like surroundings, the beautiful vineyards 
and the vast meadows. Most of the cottages had their exteriors freshly 
whitewashed and formed a pleasant contrast to the red roofs upon the 
houses and the green lawns about them. The colony has about thirty- 
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five families, and judging from outside appearances the inhabitants of 
Sharona are prosperous. 

The soil is fertile and its proximity to so large a town as 
Jaffa, which numbers about 40,000 inhabitants, enables the settlers to 
dispose readily of their products. They occupy themselves mainly with 
dairy farming. They employ even a Jewish overseer (Mashgiah), So- 
that milk, butter and cheese may be sold to the religious Jews of Jaffa. 
In dairying they meet with more success than the Jewish colonists,whose 
cattle, being of a domestic species, were poor in appearance and gave 
little milk. 

In order to extend the dairy industry in the Jewish colonies it was 
important to import cattle from Europe and to secure better pasture 
in the colonies. The Templars, however, are far behind the Jewish col- 
onists as planters and vine growers. 

In spite of their propsperous condition, the Templars are not grow- 
ing in population. After a half century of residence in Sharona they 
barely number thirty-five families. The reason for this is because 
they cannot stand the climate of lower Judea. It is particularly 
hard on children, whose mortality has been very high. Many, therefore, 
leave the country for German South Africa or other German colonies. 
The same conditions exist among the Circassians, in the neighbor- 
hood of Hederah, and the Bosnians around Caesarea; the last named 
especially are succumbing to disease prevailing in lower Judea.' 

The Jews, however, seem to enjoy immunity in the land of their an- 
cestors, if attention is paid by them to the usual sanitary and hygienic 
regulations. 

We were informed on good authority that the entire colony wa» 
for sale and that a company of Jews from Southern Russia are negotiat- 
ing for the purchase of Sharona. 

The road from the German settlement to Petach Tikvah is not in 

the best condition. The fields along the way appear to be neglected, 

the soil poorly cultivated, but nature appeared to have made up for 

human neglect and had brought forth a veritable sea of wild flowers of 

the daintiest variety and most exquisite color. In whatever direction 

one looked there was a world of flowers. 

' It nppean Iri.ni tbc Blblln! narratlTC that certain r«c«i coald Mwr accllmats tlwm- 
■elvei Id Jndea. Tlmi tti« MeBijEnKer« rold: "Tlie tind to wblcb we bSTa gone to aearcb l» 
t land that eatetli np tlie InhabltanU thertot." (Num. XI: S3.) 
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In about an hour we drove alonjf the banks of a little river, "Aujeh" 
(mei Jarkon), and a typical Oriental picture presented itself. A caravan 
of Bedouins were sitting with their legs folded, near their loaded camels, 
which were kneeling under the old willow trees on the banks of the 
stream. Dark Arab shepherds were watering their flocks in the river, 
men and women were sitting at the banks, gossiping; children were bath- 
ing their dark little bodies in the water and girls were carrying on their 
heads large vessels which they held on with both hands, and from their 
naked arms bracelets made of coins were visible. Their clothes con- 
sisted of loose, simple dresses, striped in many brilliant colors. The 
vari-colored garments worn by children were customary in Biblical days, 
and it was the coat of many colors presented by Jacob to Joseph that 
aroused the jealousy of his brethren ;' and such a dress was also worn by 
the daughter of David.* 

We did not stop at the river, except to make way for the fair water 
carriers who gfreeted us in their graceful native fashion. 

THE COLONY. 

It was twilight when we entered the colony. On either side of the 
road leading to the colony flocks of goats, sheep and cows were peace- 
fully grazing. From a distance the white hills of Ephraim were receiv- 
ing the last rays of the sun,and towards the left the horizon was darkened 
by the Eucalyptus forest of Kefr Saba. We soon passed the little for- 
est of Eucalyptus trees and rode up on a long zigzag lane lined on each 
side with hedges of prickly pear, thorny acacia and oleanders that con- 
cealed many large orange groves, and we entered the colony. At each 
side were rows of stony dwellings, partly concealed by numerous trees 
and shrubbery. In front of these cottages people were sitting and en- 
tertaining themselves, and as we passed they threw critical looks upon 
the foreigners that were entering their village. We stopped at the 
"Hotel Petach Tikvah," where we were hospitably received by the pro- 
prietor, who conducted us to our quarters, while a Yemenite porter 
followed us with our bag^ge. The evening meal was of a quick lunch 
variety; not being expected guests, we had no choice except to be con- 



-c by Google 



PETACH TIKVAH i» 

tented with what could be found in the pantry. It was, however, of a 
digestible character, and the fact that we did not have to wait enabled 
us to spend more time in the village, and we soon betook ourselves to 
sight-seeing under the bright moonlight of a Palestinian sky. 

The first impression of Petach Tikvah is a very favorable one. Long 
rows- of eucalyptus, pine and acacia trees, hedges of prickly pear, olean- 
ders and other shrubbery such as the momosa, bearing lovely golden 
balls of tiny flowers and used as an enclosure for orchards and groveSr 
are seen almost everywhere in the colony. Creeping shrubbery of vari- 
ous descriptions, overhanging porches and windows afforded a cool as* 
pect to many cottages, and meadows studded with white and yellow 
daisies, lupines of red, yellow and blue shades, brilliant red poppies and 
scores of other little blossoms were a pleasing spectacle in the village. 
Even under moonlight, the array of so many colors showed up beauti- 
fully. 

On our return to the hotel we met Herr A. and his hospitable wife 
at the front of his lawn, who invited us for tea. There we spent the rest 
of the evening. We learned of the dissensions in the commtmity. The 
ultra-religious faction and the modern element were-at lo^crheads and 
that very morning Dr. Bernstein Kahan was refused reelection because 
he sided on communal questions with the young liberal element, who were 
imbued with the spirit of democracy and desired the Hebrew language 
to be used as a living tongue. It was indeed painful to hear that one 
who dedicated the best part of his life to the interests of his people, . 
giving up a well-paying practice, a luxurious home and an enviable 
reputation, should be so rewarded. 

The next morning the writer paid his respects to Dr. Kahan. He 
found him in his "ambulatory" (dispensary), busy treating patients. X 
watched the doctor do minor operations, treating wounds, examine eyes, 
analyze gastric secretion, examine blood and sputum under the micro- 
scope, etc. In every case the most scrupulous care was taken by the 
physician to do things in the most scientific manner. 

HEALTH CONDITIONS OF PETACH TIKVAH. 
The records of the dispensary had shown that the largest propor- 
tion of cases were those of intermittent malaria and chronic cases of 
malaria, accompanied with anemia. Next to malaria the 
most prevailing diseases were dysentery and diarrhoea in children. 
Eruptive diseases, such as measles in children, are of frequent occur- 
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rence. Smallpox, typhoid fever, typhus, diphtheria and scarlet fever 
arc rather rare. 

Diseases of the eyelids, conjunctiva and media are very prevalent, 
especially that form of conjunctivitis known as granular Hds or "tra- 
choma," a disease also common among Jews of other countries. Tuber- 
culosis, pneumonia and other affections of the lungs are infrequent. Of 
course, most of the diseases prevailing in the colony are either prevent- 
able or curable when strict attention is paid to hy^enic r^ulations and 
when a physician is consulted early in the case. 

Diseases due to chills and exposure, such as bronchitis, pneumonia, 
which carry away many children every year in colder climates, 
and diseases of the nose and throat, are not frequent in the 
colony. The warmer climate permits living out of doors during the 
lai^est part of the year. Such life is conducive to good health. Mala- 
ria and trachoma, the two endemic diseases of the colony, are being 
held under control and are gradually disappearing, thanks to the heroic 
efforts of Jewish philanthropists, particularly Baron Edmund de Roth- 
schild, who ordered eucalyptus trees to be planted at the boundary line 
of the colony and around disease-producing marshes ; also to the town 
consul, who made it obligatory for every property owner to plant trees 
around his house- 

The proper care of the eyes has reduced that eye scourge almost 
to nil. 

I bade farewell to Dr. Bernstein Kahan and resumed the sight- 
seeing tour of the colony. We visited the communal orange grove of 
the Baron, presented to the city by the Jewish Colonization Association. 

The profits of the sale of its products are applied to communal pur- 
poses. This grove is well taken care of, under the direction of the town 
Council, "Vaad Hamoshaba." 

JEWISH COLONIZATION ASSOCIATION. 

It should be remembered that this association, which was entrusted 
with the administration of the $30,000,000 left by the great philan- 
thropist. Baron de Htrsch, as a legacy to the Jewish people, had only 
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taken up Palestine work in the year of 1899, when they assumed the 
management of the colonies founded by Baron Edmund de Rothschild. 
The Baron himself took no interest in Palestnne during his 
life, not because he was averse to colonization of that land, 
but as the president of the Ika once said, "Baron Hirsch 
could not or would not be Rothschild's rival,* 'Elkan Adler 
gives another version of the Baron's lack of interest in Palestine. 
He had heard from Baron Hirsch's own Itps that the Baron feared Pal- 
estine would eventually fall into the hands of Russia, and for that rea- 
son he preferred the Argentine Republic."*. (Note ic). 

Be that as it may, since the Hirsch interest is working in the 
colonies a spirit of self-help has been inculcated, which has made the 
colonists independent and self-supporting, and in no place is this influ- 
ence more marked than in Fetach Tikvah. The Ika preferred to give 
this grove to the colony as a public domain rather than give financial 
assistance. It had exploited a tract of land in the district of Tiberias, 
known as "Sajara," which is being operated exclusively by Jewishf 
laborers. Several of them have been established as party farmers. 

ORANGE GROVE. 

Next we proceeded to visit the orange plantation of Herr A., who 
was a fellow-passenger with us from Jaffa. He and a brother-in-law 
of his, are reputed to have the finest "Bayarehs" (orange groves), in 
Palestine. We were fortunate to find him there and he received us 
very cordially. He related to us numerous interesting incidents in the 
history of the colony and conducted us to the large reservoir where 
water was stored away for irrigation purposes. He had demonstrated 
the system of conduits through which the water flows into the grove. 
We saw laborers busy regulating the flow of water and making mud 
dams around each tree to prevent the water from escaping, another 
group of employes were working at the vines, cutting off dry 
branches, spraying the plants to prevent the attacks of injurious in- 
sects, and still others were propping up bent-down trees. 

The large variety of fragrant flowers and tropical plants gave it 
the aspect of a public garden rather than of private property, and the 
perfect quietude made it the most peaceful place one can wish for. The 
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only sounds heard were the rustling of the water through channels 
which recalled the picture of the psalmist, "He maketh me to lie down 
in the green pastures. He leadeth me beside the still waters-"' 

There were almost all kinds of fruits in that garden, among them 
oranges, lemons, apples, pears, figs, palm-dates, grapes and bananas. 
There were also young bamboo trees which had recently been imported 
from tropical lands. The value of this "bayareh" is estimated to be 
500,000 Frcs. ($100,000). The main income of this grove, as in most 
of the "Bayarehs" of Petach Tikvah, is from the orange industry. 

Over 2,600,000 boxes of oranges are exported from this colony 
every year, amounting to $;i00,000. The value of the orange plantations 
of this colony is said to be five million Frcs. ($1,000,000). These fig- 
ures do not include the large plantations owned by the Ika.* This is 
most remarkable considering the short time this industry has been in 
operation. The secret of success lies in the modern irrigation plants, 
which are operated by gasoline motors and which are supplying large 
quantities of water necessary for such cultivation. In Biblical days 
artificial irrigation was not known or was not in use in Palestine. It 
is questionable if oranges were cultivated in those days. There is only one 
reference in the Scriptures to the golden apples : "A word fitly spoken 
is like apples of gold in pictures of silver,"' but this may refer to 
citrons. Oranges are said to have been transplanted from Babylonia to 
Palestine on the return from qaptivity.*" In Roman days citrons and 
oranges were cultivated by Jews. The branches of palms and the cit- 
ron were used during the feast of Tabernacles. 

The Arab today, like his predecessors, in raising grain and figs de- 
pends on rain water, but for valuable crops, such as oranges or lemons, 
that need moisture, he digs numerous wells and obtains from these 
wells a supply of water by means of a pump drawn by oxen or donkeys 
who encircle the well day after day. 

Even the German colonists, according to Herr A., are not as suc- 
cessful as the Jews in the orange cultivation, and they often come to 
Petach Tikvah for advice on matters of viticulture. While Herr A. 
was talking to us an Arab boy, mounted on a horse, galloped into the 

'Fm1iii28:2. 
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"bayareh" and called him away. He took possesMon of that fine, 'pure- 
bred Arabian beast, and bidding us farewell, was spirited away, leaving 
Tis in charge of an aged gentleman who was introduced as one of the 
pioneers in Palestinian colonization. 

In the course of a conversation, the old agriculturist related many 
episodes connected with the early history of the colony, one of which 
impressed itself on my memory. "It was a short while after we came 
to occupy this land," he said, "before a permanent buildings was com- 
pleted, and we were all squeezed together in one old Arab mud hovel 
called "hushot." The place was then wild, and we were busy cleaning 
away stones, grading the land, making roads, defining the boundaries 
of our colony and ploughing the hard soil." 

"I was watching a field of wheat whose green crops had just made 
its appearance. One day while patrolling the wheat field, I noticed the 
Arab Sheikh, of the neighboring village^ El Yehud, had turned his 
horses into our wheat. I chased the horses away and went over to- 
the intruder and warned him not to do it again, as we would hold him 
personally responsible for all damages. The Sheikh glanced at me 
scornfully and turned away. A few weeks passed, the wheat field was- 
already proudly waving in the air, I saw from a distance one early 
morning the Sheikh wrapped in a black "Abba" and a large "Kephiyah"^ 
on his head coming toward the colony. I gave a signal to my com- 
rades. In a few minutes they were up and we assembled behind a 
cactus hedge to decide what steps to take with the treacherous intruder. 
After some discussion it was decided that we must once for all show 
the marauding neighbors that we do not fear them and that we are 
ready to repell and punish all attacks made on this col- 
ony. While reaching this decision we noticed the same 
Sheikh leaving the highway and turning his horse into the wheat. A 
few of us immediately jumped on our horses and chased after the in- 
truder. He began to run and we followed him until we brought him 
to a stop. We brought him and his horse back to the village, where 
he was given a good thrashing, and we sent him off to his home warn- 
ing him that if this happened again his punishment would be much 
more severe. He stared at us with an expression of vengeance and" 
then spirited away among the hills. About a month passed and noth- 
ing was heard of the Sheikh. One morning we learned from one of 
our Arab laborers that we were to be attacked on a certain night of 
that week by the tribesmen of the Sheikh. Not knowing how many 
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were coming, we despatched one of our men to the neighboring colonies 
for assistance. We did not notify the authorities in Jaffa, thinking it 
would be more effective and would make a better impression on the 
Arabs if we convinced them once for all that we did not fear them 
and that we could use firearms better than they. Pretending that it 
was a holy day, we dismissed all the Arab laborers for a few days so 
as to be sure that our enemies would not be informed of our plans, for 
we discovered that they were spying on us. On the afternoon preced- 
ing the night of the expected attack, a score of men and women, com- 
rades, from Rishon I'Zion, Ekron and Katra, mounted on fine horses 
and armed with new guns at their backs, revolvers at their girdles and 
belts with cartridges around their waists, rushed on our village like a 
company of trained cavalry ready to close in on the enemy. They 
dismounted from the horses and sat down to consult with us about 
our plan of warfare. 

"Towards evening each man was assigned to a strategic position. 
We knew that they were coming down the main road and that they 
were to use our iield of wheat as the fighting ground. Some of us 
concealed ourselves near the entrance of the village, behind piles of 
stones, other in ditches and behind hills; white still others were en- 
camped behind the village houses that were in process of erection, and 
on thei roof of the hut we were occupying. 

"The expected hour came. The vanguards, who were patrolling 
about the fields, having heard from a distance the trotting of horses 
and wild voices of people, signalled to us. They are coming! Be ready 
for action! As soon as the enemy entered the grounds of the village 
two shots were heard. We Icnew it was the signal for action. A vol- 
ley of fire from our comrades of the lower side of the colonv broke 
out The marauders were quickly encircled by our men and they sur- 
rendered before we had a chance to fire a shot at them. They were 
completely taken by surprise. We made prisoners of about twenty Arab 
ringleaders, including the Sheikh, bound their hands and feet and took 
them the next day to Jaffa, where we gave them over to the authorities. 
The others did not need much warning. They were glad to be allowed to 
get away. 

"Since that incident," continued my new friend, "we gained the 
respect of our neighbors, and we have no organized attacks, except 
ROW and then individual robberies that may happen anywhere. 

"I shall never forget," he continued, "the wonderful sieht of 
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mounted women galloping into our colony to defend the life and prop- 
erty of their Jewish brethren. In the lands of the diaspora, we are in 
the habit of looking upon women as weak creatures, helpless, unable to 
take care of themselves, much less offering protection to others. 
Palestine has demonstrated that Jewish women may become heroines 
under proper influence. 

"Here," he said, "the women are brought up under the same en- 
vironments, attend the same schot^, belong to the same g3rmnasium3, 
work side by side in the fields with men, and mount a horse or dis- 
charge a weapon, when neceasary, as well as men." 

CO-OPERATIVE PLANTATIONS. 

In company with this gentleman we proceeded to Bacharia, or the 
Co-operative Garden, and we were again surprised at the satisfactory 
condition of the new enterprise. 

"The co-operative plan is the most feasible one to develop the 
land," remarked our good friend, "for it requires a capital of eight to 
ten thousand dollars in order to derive a livelihood from plantations. 
The cost of an irrigation plant is very high. The digging of a well 
about ninety feet deep would cost about $1000. Building a reservoir, 
a system of conduits and installing a gas motor would be $2,000.00 
more. Now, one has to live at least six years without expecting any 
income from the grove. Trees only yield fruit after the sixth year, 
and one must be provided for that length of time with all the necessi- 
ties of farm life: — a house, a bam, implements, cattle, horses and pay 
for labor."" 

From other renurkft, we learned that out of the £3.837 D. land. 
Petacb Tikvah possesses, £,S30 D., is planted with oranges, 6,S90 D. 
with other fruit trees, 6,000 D. land with various grain and the balance 
i« pasture land. 

The budget for local purposes amounts to B6,000 Prcs. ($17,000.00), 
out of which 30,000 Frcs. ($6,000.00), is paid to wtachmen (Shomerim) 
per year. The population of Petach Tikvah is about 2,600. 

The appearance of Petach Tikvah is that of a garden city rather 
than of a village. Many streets run through the colony. It has thirty- 
five stores and two hotels. 

The valuation of land went np from 600 per cent, to 800 per cent., 
of the previous values, and the Ottoman government realizing the 
" lU* KM** bu tbont BOO D. pUst«d with enncM and aUiM (rntM. 
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greatly increased land value of Petach Tikvah property, raised the taxes 
to 80,000 Frcs. ($16,000.00) per year. About 7,000 tons of freight are 
carried every year to Jaffa, the cost of transportation amounting to 
$3S,000.00, in addition to passenger transportation, which amounts to 
nearly as much. Seven diligences run every day to Jaffa and back 
with passengers. In view of the heavy traffic the city council is con- 
sidering the operation of an electric tramway to Jaffa. 

Until recently Arabic labor operated the fields of Petach Hkvah, 
but now Jewish laborers from Russia and Yemen are gradually dis- 
placing the Arabs. The land owners are beginning to realize that 
Jewish working men are quicker, more reliable, and their labor is 
worth twice as much. The chief reason for former antipathy to Jewish 
labor, as given by one of the Jewish employers, is, because the Arab 
is more subservient to the boss planter than the Jew; and because 
the employer has to treat the Jew with more respect than the Arab 
laborer. The guardianship of the colony was also of late taken away 
from the Arabs and given to Jewish Shomerim ; Abraham Shapiro, who 
has the safety of the colony in his hands, is well known among Arabs 
and is friendly with the Beduin Sheikhs and popular in government 
circles. 

The town is governed by a vaad." Every year a Vaad of seven 
is chosen at a general election. Property owners and residents that 
have lived in the colony three years and have paid their poll tax are 
entitled to vote. 

SCHOOL SYSTEM 

Of the many schools and "hedarim," two are considered the best: 
the Talmud Torah — supported by a Frankfurt organization, and the 
modern school. The first was recently founded to counteract the ef- 
fect of the "modern school" which has the reputation among the ultra- 
orthodox of being not quite up to the standard of their religious views. 
The program of the Talmud Torah differs from the so-called "modem 
school" in that it does not admit girls in the boys' class-room, in using 
the Ashkenazic pronunciation of the Hebrew language, in having on its 
curriculum the study of the Talmud and its commentaries, and in making 
the daily prayers obligatory in the class-room. 

The subjects taught in the modern school art arithmetic, history, 

" Equlralent to our cdmmtBBton farm of KOTernment. 
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geography, physics, Hebrew grammar, Arabic language, the Bible, re- 
ligious customs, laws, the Prayer Book and Hagadah, but the school 
does not consider the study of the Talmud (Halachah) and the codes 
necessary for agriculturists. 

Recently the Orphan Asylum established by the Frankfurt So- 
ciety in Jerusalem, under the management of Dr. Grunhut, moved 
to Petach Tikvah. The "Verein Zur Erziehung Judischer Weisen in 
Palastina" is doing its best to support that worthy institution. 

An agricultural college was established some years ago m Petach 
Tikvah with a comprehensive four years' course, including an academic 
department. 

The two daughter colonies of Petach Tikvah are Yehudiya (EI Ye- 
hud) and Ain Ganim (Fcdja). Yehudiya was founded with the purpose 
of eliminating the injurious effect of the uninviting climate that existed 
in the mother colony. But the plan of locating the houses of Petach 
Tikvah here was a great mistake, as it was too far, and a tedious journey 
for those that have to work in Petach Tikvah. El Yehudiya was soon 
abandoned and its houses are now vacant. The soil is planted with 
almonds. The other colony, Ain Ganim (Fedja), founded by the Odessa 
Commitee, is only a twenty-minute walk from the mother colony, con- 
sists of about thirty-five families, living in as many houses, and the 
population is 150. Each cottage has a vegetable garden around it. The 
surplus they sell in the larger colony and in Jaffa. The inhabitants 
mostly work in the mother colony. In 1692 iseven thousand D. land 
was also bought near Kafr Saba and planted with almonds and eucalyp- 
tus trees- It is hoped that in a few years Petach Tikvah will produce 
400,000 kilo of almonds. 

Among other institutions may be mentioned the David and Fanny 
Wolfson houses, built for Jewish workingmen by the late Zionist leader, 
the thirty houses built by Mr. Heilpfem -'of Kiev, many houses built by 
philanthropists or philanthropic societies for the Yemenite Jews, and 
a large building (the club), lately erected by the Jewish National Fund, 
for workingmen.'* 

With the founding of Petach Tikvah begins the history of practi- 
cal Jewish colonization of Palestine. It is significant that the begin- 
ning of Jewish agricultural work should start in the very city whose 
destruction had made an end to such pursuits for nearly two thousand 
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yeirs, and that the first efforts at brragiag bade the Jew to till the sml 
of his ancestors should come from an element that came to Jerusakn 
to pray on the ruins of its lost glory, and not to live on the product of 
the soil. 

It was in 1878 that the idea' of agricultural colonization of Palestine 
was brought to the attention of the Jewish public of Jerusalem by Jew- 
ish and Girisian Zionists (among whom were Sir Moses Montefiore, 
Rabbis Hirsh Kalischer and Elijah Gutmacher and two English diplo- 
mats, Laurence Oliphant and the Earl of Shaftsbury). An organiza- 
tion was formed in Jerusalem, at the head of which were the Ashkenazic 
Rabbi Mayer Auerbach, ben-Zion Leon, and Joel M. Solomon, Their 
first effort was to secure a tract of crown land available on the Jordan 
plain near Jericho, but owing to the Russian-Turkish War it was diffi- 
cult to get title from the government and they had to turn their atten- 
tion of the Arabic village, Omiebbis or Mulebis (sweet), (probably the 
Baalath of Joshua,') situated on the road to Nablus along the river 
Aujeh (Jarkon).' It is in the seventh division of the land which fell to 
the lot of Dan, and is located about eight miles from Jaffa and the same 
distance from the sea. 

They purchased 767 acres of land (3284-D) of that village. Its 
great advantage was its proximity to running water. In ancient days 
it was considered the best land in Judea. Many artificial canals leading 
from the Jarkon to the villages and private farms made the entire dis- 
trict very productive, but owing to thousands of years of devastating' 
ruinj bad government and neglect these canals were gradually filled 
with all sorts of material and refuse from the surrounding villages, 
resulting in disease-producing marshes and foul swamps. The Jarkon 
also, which was in olden times a blesing to the village miles around, 
supplying fresh running water in abundance, was now reduced in size 
and limited in its usefulness. Uncivilized natives had used it as a dump- 
ing ground for stones, dirt and other material. Nature had done its 
own part to minimize its use by blowing for two thousand years into 
the river the sand from the coast. The water was further deteriorated 
by the action of the villagers of Midjal Shadik and Antipatris, where 
the river has its origin. These had for many centuries deposited their 
refuse therein, to be carried away by the stream. The river, therefor<v 
became a hot bed for all sorts of germs, particularly the parasites of 
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malaria. These wouM-be colonies never considered the> changed condi- 
tion of the locality and were contented with its Biblical reputation. 

On a lot somewhat elevated near the Aujeh a house was erected 
for the male members of the twenty-four families that composed the 
ori^nal settlers, the women and children remaining^ in Jerusalem. With 
the help of some Arab laborers they began to cultivate their land. The 
first harvest was attended with success. Indeed, when the &rst fruit 
of their labor packed in bags marked "Petach Tikvah," reached Jeru- 
salem, there was a general jollification; they were envied by friends 
and enemies alike, and it started a land boom in Petach Tikvah. Every- 
one who could raise sonie money desired to be a farmer. The ques- 
tion of fitness never entered their minds. A new land development 
company was organized and got an option of 8300 D. land from a Greek 
named Taian. TKq land was divided into lots and was sold at 620 fr. 
($124) per lot- 
In 1880 the new colonists took possession of their property, and they 
began to plough, to sow and plant without having been provided with 
a place of shelter. They had to rest on the bare ground or in caverns to 
protect themselves from the heat of the summer, and the rain, cold or 
snow of the winter. Their love for the land made them forget bodily 
discomfort. When the first winter passed they commenced to build 
houses, but for want of financial backing they were compelled to use soft, 
sunburnt bricks and cobblestones as building material. The first rain 
came, the bricks softened, their huts gave way and collapsed and their 
houses were ■ transformed into graves. Only five houses, built of good 
materials, remained. In the meantime the polluted river and the dis- 
eased marshes brought on an epidemic of a most severe type. A per- 
nicious form of malaria broke out and carried away many of the would- 
be colonists and members of their families. Those whom disease and 
misfortune spared returned to their oM homes in Jerusalem. The few 
that were left had before them another serious problem. The Sabbatical 
year (1882), wherein every Jew is obliged to give rest to his land had ar- 
rived. They therefore had nothing to do, but return to their old homes in 
the Holy City. In the meantime neighboring Arabs, discovering that there 
was no one to take care ofi the grounds and houses, came into the vil- 
lage, destroyed the remaining property, carried off anything they could 
use and almost made an end to the first efforts at colonization. Indeed 
it was providential that Petach Tikvah was restored to life. In spite of 
trouble, misfortune, failure and death, there were found in Jerusalem a 
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few idealists who wouldn't yield to "outrageous fortune." 
David Guttman, Joel M. Solomon and Y. M-. Pines, worked 
tirelessly to revive sentiment for the colony, and were successful in in- 
teresting the late Rabbi Dr. Israel Hildesheimer and Rabbi Dr. Leh- 
man, of Germany. They sent over the Hebrew journalist and Maskil M. 
Frumkin, who took over 915 D.. land from the ex-colonists and settled 
there a number of men accustomed to farm work. He also secured 180 
D. new land from the neig'hboring village, EI Yehud'*. On this land 
were sixteen vineyards. He named it Moshab Yehudim (Jewish Settle- 
ment) . It took almost a year to find water on the hill of El Yehud. They 
had to dig 160 feet deep before water was discovered, and some of the 
early settlers recall with delight the dedication of the new well in the 
summer of 1883. In the same year a group of Jews from Bialostock, in 
Russia, fleeing from persecution, bought 40% of the land left by those 
who had failed in their attempts, and then established themselves there. 
They began building houses. They constructed a synagogue, a public 
bath and a Beth Am. A drug store was opened, a physician was 
secured, a shochet, who also occupied the position of teacher, was en- 
gaged, and soon Petach Tikvah assumed the appearance of a Jewish 
community. The following winter they engaged the services of an agri- 
cultural expert, who instructed them in the art and science of farming. 
The population grew to 124 inhabitants, among whom were thirty-four 
workingmen living there and sixteen day laborers who came there from 
neighboring places. 

New life was also instilled into the settlement by the interest of Emit 
Lachman, of Berlin, a fervent Jew and ardent lover of Zton, — who also 
purchased a part of the deserted land and planted a large orange grove 
and a vineyard on it. He established many new families on his estate 
who were trained as planters, and was one of the first to introduce the 
cultivation of oranges in the colony. The example set by Herr Lach- 
man was soon followed by the Russian Hoveve Zion, who contrib- 
uted much to its development They built eighteen houses for the set- 
tlers on higher and more sanitary ground. By far the greatest impetus 
given to the development of Petach Tikvah was in 1887, when the inter- 
est of Baron Edmund de Rothschild was won to the movement. On a 
tract of land purchased he planted a vineyard and established twenty- 
eight Jewish families. Eighty more, who lived in the daughter colonies, 
but whose farms were not large enough to maintain them, found work 
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in Rothschild's vineyard. The planting of Eucalypus trees along the 
Jarkon and marshes had also its beneficial results. It practically 
stamped out the scourge of malaria and thus stimulated the ingress of 
people to the settlement. Thus Petach Tikvah became a place where 
workingmen were needed, and grew to be, as it is still, the largest agri- 
cultural settlement tn Palestine. 



-c by Google 



CHAPTER XXI. 

ZrCHRON JAACOB (ZAMARiN) 

On 8 fertile plateau rising four hundred feet above the level of the 
sea, and forming the lower spurs of the Carrael range, the Central Jewish 
Colonization Association of Roumania obtained title tn 1883 to one thou- 
sand acres of arable and pasture land. The land was in the vicinity of 
the village Gumarin, and the sale included several primitive dwellings 
and a large barn. It was bought for a group of Roumanian Jews, who 
were obliged to leave the country of their adoption in consequence of 
oppression and legal disabilities, and who resolved to change their habits 
of life from traders to tillers of the soil. 

My desire to visit that settlement arose from curiosity to see an 
agricultural colony operated by Jews of a different country than the col- 
onies we had seen thus far, and on a fine Friday morning we left Petach 
Tikvah to stay over Sabbath in the Roumanian Jewish Settlement. 

It is a long and tiresome road. No Jewish village exists through 
the entire distance of eight hours' travel and no regular diligence service 
can be obtained in this direction. We, therefore, had to make arrange- 
ments with a Jewish liveryman to take us over to our destination. 

Leaving Petach Tikvah we stopped for a few minutes at the large 
bayareh, located on the "Jarkon," whence the grove receives its water 
supply.* 

THE SHARON. 

Traversing the fertile plain of Sharon — which extends the entire 

way from Jaffa to the Carmel — we passed large tracts of fine territory 

and numerous historic cities. Villages surrounded by vineyards and 

primitive looking beehives were observed. Fellahin were busy at their 

luxurious grainfields and native shepherds watched over their large 

Socks, consisting mostly of sheep. 

*8onw resn ago Cbe goveniment was requested to permit to ntllUe the water power ot 

■ - feneration of electricity. Of course the joTernnient turned down the 

oC the Au7eh. where the Jewlah Irrtcn- 

r at elKbtj horge power, to aopplr 

terprlae to the colonlee of Felaeh 

..... -|pp|j irrisatloQ for flOO,- 
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. THE ZICHRON JACOB "• 

A CARAVAN ROAD. 

In ancient times this was the great caravan road from Egypt to the 
East The Philistines who inhabited this territory were in frequent 
touch with other ostiocs, such as Egypt, Babylon, Phoenicia and Syria. 
Its inhabitants were subjected to continual fluctuation and were fre- 
quently in the hands of foreign powers. The openness of Sharon to the 
world made it the battlefield of great armies in their historic campaigns^ 
and prevented a strong national development among the inhabitants. 
Lack of natural harbors along the coast hindered their growth as a com- 
mercial and enterprising people. One cannot pass this territory without 
being impressed with the difference between this coast and that further 
north — Phoenicia — and with the fact that the character of a people is in- 
fluenced by geographical conditions. 

It is not a mere incident that "Naioth" was the house of the Proph- 
ets. It was not fortuity that the Philistines never grew prominent as a 
nation and it was not a mere chance that the Phoenicians rose to great 
prominence. 

Among its lofty mountains, where no hostile army could penetrate, 
the inhabitants of Phoenicia, safe from attack and foreign influence, were 
enabled to develop strong national characteristics, and their natural har- 
bors aroused in them a love for navigation, through which they spread, 
civilization abroad. They became the inventors of phonetic script and- 
the pioneers in the field of literature. But this worldliness was not with- 
out its drawbacks. Coming into contact with the outside world, they 
were ready to tolerate new gods. Religion never prevented them from, 
enjoying the attractions of the world. They believed that a bright view 
of life would influence posterity more than the secluded activities of their 
neighboring Jew, who feared the sea, and confined his callings to a quiet 
agricultural and pastoral life. They could never imagine that the Jew in 
his secluded mountains was gathering thoughts and ideals for all times^ 
and that he would some day emerge from the narrow sphere of Judea to 
teach the world religion, ethics and law; while they, the greatest sea- 
farers in history, the standard bearers of civilization, will some day be- 
swallowed in the sea of historic nations. 

While so meditating our attention was directed to the ruins of Ras- 
el Ain, the ancient Antipatris, a city built by Herod in honor of his 
father, Antipater. The mound where the ruins were seen was covered 
with heaps of stones, broken columns and chiseled blocks of rocks, half 
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■buried amongst flowers and weed. A medieval castle, the "Mirabel," 
«rected by the Crusaders, stands on a great mound nearby, and its outer 
walls appear to be perfect. 

Further north we passed Kefr Saba', where Alexander Jannai of the 
Hasmonean line built a fortification as a protection against the Syrians, 
and close by is the land purchased recently by some colonists of Petach 
Tikvah with the intention of founding a new Jewish settlement. 

In about two hours we reached the ruins of Arsuf, or the ancient 
Apollonia.* The modern name has aome connection with the god 
Resheph, ii^o has been identified with Apollo. The ruins of Arsuf date 
back to the days of the Crusaders- The place is also famous for the 
battles fought in 119L between Richard Coeur de Lion and Saladin. 

We next arrived in Tul Kerem, a county seat, where the "Kamai- 
kam" (a district officer) is located. As, however, we were told that for- 
eigners were not tolerated there we passed on to the next village, Kakun, 
where we stopped at the Khan. We dined there on vegetables, fresh 
fruits purchased from the natives, bread we had taken along from Petach 
I'ikvah, and a demi-tasse of coffee, served by the proprietor of the Khan. 
Traveling from here, about an hour in a northwesterly direction, we 
passed through a tangle of shrubs, such as oleanders, hawthorns, arbutus 
and rue, and came upon Nahr el-Falik. The marshes of EI-Falik are 
lined with Syrian papyrus reeds. (Note ii.) 

Here we saw camels loaded with cabbage and watermelons for 
the market; also veiled women, with baskets of frUit oo their heads, 
walking erect and giving us the usual greeting, "Marhaba Habibi." 

Suddenly the road turned sharply and ended in an uphill land where 
the horses stumbled over a mass of loose round stones at almost every 
step. We walked up a part of the hill, trying to help the horses climb 
over the mass of stones. There was no wind and the stones underfoot 
were almost as hot as the sun overhead. The entrance to Zichron 
Jacob was tiring and disappointing. We could not think of any reason 
why these stones that blocked the entrance to the colony could not be 
cleared away and it impressed us as unjustifiable negligence on the part 
of the villagers. 

When we reached the top of the hill we sighed, with great relief. 
We took off our helmets to allow the breeze to blow through our matted 
hair, and gulped in deep breaths of clear and refreshing mountain air. 

■ Tbe credtt tat tli» dlicanrj of Antlpatrla is doe to Orad*F. P. ■. F. Main. 11. US FP. 
•I<M. Ant. XVI:B-3. 
'Jos. Ant XIII: 14-4. 
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The sun was setting between the sea and the sky by the time we reached 
Ztchron Jacob. Over our heads small feathery clouds were floating- 
gently east from the sea through the dark, rich blue of the Palestinian 
sky. Among the rocks at the top of the hilt bright colored flowers, ole< 
anders, cactus, shrubs and scrub oaks made a beautiful display. Upon 
the terraced slopes grape trees were prospering, and from amidst the 
green vineyards the silver-leaved olive tree, a symbol of peace and pros- 
perity, beckoned us to notice him. The mountains were interspersed 
with verdant fields, and on the spurs of the hills, which projected into 
the valley, clusters of tiny gray white houses were in view — the daughter 
colonies Marah and Bath Shelomo. Haughty and whispering stood the 
Eucalyptus tree, as a vanguard of the New Jewish Civilization, the Jew 
returned to a land of desolation, and brought along with him from far 
Australia this tree to purify the marshy air. Indeed, the view of the ea- 
virons of Zichron Jacob, as seen from that village is fascinating. 

The colonists in their peasant garb were hurrying from every direc- 
tion to receive the Sabbath, and while passing us they greeted us with 
a quick "Shalom," conveying the impression that they were late^ We 
stopped at the modest little Hotel "Graff," where we quickly changed 
our clothes and made our way towards the picturesque little synagogue. 
An air of holiness reigned over the village. The street was clean, the 
male members, in their Sabbath garments, were pacing toward the syna- 
gogue. The women folks were sitting on their verandas or in front of 
their cottages, in holiday attire, receiving the day of rest, and the chil- 
dren, all dressed up, were running to the synagogue, which is the "Corso" 
of the village. 

We found the little Synagogue crowded with worshippers. The 
Chazan, Mr. Shub, whom we had met in the "States" two years previ- 
ously, chanted the "Lecho Dodi" hymn in an impressive land musicaC 
manner, and the congregation repeated very decorously the verses in the 
ritual. When the services were over Mr. Shub introduced u» to many 
of the congregation, by whom we were greeted with "Sabbath Sholom" 
(a peaceful Sabbath.) We then retired to the hotel to partake of our 
first Sabbath meal in a Jewish colony. After supper Mr. Shub and others 
took us for a stroll through the village. 

The air was balmy, a cool breeze blew from the sea. The full-grown 
trees on the side of the avenue, whose branches approached each other, 
added much grace to the general atmosphere. The songs of Sabbath eve 
came ringing through the open windows of numerous cottages. Sweet 
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-and strange was the music in the pensive silence of Old Palestine, and 
■our hearts beat high as we took part in the chorus of "Yoh Ribbon 
Olam" (Zemiroth for Sabbath eve.) 

We were on the white road 'built by the colonists, on both sides of 
which thick: hedges of acasia (Shittim in Hebrew), threw a shadow. 
Their little blossoms of golden hue tinctured the air with sweet perfume. 
The long village street was gradually filled with young folks walking 
under the branches, hushed in Sabbath repose. We came to the village 
garden (Pardes Hamoshabah) , planted with great care, at the instance of 
the "Baron," where a large variety of flowers and tropical plants, ar- 
ranged in fine order, bloom, and we paused at the fountain to listen to 
the interesting stories told by one of the pioneer colonists. 

Tired and drunk with the exhilarating perfumes of this beautiful 
park we returned to the inn to take a much-needed rest. But that rest 
I did not get, for on our arrival at the hotel I found a colonist of Hederah 
waiting for me to go with him to see a patient there. Dr. H. Jaffa, the 
physician who gives medical aid also to Hederah when required, was 
away in Switzerland in search of health for himself. He left the two 
colonies in chrge of Dr. E., who asked me to see the patient with him 
in Hederah. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

HEDERAH 

In an open carriage, drawn by two horses, we left Zichron at ten 
o'clock in the evening. In front of our vehicle the colonists were galloping 
on horseback to keep track of the road, which, winding all the way through 
is very confusing, even in the daytime, and to keep watch against 
marauding natives, who frequently lie in wait on the roadside for trav- 
elers. Many tourists have been robbed in this neighborhood. In about 
three hours we heard two shots fired in the air and in a few minutes the 
echo of three shots from a distance reached us. Our driver explained 
that these were an exchange of signals between our guide and the Sho- 
mer and that we were within a short distance of the colony. 

We passed through the first eucalyptus forest and emerged into the 
second forest that surrounded the city, and we halted abon one o'clock 
in the morning at a one-story stone house on the edge of the forest, con- 
cealed and darkened by many trees. With the aid of a lantern we en- 
tered a large, poorly furnished room, dimly Ug^ted by an oil lamp. At 
one side of the room was a large bed, screened oS with mosquito net- 
ting; in it lay a girl of about six years, apparently very itl, and around 
the bed were ecxDt women watching over the patient with eyes coi^^ted 
from continuous weeping. The little g^rl was lying on her back with 
both eyes open, her face flushed and her mind was wandering in delirinm. 
She spoke incoherently, presenting hallncinations of fiery castles she had 
seen through the window, and asked in Hebrew to be taken to "Midgal 
Eish" (fiery castle). 

I was pained to see the poor mother, from whom I had learned 
that she had lost a child in a similar manner, guarding over the life of a 
second child in despair. But I felt most deeply touched when I heard the 
poor child, in her delirium, mutter incessantly in the language of Moses 
and Isaiah, and I unconsciously uttered, "Od lo Ovdo Tikvosenu" (our 
hope is not lost). Continuing; 

"While within a Jewish breast beats a Jewish heart. 
And Jewish glances turning east to Zion fondly dart, 
O then our hope is not lost."* 

• HaUkTab, hj NaphthaU Hew ImbM. _ 
187 
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I was so impressed with my Hebraic patient that for the 
moment I forgot my mission and, turning to the mothtr, I continued : 
"If our language that was dead, to all practical purposes, could be 
brought to life by the lips of your dear child, then your daughter must 
recover." 

I was at the bedside of little Jardenah until the first rays of the sun 
penetrated through the forest into the sick room window. When I left 
the patient was sleeping quietly. 

When I emerged into the village I found the street swarming with 
cattle ready to leave for the pasture. Many belated husbandmen were 
driving their cattle to the centre of the street, where the flock was wait- 
ing to leave. . Amongst these early risers I met an old friend of mine 
whom I had not seen for twenty-five years and who was one of the 
founders of the colony. I accompanied him to his home, where we had 
an early breakfast, and started on an inspection tour. 

The most interesting place in an agricultural colony during harvest 
is the threshing floor, and my friend conducted me first to that floor, 
which is the largest in Judea. Numerous stacks of re^>ed grain, like 
huge pyramids, were scattered about that extensive floor, c<msisting of 
wheat, barley, oats, durah, sesame and turmar. The "Goren" was quiet 
that day, as it was Sabbath, the great day of rest in the colonies. Only 
two Jewish Shomerim were there lounging on a pile of "teben" and read- 
ing. I was curious to know the kind of literature a Jewish watchman 
would be interested in, and, to my surprise, I found one absorbed in the 
philosophical essays of Ahad H^am, "Al Parashath Drachim" (At the 
Parting of the Ways), and the other was reading Smolensktn's "Am 
Olam" (The Eternal People). 

"If these are a specimen of Israel's guardians in New Judea," I 
thought to myself, "the future of Judea is well guarded." We accom- 
panied the two Shomerim to their tent, at the extreme end of the thresh- 
ing floor, facing the eucalpytus forest, where I enjoyed an interesting 
conversation with my philosophical sentinels. The tent of the Shomerim 
consisted of a small elevated hut without windows and covered on the 
top with branches of various trees for protection from the sun and to 
allow air to enter. Inside the tent presented the appearance of an old curi- 
osity shop. The furniture consisted of a primitive bed, a rude table and 
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DAVIDS TOMB ON MOUNT ZION 
"And David slept with his fathers and was buried in the city of David."— I Kings 
2:10. "The Btronghold of Zion: the same is the city of David."— 2 Sam, 5:7. This 
interesting plac^ is on the south side at Jerusalem, outside Mount Zion Gate, 
and Ib without doubt authentic. 

(See Pagee 133-34.35) 



THE SLOPES OF THE TYROPBAN VALLEY, JERUSALEM 
The Tyropean valley, on 4he south sida of Jerusalem, is not mentioned tn the 
Old Testament. In ancient times it was Inside the city walls, and separated 
one part of the city from the other. It Is now full ot debris and oTergrown with 
cactus. Some parts of It are cultivated. 



(See Page 122) 
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(See Page 223) 



THE COLONY EKRON ■ 

<See Page S3) 
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a rough bench. One wall had a large display of firearms and all sorts of 
weapons, giving it the appearance of an arsenal. The. other parts of the 
hut were filled with boolcs in Hebrew, Yiddish, German and Russian; 
pictures of renowned Zionists; agricultural implements, oriental gar- 
ments, harnesses, saddles, a collection of insects, such as beetles and liz- 
ards, mounted on a paper and placed in a glass case, hunters trophy and 
many other articles of local interest. After listening to many stories of 
adventure we bade our Hebraic guardsmen "Sabbath Shalom" and re- 
turned to the village. 

I learned from my friend that there were in the colony forty-six fam- 
ilies with 847 persons, among whom were fourteen employees, school 
teachers, a druggist, a shochet and a few 'others who are not land own- 
ers. There were also sixty Jewish laborers employed in farms owned 
by the Agudath Netaim (who purchased 6000 D, land in Hederah) and 
planted it with almonds, olives and oranges.* 

Within the last few years, the population had increased through the 
immigration of Jews from Yemen, for whom the National Fund erected 
hospices and the Ezra Society had built houses for twenty workingmen, 
each one receiving also 20 D. of land. The National Fund also 
provided a home for the unemployed and unmarried folks, where a soup 
kitchen has been 'established. 

Hederah, with its dau^ter colony, "Hei^zi-bah," has 38,360 D. 
land. Its western boundary is the sea, where is possesses a small port 
used for shipping of freight. 

The sale of products in 1909 amounted to $33,161, about three-fourths^, 
of that sam having been realized from the sale of grain, the balance from 
the sale of grapes and other fruit. The soil varies ; itisi poor toward the 
west owing to the sand dunes, but is foiile toward the east of the- 
colony. 

The implements used here are of the best American make. The 
water supply is plentiful. One has to dig but a few feet to find water. In 
some places it overflows the land, appearing like small lakes, and in 
the northern part of the colony the springs form a running creek 
flowing into the sea (Nahr Mefdshir). 

The various societies and individuals own about ten motors for sup- 
plying the houses with water, for irrigating the orangeries and for oper-- 
ating a flour mill. 

ramp dtitrlet or tb« pool "Bn-- 
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The general aspect lOf Hederah is unique and presents individual 
characteristics. The thick eucalyptus forest inclosing the settlement, 
shutting off as it does the view of the surrounding world, gives it a very 
romantic appearance. The cottages are separated from each other and 
enveloped in a forest of trees and shrubbery; the colony as a whole 
makes an excellent impression upon the visitor. 

My friend conducted me to the Gan Samuel — an Ethrogim Garden 
founded through the efforts of the Hovevei Zion' of Russia in memory of 
the great Rabbi Samuel Mohilever, of Bialostock; though neglected for 
some years it now is receiving good care, being managed by A. Feinbcrg, 
a prominent leader in Hederah. About 35,000 ethrogim trees are planted 
there. 

The famous ^(ricultural expert, Herr Aaronson, has established a 
branch of his experimental station in Hederah- Of late the Socitety Agu- 
dath Joseph has been doing excellent work for advancement of horticul- 
ture in Hederah. 

The history of the colony is very thrilling and reads like that of the 
early Puritans who came to America on the Mayflower. 

In 1891 Russian Zionist Colonization Societies of Riga, Wilna and 
Kovno secured 6600 D. of arable land through the efforts of Joshuah 
Hankin from a Christian Arab, named Salim Hari. This territory was 
situated midway between Jaffa and Haifa, near the sea, south of an- 
cient Caesarea (once an important harbor and coital of Palestine) and 
in the same year a colony was founded. 

The land was badly chosen for a settlement. The creek, "Nahr 
Mefdshir," Vadi EI-Khudeira, that runs from the north, had the entire 
neighborhood changed into disease breeding marshes and miasmatic 
swamps. The unexperienced settlers as soon as they secured title to 
their premises gathered into the old native Khan, in the centre of the set- 
tlement, started to clear away stones and lay out plots for dwellings, but 
they soon ran short of funds and they were obliged to make half-finished 
cottages or the bare ground their homes. In the meantime they were 
busy ploughing the dry ground for sowing of wheat and vegetables. 

In consequence of exposure to the bad air blowing from the mias- 
matic marshes of the west and the bad drinking water from a badly con- 
structed well in the valley, malaria broke out in a malignant form. In a 
short time it carried away half of their number. Six died in one month 
and five in another, and during one summer only six or seven had 
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strength enough to nurse the dying and bury the dead. Sick and desti- 
tute of every provision which the weakness of the invalids required, they 
lay crowded in the unsanitary Khan or in half-built cabins. 

The question of safety from marauding natives was also confronting 
the poor settlers. It was hard to get Arab Shomrim, for they all dreaded 
to enter the village. They would not approach the colony for fear ol 
death. The Oriental mind gave credence to all stories of superstition 
and fanaticism' that gossips had spread about the neighborhood. Their 
fear, however, had not prevented the barbarous Bedouins from destroy- 
ing the fields of the colony, which were at a distance from the settlement, 
and the colonists, sick as they were, had to assume themselves the guar- 
dianship of their territory, which was a perilous task in those days, for 
between the treacherous natives and the diseased marshes the chances 
for endurance were slight. 

On the village graveyard, where my friend had requested me to ac- 
company him ,were lines of tombstones of entire families. At one place 
he stopped, his face flushed, tears began to run down his cheeks and, 
choking with emotion, .he exclaimed, "Friend ! these are the sacrifices I 
brought for our land and for the future of my people," and, overcome 
with grief, he moaned "Three I three I three 1" and could not speak any 
more. He turned pale and! fell among the graves of his wife and two 
children that died during the summer of 1893. He lay prostrate for a few 
minutes oo the ground and when he got up he continued, "And while I 
was taking the last glances at my wife, yonder by the sycamore tree a 
grave was dug and mourners were preparing for interment the 
body of a brother-in-law of mine. 

"There was no rest or comfort," he concluded. "I myself barely es- 
caped death that summer." 

Yet among those whose lives were spared, courage and fidelity never 
gave out. They carried off their dead and then hastened back from the 
burial place to wait on the sick, and as the sick began to recover they 
took the places of those whose strength had been exhausted. They had 
not time and no inclination to despond. As idealists they always bore in 
mind that all great things are attended wtih great difficulties and must 
be overcome with courage. 

The survivors felt that the best manner in which they might honor 
their departed dear ones was to be true to the ideals of those who died 
in 8 good cause. To work in harmony for the building up of a monu- 
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ment in memory of the dead became the sole ambition of these idealists. 

The "Baron" is said to have offered to transplant the surviving col- 
onists to a place where the surroundings were sanitary and healthful, but 
they could not bring themselves to accept the offer, nor can one blame 
a people for declining to surrender their home for which they had paid 
such a high price. Solemn memories of those who had passed away and 
regard for the soil where so many sacrifices bad been brought made them 
decline the kind offer. 

In a time of great crisis the "Baron" came to the rescue of Hederah. 
Profiting by the sad experience of "Petach Tikvah," he ordered the plant- 
ing of 500,000 eucalyptus trees around the colony, where one of the 
marshes that was the cause of the malignant scourge was located; the 
other swamp was done away with by draining it through clay tubes into 
the sea. In two years our dtsease-stricken village had developed into a 
healthful! (colony, the marshes were dried up and the air purified, the 
unhealthy swamps turned into the most fertile grain fields. The 
"Ika" already is reaping the fruit of the "Barons" investment. The 
branches are sold to prop up trees in orange groves and a mierchant of 
Jaffa haa purchased the privilege of cutting the full-grown trees. He 
installed a sawmill in Jaffa, where boxes in which oranges ar« packed 
are made from eucalptus boards.' The colony on the other hand did 
not lose anything by the removal of these trees. From the roots of the 
trees new trees grow within a short time. 

With better health conditions their economic condition has greatly 
improved and the colony has grown to be the most prosperous colony 
in Palestine. 

I bid my friend farewell and went to see little Jardenah. I found 
her much improved. Her countenance cleared and she greeted us with 

a smiling "Shalom." I could not stay with her any longer, as Dr. E 

had to return to Zichron to look after severai patients. I parted from 
my little patient well pleased with her condition. 

Our return to Zichron did not take so much time. We crossed the 
Nahr es-Zerka or Crocodile river of Pliny (Crocodilon of Strabo),* a 
stream that drains the wide marshy grounds along the foot of the hills. 
This stream, as everything else in Palestine, instead of being a blessing 
to the district, is a curse to the inhabitants. A dam built about a mile 

' The eacBls^ptDl wood li lultable for bnlWlng parpotei, It* timber h adaptable for lb* 
coDBtrai'tlon of bouiei and cablaet making. 

*Tbe climate or thli regten reKmblea tliat of tbe Delta of tlie NUe. Tbere ts notblDC 
extraordlnar? In tbs appearance of the crocodile. 
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from the sea to give a full rush of water for the operating- of mills, had 
been neglected and had overflowed a large district and changed the 
territory into marshss where the crocodile is occasionally seen. Some 
years ago a Jewish colonist of Zichron saw a crocodile in the river Zerka. 
He shot it and upon examination by a zoologist it was discovered to be 
a young crocodile.'' 

The largest part of the land between Hederah and Zichron is not 
cultivated and wild hogs the hyena* and other wild animals are occasion- 
ally seen here. 

In about two hours I was back in Zichron Jacob. Late in the after- 
noon I visited Mr. Shub, to whom I am obliged for much valuable infor- 
mation. We walked through the clean streets, between rows of nicely 
kept white stone houses, partly concealed among shrubbery, such as 
green acacias and oleanders, and we came into the town hall, where we 
found the large room crowded with young readers, absorbed in news- 
papers, books and periodicals, mostly in Hebrew. Leaving this place 
we proceeded to the synagogue, where similar conditions prevailed. The 
men of the older generation were sitting over large volumes of the Tal- 
mud and Midrash, and I wondered whether this was really an agricul- 
tural settlement. We then stopped at the hospital, where Dr. M. Gins- 
burg, a sister of Achad Haam, was the resident physician. The doctor 
was kind enough to take us through the little sick house. There were 
only five patients, twoffrom Hederah, one from Zichron and two from 
other colonies. Three were sick with malaria, one with dysentery and 
one with trachoma. The ward was scrupulously clean and well venti- 
lated. The cHnical charts and the history sheets were all in the Hebrew 
language, and, judging from the description of these, the patients were 
receiving good and careful treatment. 

I regret not to have had the privilege to be at the school house 
during the sessions, for there was no school that day. For the same 
reason I was not able to see the "Depot," or department store, which is 
so much spoken of in Palestine. It has the reputation of being the 
largest store in the district, where one can obtain anything and every- 
thing from a pin to an agricultural implement, and from a pound of 
£our to a suit of clothes. 

The wine cellar (also closed) did not appear to be as elaborate as 
that which we had seen at Rishon, It is only used by the local wine 
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growers, and occasionally by those of Hede'rah. 

Among other things in Ztchron may be mentioned a steam mill, a 
steam plough, a large nursery garden, a seltzer factory and a factory 
for conserving mixed pickles. 

The land area of Zichron Jacob is 30,668 D., very suitable for agri- 
cultural purposes. It is estimated that three-fourths of the income is 
derived from agriculture, apiculture, dairying and cattle raising; the 
balance from the products of the vine.^ The almond and olive trees, 
of which there is a large number in the colony, are young as yet, and 
contributed, so far, little to the general funds. 

The population of Zichron is 935. Among the 265 families were 
543 school children. The colonists here produce almost everything they 
need, and are not obliged to buy any eatables, as is the case in Rishoo 
and Rechoboth- Their fine pasture lands enable them to maintain large 
numbers of cattle and to sell milk, butter and cheese in Haifa and other 
places. The value of their cattle has been estimated at $36,000. They 
possessed 1,880 head of cattle. 

One discouraging feature in the colony is Arab labor. For some 
reason less Jews are employed here than in any other Judean colony. 

The Ika, however, employs many Jews on its fine orange grove near 
"Nezly." When the Ika took over the management of the village in 
1900 it was in an unenviable condition. The impression of "Achad 
Haam:" "This is no colony, but a disgrace," was probably correct at 
that time, but now it has growni to be a self supporting settlement and 
the value of land and building lots has increased ten-fold. 

The exports and imports of Zichron are also on a steady increase. 

The history of Zichron is analogous to that of Rishon le-Zion. The 
original settlers were without exception men of very moderate means. 
They believed in the responsibilities of individual ownership and not in 
any communistic system, and they soon found themselves engaged in a 
severe struggle. Ignorant of the language of the country, the methods 
of agricullture, manners and customs of the inhabitants (whc* 
regarded them as intruders) and unused to the climate, their condition 
soon became helpless and their power of endurance were 
taxed to the utmost. They, however, determined with unflinching reso- 
lution to stay in the colony. That the colony finally achieved some 
measure of success was due to the benevolence of Baron Edmund de 
Rothschild, who had taken personal pride in the colony named in mem- 
T It 1* wld tkat mor* Uiu one mUllon gnpv tDim an planUd In Umm yard*. 
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ory of his father Jacob. His officials here spent his money lavishly to 
make it a model settlement and to attract Jews to that place. Many 
towns in America may envy its public institutions, He pleasure ground, 
its paved streets and its modern water works. Whether the Baron has 
received the Full value of his investment is a question that cannot be an- 
swered in the affirmative. The noble Baron here more than anywhere 
else was very unfortunate with his managers and lost a good deal 
through fraud. , 

Under the new regime large tracts of arable land were purchased, 
which in 1903 were divided among the colonists, enabling thera to ex- 
tend their activities in grain and viticulture. Further evidence of the 
success of the colony is the establishment of many daughter 
colonies in its vicinity. In Tantura,^ about two hours distance 
from the seashore, twenty workingmen from the older colony 
settled. Among the new ruins there is the "Baron's" glass fac- 
tory, built near Tanturai for unemployed Jews. It had to close because 
the sand was not suitable for the making of glassware. 

Sefeyah, another village about an hour and a half distance, is on 
a hill near the Arabic village Sefeyah. It stands on a white 
rock and its white stone cottages give it a beautiful aspect. Its twenty- 
five families occupy themselves with agriculture and dairy farming. Their 
beautiful cottages, their vineyards, their olive forests, the mountain air 
the best drinking water, and the good milk and poultry would make this 
colony an ideal health resort. Indeed, Dr. H. Joffa has cherished an 
idea of establishing a sanitarium there. 

Morah, another daughter colony, possesses excellent agricultural 
land and ts provided with hospices for working men that make their 
home there during working days. 

The most magnificent view of the environs of Zichron may be gotten 
by standing on the upper section of the village. To the west the eye 
wanders on the long coast-line; to the East the hills rise in swelling undu- 
lations to a height of about 2000 feet, where the smoke of the numerous 
villages with the late afternoon haze is seen. To the northeast might be 
discerned the lofty summit of the Hermon, and in the immediate prox- 
imity in the same direction is seen the range of the Carmei and the 
beautiful daughter colonies. 

It was late when we returned home. The Maariv prayer was chant- 

■ Tlw aDClant Dor < 
qnartMi (Joak. zl;l, B 
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ed by Mr. Shub at the hotel in the presence of a minyan of visitors. The 
lamps of the hotel were lit after the services were over. This was fol- 
lowed by "Havdalah" and the drinking of a cup of the best local wine. 
The singing of "Hamavdil" was a feature of the evening. It was audible 
from almost every house and was accompanied by musical instruments, 
such as the piano and violin. Ritual music and national songs were 
the features of the Sabbath. Almost every house was well illuminated 
and assumed the air of a general holiday. The holiday was not confined 
to the hc«ses. The young Judeans manifested their national freedom on 
the public highways. The youth of the colony, were marching over the 
long street, singing in chorus Jewish national airs, "Hatikvoh," "Bimkom 
Shorn Arozim" and other songs. 

One song particularly impressed me, because it showed the spirit of 
New Judea. I shall render it here in English : 

In this, the land of opportunity, 
' The resting place for pilgrims' weary feet. 

We too enjoy the law's Equality 

And share in Heaven's gift of Freedom sweet 

The seeds of the Torah in this fertile soil 

Will yield a thousand measures for our toil. 

Moistened with Liberty's pearly dew, 

The buds had come and gone, 

And then the fragrant blossoms grew, ' 

Warmed by the radiant sun. 

So let us work with song and pray 
, That we may eat the fruit some day. ' 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 
ISRAEL'S CLAIM ON PALESTINE. 

Having presented an account of the colonies in Judea, we now turn 
to the question often asked, "What right has the Jew on Palestine? His 
claim to the land," it is asserted, "has been relinquished with the advent 
of the Roman and succeeding conquerors. He severed his connection with 
Palestine for nearly 1800 years, and during the entire period he made 
no earnest effort to recover it. Even granting," it is argued, "that by 
some miracle the Jew should regain a 'foothold in Palestine, of what 
benefit will it be to him or to the land ? Palestine is essentially an agri- 
cultural country and is in need of a farming element and this is what 
the Jew is not. He has been a trader for so long a period, that to change 
tiim into a til(er of the soil would be neither advisable nor possible." 

The object of this chapter is to demonstrate the relationship of the 
Jew to Palestine all through the diaspora ; to prove that the Jew never 
severed his relattions with his beloved country; that he clung to the 
land with love and devotion, even while facing all sorts of oppres- 
sion and peril ; and that whenever he was not driven away by force he 
gravitated toward it not only with the intention to be entombed in the 
holy dust of bis ancestors, but with the resolve to live and cultivate the 
fields of his glorious land. No matter by what name the land was 
known to other people, to him it was always, "Erez Israel' ("ITie Land 
of Israel). 

Differing in custom and policy from ancient conquerors, the Romans 
appeared to have been satisfied with the capture of Jerusalem (70 C. E.). 
They did not exile all the vanquished Judeans to other lands^ The 
Judeans were deprived of their beloved capitol and their political inde- 
pendence, and their land was sold by Bassus, the Governor of Jeru- 
salem, for the benefit of the imperial treasury, but a large Jewish popu- 
lation remained in Palestine, many of them returning from their hid- 
ing-places in the great desert beyond the Jordan. 

' Tbli name !■ met wltb lor tbe dnt time Id the dayi of Baol. &«• I Sam. xlll:t0. Be* 
alio Biek. xtrli:lS; OwIdb to the lacnd aiioelatloiu It im atao known aa tbe "H0I7 Land," 
flcat maotloiMd In Zecb. zl;U. 

' Notwlthitandlnr CleTmau-OanneBU, tbe French archeolasiat. wba 1( of tb« opUlton tbat 
tbe entire Jewlih caoiiDnlillr iru deatrored dnrloK the wan wltb Veapaalan and Tttna. 
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Johanan ben Zaccai, who, according to tradition, was carried out 
of Jerusalem in a cofBn, received a permit from Vespasian to found a 
school at Jabne (Jamnia), where the Sanhedrin was subsequently estab- 
lished. 

Berenice the beautiful, with whom Titus was madly in love, re- 
turned to Palestine as soon as the Roman rule was relaxed in its sever- 
ity, and her brother, the last Jewish king, Agrippa II, was able to hold 
Galilee and to appoint Jewish governors over Sepphoris and Tiberias — 
the chief centres of learning and population. 

Five years later (?6 C. E.), Gamaliel the Second took his title as 
"Nasi" (Prince). Eleazar began to teach at Lydda and Joshua at Pelciin, 
which became for a while the chief seats of learning. The Jewish posi- 
tion appears to have somewhat improved as soon as Rome became con- 
fident of its powers. Gamaliel was the owner of large tracts of land, 
and his pastoral journeys show plainly that new communities were rap- 
idly growing in Judea. 

Rabbi Akiba became the religious head about the year 98 C- E. He 
set up his schools at Bnei Berak, southeast of Joppa, where tradition 
credits him with being the head over twenty-four thousand disciples. 
The position of the Jews at that time is best illustrated by the many laws 
in vogue. They appear toi have owned land in every section of Pales- 
tine, The agricultural tithes were still gathered' by the Jewish authori- 
ties. (The so-called "Jew tax" was paid to the Roman tax collectors.) 

The Jewish peasant was known among the students of the Rab- 
binic academies as "Am Haaretz" (country-folk).* 

When Hadrian became Emperor he found the Jews up in arms 
because Lucius Quietus (legate to his predecessor, Trajan) had been 
persecuting them unmercifully, the great centre of learning at Jabne 
was broken up, and the Sanhedrin was obliged to move to Usha,* in the 
neighborhood of Sheffarim' to continue their spiritual work. Joshua 
the Patriarch acting upon the assurance given by Hadrian that the Jew- 
ish request for permission to rebuild the Temple would be granted, paci- 
fied them and the thirst of the Judeans for revenge was for a time 
quenched. But soon the air was ablaze with revolutionary fire in conse- 

bltter. B. 
bim Ilka ■: 

Stncb. who la prapcrly termed by Solomon Bt^hecbter "Onr JernMlem Savant," aaki witb 
aanaam, "How ikaU he iMcome viae that holdeth the plongh, that slorlett In thd ahaft of 
(oT "^ ' "i? JEf •"■ ■"* ** '>''"»*** ^tl" *•» tabo™, and wbOM talk la of bnUockal" 
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quence of the non-fulfillment of the promise by Hadrian to rebuild 
the Temple. The order not to permitt Jews to enter Jerusalem, the 
changing of the name of their capital into Aclia Capitolioa, and the pro- 
faning of the site of the Temple with -a temple to Jupiter were too much 
for the Judeans to withstand. 

The preparations of the JudeanS for this new uprising lasted twa 
years. Akiba, who after the death of Joshua was the acknowledged head 
of the Rabbinic academy, became the new deliverer of Palestine. Bar 
Kochba was proclaimed King of the Jews. Jerusalem again became 
Jewish, and Palestine from 132-134 continued as a Jewish State as in the 
days of old.^'' However, the fortunes of war turned, Severus by his dila- 
tory tactics starved out the Judeans and Bar Kochba made his last stand 
at Bethar, where one of the bloodiest trgedies in the Jewish hostory took 
place. Haifa million Jews, according to tradition, fell in this battle, and as 
many fell on the side of the Romans. Yet a considerable portion of 
Judeans still remained on their old land. The .collapse of the rebellion 
still left a large Jewish population in Palestine. The next emperor, 
Marcus Aurelius, who succeeded Hadrian (137 C. E.), exhibited a dis- 
position to be more lenient to the Jews. The severe edicts of his prede- 
cessor were removed and the effect of his leniency was that many Judcaa 
leaders returned to Palestine, settled at Usha and re-established the 
patriarchate there. The centre of gravity of Jewish national life was- 
shifted to Galilee. Rabbi Judah the Prince (135-220), collector and 
compiler of the Mishnah, became the leader in Israel. He adopted the- 
policy of conciliation- He abrogated the "yCAT of release" (Sabbatical 
year)', lightened the tithe' and revised the borders of Palestine; to help 
the war-stricken and oppressed agriculturists to recuperate. 
He (Judah the Prince) is reputed to have possessed large tracts of land 
and his wealth was almost fabulous. 

The great literary activities and political movements carried on by 
the Jews of Palestine up to the middle of the fifth century. The 
existence of the princely dignitaries, and patriarchs, wielding considerable 
authority over the Jews, give e\4dence that Palestine during that period 
had a considerably lai^e Jewish population. The careful consideration 
given in the Mishnah and the Jerusalem Talmud to laws 
regulating land and agricultural matters in all their phases is sufficient 



-c by Google 



*» NEW JUDEA 

•evidence that the cultivation of land up to the middle of the fifth cen- 
tury was with the Jewa of Palestine a living question and not merely a 
theoretical problem,* References in Talmudic literature are not lack- 
ing, to the building of terraces,*'' to the practice of fertilzation' and the 
use of irrigation," We also find in Rabbinic literature names of many 
varieties of wine, olives and other fruits; of many kinds of grains, of 
various agricultural implements", jand of vehicles used by the proprie- 
tors of land that leave no doubt in the mind of the reader that the chief 
Jewish occupation during the entire period ending with the completion 
of the Talmud was agriculture in all its branches." The, estimation in 
which farming was held by Jews at that period may be shown from the 
-numerous passages in Rabbinical literature. Said Rabbi Eliezer, "He 
that owns no land is no man."" . . , All artisans will in time to come 
turn to the working! of the soil , . . . for the soil is the surest way 
of sustenance to those that work it; furthermore, such work brings 
strength to the body and case to the mind," "He that toils and strives 
after money the while he has no land of his own, what enjoyment has he 
from all this travail."" 

Said Rabbi Hanin — the verse, "thy life shall hang in doubt before 
■thee, thou shalt fear day and night, thou shalt have no assurance of 
thy life,"" is to be expounded as follows : "Thy life shall hang in doubt 
tefore thee; this refers to him that buys his food supplies from year 
to year; "thou shalt fear day and ni^t;" this refers to him that buys 
iTiem from week to week; "thou shalt have none assurance of thy life;" 
this refers to him that depends upon the storekeeper". 

A story is told of a very old man who labored early and late at tree 
{)lanting, though, as the Emperor Hadrian taunted him, he couldn't 

■ The tact tbat tbe Jewg of Paleitlns were able to compile the larse aroaHQt of matertal 
wbleb 1g rounn In the JeraNlem Talmad la the beet evidence of the Jewlab Tltallt; dnrlDX 
that jierlon endlag with tbe completion ot the Jeraealem Tnlmud (320 C. E.). The I1ii°nt 
•nd flexible ityle of tbe Miihnab. mfTerlnK widely from the Biblical atrle, abowa dearly tbat 
the Hebrew liDguBKe was In proceag of a oatDial dereloirment. 

■b Bee Mlabnah Shebllth III, 8. 

■ lb. II. 

"Moed KotoD, 1:3. 
" Sabb. 1:0, Sbeblltb S:6. 

" References In tbe Bible to terrace* la fannd la the Sodk of Songa; "Vj doTe, tbon art 
<D clefts of the rock, In tbe secret placea of the atalra" (teciacea). U1:U. 
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expect to enjoy their fruit The moral of this story is that every man 
is bound to till the ground even though he may not expect to reap the 
fruits of his labor; for when he came into the worlcl he found that other 
men had cultivated the land for him'^ 

Hast thou a field? Work it with all thy might; if a man make» 
himself a slave unto his field he will be satisfied with his bread". 

IHiring the Persian invasion'" the Jews were strong enough to offer 
powerful armed resistence to the Persians, in their fight against Herac- 
lius, the Byzantine Emperor. 

All Jews of Galilee capable of bearing arms enlisted in the Persian 
army under the leadership of Benjamin of Tiberias, eager to avenge 
themselves against Rome and their Christian enemies. It is reported 
that 24,000 Jews joined the army of Choseros II"- Jerusalem was cap- 
tured by the Persians and its gates were again thrown open to the Jews^ 
They even dreamt of establishing their nationality in their own land. 
Had the domination of the Persians lasted longer, Palestine might have 
gone to the Jews as a national homeland, but unfortunately the Persian, 
rule was of short duration. After an absence of fourteen, years the 
Byzantine army again appeared in Palestine. The last victory of Herac- 
lius, though of short duration, was long enough to- ffi»enge himself 
against the Jews who had joined the enemy. 

Soon a new power rose in the horizon of the east — the birth of 
Mohammedanism. The successor of Mohammed, Abu Bekr, wa^ 
impelled by ambition to establish the religion of Mohammed in the; 
East. With a large army of followers he attacked Syria, resolved to con- 
quer the Holy Land for the followers of Mohammed. By his death, two 
years after the prophet (634), the great task was left to his successor, 
Katiph Omar, who in the following year (635) realized the great ambi- 
tion of his predecessor. A lai^e army headed by a general named Kha- 
lid marched upon Syria, captured Damascus and the provinces of the 
Jordan. In less than a year Syria was conquered, and the Byzantine 
army, under the personal command of Heracltus, after a- defeat at the 
Yarmuk, was forced to evacuate Palestine. Chronicles tell us that the 
Moslems were received with great hospitality by the native Jews. Ther 
welcomed them as their liberators from the heavy yoke to which they 

'^EmI. 11,11:20. 

•• Saoh. iteb. 
» a* c. a. 

■> HDMbliiB In hli OnamfliElcon Btat«i tbat be MW many vtllagaa ttcenpltd bj Jewlih affrt- 
coltnrlat*, aacli ai Beron, Aln Qedl. Sbotnaa, Benwn, Utab, NOTcb Dlbarto, etc. 
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had been subjected by the Christian nilers of Syria. After Jerusalem 
^capitulated, the Kalif on his reddish camel, loaded with bags of corn 
and dates, took possession of the land of Israel for the sons of Ishmael. 

He opened the gates of Jerusalem for the Jews who were forbidden 
to enter the Holy City on the penalty of death by the Byzantine rulers, 
and g^ve them the right of passing undisturbed "from one end of Pales- 
tine to the other." He issued an order that the Jews were to have equal 
xights with the Christians, and both shall pay the same amount of yearly 
tributes from the corn crops of their fields and from the oil of their olive 
_groves. Chronicles further tell us that the Jews of Khaibar who 
resided in a valley two or three days north of Medina, having learned of 
such privileges, requested the Kalif's permission to emigrate to Pales- 
tine. An entire tribe, with their families and belongings — such as they 
.desired to lake with them across the long journey through the desert — 
<:anie and settled in Palestine. 

According to an Arab historian, in the beginning of the Arabic tdng- 
•dom Palestine had a large Jewish population ; the city of Caesarea alone 
had twenty thousand Jews and Samaritans. Christian chroniclers com- 
plained that Jews helped the Arabs to capture Palestine. 

Omar took great pride in the acquisition of Jerusalem and particu- 
larly of the Temple site. It is said that Omar himsel helped to clean the 
.site of the Holy Temple of the filth and rubbish which was piled upon 
it by Christians to spite the Jews. A later Kaliph, Abd Al-Melek, 
*rccted in commemoration of the conqueror of Jerusalem a house of 
worship — the Mosque of Omar (684) ; the most charming building in 
the Holy City and probably in the East**. The occupation of Palestine 
,by an Arabic element dates from the entrance of Kalif Omar. During 
the caliphate domination Palestine was the best governed land in the 
world, Moawiya, who was Governor of Palestine from 639-680, was 
just and considerate to all people. The effect of his beneficent rule lasted 
for centuries after him. 

History, however, is silent as to Jewish conditions in Palestine dur- 
ing the succeeding two centuries**- We know, however, that a large 
«migratior of Karaites had taken place to Jerusalem toward the end 
of the eighth century. They were known as "Abelei Zion" (mourners 
of Zion). We have also records that Jewish merchants, such as jewelers, 

■■ Sea The Jew« Under Iilamlc Bale, br Abdalth QdIUu B«r, rMd befora tbe London 
Zionist! LesKne. IMM. raprlntod In Uie Mac, 1906, p. SOS. 

■■ Tbe moTcments of ObadlK Abo lu, wbo organlied a larte armr of Jewt of STrin and 
VeMpoUmla (7U) to tak« back Faleitlne wHh tbe aword la Tetled In aytmtj. 
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tanners, dyers and money changers, were found in many Palestinian 
cities. 

How the Jews "from one end of the world to the other" yearned for 
a Jewish national home even in the golden age of the diaspora is clearly 
seen from the correspondence in the middle of the tenth century (955), 
between H.isdai Ibn Shaprut — the Jewish statesman at the court of 
Abderrahman III, Caliph of Cordova, Spain — and Joseph, King of the 
Khazars. Hasdai had learned from the Persian and Byzantine Ambassa- 
dors, at the court of the Caliphate of Spain, that there existed in a 
far-oGf land beyond the seas a Jewish kingdom known as the Khazars, 
where Judaism was the State religion. The Jewish vizier was very 
eager to get in touch with the rulers of Khazaria, and if the rumor 
should be verified, contemplated journeying thither and devoting his 
experience as statesman to his own people. After satisfying himself 
that the Jewish kingdom was a fact, he wrote an epistle in the Hebrew 
language to Joseph, Khagan of the Khazars, wherein he begs the King 
for detailed information of the history and the status of his kingdom, 
. . . . "Were I to know," writes Hasdai, "that this is true. I should 
renounce my place of honor, abandon my lofty rank, forsake my family, 
and wander over mountains and hills, by sea and on land, until I reached 
the dwelling-place of my lord and sovereign, there to behold his great- 
ness and splendor, the seats of his subjects, the positions of his servants, 
and the tranquility of the remnant of Israel. . • Having been cast 
down from our former glory, and now living in exile, we are powerless 
to answer those who constantly say unto us: "Every nation hath its 
own kingdom, while you have no trace (of a kingdom) on earth." But 
when we received the news about our lord and sovereign, about the 
power of his kingdom and the multitude of his hosts, we were filled 
with astonishment. We lifted our heads, our spirit revived, and our 
hands were strengthened, the kingdom of my lord serving us as an 
answer. Would that this rumor might increase in strength (i. e., be ver- 
ified), for thereby will our greatness be enhanced!" 

After a long period of waiting, Hasdai received from the Jewish King 
Joseph, a reply wherein the King of the Khazars gives an account of 
how King Bulan and his princes adopted Judaism and how strictly it 
was upheld by his successors. He goes on telling that his country is 
situated at the mouth of the Volga, and that at the banks of the river 
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are many nations who are tributary to his kingfdom, and that, with the 
help of the Almighty, he guards the entrance of the river to prevent the 
Russians, who arrive in vessels, from passing the Caspian Sea for the 
purpose of making their way to the Ishmaelites, and he is at constant 
war with the nations who are anxious to pass and destroy the Ishmael- 
ites. He goes on to say, "Our eyes are turned to God and to the wise 
men of Israel who preside over the academies of Jerusalem and Babylon. 
We are far away from Zion, but it has come to our ears that, on account 
of our sins the calculations (concerning the coming of the Messiah) have 
become confused, so that we know nothing. May it please the Lord to 
act for the sake of His great Name. May the destruction of His Temple, 
and the cutting off of the holy service, and the misfortunes that have 
befallen us, not appear small in His sight. May the words of the 
prophet be fulfilled : 'And the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come 
to His Temple' (Mai. iiiil)- We have nothing in our possession (con- 
cerning the coming of the Messiah) except the prophecy of Daniel. May 
the God of Israel hasten our redemption and gather together all our 
exiled and scattered brethren in my lifetime, in thy lifetime, and in the 
lifetime of the whole house of Israel, who love His name." 

A number of letters, discovered in the Genizah of Fostat by the 
late Solomon Shechter, sent by a certain Rabbi Meir of Palestine to the 
Exilarch of Babylon, shows that in the tenth century Palestine must 
have had a large Jewish population. One of the letters mentions the fact 
that in Jerusalem at that period existed a large and a small Synod.** 

The condition of the Jew at the end of the tenth century was no 
better than during the reign of Vespasian, as testified by christian 
historians. **'' 

In 1187 the chivalrous Saladin recaptured it and rebuilt the ruined 
waits. Then Richard I of England essayed to free Jerusalem again. 



■■ S«e Jewlsb Qoarterlr Berlew, London, ISOS. 
i*)* Tbe Mittntc'of Jetuwiem. write* > Chrlatlao blitorlan. wai followed by a, m«d* wbleh 
moBt atwari b« nmBmbered by Cbriattani witb lotrow, and It baa to be acknowledted tbat 
tb* acUon of the Cmaadera compare! Terr badl; wtth tbat of Lbe Ktialif Omar and the Arab* 
when tbey took paaaeailon of the ctt; Id A. D. 637. On tbat oceBslon the Uvea and property 
of tbe Cbrlatlana irere apared and tbcy were left lu peacefnl poiaeailan of tbelr cbureke*. 
Tbe Crnaadera, on tbe otber bapd. aa aoon ai tbey entered tbe cttj, maaaacred ererrone they 
met— man, woman or cblld— and tbe hlatoriana of tbat period relate that in tbe Barem la- 
cloanre alone, wblther tbe Mobatumedana had fled for refuge, maiiT tfaouaanda were killed, 
and tbe knlsbta rode In blood up to tbe koeea of tbelr boraei. Tbe Jewa fared no better tban 
tbe Saracen*, for wben a number of them aeaembled Id tbe ayoaKOgae It waa bnrned down, 
wItb all tbe people wbo were !□ it. Tbe following day tbe maeaaere and pillage recom- 
meneed, and 300 Egyptlana, whose Urea had been promlaed tbem by Tancred, were carried 
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Uobammeden or a Jew left alive in Jeraaalem, aa the only aurvlTora wboae lire* had been 
cpared by Raymond were aeot by blm to tbe (ity of Aacalon. Then, tbelr taak baling been 
accompUahed, a aerrlce of thankagiTiDg was held In tbe Chnrcb of the Holy Sepolcbre and the 
wood of tha croaa waa eiblblted to tbe Cruaaden. 



-cbv.GoogIe 



A CITY OF PALMS 



THE AUJEH ItlVBR 



\T THE WESTERN WALL 

(See Pace 121) 



.L.cy Google 



BEE-HIVES AT VADI EL-HANIN 
"That I may pertorm the oath which I have sworn unto your father to give 
them a land flowing with milk and honey as it is this day." (Jer. XI: 15), 

(See Page 68) 
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and did, indeed, come within sight of the historic city, but withdrew 
without completing his high undertaking. Richard Coeur de Lion did 
capture part of JaflFa. In a letter dated October i, 1191, he thus 
describes the campaign: "As we were nearing Asnif, Saladin came 
swooping down upon us, but with God's mercy we lost no man of impor- 
tance, save one. . . . Thence by God's will we came to Jaffa, which 
we have fortified with ditch aiid wall. . . . Saladin lost an infinite 
number of his greatest men, and, being put to flight, in the absence of 
all help and counsel, he has laid waste the whole land of Syria. On the 
third day before Saladin's defeat we were ourselves wounded with a 
spear in the left side, but thanks to God, we have now regained strength. 
Ktiqw also that by twenty days after Christmas we hope, through God's 
grace, to receive the Holy City of Jerusalem." 

But to Richard's demand Saladin turned a deaf ear. (Note 12.), 

What Richard I., failed to accomplish after much hard fighting 
was attained a generation later through diplomatic negotiation by 
Frederick 11. 

From 1244 to ISIT Jerusalem was under the rule of the Sultans of 
Egypt, Selim I, conquered Palestine and Egypt. He took the tittle 
'if Caliph, and carried off the sacred banner of the Moslems to Con- 
stantinople. His son, Suleiman the Magnificent, built '.he great walls, 
about Jerusalem. These walls are the present forti tications of the 
city. Positive records as to the number of Jews durii g the occupancy 
of the Crusaders are lacking. The noted travelers, Benjamin of Tudela 
and Rabbi Pethachyah of Regensburg, who visited Palestine shortly 
after the defeat of the army of Baldwin (1164), comment on the small 
number of inhabitants in the cities, yet both speak of having met with 
many agricultural settlements and with many Jewish communities 
along the coast from Askelon in the south to Gubail in the north. Ben-- 
jamin of Tudela came across Jews of great wealth, owners of ships on 
the sea, manufacturers of glassware and sugar, etc. He also reports that 
many Rabbinic academies were flourishing in the city of Tyre." 

A return to Palestine in force after many crushing defeats since the 
revolt of Bar Kochba and latter days was out of the question, particu- 
larly during the domination of the Crusaders. The physical being of 
Israel was cowed and crushed. Instead of using physical force- 
Israel resorted to fervent prayers for the rebirth of his people. The 

■Bee Barir Trarelera tn Patettim, Bobit'i 8«rt«*. 
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Messianic sayings of the prophets became the only consolation and com- 
fort of the people. Zion assumed a prominent place in Jewish liturgy 
and poetry. The Jew, attracted by mystic and Kabbalistic speculations 
began to hope for a miraculous intervention which would restore the 
Holy Land to him. But there was always a remnant in Israel wlio was 
ready to undertake the perilous journey to the beloved land. 
The most noted visitor of that period was the celebrated 
Hebrew poet and Arabic scholar, AI-Harizi, who journeyed through 
Palestine in 1216. He reports that he found there many large Jewish com- 
munities wherein he was received with kind hospitality and where his 
poetical work was greatly appreciated.*" The same writer also mentions 
the fact that in 1199 Jerusalem passed from Christian to Mohamme- 
dan rule and that Jews were again permitted to live there. Evidently he 
refers to the capture of Palestine by Saladin, when Palestine became a 
haven of refuge and Jews from near and far flocked to their 
beloved fatherland. Chroniclers note the fact that a large number of 
Rabbis from France and England — with their cortege— headed by Rabbi 
Samuel ben Simson, migrated to Palestine in the year 1S09. 

Another large Jewish exodus took place toward the 
•^aA of the thirteenth century when pillage, murder, arson, and extor- 
tion threatened the very life of the German Jews, These refugees 
having heard that Palestine offers equal rights and protection to their 
race, under the reign of the Mongolian Khan Argur and his Jewish 
minister, Se'd-ad-Daulah, returned to Palestine."' 

The sentiment of the German Jews for Palestine must have been 
strong during the thirteenth century. Rabbi Meir of Rothenberg, the 
Tosafist, at the risk of his life, was conveying a group of emigrants to 
Palestine. History records the fact that when he reached Alsace he 
was arrested and imprisoned where he died a tragic death. The immi- 
gration of German Jew to Palestine was by no means confined to these 
few instances. In a letter a certain Joseph Zarphathi, who emigrated 
to Turkey in his early youth, calls upon his German co-religionists to 
escape from the German house of bondage and settle in the Turkish 
Empire. 

"If the German Jew would realize but one-tenth part of the pros- 
perity awaiting them in Turkey they would brave rain and snow and 
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they would rest neither by night nor by day before reaching there. 
There is the route to the Holy Land lying open to them through Tur- 
key." 

Among the very few Jewish travelers who came to Palestine with 
the intention of exploring the land, was Estori ha-Farhi, who left 
France in the year 1306 after the expulsion of the Jews from that coun- 
try. He came to Palestine in the year 1313 and settled in Beth-San 
near Jerusalem. He avoided the Holy City because of the Anti Maimon- 
ides sentiment that existed in Jerusalem, Seven years he explored the 
land and made scientific observations of the country. His book, "Kaftor 
Va Ferach," is a scientific treatise on the climatic conditions of Palestine, 
its geography, the ethnologic character of its population, its flora, its 
fauna, etc. His description is illuminating and is of great service even 
to the modern student. Estori speaks of Jewish communities that he came 
across during his travels through Palestine. Even in Eglon, beyond the 
Jordan, he met with Jewish settlements. Estori also reports that Jews 
from the neighboring countries make regular pilgrimages to Jeru- 
salem three times a year. *^ 

About twenty years later Rabbi Isaac Chelo, of Aragon, visited 
Palestine. The records he left arc extremely interesting. He found 
the Jews of Southern Palestine occupying themselves with cattle-rais- 
ing. Even the Rabbis of the congregations were with their flocks. Their 
disciples received instructions in the law under the bare Palestinian sky 
while guarding the herd. He mentions twenty-three Jewish villages 
that pursued the pastoral occupation. 

In the fifteenth century a large Jewish immigration from Syria, 
Mesopotamia and Egypt came to Palestine. Some of these occupied 
themselves with commerce; others engaged in agriculture. Many Jew- 
ish scholars from Europe came there and opened Rabbinic academies 
and Palestine became the centre of learning. In Southern Palestine 
many Jews engaged in pastoral occupations and in the cities they 
devoted themselves to weaving and dyeing. 

The expulsion of the Jews from Spain was a stunning blow. The 
Spanish Jews were for a moment dazed, the soil of Europe was quaking 
under their feet and in their despair they turned eastward. The largest 

■■ S«« Kaftor Ta Ferach, VoL S, 18BT-H> Bd. Ifnwa Lnna, Jemnleni. 
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bulk settled in the Turfcish Empire where they were treated with 
kindness ; a considerable number settled also in Palestine. 

Palestine was greatly benefited by the large immigration from Spain 
as they were an enterprising people. They formed large communities 
with great schools and industrial centers. It is said that the kind Sultan 
Bajazet of Turkey, when he heard of the expulsion of the Jews from 
Spain, exclaimed, "How can you call Ferdinand of Aragon a wise king? 
He has made his land poor and enriched ours." 

Samuel Usque, the author of the "Consolacum as tribulacoes de 
y'rsrae!" ( the consolation and tribulations of Israel) speaking of Turkey 
of that period makes the followin remarks of the country ia 
which most of his brethren from the Pyrennean peninsula found an 
asylum : "Great Turkey ..... There the gates of freedom and equal 
opportunity for the unhindered practice of Jewish worship are ever 
open to Israel ; they are never closed against thee, there thou canst re- 
new thy inward life, change thy condition, strip off thy habits, cast 
away erroneous teaching, recover thy ancient truths and abandon the 
practices which, by the violence of the nations among which thou wast 
a pilgrim, thou wast forced to imitate, in this land thou receivest 
boundless grace from the Lord since therein he granteth thee unlimited 
freedom to begin by repentance.** 

The practical Kabala originated with "Ari" (Isaac Luria) 
and his disciples of the famous Safed School gave expression 
to much melancholy feeling and yearning for an independent 
life in the Holy Land and gave new impetus to the mys- 
tical belief in the coming of the Messiah. This belief filled the 
heart of Solomon Molcho— a Marrano youth who on his return to Juda- 
ism proclaimed the speedy regeneration of Israel. (He died at the 
stake 1532). It brought to the Holy Land the learned codifier Joseph 
Karo, author of the Shulchan Aruch. It inspired Israel Najara, 
to write there his beautiful poems, both religious and secular. Some 
of the former found a part in the Liturgy and the latter are still sung 
on festive occasions. It gave the impulse to Solomon Alkabez to write 

■• See Orteti Qeschlchte der Inden, 2 ed. Ix., SO; alio Edk. IV, 4m. 
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the poem "Lecha Dodt," and it supplied the Kabbalistic movement, to a 
certain extent, a religious philisophy.*"" 

The contact with the old soil brought back to them a feeling of 
the old glory of Spain. Not only were all branches of learning repre- 
sented by the fugitives of Spain in their new land, but even diplomacy 
found its representative there, in the person of Don Joseph Nasi. 

Duke Joseph di-Naxos (Don Joseph Nasi) was a Marano Jew who 
returned to Judaism after leaving Spain for Turkey, where he rose to 
the position of Grand Vizier at the court of Sultan Suleiman, the Mag- 
nificient (16S0). He was granted permission to rebuild the city Tiberias 
for his unfortunate brethren from Spain- Within a year the city was re- 
built under the supervision of his friend, Joseph ben Adruth, despite 
the objection raised by Arab workmen, who had a super- 
stitious belief that the building of the city by Jewish people 
would bring the Jews domination over Palestine. He was assisted by 
his noble sister, Donna Gracia Mendes, who expended a large fortune 
on that enterprise.* 

Don Joseph imported mulberry trees and planted them there. He 
built silk mills and weaveries with the object of teaching the Jews, for 
whom the city was rebuilt, the silk industry." He planted gardens and 
orange groves in the vicinity of Tiberias and issued a call for Jewish 
artisans to return to the land of promise." Occasionally he was suc- 
cessful through diplomatic channels to revenge himself upon European 
courts in retaliation for the brutal tortures inflicted upon his brethren.** 
He surrounded himself by a group of intellectuals by bringing to- 
gether Jewish scholars and poets. The Rabbi again played the part 
of the Patriarch.* 



■• Prerloui to thli be wanted ti 
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■Bmek Habacha, by Joaeph Ha Cohen, Vlanna, ISSS; A7111 
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Not long after Rabbi Moses Trani visited Palestine, 1629, and he 
reported that Palestine Jews busied themselves with the cultivation of 
cotton, the planting of mulberry trees, raising vegetables, growing 
cereals, breeding th« silk worm and with Epiculture.'^ 

On one of the most remote and secluded mountains in Galilee, in 
the village of Bukeiah (Pkiin), were found (l?9fi) twenty Jewish 
families who claim to be the descendants of those that tilled the land 
in the same locality prior to the destruction of the Temple. Their 
occupation is farming, and to all appearances they are Arabs.*" Rabbi 
Simcha ben Joshua of Poland was the first one to describe thtf ancient 
Jewish settlement that exists in Pkiin (1795). '*'' **^ 

In the year 1740 Sheikh Daher of Tiberias invited Hayim Abualafia 
from Smyrna to take possession of the district of Tiberias for his Jewish 
brethren. He rebuilt the city that was abandoned by the Jews 170 
years since the death of Don Joseph Nasi and he colonized Jews in lower 
Galilee." 

He bought a large tractt of land near the village Shafa 'Amr, ancient 
Shfaraim, in Galilee, near Haifa, to lay a foundation fof an agricultural 
colony. The few Jewish families that still live there claim to be descend- 
ants of the original settlers and say there was a large Jewish settle- 
ment, but owing to the heavy tax imposed upon them, they were com- 
pelled to remove to Haifa and Tiberias where they engaged in business. 
Only seven families live there who support themselves from the soil. 
Other travelers relate similar discoveries tending to prove that the 
Jews of Palestine were interested in agriculture, and they pursued it 
when possible or whenever they were permitted by the authorities of 
Palestine. 

It is of interest to note that Warner Cresson, the American Consul 
at Jerusalem, who became converted to Judaism while in the Holy City, 
assuming the name, Michael C. Boaz, Israel, secured a tract of land 
in the valley of Rephaim, near Jerusalem, to establish a Jewish colony 
there. He was aided in his work by the late Rev. Isaac Leeser, whom 
he met before he left his native town, Philadelphia (1862). His object 
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is explained in the following declaration, "The prevailing^ distress is to 
be relieved by the settlement of agricultural colonies, and the oppressed 
of Israel in all parts of the world would be enabled to return to Zion>" 
His efforts, as those of many of his predecessors, failed because of lack 
of support." 

As early as 1639 Monteiiore laid plans to establish some families 
from Safed as agriculturists. "The land tn this neighborhood," he 
writes in his diary, "appears to be particularly favorable for agricultural 
speculation. There are groves of olive trees, I should think, more than 
five hundred years old ; vinyeards, much pasture, plenty of wells and an 
abundance of excellent fields of wheat, barley, and lentils ; in fact, it is 
a land that would produce almost everything in abundance, with very 
little skill and labor, I am sure if the plan I have in contemplation 
should succeed, it will be the means of introducing happiness and plenty 
into the Holy Land." He hoped to get a grant of land from the Sultan 
Mehemet AH of Egypt. "This grant obtained," he said, "I shall, please 
Heaven, on my return to England, form a company for the culti- 
vation of the land and the encouragement of our brethren in Europe 
to return to Palestine. By degrees I hope to induce the return of thou- 
sands of our brethren to the land of Israel. I am sure they would be bappy 
in the enjoyment of the observance of their holy religion, in a manner 
which is impossible in Europe."* His enterprise, however, owing to 
epidemic civil war, and lack of support, was short lived. On his fourth 
visit (18fi5) he purchased a large garden near Jaffa, called the Monte- 
fiore Garden. The project of Laurence Oliphant which had the unof- 
ficial approval of Lord Beaconsfield and his foreign secretary. Lord 
Salisbury, to obtain concession of the Turkish Government for the 
establishing of a colony beyond the Jordan, did not fare any better. 

In the early fifties of the last century — in consequence of the ritual 
murder accusation against the Jews of Damascus (1840)^-considerabls 
agitation was set on foot throughout Europe, aiming at ' the return of 
the Jews, to the Holy Land. 

Cremieux appears to have been imbued with the love for Palestine. 
In an address delivered during the winter of 1869 he remarks : "While 
we are blessed with the liberty and prosperity in our adopted country, 
we must not forget the land of the fathers. We are contem- 

plating to establish a school in which Jewish youths will be taught in a 
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scientific manner the culttvation of the soil of the land upon which every 
Jew looks with reverence. . . ." 

"Palestine was always a land of plenty as it is even today, but now 
its possibilities are greater. It is much easier to promote agricultural 
industry in Palestine because of its better transportation facilities. The 
road that took our ancestors forty years to pass is covered in a few hours 
now, and if the agricultural resources of the land of promise be proper- 
ly developed we will create a home for Israel scattered all over the 
world. We shall then see a new Jerusalem whose inhabitants will no 
longer weep over the stones of the temple wall, but working out their 
salvation on the soil, they will butld a new temple and Jewish pilgrims 
will again make their entry into the Holy City on the Holy festivals as 
in the days of yore.*^ He and Solomon Munk, who made a journey to 
Syria on behalf of their brethren in Damascus, took the opportunity to 
study the condition of Palestine and Syria at close range. 

Upon their return the attention of West European Jewry was 
called to the deplorable condition of their brethren in the East. They 
su^^ested as a measure of relief the colonization of Palestine by Jews. 
The Jews of Europe began to realize that they had an important duty 
id perform toward their brethren in the near east Those that were not 
biased by cosmopolitan ideas accepted the agricultural colonization of 
Palestine as a solution of the Eastern European Jewish question. , 

The beginning of a systematic colonization of Jews in Palestine dates 
from the early fifties of the last century when a number of Moroccan 
Jews purchased a tract of land near Nazareth — Al Shafa-Amr, and 
cultivated olives and cereals, and with Kalischer who: in the year 1879 
purchased 127 acres of land in the ancient village Kolonya, *^^ near 
Jerusalem, with funds he collected from his countrymen in Germany, 
and established several families there who engaged in viticulture and 
truck farming for the Jerusalem market. He named the colony 
"Mozah." " 

"Mozah is the summer resort of the Jews of the Holy City, and 
Jewish pilgrims are attracted to Mozah to see the 'Herzl Cedar" (Erez 
Herzl), planted by the Zionist leader when he visited Palestine to meet 
the German Kaiser (1902)." 

•* Tbe BabrloDlBn Talmnd ta.y Uiat tbe wIIIowb Krowtng near Ui« itrMint wrnn broagbt 
ftom Eolon;a to Jcranlem for tbe Fmt of TabeniftclM, tbowlng that nodsm Hamh occnplM 
a (MtUe poiHIon. 8m BiUkB 4S :2.. 
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The foregoing narrative 1 hope has demonstrated the fact that in 
every age and land throughout Jewish history, oppression and brutal 
treatment on the part of hostile neighbors called forth a strong reaction 
in favor of Palestine. Whether the means employed was in the form 
of a great school or colonization, the aim was identical. Moses and Ezra, 
Rabbi Akiba, Saadia, Yehuda Halevi, Nachmanides, Rabbi Yechiel of 
Paris, Joseph Karo, Jehuda, the pious ; Jacob Berab, Hirsch Kalischer, 
Theodore Herzl and a host of others had the same object in view. It is 
not only the quantity of the original large Jewish population that gives 
force to the Jewish claim on Palestine- But the stubborn perseverence 
of the suffering minority that never abandoned its struggle of the 
rehabilitation of their beloved land." 

The religious motives of the early Rabbis, the erroneous ideas of the 
pseudo Messiahs and the practical schemes of modern Zionists were to 
regain possession of beloved Palestine. The practical enterprises of 
Don Joseph Nasi, the political schemes of David Reubeni (1490-1535), 
the fanatic ideas of his successor, Solomon Molcho, the blunders of Sab- 
bathat Zevi, the cabalistic doctrine of Solomon Luria and his Sefad 
School of Mystics, the principles of the Hovevei Zion as promulgated 
by Pinsker and Smolenskin, the "Jewish state" as advocated by Herzl, 
Nordau and the spiritual Zionism of Achad Haam, had all one main 
object in view — the return of Israel to his ancestral land. 

Nothing of a tangible character, however, seems to have been ef- 
fected until the early eighties when a systematic colonization of Pales- 
tine on a large scale by Jews of Eastern Europe began. The new- 
Jewish peasantry, as shown in this volume, will leave no doubt that 
Jews are capable of becoming again successful farmers, and the half 
hundred Jewish colonies established in Palestine during the last four 
decades bear testimony to the fact that whatever the ability of the Jew 
as a tiller of the soil in other lands may be, in his own land he surely 
is becoming a good agriculturist. 

The question, however, is frequently asked : "Is Palestine of today 
capable of cultivation?" 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 
POSSIBILITIES OF PALESTINE 

To the tourist who enters Palestine in the arid season by way of 
Jaffa, checks his baggage at some hotel and takes the first train to the 
Holy City, remains in Jerusalem a few days and, if possible, runs down 
to Jericho, cutting through the wilderness of Judea, and returns to 
Jaffa to make connection with some boat that is to take him back to 
a European port, the question often arises, where is the land flowing 
with milk and honey?' 

In order to answer this queston tntelligently it is necessary to 
consider the geographical position of Palestine, the character of the soilr 
its suitability for agricultural pursuits, its climate, its topography, its 
geologic structure, its natural resources and other factors that may have 
some bearing on the condition of the land. 

The boundaries of Palestine have always been somewhat indefinite. 
They underwent continual changes during the period of Jewish naticMial 
independence. 

The land of promise as described in Samuel * which was actually 
occupied by the Israelitic tribes, extended from the mouth of the Litany 
or Kasimiya River (33° 20' N.), the territory of Dan, in the north; to 
Wadi Chuzza, that runs into the sea a short distance south of Gaza* 
(31° 86' N.), a distance of 180 miles, and from the Jordan in the east 
to the great sea in the west — an average area of about 60 miles. 

East of the Jordan the limits are from the Hermon to the mouth of 
the Mojib (Arnon), and from the Jordan to the Arabian dessert, an area 
of about 4500 square miles; the total area of Palestine is about 14,600 
square miles. 

The land of occupation is about the same area as Maryland, or 
somewhat larger than that of New Jersey or Massachusetts. 

> It li Indeed itranca that ■ imall eoantrr Uke PkleaUne, an wblrh inch an immenM nam' 
ber of book* bavn bean written and where lo mncb eiplontlon haa been galas on, ehonld 
feiva remained a tern Ineesnlta a« tai aa the pnbUe at larse la concerned. 
• II Sam. Ul :10. See al«a Qen. z ;1B; Jndg. xz :!. 
■ The WadI tan Into ■ aoatbeaatcrlr dlrecUon and Uke* IB the Mrtbwn aide t Bear 



-c by Google 



POSSIBIUTIBS OF PALESTINE 

The lai^;er Palestine, as described by Moses,* begins from the 

river of Egypt, (Wadi-EI Arish) or the "Water of Strife," on the south ■ 
to the entrances of Hamath, (Hama) at the mouth of the Orontes,* and 
along the river of Antioch. (36 N. latitude) and from the western border 
of the Arabian desert in the east, to the Mediterranean coast in the 
west, the extreme length of the land of promise, is 360 miles, the breadth 
is 100 miles, embracing approximately 28,000 square miles, about the 
area of North Carolina, or the combined dimensions of MassachusettSr 
New Hampshire and Vermont. 

Palestinian Jews have always claimed a still greater area — the land 
promised to Abraham.'' "Erez Israel," they hold, extends from the Eu- 
phrates in the north to the Nile in the South. Maimonides and Jewish 
geographers of the middle ages such as Estori ha-Farhi claim that the 
Erez Israel promised to Abraham included all the islands, and coast 
within the extreme north and south latitude. They include even Baby- 
lonia and islands towards the west, situated within the latitude of the 
Palestinian coast, in some of these lands large Jewish settlements ex- 
isted. 

Rabbi Joseph Schwarz, of Jerusalem, a recognized authority on 
Palestine, agrees in the main with Estori Ha-Farhi." * 

Thhe northern border is identified with "Jebel el-Akra," a mountain 
situated on the sea coast between Laodicea and Alexandretta, accord- 
ingly the territory extends for more than loo miles farther notrh. • 

Modern writers differ as to the area of Palestine- The French ex- 
plorer. Vital Cuinet, finds Palestine as large as 86,000.00 Km. (about 
48,000.00 miles). On the other hand Jewish writers such as Nawratzky 
and Trietsch say the area is only 27,000.00 Km. (1400.00 miles). 

But while the borders of Jewish Palestine are somewhat indefinite 
the landmarks of Turkish Palestine cannot be questioned. It is located 
between the Mediterranean Sea and the Syrian Arabian desert, and be- 
tween the Lebanon Protectory in the north and the desert EI-Tih and 
the Wadi-El-Araba in the south. It is £60 km. (about 160 miles long), 
and 120 km. (about 75 miles broad). Its dimension is about eleven 
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thousand two hundred and fifty square miles, or somewhat smaller than 
■the area of Switzerland. 

The land of occupation at one time supported a population of over 
three millions. The number of men able to bear arms, who came into 
Palestine, is said to have been 603^50 besides women and children."* 
This would mean a total pi between two and three millions. In David's 
-time the population, according to the census taken by Joab, appears to 
have been between five and six millions. There were 800,000 men of 
■military age, from Israel, and 500,000 from Judah." 

In the battle between Abijah, King of Judah, and Jeroboam, king of 
Israel, 1,800,000 Jewish soldiers participated." King Asa had an army 
out of Judah 300,000 and of Benjamites 380,000." The standing army of 
Johosophat was ^,160,000, and that of Amaziah 300,000 from Judah, 
and 100,000 of Israel.'* 

These Biblical figures are corroborated by Assyrian inscriptions, 
Avhere it is pointed out that Shenn-achereb who attacked Jiidah in the 
days of Hezkiah,'" took away with him 200,150 Judean soldiers, captured 
fifty fortified cities, and a large number of towns and villages." These 
figures furnish conclusive evidence that in Judea, the least fertile region 
of western Palestine, the population was ten times larger than at present. 

What is true of Judeah is also true of Galilee. According to Josephus, 
at the time of Jesus, Galilee appeared like a sea of homes closely huddled 
together. Socin claims" that in its flourishing days Galilee had a popu- 
lation ol 120 persons to the square km. Captain Burton in his "Unex- 
■plored Syria," states that when Galilee is observed from certain heights 
of the Lebanons the country appears like one destroyed city.'* 

The density of population in modem Palestine is only 62 per square 
mile. Taking as a standard the average density of Germany, which is 

■•Nnin. I:W. 
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and Aaher, Iho North, and BeabeD. Oad. and the other half of Manaaaeh aetUed bierODd the 
Jordaii, Id the fertile land of Gilesd and Baihan. After tbe land waa eongnend b; tbe Ro' 
mam the old tribal landmarks were removed end the dlTlslon Into proTlnce* anch %m Jndea 
flunarb and Oalile« was cbaaced Into Paleatliw Prima, Indndlnr Jndca Bamarla and tha 
ralley of JsctmL with Caeaarea aa It* capital; Paleatlne 8«canda, repreamted by tto 
nortbeni part witb Tlberlaa aa Its capital. Palestine. Tertia oecnprlns tbe extreme bwer 
(tart, Bnch as the land of Bdom, etc. Baat of tiM Jorttn waa called Profliiela Arabia. 
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£94 persons to the square mile, or of France, which is about SOO to the 
square mile, there is room even in Turkish Palestine for a population of 
. 8,896,500 to 3,000,000. 

Comparing Palestine with other countries of areas ranging from 
one^sixth to double the area of Palestine, even a larger population can be 
claimed for it. 

Countries Area Sq. M. Population. Per Sq. M. 

Palestine"* 11,850 700,000 62 

Massachusetts 8,866 3,366,416 407 

New Jersey 8,884 2,537,167 308 

Connecticut 4,965 1,114,756 227 

Switzerland 15,951 3,315,443 807 

Belgium 11,373 7,074,910 628 

Duchy of Brunswick 1,418 486,958 342 

Saxony 5,789 4,508,601 779 

Denmark 14,829 2,449,540 165 

Hessen 8,960 l;309,175 407 

Baden 6,823 8,010,788 343 

Alsace Lorraine 5,604 1,814,564 324 

Posen 11,000 2.000,000 181 

Greece 24,400 8,631,951 107 

Servia 18,451 4,000,000 811 

Lebanon 1,950 400,000 806 

The density of the population of Palestine as shown in the above 
table, comparing it wth some of our States, is about six and one-half 
times less than Massachusetts, five times less than New Jersey, four 
times less than Connecticut In other words, if we compare it to Massa- 
chusetts, Palestine can take in 4,000,000 people more ; to New Jersey, 
2,800,000 more, and to Connecticut, 2,100,000 more. 

If the density of the population of Palestine is compared* with some 
of the European States (Saxony, for example), Palestine can admit a 
still large population. But the possibilities of Palestine are best shown 
by comparison with the state of Lebanon, its northern neighbor, which 
has a per square mile population of over 3^4 times more than Pales- 
tine, though her natural resources are far inferior.** *•* 

Conder, who is considered an authority on Palestine, is of the opin- 
ion that the larger Palestine is capable of being inhabitated by a large 

"AocordlDB to tbe WDMg of Dr. Rapln (1916) th« papnUtlon In Paleatliia la 1,OT9.30<, 
■rnoDK whom are fooad 130.000 Jews. 

labOnl; ane-tanth of tb« PsImUnlan boU Is betas cDltlfatvd. It li icaBonablc to BHnin* 
that U all tb« land wlU be deTdoped tbe couiiti; could admit ten tiliiM aa many people. 
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population. "Unless some change in climate has occurred which ren- 
dered that impossible, I estimated some years ago, after gwng over the 
whole country and investigating the ancient ruins, that in its prosperous 
state it must have had a population of at least ten million more than 
at present."*" 

In estimating the future capability of the land, it must be borne in 
mind that horticulture can sustain a much larger community than a land 
restricted to agriculture only. The fertile regions of Japan and China 
are inhabited by fourteen hundred persons to each square mile. 

But the question may be asked : Can modem Palestine, devastated 
and neglected for two thousand years, be made as productive a country 
as the lands enumerated in the above table? Can it again be regenerated 
into a land flowing with milk and honey? These questions can only be 
answered intelligently when we examine the causes that were respon- 
sible for the present sterile state. If the reason of the present degen- 
<rated condition lies in natural changes of climate, such as a decrease of 
rain, change in temperature and other factors beyond human con- 
trol, then it is useless to expect energy and money to bring back the 
former fruitfulness of the land. But if the causes for such changes lie 
in the mismanagement, neglect and destruction through continuous war, 
had government, ignorance of agriculture or such other reasons as can 
be attributed to human weakness or wickedness, then there is no reason 
why Palestine should not regain its former strength if the causes are 
removed. 

Authorities differ as to the cause of the present state in Palestine. 
Both views have champions among specialists. Authorities such as 
Fischer, Zumoffen, Hull and Fraas, favor the thory that natural changes 
"have taken place in Palestine within historic times." 

On the other hand Palestinean explorers such as Ankel, Lartet, 
Warrens, Wilson Conder, George Adam Smith, Hilderscheide and many 
others firmly believe that no permanent changes of climate or other 

<*Tk« RereraDd O. B. Post, ot Berrout, wbow knowledse of PalHtliM li anthorltaHn, !■ 
of the opIatoD tbat PiImUim U eapabls of ■oiUlnlar ■ large popolatlon. "Tboae planti wblcb 
rmmlM molstDTe." njt Poit. "^na tk«i« tbam which flooriab bcM wlth<>Dt It, ■» alto aaltad. 
Hence almost e*en foot of land not actaallr rock prodocei lomethlns dlrectlj or 
IndliecUy DKfDl to man. QItcd a caMtnlly prepared aoll and infllclent wat«r, U>«ra Mama 
DO limit to the agrlcnltnral poaalblUtlea of thl* land ot tertlUiliiB •nnihlne.'' 

■■ ReclDi, who 1* eonitdercd the foremoat ceographlcal itndent, and IdTlnKrtone, who 
made a tbarongh atndj of the climatic eondltlong Id Central Africa on hia laat neat Jonmer. 
— • .t ._.._ .1^. _,... ..._ _. tmctnre and topognphj o?« land doea 
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changes beyond human control have taken place within human memory. 
The weight of expert opinion of recent writers based upon close 
observation and developments in the Holy Land lies with those who 
believe that no change of a permanent character in the geologic struc- 
ture or climatic condition has taken place within historc times," 

Since Titus, the son of Vespasian, stripped the hilla about Jerus- 
alem of their magnificent olive groves, Palestine has been exposed to 
predatory bands of Beduins who, roaming across the land, put the torch 
to forests and shrubs, in order to assure large crops of grass for their 
flocks the following spring. The insecurity of property, the constant 
change of government, the imposition of exorbitant tax on fruit trees — 
which drove the fellah to cut down venerable trees and sell the wood 
for fuel, instead of planting new trees, for which privilege more revenue 
was demanded than the trees could possibly yield — the religious ani- 
mosities between rival sects, the ignorance of the peasantry in the art 
of agriculture, and many other factors, had a tendency to destroy the 
forests of the mountainous regions of southern Syria and' to make it ap- 
pear to the superficial observer as a vast limestone qsarry incapable of 
yielding any harvest. 

It is well known what effect the disappearance of the great forests 
had in Germany, as also what the fall of the large trees which 
shaded the bare landscapes of Attica had on Greece. ** The people of 
Malta import new soil from Sicily for the raising of vegetables, while 
in the days of Paul, Malta was considered a fertile land particularly rich 
in forests, ** Within the memory of men of the past generation the Island 
of Syra on the Aegan Sea was covered with forests ; now it has become 
nothing more than a barren rock. 

Writers down to the period of the Crusaders describe large forests 
in the northern part of Sharon where there are now few trees and one 
meets with enormous roots here and there even in the barren table land 
of Judea. 

The Hebrew word for woods, "Yaar," appears in the Bible in de- 
scription of spots, where there are now very few trees and the paJm 

MIsTe with Uie old-time tbeofoKiin*, that In tto ancient Zaya Qod Interropted the Mnrse ol 
natni* in raror of tbe choaen p«opI«. If, on th« ottier band, we r^ect tbe UiearT, 'a lane 
■vmber of narratlTea whicb now sMm Improbable become reasonable.' " (See Paleatlne and 
It* Tranafonnatlon, p. ZeO. 

•• 8tan1e7'« PaleitlDe, p. 121. 

■Acta xxTlll:l-3. 
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groves which flourished during the days of Cleopatra in the Jordan 
valley have almost disappeared now. (Note 13.) 

Indeed the simple truth is that the Turks have not kept the land a» 
well wooded as they found it The denudation of foliage and herbage 
during their domination permitted the scorching rays of the sun to pene- 
trate more intensely into the soil, promoted evaporation, caused the 
springs to dry and fountains to fail, increased the absorbing capacities 
of the soil, and deprived it of its productiveness ; but where the valley ti 
clothed with verdure such as the Sharon and the mountains with forests 
such as the Carmel, a large quantity of moisture is retained in the 
ground, A lower temperature exists in the atmosphere and the cloud» 
are drawn down to these spots, in accordance with the laws of meteor- 
ology. The denudation of land of its foliage has another injurious effect. 
It diminshes the summer showers, which are indispensable for the 
growth of fruit and vegetables, *•'*'' 

Conder deduces the following conclusion: "The character of the 
wooded growth is unchanged but the districts covered by wood have 
on the whole materially decreased." Hilderscheide and Ankel argue ; "If 
the population of Palestine was much denser than it is now, it is self- 
evident that the opportunities for forests were poor, particularly when 
the entire nation practised agriculture." 

How much of the fields of Palestine were forests remains a prob- 
lem. All agree, 'however, that the land was at one time very productive.** 
In the happier days during the Jewish commonwealth under Biblical 
laws and enlightened government, no part of Palestine was waste, " 
Its fertile hills were cultivated in artificial terraces. More rocky 
and barren districts were converted into vineyards and olive groves. 
Traces of former fertility are to be found in the discoveries of ancient 
terraces, old agricultural implements — such as might have been used in 

» George Adsm Smltb and HUderachclde are ot tbe oplDlon tbat eren In the foreatrr ot 
PaleitlDe Ibere was not much o( s chaDge durins tbe IabI 30CO reara. Faretta soch aa we 
bave [Q Europe or America never grew tbere. 

n Tbe Hebrew word "jaur" oDgbt to be rendered woodland or psrbapa only npae or 
jDDgle. "Cboreah" does not neceiaarll; Impl; timber Ireea, bat ratber underwood, aacb aa 
■till exlata. "Eti" doea Impl7 timber Creea, but doea not neeeaaarll; mean foreat. f rofaiaor 
Smltb la of a Qrm opinion tbat Ibe land waa neier more wooded than It ti today. 
"Tbe Bistorlool Ufograpby of Paleatlne. p. 56. (Note it) 
'Tadtna teattaaa to tbe tact tbat "tbe Inbabltanta of Paleatlne are bealtby and roboat; 
tbe rain 1* moderate and the aoU la fertile." Ammlaaai Harceilnua la even more explicit. The 
laat of the Syrlaa," he laya, "la Palestine, a' country of conalderable ezt^it, abanDdlnB In 
clean and well cultivated land and containing aome fine cltlea, none of whicb yl^d to tba 
other, bat aa It were, being on a parallel, are rlrala." See Hllman'a note* on Gibbon'a 
Borne, I, pp. 2T and 28. 

" Orer ana hundred different varieUet o( planta a» mentioned In Pantatamch, and laMish' 
nih we meet with 2S0 planta, 200 ot which t>ear Hebrew camea, abewtng that a large nnm. 
her of planta were known to the laraelltes of ancient Paleatlne, 



-c by Google 



POSSIBIUTIES OP PALESTINE 231 

the days of Abraham, wine presses, hewn out of solid rocks, thresUng 
floors, cisterns, hand mills, roots of trees and other relics, in place now 
barren and uncultivated. 

The geologic structure of the mountainous land of Palestine saved 
it from complete desolation during these many years of destruction and 
neglect. To quote the report of the United States Agricultural Bureau, 
"because of the diversified geologic formation the country, presents a 
great variety of soils, but fortunately the calcareous element predomi- 
nates, for it is this element which is of great importance in the soils of 
arid and semi-arid regions, being second to water only, which is indis- 
pensable for maintaining animal and vegetable life." 

The nitrogea gathering bacteria is present in every locality and 
acts as a natural fertilizer and as a consequence, farming was accom- 
plished in Palestine for thousands of years without fertilization. Even 
cattle manure is not used in Palestine for fertilizing purposes. It is col-^ 
lected, dried and used as fuel by peasants. 

Where in tfie United States could crops of watermelons, cucun>> 
bers, beans, peas or other vegetables be raised without a drop of nun?' 
But in Palestine it is the only way such crops are cultivated. When the 
fellah desires to plant a summer crop, he allows the soil to remain fallow 
during the rainy season, when that season is over he plows his ground 
a few inches deep with his ancient wooden plow. He takes care to get- 
rid of the weeds, and he is assured of his crop. The porous and cal- 
careous soil, penetrated by the heavy rain, having a high capillarity to 
store away masture for the season, make the underground water avail- 
able for the deep rooting of plants. This phenomenon explains how lux- 
urious growths are kept up beneath a burning sun, in a warm air, for a. 
period ot seven months in the year. 

Near the village of Huldab, where the Herzl-wald is situated, the- 
entire land is rocky and to the uninitiated observer it appears worth- 
less for gardening or planting. Now the finest olive groves exist oa 
that land. There is hardly a rocky hill in Judea where that extremely 
profitatde plant cannot be cultivated. The almcHid is another tree that 
thrives on rocky soil, and the Jewish colonists, recognizing that ^t^ 
have purchased lai^ tracts of cheap, rocky territory, and planted them 
with almonds. Tfais favorite nut does not require extra irrigation, is 
not of a perishable nature, is easily handled, and is very profitable as an 
article of export 
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The fig tree prefers a rocky place to any other. I have often no- 
ticed it grpwingf from the crevices of rocks, from the tops of caves, and 
on the steep slopes of rocky mountains. 

The native fruit is of a common variety. The fellah makes no ef- 
forts to improve upon the methods of his grandfather, and for that rea- 
son everything has retrograded rather than improved, under his occu- 
pancy of the land. The Arab is in the habit of remarking "Abraham 
did this way, Allah forbid that we should be belter than Father Abra- 
ham !" 

With the founding of the colonies by the Templars of Germany ana 
especially with the. establishment of the settlements by the Zionists of 
Russia and Roumania, new methods have been introduced. American- 
made farming implements were brought into use and new methods 
of cultivation, such as grafting of grapes with better varieties imported 
from California, Spain and other countries, were guaranteed. The re- 
sult of such innovations has proved most profitable to the colonists. 

The oranges of Jaffa are unexcelled in quality and bring high prices 
in English and other markets ; as for tomatoes, as soon as they are seen 
in the markets of Marseilles, a drop iri prices of all domestic grown 
tomatoes is caused. The sesame of Haifa is highly prized in the mar- 
kets of Hamburg and Marseilles, and the olives and almonds are in 
great demand in Alexandria, Cairo and other Eastern cities. 

The Jewish agricultural experiment station near Haifa has collect- 
ed more than sixty varieties of grapes, out of these varieties one black 
species grown on the Carmel and one white, grown in many places, have 
been found by the Agricultural Department Experiment Station of Cali- 
fornia, conducted by the Federal Government, to be the best of the thir- 
teen hundred varieties collected within the last ten years from practical- 
ly all over the world. 

The hard wheat of Palestine fetches a high price in the markets of 
France and Italy, adapted as it is for the manufacture of macaroni, be- 
cause of its low percentage of water and high percentage of gluten. 
Many new varieties of hard wheat have been cultivated at the Jewish 
Agricultural Experiment Station by hybridization of the local Palestin- 
ian wheat varieties with the wild wheat discovered in Palestine. 

The United States Department of Agriculture has admitted official- 
ly that there is "a large number of economic plants indigenous to Pales- 
tine, more particularly cereals that are considered worthy of introduc- 
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tion into the United States." (G. H. Powell, Acting Chief of the Bureau 
of Plant Industry.) *" 

This analogy between California and Palestine has been well es- 
tablished, the similarity is marked in climate, vegetation, top<^;raphy 
and many other ways. Indeed it is a miniature California in all respects.'* 

The coast zone runs along the Mediterranean as in California the 
littoral region along the Pacific. Like California, it is longest from North 
to South. The Shephela and the Judean plateau correspond with the 
foothill regions of California and form the backbone of the country. 
Like California, the country is wavy, its mountains are high and has 
deep ravines. The Dead Sea in the south of the Jordan valley has 
a depression of 1300 ft. below the level of the sea like the Death valley 
that is situated in the southern end of California. And like California, 
Palestine has a dry. warm season and a humid and more temperate one. 

The rainy season extends from October to May, the dry season from 
May to October. The rain fall varies according to locality from less than 
six inches of rain in the extreme south near the Egyptian frontier where 
rains are insufficient and uncertain, to more than forty inches in the 
north of the country, The trans-Jordanic plateau with its fertile region 
and volcanic character is considered the best grain land of Palestine. 

The Jordan valley, though little cultivated at present, is perhaps 
the richest region in Syria, similar in climate, topography and economic 
possibilities to the San Joaquin Imperial and the Death Valley. In this 
valley everything grows luxuriously. The alfalfa produces ten crops a 
year. Bananas, oranges, sugar-canes, cotton and all other fruits of sub- 
tropical and tropical climates thrive here splen<UdIy. The growing; 
season of this valley is prolonged to the entire year. The climate, 
though very hot in the summer, is usually delightful in the winter. 

The plain of .Jericho, which is in the southern end of the Jordan 
valley, was always celebrated for its stately palms. In the Bible it is 
described as the "City of Palm Trees." ** 

Josephus calls it "Divine Region" and speaks of it as the most fer- 
tile tract in Judea. 

" Beg alH PtlMUne Vmgmtiat, Novembai, WIT. 
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The fascinating Cleopatra induced Anthony to take from Herod 
the Great the plain of Jericho and to annex it to her dominion so that 
she might there establish her winter palace among the celebrated palms, 
scenting myrrhs and fruit trees. Strabo calls Jericho "a grove of palms" 
and speaks of it as a country of "a hundred stadia,"- full of springs, 
possessing a lai^e peculation. 

In a still better condition is the rich plain of Esdraelon, " also 
known as the valley of M^gido, the ancient battlefield of Israd. 

If this historic valley was properly cultivated it would yield crops 
as good as are found in the best land of the United States. In spring 
the aspect of this great plain is delightful, fields of grain shimmer in 
the air, and verdant patches of sesame and millet interspersed by fields 
of cotton give the landscape the appearance of a huge carpet. 

The country around Jaffa, the plain of Sharon where most of the 
colonies of Judea are situated, is .admirably adapted for the growth of 
oranges, grapes, dates, almonds, olives, apricots and many other fruits, 
as well as cereals and legumes. The water supply of this district is ap- 
parently inexhaustible. It has a great artesian underflow which is util- 
ized for the irrigation of the orange groves. 

During the days of the Crusades when a comprehensive system of 
irrigation was inaugurated in the land and protection against attacks 
of maraudii^r Beduins from the desert was assured, Judea became a 
veritable garden. Sugar canes, bananas, date palms grew luxuriously' 
Wheat, barley, lentiles, hay, millet, cotton, sesame, indigo and saffron 
were the pride of their owners. The flax and dates of Palestine excelled 
those of the banks of the Nile. Safed became famous for its melons, 
Damascus for its plums. Maize was originally found in the southern 
part of Palestine and thence introduced into Italy; the Carmel was 
known for its grapes and the entire land as in the days of yore again 
became a land flowing with milk and honey under the wise management 
of European agriculturists. 

Wotney in his travels (1783-86) correctly remarks that Syria unites 
different climates under the same sky and collects within a small com- 
pass pleasures and productions which nature has elsewhere dispersed 
at great distances of time and place. 

There is almost every climate from subtropical at the south end of 

" A Oreek comiptloD ot JctretL 
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the Jordan valley to sub-Alpine at the northern end of the valley, •* 
there are the tropical palms in Jericho and temperate pine trees on the 
Lebanons. From the southern end of the valley with a depressing tem- 
perature of lOO or more F. *">, the glistening snow fields of the 
mighty Hermon are seen. This mountain range that rivals in grandeur 
and sublimity the lofty Alps of Switzerland lifts its enormous form 
9389i feet above the level of the Mediterranean and is covered with 100 
feet of snow all through the year. The snow is deposited in the ravines 
around the summit and looking one fine morning from the base of the 
Canaani mountain at the colony Rosh Pinah it appeared like radiant 
stripes on the top of the Hermon. 

It has been well said that the Hermon has the summer at his feet. 
Spring in his lap, and winter on his head. In the summer the Hermon 
and his neighors are as cool as our Adirondacks.^' 

The Tabor is the most remarkable mountain in Palestine. It is 
seen all over Gallilee, and the entire land can be seen from it. Standing 
as it does apart from its neighbors of the central range at the north- 
eastern border of the Esdraelon, the contour of the entire mountain can 
be seen. It is semi-gtobular in shape, and is well wooded with shrubbery 
and dwarf oaks. 

One early morning in July the writer was looking at it from the 
little colony Mischa situated at its eastern base. The Tabors pre- 
sented a picturesque appearance. The entire mountain was covered 
with a veil of dew, and it appeared like a huge white tent- But with 
the rise of the sun the vapory veil disappeared and the Tabor clothed in 
green verdure presented itself. 

It is the mountain where, at the command of the .prophetess, De- 
borah, Baark, the son of Abinoam mobilized an army of Napthali against 
Sisera." 

The psalmist considers the Hermon and Tabor as a special crea- 
tion of God when he said: "Tabor and Hermon thou hast created."** 

■ Tha ekancterlatic of tb* clImBte ot PiImUdb wa* Ions racoKtilied b; tbe Babbla of 
tbe TklniDd. BabbI Simeon ben To«tiai lald: "Wbr la Faleatfne called 'Tebcl' (whlcb haa 
two maaalnci. tka wacid and to be mixed) t Beeauaa it haa a mixture ot erarr «Umate and 
crop" <BUH). 

■• Oonder nporli a temperature on one occailon aa blgb ai US deBtee*. 

"The Lebanon, from Hebrew "labas," wblte, or White Honntalni. 

" Jnd. irA 

"Paalmalxxzlx:!*. 
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The Carmel guarding the Mediterranean shore, is famous for its 
fertility and beauty. Its soil is always moistened with the dew carried 
by the western winds of the great sea. The finest grapes grow on the 
slopes of the Carmel. It appears that this mountain was always known * 
for its magnificent vineyards."® 

Looking one afternoon from the Carmel the eyes of the writer swept 
over the sand and palms of the coast; the great fields of wheat and 
sesame of Esdraelon ; the sycamores and oaks of Galilee ; the pines, the 
cedars and the snow of the Anti-Lebanon and the palms in the Phili- 
stine plains. 

"How closely this difference lies to each other?" remarked George 
Adam Smith. "Take a section of the country across Judea. With its 
palms and shadoofs, the Philistine plain might be part of the Egyptian 
Delta ; but on the hills of the Shephelah which overlook it, you are in 
the scenery of Southern Europe; the Judean moors which overlook 
them are like the barer uplands of Central Germany; the shepherds 
wear sheepskin cloaks and live under stone roofs — sometimes the snow 
lies deep; a few miles farther east and you are down on the desert 
among the Bedouin, with their tents of hair and their cotton clothing; 
a few miles farther still, and you drop to torrid heat in the Jordan Valley ; 
a few miles beyond that and you rise to the plateau of the Belka where 
the Arabs say the cold is always at home I Yet from Philistia to the 
Belka is scarcely seventy miles."'* 

The change of climate and fertility at such short distances are 
attributable to the unusual range of level — a "land of mountains and 
hills." From ten thousand feet above the sea level in the north, with a 
temperate climate, it slopes down in a short distance to 1300 feet below 
the sea level at the Dead Sea with a tropical climate. It is also due to 
the interruption of plains by mountain ranges, to the presence of lakes 
and rivers, to the formation of the soil, to the influence of the Mediter- 
ranean at the western part and the exposure to the desert in the eastern 
part of the land. 

We have in Palestine almost every possible variety of natural scen- 
ery, sea, lake, river, mountain, valley and desert. This abundance of 
scenery changes the climate in different parts of the country and not- 
withstanding the fact that Palestine is situated between 30 and 34 
degrees north latitude, parallel with that of Washington and New 

Some, Id eanMqtmiM, bave wroDsIy Interiireted th« Dime to algnlr; "VlneyuA «f tha 
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Orleans, but owing to its extraordinary range of altitude and its geologic 
structure, Palestine possesses all climates from that of Egypt to that of 
I^borador. Even in our immense country, from the Great Lakes to the 
Gulf of Mexico and from the Atlantic to the Pacific, there is not a 
larger diversity of climate, scenery and production than is met with in 
little Palestine. 

The famous botanist, G. E. Post, calls attention to the fact that in 
flora, Palestine is the wealthiest country of its size in the world. Three 
thousand species of flowers are found in Palestine. The great diversity of 
climate is responsible for the production of a large number of species 
of plants, as the following table will show: 

Sq. H. Species of Plants. 

Palestine 14,000 3,000 

California 158,297 3.000 

Algeria 184^474 1,800 

Germany 208,780 i ,200 

The rain is also a feature of Palestinean climate. There are early 
rains "Yoreh," literally a poorer, which is very heavy and accompanied 
with storms, lasting from about October until February. With the 
beginning of this rain, the agricultural season opens. The parched 
soil of the long, rainless summer is softened and the fellah is ready 
with his plough. The later rain, "Malkosh," only lasts through March 
and April and is accompanied by heavy showers. The rainfall in 
Palestine averages from 18 to 20 inches annually. Hail and snow fall 
on the hills; the hail frequently comes with rain and thunderstonn. 
Snow has been known to lie several days in the mountains ,but this is 
rather rare. No snow has been known to fall in the Ghor (Lower 
Jordanic Valley), 

From May to October there is no rain. Even a cloud is rarely seen 
to pass over the sky. The anxiety attending gathering-in the harvest 
felt by the American and European farmers, caused by the continual 
rain of the harvest season, is unknown in Palestine ; thrashing and win- 
owing are done under the bare sky in the open field. But this sequence 
of rainless months has its drawbacks. The intense heat of the sun, 
month after month in the hot plains, often registers 100 F., and the 
Sirocco (burning east wind) blowing from the desert makes the heat 
intolerable for animals and plants. The effect would be detrimental 
to vegetation if it were not for the "dew from Heaven." The westerly 
winds bring on their wings large quantities of moisture from the sea, 
when the saturated sea breeze blows over the cold night air, the mois- 
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ture condenses into a thick mist enveloping the hills and plains, slack- 
ens the drought, and softens the soil from the continuous baking of the 
sun. Indeed on many mornings the sandy soil looks as if there had 
been a heavy rain and all vegetation appears drenched from the con- 
densed vi^r. 

The Hebrew word *^al" is not the dew we are accustomed to in 
the temperate climates, but is a heavy mist or rather an invisible rain 
that appears at midnight and comes in great abundance. This dew 
is sufficient to ripen the summer crops, to keep the flock at pasture, to 
feed the fig, to nourish the olive, and to ripen the grape. The grapes 
particulariy, the most abundant of all fruits, are matured without a drop 
of rain or irrigation. In fact the leaves do not appear before the dry 
season has set in. 

The high altitude of the mountain range has also a marked effect 
on the climate of the country, and Palestine is endowed with many 
mountains. 

From the north of Syria commence two parallel mountain ranges, 
the Lebanon and the anti-Lebanon. From the first a series of mountains 
stretches along the entire length of Palestine. These mountains greatly 
influences the climate. They shut out the desert of Arabia which is only 
ninety miles off, which would otherwise sweep away the plains, and 
bestow upon it a Swiss-like scenery. The modification of climate is 
dependent upon the height of the elevations. Palms and olives thrive 
in the Shefelah (low mountains bordering around ft^e coast) and 
Jordan Valley. Cedars and firs grow on the Lebanons. In the south the 
soil is covered throughout the year with green pasture, while in the 
farther north it is clad with a garment of snow. 

The Palestinian winter also varies according to altitude, from that 
of the Carmel which is only 1810 feet, and has only a short winter or 
none at all, to that of Hermon with 9380 feet and an eternal snow. The 
following table will give an idea of the heights of the Palestinian 
Alps;" 

Hermon Jebel-Es Sheikh 9380 feet 

Tel Ashur 3318 feet 

Mount Ebal 3077 feet 

Miz-pah (Nebei Samwil) 8935 feet 

Gerizim 2849 feet 

Ml Olivet E. of Jerusalem (El Kuds) 2634 feet 

South Jerusalem Mountains 2600 feet 

Gilboa Jabel (El Fakuah) 2000 feet 

Tabor (Jebet El Tur) 1843 feet 

Carmel 1843 feet 

•• Alpi from the L«ttii "ilba," whlt*. alinllar to LebanoB, wUdt li tbe Hebrew dtrltaUoB 
of wUu. 
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Some writers aptly remarked that Palestine is the Switzerland of 

the East. As Switzerland has the Rhine, Palestine has between its two 
mountain ranges the Jordan. 

The Jordan rises in the heights of the Lebanon and running sixty- 
fire miles southward it sinks 1300 feet below the sea level into the Dead 
Sea, hence it is named "Jordan" (the descender). In its course it forma 
three lakes: the Lake of Huleh, (Mei Merom), the Lake of Galilee, 
(Genesaret) and the Dead Sea. The most important is the lake near 
Ttberias." It is 688 feet below the sea level and forms a natural reser- 
voir, fourteen miles long and eight miles wide, of fresh sweet water. Its 
depth is 800 feet. It contains an abundant supply of fish and furnishes 
a daily output of 6,000,000 tons of water. This remarkable lake is situ- 
ated at the head of 200,000 acres of rich alluvial land. From the lake the 
Jordan continues 66 miles to the Dead Sea. 

The proximity of sea, mountains, lakes and rivers to each other 
forms an interesting feature in the climate of Palestine. The district 
nearer to the sea is warmer than the high land, the mean annual tem- 
perature is 70 degrees F., the extremes being 50 and 90 degrees F. Here 
the harvest ripens weeks earlier than in the mountains, the citron and 
orange flourish, melons are extensively cultivated, and pomegranate 
bushes grow in large numbers. 

But in a few hours or less one is on the mountains with an average 
temperature of 60 degrees, where the thermometer may sink below the 
freezing point, though frost and snow do not last very long, and in 
another hour one hiay come down in the Jordan Valley and find himself 
in a tropical climate with a temperature of 100 or 116 degrees F. where 
palms grow luxuriously and cotton fields are in fine bloom. 

A country where the temperature varies from 66 degrees F. to 70 
degrees F. is considered a healthful climate. Diseases due to colds, 
chills, etc., incident to temperate zones are seldom met with. The mild 
climate permitting outdoor life all through the year is conducive to 
good heaUh, especially of those tender ages, elderly people and patientts 
weakened by prolonged illness. 

The diversity of climate and scenery at such short distances may 
prove a great factor in attracting large numbers of visitors who might use 
Palestine as a health resort when Israel will regain the mastership of the 
land and Palestine will be made safe and inhabitable for westerners. 

* The OMUmnt, "The Habrvw CblMntk," m barp, b*cMM «t Its sbape. I* tb« TalaiM 
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Physicians have long recognized the therapeutic value of mountain 
scenery. An elevation of 8000 ft. for all practical purposes furnishes 
the advantages of mountain air. It is pure, cool, has little humidity and 
offers less resistance to the rays of the sun. As the altitude is increased 
the oxygen supply is diminished and in order tq compensate for this 
shortage there is an effort on the part of the organism to quicken the 
circulation and respiration, and to increase the number of red blood 
corpuscles. 

This increase continues for some time even after a return to lower 
grounds. Mountain life has also a tendency to diminish proteid meta- 
bolism, resulting in gaining weight, owing to the deposit of proteid 
matter in the tissue. 

Persons who are yet in the process of physical development are 
particularly apt to derive benefits from the impetus given to growth 
and blood-forming organs. 

Cases of anaemia, pulmonary tuberculosis in the early stages, bron- 
chitis in young people, and cases of pleurisy, where the membranes are 
thickened, preventing the lungs from full expansion, are greatly bene- 
fited in high altitudes. For people troubled with malaise, mental fa- 
tigue, overwork, depressed by anxious occupations, irritability, rest- 
lessness, debility following upon fevers, and malarial infections, moun- 
tain air is considered invaluable. The bracing atmosphere stimulates 
the physical energies and has a soothing effect on the overworked body 
and mind. Quietude and absence from the noisy scenes of city life bring 
rest to the weary body and mind and repose to the convalescing patient. 
The heights of the Carmel and Gilboa may some day become valuable 
health resorts for these cases. The Carmel particularly has the double 
advantage of being a mountain of right proportions and close to the 
sea, thereby receiving the breeze of the Mediterranean. The Lebanons 
in the North, are destined to become the summer retreat for the new 
Zion and the surrounding countries. The germicidal powers of direct sun- 
light as met on high altitude account for the aseptic character of the air 
of the Alps. 

But when the patient begins to show symptoms of irritability of the 
heart, paroxysms of cough and insomnia particularly when complicated 
with Bright's disease, a humid atmosphere is preferred- The coast line 
of southern Palestine resembling the climate of Egypt is better adapt- 
able for such cases. Scrofulous children in whom the resistance to mi- 
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cro-orgsnism and its products is low, or very delicate children with 
small powers of reaction, should be brought up at some coast re- 
sort, where the winter is mild. The schools of Jaffa form ideal places 
for such children. In cases of albuminuria, a warm dry climate by 
stimulating the action of the skin, lessens the work of the kidneys, A. 
climate such as the lower Jordan valley would be invaluable for this- 
class of patients. 

The Lake of Tiberias situated in the upper Jordan Valley offers to 
visitors the pleasure of boating and fishing. The writer on a summer 
afternoon voyaged on a sailing boat the entire length of the lake, in les» 
than an hour. The wind between the high mountains that form the 
basin of the Gennesaret is very strong in the early afternoon hours, and 
the sails carried the boat very rapidly to the little village of Semkha. 

But the main attraction of the Jordan Valley from the point of 
view of a health resort are the hot sulphur springs. The establishment 
of sanatoria and the development of these springs are among the possi' 
bilities of the near future. 

The spring situated at the head of the Tiberias Lake was well 
known to the Romans and to the Jews in the Talmudic days as a great 
health resort. The chemical composition of this spring and the tem- 
perature of its water {137 degrees F.), as well as the climate of the 
adjacent country should prove of high medicinal value if placed under 
the proper management. Patients suffering from myalgia, neuralgia^ 
chronic rheumatism, sciatica, lumbago and other disorders common tt> 
temperate climates, would derive considerable therapeutic benefit from 
bathing in this mineral water. 

The most remarkable of these natural springs is the one situated at 
Callinpal on the eastern side of the Dead Sea. From a distance one 
can see large volumes of steam issuing from the spring. The tem- 
perature of this water is 142 degrees F., and one has to allow the water 
to cool twenty-four hours before using it- Other favorite sulphur 
springs are situated at Gadara (Hamath), east of the Jordan (tempera- 
ture of 107 degrees F.), near Tiberias, and in many other places beyontf 
the Jordan. 

These numerous mineral springs of varying temperature make it 
possible for the physician to choose the particular spring best suited to 
his patient, also to blend the various waters of different chemical com- 
position into one to suit the particular disease. 
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Having dwelt at some length on the curative facilities of Palestine, 
a wctfd or two should be said about the diseases prevailing in Uiat land. 

Cholera is not as frequent in Palestine of late as in other eastern 
<ountries. In many epidemics of the neighboring countries such aa up- 
per Syria and Asia Minor, Palestine escaped this disease. Epidemics 
of plague (Maggetah) ** were always brought over by travelers, or by: 
marching armies from Egypt. This disease was the dread of conquerors 
from the days of Sennacherib to that of Napoleon (1799). The 
Philistines, who guarded the door through which Palestine was entered, 
■were always in danger of infection. At one time the scourge broke out 
-when they were encamped against Israel. The Old Testament presents 
two records of the disease. The disease was characterized by tumors 
in the groins and sudden death.** 

The other reference is in Deuteronomy,** where the writer describes 
the disease and traces it back to Egypt. It is also known in the Ok! 
Testament as the boil of Egypt.*"-** 

The so-called Leprosy, "Nega Zaraath," of the scripture*' rendered 
in the Septuagint, "Lepra," is probably not the Leprosy of today, which 
is characterized by ulcerous eruptions and successive desquamation of 
dead skin. It probably refers to a number of skin diseases that were 
of frequent occurrence in the Biblical times. The Palestinean Jews of 
today are very rarely attacked with what we know as Leprosy. The 
late Professor Nicholas Senn, of Rush Hospital, Chicago, speaking of 
Leprosy in Jerusalem, says, "Most of the Lepers are Arabs; the Jews 
are singularly free from this disease." Dr. Einsler all through his long 
practice in Jerusalem has only seen five Jewish Lepers, and all for- 
eigners. Four came from Morocco and the other from Salonica.** 

The so-called "Lepra Hebraeorum," was probably a combination of 
31 number of skin diseases which owing to the undeveloped state of medi- 
cal science in that period were not differentiated. The Leprosy of the 
Bible was curable ; Modern Leprosy is not. Furthermore that described 
in the Bible resembles the skin eruption known as "vitiligo," which is 
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characterued by small white patches spreading slowly, the hair on 
which also becomes white. A disease common in the tropics, it is a. 
harmless disorder though it is dishguring. 

The most prevailing malady in modem Palestine is Malaria in alF 
its forms. The disease is caused by specific organisms found in the 
Anopheles, a special variety of mosquito, and is endemic. It prevails 
largely in the Jordan valley, in the Judean plain, and in many villages 
and towns along the coast. It is rather rare in the mountains. The 
malaria-spreading mosquito thrives best in the warm climate and close 
to the soil. The orgimism multiplies enormously around mlarshes and 
pools. In districts which are in good sanitary condition, tn a dry an<f 
level plain and in properly paved streets, malaria is seldom met with. 

Malaria is a preventable disease even in malarial districts if care be 
taken to observe a few hygienic rules, such as sleeping high above the 
ground, using wire screens in doors and windows, drinking boiled water^ 
and not going out at night. In order to get rid of this disease, marshes- 
must be done away with either by draining them to some running water 
or, as was done in the Jewish colonies, by planting trees such as the 
Eucalyptus or Legume, possessing the power of absorbing large quan- 
tities of water from the soil in a short time ; these trees have dried out 
many diseased marshes around the colonies. 

About forty per cent, of all patients admitted to the Jerusalem hos- 
pitals at present suffer from various forms of malaria. Next in frequency- 
are diseases of the stomach and intestines, such as dysentery, diarrhea^ 
and other gastro-intestinal troubles. About twenty per cent, of patients 
suffer from these diseases, which are preventable if proper attention be 
paid to hygienic and dietary principles. One of the most troublesome 
diseases in the east is trachoma or granular lids. It prevuls among- 
people with no sense of cleanliness and care. Personal cleanliness, proper 
food, boiled drinking water, good sanitary conditions, are the greatest 
enemies to the above diseases. In the Jewish colonies where the hygienic 
conditions were favorable the last disease was practically stamped out. 
"Pink Eye," a contagious form of iConjunctivitis, is also prevailing iiv 
Palestine, but the disease seldoms assumes a chronic form. 

Diseases of the lungs, particularly Tuberculosis, are not as frequent 
in Palestine as in temperate climates. Typhus Fever, which is due to- 
want, ill feeding and overcrowding, are said to be infrequent in the 
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Holy Land. Typhoid Fever exists in Palestine in a mild form; Pneu- 
monia, Bronchitis and Rheumatism'^are fairly common. 

Of the eruptive diseases, Small Pox, owing to the (act that the 
Arabs do not vaccinate their children at an early age, is not uncom- 
mon. Measles prevails in the same measure as elsewhere, but Scarlet 
Fever and German Measles are said to be rather rare. 

The climatic condition as a whole may be said to be favorable to 
health, as well as to the agricultural and industrial development of the 
country. 

The preceding account I trust will sufEce to give the reader a 
(air idea of the history and development of modern Palestine and 
will enable him to get a better understanding of the life in the colonies 
and cities of New Judea. With the return of the Jews to their old land 
they will undoubtedly take advantage of the favorable resources 
and climatic conditions of the country; Zion will again become a land 
of great strength and fertility and the prophecy of Isaiah will be once 
more verified : "For out of Zion shall go forth the law and the word of 
the Lord from Jerusalem." " (Note 15.) 
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Note I. 

Note 1— "Krsrr blitorlcal enot," m7I Iilllenbliim, "baa ita d««ii roota in the 1U» ana 
blatorr o( Um comnnnlty Id which It ocean." ... In the lUddle Agea the mark of the 
'atiangci' WM rellgloD: In the preaect time It li natloualltr or birth; . . . Tbe penaltlet are 
Idantioal. . . . Tbe }ew la neltber Tentoa, nor MddkoI, oor Blav — bnt a Semite— and la • 
'MraiiKer' acalnat hla own will. Thua we ara the >«me 'atransen' now «a we were In tbe 
Middle Agei, aitboDsh we are not threatened with the aato-d*-re and seneral camace; jM 
we are not Inanred BEslnit lujnatlce, restHcUona, oppteialon, pagromi, etc. ..." 

"Tbe German merchant notleea that tbe '■transer' owna a larse warebonM, a beantlfal 
reildence; eorj and greed do not leave tbe Oermaik at leat 'If tbat Jsw were not here,' be 
reaaona. 'tbla wareboDie and tbs tealdence would belong to mel' No tbongbt entera hla alnd 
tbat If not for tbe Jew perbapa neither thla warebonae nor this teatdence wonld eilat The 
teamed Qermao aeea the Jew at tbe bead of llbeial profeaalona, aneb aa medldno, law; b« 
•eei tho Jew ta Jndfo or ptofeMor, etc., and he tblnka: 'Tbe Jew Infeate onr conntrr. If 
not for him I wonld bare oecnpied tbla poaltion.' . . . Tbe rerr Mimo thing we obaem 
aTerrwbeie. The artlaan. tbe merchant, tbe lotdlegentla. all are ver; mneb annored bj the 
"atraager* and bla competition, and ahow tbelr dlspleaanre and hatred In one form or anotber, 
bnt In tbe worat form In the BIbtIc conntriea. There, Inatigatoti, ttnetared with enT7 and 
lutrad, atlr the maiaea agalnat the Jewi. Hie common people, tbe maaaea. with Tory raia 
aiceptloni, are not Ul diapoeed towarda the Jewa, becanaa tbey Dever eonld nor did anfbr 
from Jewish competition. Th« Intellectoal derelopment of tbeae maaaea la on the loweat 
leTcI, and when, their brotal laattnctB for plnndei Bnd Ttnt In pofroma not tb* laaat ettort 
la made bj the anthorltlea or leaden of tbe commoDltr to check tbe raglaf mob. The preaa, 
wltb bnt TOry few eieeptlane, loatead of calming the paealona of the rtotera. pnbUahea 
Infamooa accuaatlona againat the Jewa, aa if excnalng the cowardly deed of pillage and 
maaacra, and demanding rettrictlon of 'rigbta' of tbe dangarona Jewa and eran tbelr ez- 
pnlalon. . . . "What can be more noble than science or agrlenltnrel" goes on UUenblnm, 
'ret DO iooner doea tbe 'itnnger* tak? then op than a torlona cry ariaea: 'Tb« Jewa ara 
coming r Their children take np the acbool roone In place of onr children.' 

"No matter that Jacob, who ancceeded In enterint aehool, ia probably more capable than 
Ivan, and canaeqaently will become a more Intelligent worker than Ivan." 

Note 2. 
"It waa OBderatood," aaid Achad Haam, "on all aide* tbat tbe conception of Zlontam 
mnat Indnta an that comea within tbe definition of Hebrew natlonalltr. Any pl*M of 
work which wonld aaaiat In atrengtbenlng and deTclopIng the nationality waa Zloniat work, 
beyond all tuanner of donbt. And now a new Zlonlam baa ailaen, and haa adapted the term 
'political' •• Ita deecriptiTe epithet What, we may inquire, li the preciao point of tbla 
epitbet! It adda nothing to the older Zionism, far Zlonlam has always been, in ita hopes 
for tbe distant fntnre, essentially 'poUUcal.' From Ita Inception Qonlam had at lu tety 
root the hope of attaining in Palestine, at some distant date, abaolnte independence in the 
conduct of national life. That waa a. neceasary condition of the unhindered and com- 
plete derelopment of tbs national Indlrldnallty." He eontlnnea: "Now, oTcn tbe newer 
Zionlam cannot bring the Meaalab today or tomorrow,' banc* it tlao ta 'political' only in 
U6 
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Ita bap*! for the fntan. Small wonder thu tbat the epithat, which clMrty added MtUnc, 
w>* oftm nndeNtood u Uklns ■omcttiliic amr. It wu taken by political ZtonlMa t» 
niMn MuMhlBg like tbls: Ths earlier Zlanlata lociiided la SUonlaln ercTrtblBK K«nuB« 
t« tb* derdopmeot of the Hebrew national IndMdaalltj, whereaa (or na It baa anljr ■ polit- 
ical aim. KloDlam for na meani almplr tbe foandatlon In PalMtine, I17 ineana of dlplo- 
DWtlc D^otlatlona with Tnrke; and other powera, of a 'aafe retoge' tor all oppreaatd and 
peraecutcd Jawa. who cannot llTe nnder tolerable condlUona In thoir natlTe conntilea, and 
wek a meana of eacape from porertj and hnnror. Bren the Ba«l« prosrin balped to Bx 
thla Idea In people'a mlnda, becaoae In Its flrat paragtvph it dellned the aim of Zlonlam thita: 
"To fonnd In Palaatioa a aafk r«faK< for tb« JewUb people," and made no mention of the 
Jewlab nattonalltr- The Tarlona apeecbea of ZIonlat leadera at Baale, In London and elM- 
where, which were a aort of eomaaeatar^ on thla paragraph, atated emphatically and re- 
peatedly that ZIonlam had come to aolre once for all the oconomlc and political probteu 
of the Jewa; tbat ita alms were to gather all the i>ppre«aed of latael Into one place. lnt» 
the Jewlah Stale, where they coold live In aecnrlty and be no longer torelgiiera and alleoa." 

Note 3. 

(Aa late aa IfflS the Aahkanaak Kehlllab waa atlll very amaa Thay were known by 
aeme aa the "Haylma," aa their repreaentatire men conalatad. mainly of aereral Bsylma, 
aneb aa Haylm Bmerllug, Haylu Oedallah, Haylm Qoldberx and Baylna Sberbwr. Amons 
them Baylm Smeriing and Haylm Goldberg were the moat prominent. The fbrmer waa 
tKlOTCd among the Jewa for his benerolence end piety. He ballt the flrat ayoagogue la 
Jaffa. The latter waa tbe Hnktar (the reprvaentatlT* of the goTemment). He made it hla 
bnalneaa to Tialt erery arrlTing reaael to look for Jewlah paaaengerai and otrlng to bla in- 
flnenee In goreniment drclea, be rendered the landing of Jewa nncb enaier. Tbe Bepbardle 
Kriilllah of JatU had alao a Haylm. He waa Baylm Amaalack and waa the Britlab Viee- 
Conanl In that town. He waa pnbUe aplrlted, and In 188S when the aodoty "Taad bnlnaat 
T'aed Haina'al8Lh"waa organlaed for the porpoae ot aaalatlng Jewa front Baatla t« beeom* 
agrlealtnrlata, Amaalack waa elected aa tbe honorary chairman. Tbe Colony BUbon le-Bos 
waa pnrcbaaed In bla nam*. 

Note 4. 

XDVCATIOKAI. IMftTITDTIONS 

Tba Bebiew Oymnaalnm la an InatltntlOB far aecondaiy edneatlou. Tbe pnplla ara to 
become acquainted with tbe prodnctlona of the Jewlah people and be piepated for an- 
'•vnee to nnlreralty er polytaAnlcal acbooL 

The gymnaalnm conalata of a preparatory aehool of fonr gradea for children of 6 to 10 
yeara old; a pro-gymnaalnm of flre gradea (age of children 10 to 10), which la complete In 
Itself as fitting tbe gradnatea for commaKlal lUk, and the gymnaalnm proper, of three 
gradaa. Tbe latter la divldad Into two aectlona, a claaalcal with Latin, and a ictantlfic 
with blgbai matbewatlca and ptnctlcal chamlatry. Tbe former prapates the pnpUa tor tb* 
nnlveralty, the tatter tor tbe polyteehnlcBn. 

The nunnalnn waa fenadod In UKN^ thnmgb the eOcMa of Ma tm an OoInb, wltk tb* 
aialstanni at li. SbelnklD and Ch. Bogratachoff and a small circle of paranta and Maehera. 

Tb* cnrrlcnlnm of the ecbool eorreaponds to that at similar inatltntlona In Qarmany or 
Swltierland, srith certain modlficattona conditioned by tb* mllten. The langoage In which 
all anbleeta. srith azcaptloa ot medem langnagea— of which Arable, Tnrhlah and Vteneb 
are obllgatery. while daman and Bngllah are optional— are tanght. la H*bnw. In addi- 
tion to tbe gMoral branehaa, Blbla. Talmnd. medlaral and modem Habnw UtMntnre ar« 
Ungbt Tba Bible la tanght eanoilly 1* tba lower grade* and ayatamatleBUy In tb* nppat 
grades. i 1 i'SI'^ ' 
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It wu Martod tai Mmpoiary Qaartan wltb nTenMeo vsplla (bora and litriM). TodiT tha 
nmnbor of pDpIla tmonata to acTenl bnnilredi, while tba tMcban, moMlr Id poaawrfoa of 
« uatTwaltr edscatian, nomlMr nlnateui. Tbe papUi an ntmltad not only tr«m FalaatliMi 
many e«m« frvn Sootb Africa. Oallcia, Bogmanla, Bnlcaila, emi from America, bat aatnr- 
anr tba bilk cone from Baiala, wbwe cdaeatloii U now made wall nlib ImiraMlbto tor 
tba '«wtali cbiu, Tbe eertlflcata of tndnatlon la aeeepted (or aotrance to the nnlraraltiw 



The Kynmaalom la the propertr of the lewlab National Tiuid, and U KOTeroed by the 
"Agodatb ha-aimnaalab ha-Ibrit." The dnea are Oft; dollaja. par iiidub. Tha nemban 
elect a Board of DIteotan of Bra prasoaa, wltb tb« rapreaentatlTea ot Zlonlat Oiraoliatlon 
and of tha 'Hobebel Zlon, aa ez-ocada The faealtr U naponalbU to tbla board. 

The chief aoorce of Income la tha tnltloii feea. Bach iniplt p«j» MO to 300 franea 
(132.00 to tWOO) par •unDtn. The tneome amonnta to GO.OOO tran«a (tlOM(^. wbUe tba 
espendltore amonnta to 100,000 fraaca (120^000), 

Tbe bnlldlnc In irtileb tha Bjmnaalnm la at praaant bonaed la tbe (in ot Vi. Hoser, 
lata LMd Harot of Bradford, England, and coat abont UOiOMI franca (930,000). Another 
dft of ISiOOO fnnea (t3.0W) was contributed by Mr. Btralmaohn tor a pbraleo-idiemlea] 
latwralorr. Sir Adolpb Tack, Bart, waa at the bead of an otsasbatloii affected bj tha 
Jewi ot angland for the pnrpoae of coliccttaiK contiibatlona to the fund. 

A Kit ot 1000 maana the eppottnalty of fraer taltlon for eMe povlL A. ainklH (Bml of 
300,000 franca (flftOOO) waa creat«d by Zloolata of BBgland, (Jarmany and Biaala aama yaara 
aso. Dr. Hoaaanaohn, Ita director, Tlalted the Dnltad Btataa and aeenrad a nnmbw tf aebol- 
anhlpa for poor atndenta. Bat If tbe loatltotloD la to ba placed npon a laadni fonndatlen 
a fond M at laaat half a mtUlon franca ((100,000) la iaqvli«d. 

Note 5- 

In the conraa of bla addieaa he remarhad: "Tea, there are aehoola in Jemaalam, bnt 
wUl tbey erar Kllera tbe mlaery and poT«rtr of our people T 

"Will charity enr remedy a «broBi« dlaeaae of two thonaand yearat Charity (meanlnc 
Balvkah), aa far aa the Jaw* of JemtalMa ate' concerned, only Intanalfled tba wretdied 

"Ddveatlon and knowladn wlU only add to their ailaary : It will not ■!¥• bread to tba 
banfry and elotbaa ta tha naked. Tba ailateDea of a people can not depend span cbarlty. 
Dating my itay In Jeruealem no one in good health erer approached ma with raqoMta 
for alDM. B>t many beakdred na to fanilab tbam nnntlrTTaMt 

"Uontaflora had (ood tntantlona, bat be arred in tbe maana be employed ta carry oat 
bla plana. He reallMd that gardenlns In Palaatlne 1« tha Initial «tap towaida fhrminc 
wban ha pnrchaaad bla sarden near Jaffa. (For I myseK hare met many praprletara «f 
gardena who are eamlng a good Income from thalr labor.) Bnt he waa mfortiuiate Id 
placing at hla garden managera who knew toothing abont gardening, men who nerer 
thought that tha aall la beat watered by tba awcat of tha brow. They bad to depeod 
upon otbara to do the work, wUcb cannot be tncceaaful In a commnnlty Ilka Paleatlna, 
UoDteDora forgot that a people that were away from the aoll tbtfounda of yeara cannot 
be traniformad Into faimera o»er night. AgricQltonata muat ba tnlned from early youth 



— , — _^ — , — ^ . ^^^ „^^ ,,«xk K m ^1 ,uu aciev uia^ only tnTongb tba 

enmntlan ot the groand can tbe aalntloB of larael be biMngbt abant. Tba pUn of ae- 
tMty I wlah to Impreaa npon yon iu for Its object tha tmlnlng at tbe yaong >Metatlaa 
to become Ollen of the land. By tewhlng them .neb «i oc«p«lo. yon wfU M«We aa-y 
Jawa lo earn an honorable Uwlll^d. «NI y<m win pr.p,„ ^ ,.,^u„ a Zleta^ 
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»« NOTES 

t\oa% wbo perbaps tomorroir wUl be forced to flee en meaw becanae of the hatnd of tiM 
people among; whom they live. 

"Ton will accomptUb the padflc conqueet of tbli aacrea land, whlcb oeitlieT ortbodoz 
nor reformet bai forKotten. Tbe Sapreme BalDc waa Invoked br oar fathers wblle the 

Teat of tbe world waa plenged Into paxanlam The masmttDde of the taak need not 

frighten jou. that wblcb appeara to be a diMm todaj maj tomorrow become a realltr,"— 

: :• i Note 6. 

Bven the few that coold get togetber Baiaclent fund* to bnlld dwelllngi were dlaeonr- 
aged br their frleoda of JaOa, who pointed out to them tbe Inaeenrity of lnTeatln« their 
laat money on buUdlngia for the Ara.bB to deitroy. That aummer a, revolution broke 
ODt In ESgjpt agalnat theKhedive, who waa friendly to the forelgnera.A wild mob. at- 
tacked tbe foreign qnartera of Alexandria, killed and plundered many Beropeasa. Uany 
Alexandrian Jewl aacaped to Jaffa and Jemaalem. The Araba of Paleatlne, being InSn' 
enced by tbe condltlona of tbelr nelBhboring cinintry. became agitated agalnat torelgnent 
and there waa a ffeneral feeling that a icvolntlon might bnak oat In Paleatliw that wonld 
endanger the live* and properties of Bnropeaiia. It waa abont Boah Haahanab, SMS (1S81) 
when the great alangbter took place at Tel-Bl-Kebir, near Cairo, reanltlng in tbe downfall 
of tbe army oC Arabl-Paaha and the captare of ngypt by Ihigland. 

Tehndab Loeb Hankin was the only one not diamayed by ovtalde Influence, and at a 
meeting he exclaimed: "Ton may do what yon pleaae; aa for myaclf, I begin early tomor- 
row to bnild my home." The worda of Hankin made a atrong Impreaalon open Ave others. 
and the next morning fonndatlona were laid for aeveral boniea. Bnt b^ine the cottagea 
were completed tbe rainy aeaaon came on, Che time for plowing- and bowIdk approached 
and tbey bad no agricaltniU Implementa and no aeeda. The last money Itft In the com- 
mnnal treamry waa spent on tbe Ineffectual mpertment of obtaining water. 

On hla tombstone at tbe graveyard In Jaffa ths followlnr epitaph )• Inacrlbed: "He 
bniit the flrst bonaa in Blabon I'Zlon." 

The plan of developing tbe colony waa on a co-operative baala. Bach one de. 
posited a maxa at money In the communal treasury, proportionate to tbe land he owned.) 

Note 7. 

An extraordinary tax ot 1000 reala (3tS00 francs) ITOO per annum, la rslaed from tbe 
Jews there. Not content with thla, Iman Yahya, tbe rebel ag-alnat the Turkish 
rule In Yemen, demanded from the Jews of Sanaa the taxea for forty yre, (or all 
the time that Tnrkey mied there. Since the Jews conld not pay it, as it was a questloii 
ot 140,000 franca (tZ&OOO), Imam Yabya'a offldala forced their way Into the Jewish quar- 
ter of Sanaa, arrested the men ot note and threw them into prlwin, threatening them with 
life Impriaonment nnleaa tbey paid the tax for forty years. Only at tbe proteat of OeD- 
eral Ixzet Paaha did tmamTabya set tba prlaesen free, bat tbe cmtf petaecatlons were 
continued more and more vicrtently. 

To understand the position corracCly, it must be remembered that daring the whole 
period the Turkish Oovemment dominated In North Yemen, and eapeclally during the 
many yeara of struggle with Imam Yahya, the Jewa kept true to tbe Turkish Government. 
Tbe govemment, however, in the treaty with Imam, whereby be became an Independent 
prince, did nothing for the Jewa, and tbey have to sofler the moat terrible peraecnlion. 

In order to remedy thla atate of thinga, the idea baa arisen In Jewish circles to 
transplant the Yemenite Jews to Palestine, and already abont ISOO fhmlUea have emi- 
grated to that bountry. If Palestine haa not yet reached that high degree of develop- 
ment In agrienlturs and Industry of which It is capable, still the coanttT can gradually 
■em, even aa regarda agriculture, aa a refuge tor the 10,000 to UIOOD aoula from Ncrtb 
Yemen, who are peraacnted tbe most 

In Hecboboth and In other eolonlea, as well aa in Palestinian towna, coUeetlona 
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And charity entertalnmentB aj-e luadA on behalf of the oppreMed Teni«iiite Jew*. 
jUreodT condHeralile amonnta hare been nlavd. Tbe Jawa of Palerttne regard theli re- 
lief work as a national duty. It is not an eaiy matter, tor It !■ 
connected wttb enormous expense, considering that alnunt the wbole JeirUb pi>pol[itlon of 
North Temen la preparing to emtgrate to Paleettne. BreiT Jew Mils there all his prop- 
erty for as mncb ■* he can get. It the non-Jsws will not bay them, they Iwre their 
property behind them and arrlje absolatri 7 destituted' Qnlte a nnmber at purely Jewish 
TlIlaKes In Yemen aie said to be completely deeerted slready. The most OlfflcDlt question 
In this wholesale emigration for the Jew* la that of bonrins. In the Jewish colonlea a 
terrible want of dwelUncs Is perceptlblev For theae reaaons the Jewish National Tnnd 
baa decided tq contribute a considerable anm for the hnlldlns of Yemenite dwellings. In 
this conntry too endearon were made for tbls purpose. 

It the Yemenite Jews, whose coUoqnlal langnage Is Hebrew, sncceed In settling In 
Paleatlne, It woald be of yery great Talne ta Jewish eolonlaatlon la Palestine. A Mttla- 
ment of tbe Temenlte qneation would help In atTeogtbenlng Jndalem In Psleatioe. 

Note 8. 
The watering of the plantation of Hnld* wa« rather defldent nntll recently, and beMt 
wltb many dUdcnlties. Xhe nasagers of the Hnlda esUte decided to bore a well npon the 
■pot, but tbe Palestinian well>boren conld penetrate only to a depth of ninety-three mettei, 
on account of the Inadeqaacy ot their Instrnments. Therenpon an American company ander- 
t«ok the task and penetrated to * depth of one hundred and eighty metres, wbere water wta 
tonnd. Through Its own pressure the water rose to one hondred metres below sarface. The 
dlscoTery of water Is regsrded as an set of aalvatlon. as a motor with pipes can now be 
stationed near the well, so as to cohTey the water more eaally to tbe farm and gardens ot 
Bulda. Tbls weU, one hondred and eighty metres deep, la the llrat of Its kind to Palea- 
tlne. HItberto baring beyond one bnndred metres waa Impoaslbla. The Jewish National 
Pnnd has thus achieved a piece of pioneer wort. 

Note 9. 

Blnce tbe Polemic orer the Technical Institute of Hetfa In ISIS, wben many parents ot 
Jemsalem last conSdenee in the preteoded lore ot the BIlfiTereln for the Hebrew language, 
and withdrew tbelr children from the German icbools, a series of schoola parallel witb that 
of tbe German aodety was fouadad to Jerusalem by the "Actions Committee" of tbe Zlaniat 
orgenlsatloa. At tbe head of the new schools is the eminent educator end scholar, DbtIiI 
TelUn. Now tbe German society has msde capital of tbe great wai< raging among the na- 
tions ot Europe, Including Turkey, to srrange for an auction sale snd toi be tbe only pu- 
chaaers of the Haifa school, that was erected on a plot belonging to tbe National Fund, 
and was bnllt by contrlbutlans made by Jews of various sectlona of the world. It Is dlffl- 
enlt to foretell what the outcome et this language controTersy will be. Tbe writer, howerer. 
Is Inclined to agree wltb Henrietta Ssold, that the last word In the controrersy will not 
probably be said by Berlin. 

Note 10. 

Those who are familiar with the more obaeore pbaass ot Jewish history during the 
last fODi decades bellere that the Baron was at tbe back ot Blr Lanrence Ollphant's «>ter- 
prlaes In ISBO. 

Anotbei rerslon Is tbat Baron Hlrach's lack of Intereat for Paleatlne was doe to tbe 
tact that be was a persona non grata at Constantinople owing to old grodgea against him foi 
certain nllroad rentnres be contracted for the Ottoman amplre^ 
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M» NOTBS 

Ad«ia BoMBbett. iMdw af tbe oM Sboral Ztoa of Haw Tork, bM cbwltod tb* 4M*tlaD 
»j predndDt a htier 1b Uw Bt«Keta laaraace wWch wu la bb n MWtioa •inc* UO. wrlttoB 
bi Baron Hlivcli klaiMlf «ad dated at Carlsbad the mxm r«ai. Tba letwr la addnaaed to 
B, P. Babblnowiti, HabM 8. UohlllTar and Babbl Blrack aUdeabcUnar, wberela b* recom- 

mcBdB that a commlaaliin b* aent to PalMtlna bafolt any viaetlcal »flrk !■ undartatan, and 
Ibat avgoUatloma be taken np with tb* Tnrklah foienineiit to obtain the beM poaalbla temia 
to facilitate immlcratloB and tbe ptucbaaa of land In Paleatl a a. 

Be elaael Iba letter nrlng: "But aa 1 bara Mid at tbe atart U tbe depatatloD p«nl«t» 

la tbdr project, I am «iilte diipoaed to plaoe at tbelr dlapoaal both mj infltMSCe and tny 

•etln cooparatloo wltb th« imperial Ottoman Konrameat." 

Note II. 

It bai a tnanfal" tons item, occaatoaallj more tbaa Utecn teet lone, bearias flatr 
•mooth leavea wfiiagiOK from an offaboot near the sronnd. From a dUtance It loaka like m 
■mall palm tree. Onr word "paper" cornea from Papjrna. wbleh li an old nama fot< Reed 

It wai the cuatom In ancient tlmea to faiblon (ron> the Inner bark ibeeti lonK, thin 
and nanow, laaambUng itrlpa cnt from a palm leaf, npoa wblcb lettera wera written In 
Ink. SotM of tke Paprm* dlacoTored In Sgrpt were attacked ti^ each other, reatblDg a 
IcMtb of U* feet 

In the Baxe Ubrar? of New Tork there wai a Papjrui about IB fMt long, containlns 
the mjaterlona «iiaptara of the famona Book of Dead. 

In ancient tlmea tbe Papjmi reed grew profnaelr aroand the Nile. At ptvaent the? mtw 
Ttrr Bcarce there. The propbe«T of laalab concerning Esjpt wai fnllUled: "And tbej shall 
turn tbe rlnra far awar and the brook of defense aball be emptied and dried sp. The raada 
and flan ahall wither." la IS: & 

Note 13. 

"To HI," be wrote in replj, "Jemaalem li aa precloui, aje, and i 
la to Ton, la tbat It wai the place whence oar Piapbet made bla Jonmey b; night U 
and la deatlned to be the last gathering place ol onr natlod at the lait dar. Do not dream 
that wa ihall give IE np to jmi." In Jane of the foUowlag year King Blchard of Bnglaad 
and hla army, atatloned outalde Aakalon. were ready for the martii, aet out for 
Jeruaalem. 

When the Tnrka who dwelt In Jeroealem beard from tbe togltlvea that King Blch- 
ard waa approaching, they were terribly afraid, to macb ao that, bad tbe King at tbat mo- 
ment advanced in fnll force, the Turka would aeanredly baTC fonaken Paleatlne. Eitan 
Saladln bad called for bis beat hone, ao tbat he might flee from the face of King Bicbard, 
wboaa eomlng he dared not await. Bnt King Blchard, taking counsel of dlacretlon, da- 
tarmloed otherwise. "The clrcnlt of Jernaalem," he said, "so tar as we hear, ta Tory large, 
and. If onr Uttle host were to attempt to dosd It la on erery side, onr nnmbera WDDld not 
■ntflce for tho alege and the protection of those who bring up onr storea." Therefore, he 
withdrew his forces, and. after some delay cansed by illness, returned to Earape, whera ka 
was betrayed by a spy and Impriaoned In Austria. 

Note 13. 

"The belleTers In climatic change," aald Blsworth Enntlngten, '^ltrtliul«' tbe suppoied 
phenomenon to deforestation. Tbey point to the freqneat mention of foreeta In the Old Tes- 
lamect. a fact which certainly saggett* a state of affairs different from tbat of today. Tar 
Inatance, wben the Israelites entered Paleetlne they appear ta have fennd tbe conatry wcD 
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NOTES «" 

Mvend wUh forraU, which It wbb hkcmcf; to eto«r awar b^OM thej coulfl Ufc« poMMiloB 
«( the land. In Joihna j;tU:14-18, ira read that whM tha Mnntrr "aa dMded amoDg th« 
twain tiltwa, Bphralm' and ICanaaaab recalTed tha cntral part of tha countrr. tha raKtOB 
Uter kDowQ ai Bamarta. Tha diUdna ot BplmlBi and of Uanaaaab complalnad that tte 
coantry allotted to them waa not Utk* eDoocb. To thla Joahua anawered: 'U thoD be * 
mat Deople, gut thee nn to Ibe tereat. and cut down for thTaeU thsr* In the lead of th* 
FerlBltM and of the Bephclm. atnce the tdll coDotrr of Epbialm fa too nanow tor thee." 
And the cUldrvn of loaeph aald: The hill conntr; 1* not enonsh for ua; and all the Canaan* 
Uni that dwell ln> the land of the rallej haw cbariota of iron, both ther who are la Betb- 
■baan and Ita towMa, and the; who are la tbe raller of Jeaieel.' And Joabna anawered Bpb- 
lalm and MaDaaaeta, muIds: "Thon art a Kiwt people, and haat mat powwr; then ahalt not 
hara one lot onl7. bM the bUl coontrr ahall be thine; for thODxh It la a foreat, thon ahalt 
cnt it down" <ReTla«d Tanlon). 

Note 14. 

Thla opinion la ahared b; tha Paleatlnean eiplorer, Dr. Helnrlch Hilderactwlae, wh* 
aaja: "It la preaoppoaed that there bsTe t»een radical ^aoKea in the cttmate of PaleatiB* Is 
Uatorle time, and that theae chansea bare been piodnced b; tbe rathleaa deatmctlon of th* 
foteata. Now. tbe tact In the caae la that we bare no prooflt whaterei that tbe toreati of 
Faleatlne were in the Biblical timea an; mora eitaaalTe than the; are now. We baje B* 
*Tldeuce troiD an; author of note that there ever baa bean ancb al mthleaa deatmctlon of 
foreata. No paaaags Id ettbei tbe Talmnd or" tbe Bible pamilta na to draw tbe condnaloB 
that In taitner tinea the aTeraKM of rain tall waa anr greater than It la at preaent. Brer 
•IncB meteorological obaerratio&i have beoi tclentllkaUy taken In Paleatlne (and In aonM 
«aaea, aa la that of Jerocalem, theae go back for dacadea), tbe climatic. eoDdlttona h«*e m- 
maiDed practtcallT the aame. In fact, the ralu-prodacinK canaea, aacb aa being near tba 
Uedlterranean Sea, are tbe aame aa ther were In BlbHcal tImea." 

"Then ta accordtoglj no erldenc* la blator; or actence to ahow that the climate of Pal' 
•atlne baa ehanred materlallii frem the time when the land flowed with milk and boner t9 
the preaent age, when ao much of tha eoaatr; la a atoDy and barrsn waata. Otber cauaav 
bare been operatlTs, and theae hoTe been chleflr dlMfnl end deatmctlTo political eondltlona 
that bcKao as earl; aa the period of tbe decline of the Soman Empire, and bsTe reached their 
acme In tbe corrupt Tnrklab mle of tbe laat foar wnturiea, the oppreaaion of the affldala, 
the management of tbe taxes and the like. Tbe people baTe In tha eoara* of Ume becom* 
iDdllferent to all progreaa. at progreaa onl; algnlllsd new oppteaalon. There can be no donbc 
that thla hlatorlc land. If pot nnder proper care and corTe<itlT managed, can be reatored t* 
tta former floDrlahltig condition. The omlar proof of thla can be aera In the Terj llonrlahlac 
condltirn of tbe Wnrttemberg Temple colonlea. whldi were eatabliahed In 18B8 n«ar Jernaa- 
lem, Sharon and Haifa, and which are Tcrltable garden apota In the land, and that too In 
localltlea that before tbe daya of theae eoloolea were Tirtoally deeert land. 

See Zeltachrlft dea Deutacher Paleatlna Verelna (XjoEpilc). Nos. 1 mid S. 

Note 15. 

While preparlDg thla chapter for pablicatlon the Brltlah War Cabinet made knowa 
<NoT. 2. lUT), through the Bon. Arthnr J. Balfour, Secretary of State for Foreign AfTalra, 
that "Ilia Majeaty'a GoTernment viewa with faror the eitabllahment la Paleatlne of a oatlonal 
home f :r the Jewish People and will nae tta best endearots to facilitate the aehlevemeut of 
thla object. It being clearly ODderatood that nothing will be dons which ma; prejudice tbs 
dTll and rellglooa rlgbta of noa Jewish commnnltlea In Palestine d» tha rights and political 
Matna enjoyed tty Jewa in any other conutr;. 
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